
 
 
 
 

Brandon Ballengee   Artist in Residence 
July 19th to 31st 
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Love Motel for Insects 
July 19th to 31st 
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Visitors are invited to meet Brandon at Lough Boora Parklands for a talk and a walk 
to the Love Motel for Insects light installation to discover the rich biodiversity of 
insect life in Lough Boora. We will meet at 9pm at the car park that provides wheel 
chair access and proceed to the light installation. All visitors must bring a flash lamp. 
Children will not be allowed on the walk unless accompanied by a parent or guardian.  
 
Dates of walks: 
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Friday July 30th      Teach Lea Community Hall    8pm 
 

 

Exploring the biomedical potential of amphibian skin secretions����

Valerie C. Clark, M.Sc. Chemistry, Columbia University, NY, USA 

Amphibian skin oozes a variety of substances that protect these animals from 
ecological challenges such as drying out, bacteria, fungi, and predators.  

Over 50% of all drugs on the market were developed from natural sources, and 
amphibians represent a wealth of potential pharmaceutical leads. Amphibians 
manufacture some of these chemical substances, whereas others are obtained from 
dietary sources or symbiotic bacteria. Valerie Clark will talk about her research as a 
PhD candidate at Queen’s University in Belfast, which will include her research in the 
rainforests of Guyana and Madagascar. Further information at: 

 



http://www.frogchemistry.com/ , http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Frog-
Caller/190140553370/ , 
http://blogs.nationalgeographic.com/blogs/blogwild/contributors/valerie-clark-
biologist/ 

 

Eco-Actions and Insect Festival 
Teach Lea Community Centre 

July 31st       12 to 5pm 
 
 

 
 
Come and visit the Eco Actions summer school residence where children have been 
working with Brandon Ballengee and his art assistants over the past week. 
 
Eco Actions summer school provided an opportunity for children to work with 
Brandon exploring the rich bio diversity of Lough Boora Parklands. Daily activities 
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Legitimate Bodies Dance Company 
July 31st at 8pm 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Sculpture into Movement 
 

County Offaly has a unique combination of bogland , industrial heritage and the arts 
encapsulated at Sculpture in The Parklands. This summer the sculptures will become 
the set for a new production by Legitimate Bodies Dance Company, the dance 
company in residence at Birr Theatre and Arts Centre since 2007. 
 
 
The dance creations will take the audience on a guided journey around some of the 
sculptures in the parklands. The dancers will draw inspiration from nature and from 
three of the permanent sculptures, which are unique responses to the rural and 
industrial heritage of the Lough Boora site. Supported by the young and talented 
Offaly Youth Dancers and finishing with a unique danced response to the insect life 
around the park, this is a once-off opportunity to see original works of dance art that 
will stimulate your imagination and emotions. 
 
 



                      
 
 
 

 
Artists Reception at Teach Lea Community Centre 

July 31st 
 
Come and join the artists Brandon Ballengee and Legitimate Bodies Dance Company 
for tea and coffees after the dance performance at Sculpture in the Parklands. A great 
opportunity to further explore the Eco actions artwork and the collection of insects 
and plant life found during the summer school programme. Have a chat with Valerie 
Clark about her amphibian research project in Guyana and Madagascar and catch up 
with all the exciting events happening in the sculpture park in the coming year. 
 
July events have been generously supported by The Heritage Council, Offaly County 
Council Heritage and Arts programmes, Lough Boora Parklands Group, Bord na 
Mona, Teach Lea Community Centre and Offaly Development Company. 
 
Further information: 
 
Kevin O’Dwyer 
Artistic Director 
087 696 3779 
info@sculptureintheparklands.com  


