
You are invited ... 

We want you to contribute to  Climate Change Adaptation    

Planning  in Offaly. Your input can be any of the following:  

 How weather events have affected your lives, your property, 

your community.  

 Measures to improve energy efficiency.   

 Suggested actions to  help alleviate the negative impacts  of 

weather events. 

 Ways in which we can capitalise and make positive the  

effects of climate change.  

We all have a role to play in understanding and managing the risks and making informed choices in 

response to climate change risks. This is a very important stage of public consultation, where your 

input can be most influential in shaping the plan.   

Offaly is well positioned 

to meet the challenge of 

climate change and work 

to develop a high level of 

resilience and adaptation 

capability. Help us to 

meet the challenge! 

How to make a submission  

Submissions may be made in writing to: 

Administrative Officer,  

Environmental Section, 

Offaly County Council,  

Charleville Road,  

Tullamore,  

Co. Offaly   

The choices we make 
today will impact our 
future vulnerability to 
climate change. Lets 
make them positive.  

Submissions to this pre-draft stage should be 

received no later than Friday 8th December 

2017. The content of all submissions received 

will be considered for  inclusion in the draft  

Climate  Change Adaptation  and Energy     

Efficiency Strategy  for  Offaly . There will be 

further opportunity to comment once the draft 

plan is published.   

Check us out online for updates at offaly.ie/services/environment/climate change  

By email to offalyadapts@offalycoco.ie 

Tree and power lines down, Hurricane Opheila, October 2017 

 

Climate Change Adaptation  

&  

Energy Efficiency Strategy  

Climate Change: The Challenge of our generation and beyond… 

Climate Change is one of the greatest challenges of our generation and the way we 

work now in addressing this challenge will determine its impact on future 

generations.  

The Offaly Climate Change Adaptation and Energy Efficiency Strategy is the start 

of the process of adaptation planning in Offaly and takes steps in growing 

resilience to climate change and its impacts in our homes, communities and work/

business environments.  

We are looking for your input into this strategy. We want you to help increase our 

knowledge and awareness of climate change impacts in County Offaly. Further to 

this, we want you to help us to develop and shape adaptation measures and 

policies that will reduce the vulnerability of our communities to the negative effects 

of climate change and to avail of any positives effects that may occur. We need 

your input so that we can develop the best options to meet the many and varied 

challenges facing us in the future from the effects of our changing climate.  

Our Climate is changing. 

The changes are expected 

to continue and to intensify 

into the future making  

significant impacts on our 

lives. It is time to offset 

these impacts and to adapt 

to a new climate reality.   

Anticipate    Absorb    Adapt  
August 2008: Flooding in Residential area in Tullamore  



Climate Change Science:  

Warming of the climate system is unequivocal, and since the 1950s, 

many of the observed changes are unprecedented over decades to 

millennia. The atmosphere and ocean have warmed, the amounts of snow and ice 

have diminished, sea level has risen, and the  concentrations of greenhouse gases 

have increased. IPCC, 2013, 5th Assessment Report Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change  

    

Over the last 100 years 

the global mean        

temperature has risen 

by 0.74C degrees  

affecting oceans and 

weather patterns. 

1.9mm/year:  
 

Rate of global sea 
level rising since 

1901.  

 

Changes in extreme 
weather events are 
being  observed:  

 decrease in cold             
temperature extremes,  

 increase in warm           
temperature extremes,  

 high sea levels and  

 increase in heavy      
rainfall. 

 

 

The climate has  already 

changed. More changes is 

unavoidable as it is locked 

into the climate system 

from past emissions.  

Our climate is changing in line with Global patterns. Annual and  Seasonal averages are rising 

and there is an increase in frequency, intensity, duration and time of  extreme weather events.  

These changes are expected to continue and intensify into the future with a wide range of 

economic, environmental and social impacts including:  

 Increase in flooding affecting public infrastructure and private property. 

 Increase in erosion affecting natural environments and public amenities. 

 Increased safety and health risks for vulnerable people/communities during the 

weather event. 

 Increased public safety risk dues to damage to infrastructure, falling trees, 

flooding. 

 Water Supply shortages. 

 Impact on local economic development.  

 Increase in disaster and emergency management and response capacity to 

cater for more weathers events and associated effects. 

 Decrease in durability and lifecycle of infrastructure leading to increase in 

maintenance and replacement costs. 

Info from ClimateIreland.ie 

Managing a changing climate requires a dual 

Mitigation                                                  Adaptation  

There are a number of key areas that we can 

focus on to actively implement adaptation 

measures including:  

Knowledge and Understanding is critically           

important to enable effective responses to the 

threats posed by climate change. Offaly    

County Council as a Local Authority and a 

decision maker needs sound information to 

help understand and manage risks associated 

with climate change and its affects on the most    

vulnerable areas and communities in County 

Offaly.   

 

Urban Areas and built environment: Our urban 

areas drive the local economy in Offaly. In    

identifying the risks posed by climate change 

we can increase the focus on the most       

sustainable and effective management of 

landuse linking in with the provision of key 

infrastructure with the aim of reducing the risk 

to our  businesses, our towns and homes.  

Cross sectoral co-operation: Encouraging and     

participating in effective cross sectoral               

co-operation between key stakeholders       

including those associated with sectoral 

landuse, critical infrastructure, flood            

management etc. 

  

Natural Environment: There are limits to the        

capacity of our natural environment to adapt to   

climate change. It is crucially important to     

conserve and protect our natural resources   

because of their inherent value and             

contribution to climate change mitigation.  

 

Risk Management Planning: Continued                

improvements to forecasting, understanding of 

weather extremes and early warning          

capabilities will help us prepare and respond 

with the appropriate level of attention and   

focus.   
 

Building Resilience and Capacity to           

understand and effectively respond to climate 

events is necessary as a matter of course to 

adapting to climate change and its effects.  

Climate Change MITIGATION works to           

AVOID THE RISKS of a changing climate by      

reducing the  emission of greenhouse gases     

and preventing more  severe climate change:  

 Decarbonising Electricity generation              

 Energy Efficiency in the built environment 

 Decarbonising Transport 

 Approach to carbon neutrality in land use sectors 

 Multi sectoral approach   

 Identify all risks 

 Adaptation planning 

 Capitalise on any opportunities  

Climate Change ADAPTATION  works to 

MANAGE THE RISKS caused by climate 

change and  from the potential for more 

severe changes in the future: 

Pic OF FLOOD DEFENSE WALL AT SHANNON-

BRIDGE HERE  

Where we can focus:  


