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	Application for Site Suitability assessment (Percolation Testing)
	Office Use Only

Ref:
_____________________

Rec’d:
_____________________

Area:
_____________________


1. Applicants Name: __________________________________ Tel: __________________________________

2. Applicants Address:  ______________________________________________________________________

3. Address to which correspondence is to be sent:

______________________________________________________________________________________

4. Description of proposed development:________________________________________________________

No. of sites: ___________________ No. of Bedrooms per dwelling: ________________________________

5. Location of proposed development:__________________________________________________________

6. Site Area (Acres): ________________________________________________________________________
Note: minimum site size where no public water supply is available is .3035 ha (.75 ac) or .2023 ha (.5ac) in all other cases

7. Has the site or any part of it previously undergone site suitability assessment (percolation test) by Offaly County Council?  ____________

If YES please outline what site improvement works/changes have taken place prior to this application: ___________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

8. Name and Address of landowner: ___________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

9. Source of water supply for proposed development: 
(Proposed bored well/Existing well, New Public Mains connection/ Existing Public Mains connection or Group Water Scheme)
____________________________________________________________________________

10. Aquifer Classification Type_________________________________________________________________

NOTE: Aquifer Classification Type will determine Trial Hole Depth. Trial Hole to be minimum of 2.1m deep  (3m Deep for sites in Regionally Important Aquifers/Source Protection Areas)
11. Date trial holes ready for inspection: _________________________________________________________

NOTE: If For exceptional Reasons you wish to postpone or cancel the site suitability assessment (percolation test), A MINIMUM of 2 working days notice is required or you may be liable for the revisit fee of €200. 

12. Are 7 trial holes prepared: _____________                               €550 Fee enclosed___________________________ 
Please note:
The holes should be dug strictly in accordance with the provisions of EPA CoP: Wastewater Treatment and Disposal Systems Serving Single Houses (p.e.< 10) as outlined in the accompanying explanatory notes. It is in the applicant’s own interest to fully comply with the test hole details as set out in order to prevent unnecessary delays or costs in site assessment.

Signed: ___________________________________

Date: _____________________________
	Offaly County Council

Environment Section

Áras an Chontae, Charleville Road, Tullamore, Co. Offaly

Tel: (057) 9357403
Fax: (057) 9329230
Web: www.offaly.ie
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	SITE SUITABILITY ASSESSMENT (Percolation Testing) Explanatory Notes:

Code of Practice: Wastewater Treatment and Disposal Systems Serving Single Houses (p.e. < 10)


The Offaly County Development Plan 2009 – 2015 requires that an Advanced Effluent Treatment System must be installed with all new single Dwellings in unsewered areas.

ITEMS TO BE SUBMITTED WITH SITE SUITABILITY ASSESSMENT APPLICATION

1) Application Form fully completed.

2) 1 site layout map to minimum scale 1/500.

The proposed site must be outlined in colour, and all development, existing and proposed on site (including the location of wells, septic tanks, proprietary treatment systems and percolation areas) and development on adjoining sites must be shown. Existing & proposed site levels and the north point must also be indicated.
3) 1 site location map which is a true replica of the Ordnance Survey 6-inch map (scale: 1/ 10560) or Ordnance Survey 25-inch map (scale: 1/ 2500), with the site outlined in colour. This is for Council mapping purposes. 

4) 1 site location marked clearly on the Ordnance Survey Discovery Series map. This map must be submitted to enable quick and easy site location by the Council Officers who carry out the test.

Maps that show inaccuracies or conflicting information will not be accepted.

5)   The Test Fee*:
 €550.00 per test.           The Site Re-visit Fee** (if applicable):  €200 per site re-visit.
*If the site has previously been tested by the applicant and results issued, a full fee of €550 is required when re-applying.

**A Site Re-visit will be required should any of the requirements set out in the explanatory notes not be strictly adhered to. 

7)  Written confirmation from the landowner to the effect that:

· Council staff are permitted onto the land for testing purposes.
· There are no livestock on the site or on entry lands to the site.
· Footbath and disinfectant are provided at the entrance to the site.

Note: If a site has previously undergone a Site Suitability Assessment (percolation test) further Site Suitability Assessments will not be carried out unless one of the following actions is undertaken:

1. A site of 0.75 acres or more that has previously failed a site suitability assessment (percolation test) must be moved a minimum of 20m from the original test location within the remaining site.

2. A site of 0.5 acres that has previously failed a site suitability assessment (percolation test): The site is extended by a minimum of 0.25 acres and the soil polishing filter (percolation area) moved into the additional area.

3. Significant site improvement works are carried out on the site in accordance with Annex F of the EPA CoP: Wastewater Treatment & Disposal Systems Serving Single Houses (p.e.<10). Prior to this the applicant should consult with a suitably qualified person. Please note that raised pads are not considered to be site improvement works as it is itself a treatment system.
Failure to comply with any of the above will result in delays in processing the application and in carrying out the test.  If for exceptional Reasons you wish to postpone or cancel the percolation test a minimum of 2 working days notice is required or you may be liable for the revisit fee of €200. 
(B)

TEST HOLES REQUIRED

Where the proposed site is located in an area associated with significant archaeological, natural heritage and/or historical features no excavations shall be carried out without prior consultation with the local heritage/conservation officer or the Heritage Service and National Parks & Wildlife

All 7 test holes must be excavated adjacent to but not within the proposed polishing filter (percolation area) for the site. Additional trial holes may be required where improvement works have been carried out by way of raising the site, the applicant should consult with the environment section in this regard.
There must be a minimum of 4 open top barrels of clean water (120 gallons total) and a bucket provided close (~3m) to the T and P test holes. Failure to supply enough water may result in a re-visit fee and delays.
The 7 no. Test holes should be excavated as follows:

· 1 x 2.1 Metre Trial Hole.
(Trial Hole Test). Please note: Trial hole shall be excavated to 3m depth if proposed site is within GWPR’s of R22 or higher or if located within Source Protection Area. for a public/group scheme water supply.

· 3 x T-Test Holes.

      (T-Test for soil polishing filter (Percolation area) for Proprietary ETS)

· 3 x P-Test Holes.

      (P-Test for soil polishing filter (Percolation area) for Proprietary ETS)

NOTE: All test holes should be covered separately with either timber sheeting or galvanised sheeting to prevent the ingress of rain or surface water. Plastic should not be used as it can hold rainwater and collapse into the test holes. Each cover should be adequately secured. Where excessive amounts of clay/stones or heavy covering (e.g. doors) are used to secure the covering, and prevent easy removal, the test will not be carried out until this has been removed. 

Failure to excavate the test holes to the correct specification and/or the use of excessive covering may result in the test not being carried out and the applicant being liable for any subsequent re-visit fees and delays.
TYPICAL PLAN VIEW OF A SITE READY FOR SITE SUITABILITY ASSESSMENT. 
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Section through water table Trial Hole
Requirements:
Number:
1 water table trial hole per site. Additional trial holes may be required for raised sites.
Location:
To be dug adjacent to but not within the proposed soil polishing filter (percolation area).

Size:
At least 1.0m square, by a minimum of 2.1m deep. In cases where a proposed site is located within GWPR’s of R22 or higher or if located within a source protection area for a public/group water scheme supply the Trial Hole must be excavated to 3m depth.
Perimeter:
The area around the perimeter of any excavated hole should be clear of any soil for Health & Safety reasons, and to help prevent the hole from collapsing.  The clear distance should be greater than or equal to the depth of the excavated hole i.e. if the trial hole depth is 2.1 m, the excavated soil should not be placed within 2.1 m of the hole perimeter.

Shoring:
Temporary shoring may be necessary to prevent slippage and any shoring should not extend more than 1.4m below ground level. Shoring should not interfere with the flow of water into the hole.

Steps:
2 Steps as shown above and a clear path around the hole perimeter must be provided to ensure safe access by the council official into the trial hole.

Covers:
Each hole to be covered separately to prevent the ingress of surface or rainwater.

Failure to include steps into the trial hole, use of excessive covering or insufficient perimeter clearance will result in the test not being carried out for health & safety reasons, and the applicant shall be liable for any subsequent re-visit fees and delays.

3 x T-Test Holes
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Section through the percolation T-Test Hole

Three T-Test holes at least 1.0m square shall be dug to the same depth as the invert of the proposed percolation pipes. The depth at which the percolation pipe will be located (and by consequence, the top of the T-test percolation test hole) will depend on the most suitable subsoil layer for treatment and disposal. The top of the test hole shall be a minimum of 450mm below ground level.  A step as shown above and a clear path around the hole perimeter must be included to allow safe access by the council official.  The minimum recommended clearance distance between the hole perimeter and the excavated soil should no less than the depth of the hole i.e. if the T hole is excavated to a depth of 900mm, the excavated soil should be stored more than 900mm from the edge of the hole.  An inner percolation test hole measuring 300mm square x 400mm deep shall then be dug in the base of these holes.  

On a flat site this will mean that the base of the inner percolation test holes will be a minimum of 1.3m below ground level.  If the proposed soil polishing filter (percolation area) is at a higher level than the area where the house will be located, the base of the inner percolation holes will be required to be 1.3m plus the difference in level between the percolation area and house location area.

These test holes shall be dug adjacent to but not within the proposed soil polishing filter (percolation area) and at least 3m from the trial hole.  The main hole may be dug by mechanical excavator but the inner percolation test holes shall be dug by hand as squarely as possible and to the exact dimensions as given above. 
Requirements:

Number:
3 x T-Test percolation holes per site.

Location:
Adjacent to the proposed soil polishing filter (percolation area), at least 3.0m from the trial hole and 3m from any other test hole.

Perimeter:
The area around the perimeter of the excavated holes should be clear of any soil for Health & Safety reasons, and to help prevent the hole from collapsing.  The clear distance should be greater than or equal to the depth of the excavated hole i.e. if the T hole depth is 900mm, the excavated soil should not be placed within 900mm of the hole perimeter.

Steps:
1 Step must be provided to ensure safe access by the council official into each T hole.

Covers:
Each hole to be covered separately to prevent the ingress of surface or rainwater.

Failure to include steps into the trial hole, use of excessive covering or insufficient perimeter clearance will result in the test not being carried out for health & safety reasons, and the applicant shall be liable for any subsequent re-visit fees and delays.

3 x P-test holes
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Section through percolation p-test hole
Three P-Test holes 300mm square must be dug to a depth of 400 mm below ground level.

These test holes shall be dug adjacent to the proposed soil polishing filter (percolation area) and at least 3m from the trial hole. Both these test holes shall be dug by hand as squarely as possible and to the exact dimensions as given above.

Requirements:

Number:
3 x P-Test percolation holes per site.

Location:
To be dug adjacent to the proposed soil polishing filter (percolation area), at least 3.0m from the trial hole and at least 3.0m from any other test hole.

Covers:
Each hole to be covered separately to prevent the ingress of surface or rainwater.
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