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THE OFFALY HERITAGE PLAN 2012-2016
Heritage Act Aim

In the context of the 1995 Heritage 
Act, the term Heritage is 
considered to encompass 

‘The aim of the Offaly Heritage 
Forum is to work with all of us in 
Offaly  to increase awareness and considered to encompass 

monuments, archaeological objects, 
heritage objects, architectural 
h it  fl  f  ildlif  

Offaly, to increase awareness and 
appreciation of our manmade, 
cultural and natural heritage, 
l di  t  ti  hi h t  heritage, flora, fauna, wildlife 

habitats, landscapes, seascapes, 
wrecks, geology, heritage gardens 

leading to actions which promote 
its protection, enhancement and 
vitality’. 

and parks, inland waterways.

Heritage Office, Offaly County Council, Áras an Chontae, Charleville Road, Tullamore, County Offaly

2Ph 057 9346839; E apedlow@offalycoco.ie; www.offaly.ie/heritage
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‘We are pleased to see the development of the third heritage plan for Offaly which sets 

out the actions for the years from 2012 to 2016. The plan is very much action and task 

orientated  There is a proven track record of delivery over the past decade and we would 
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orientated. There is a proven track record of delivery over the past decade and we would 

like to commend the active Offaly Heritage Forum for their involvement in promoting 

and delivering projects in the plan. This model of partnership through the forum has 

proved most effective. We wish to extend our thanks to all those who have taken part in 

the projects to date, and to our Heritage Officer Ms. Amanda Pedlow for her dedication 

and professionalism.

It is appropriate that this plan is being launched at the 10th annual heritage seminar in 

Offaly, as the annual seminar is a time spent presenting and profiling heritage plans 

carried out in Offaly during the course of the year  A considerable body of work has been carried out in Offaly during the course of the year. A considerable body of work has been 

completed much of which is detailed on the active offaly.ie/heritage website.

This plan was constructed following considerable public interaction and public 

meetings. The involvement of individuals, clubs, societies and volunteers is critical in 

delivering the aim of the Heritage Plan of ‘increasing awareness and appreciation of our 

manmade, cultural and natural heritage, leading to actions which promote its 

protection, enhancement and vitality.’

The support of the Heritage Council for the post of Heritage Officer and for the annual pp g C p g O

work programme has been critical and is much appreciated. In these challenging times 

ahead, we look forward to a positive input for the County from the delivery of this 

Heritage Plan.’

Danny Owens Pat Gallagher 

Cathaoirleach, Offaly County Council County Manger, Offaly County Council 
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1. INTRODUCTION

This is the third 5 year heritage plan for Offaly  The actions are to provide a range for a five 

prepared by the Offaly Heritage Forum.  The 

Forum is a group of 15 people representing state 

agencies, NGOs and community groups who meet 

four times a year to guide and share information 

year work programme depending on resources.  

It is not a list of everything that needs to be 

done for Offaly Heritage.

A  f b d t ti  i  d d  th  four times a year to guide and share information 

about heritage in Offaly.  See Appendix for a full 

list of members.  Working groups are set up to 

oversee specific projects.

 A range of budget options is needed as the 

opportunities change each year. 

 There is considerable background 

documentation for Offaly’s heritage.  The 

The Scope of the 5 Year Plan

Having had the experience of delivering two plans, 

a number of key points have come to the fore on 

documentation for Offaly s heritage.  The 

purpose of this plan is not to summarise this 

but to state the context and list the actions for 

2012 – 2016. 
a number of key points have come to the fore on 

what the scope of the plan should include. 

 The Offaly Heritage Forum can only include 

actions that it can deliver as a group.  Wider 

 In some counties, a separate biodiversity plan 

has been drawn up.  However as biodiversity is 

part of our heritage, the biodiversity plan is 

integrated into the actions of this plan   
national and county objectives are not included. 

integrated into the actions of this plan.  
6



2  W S H AG I O A ? 2. WHY IS HERITAGE IMPORTANT? 
 It is our inheritance – what we choose to give value to.  

Th  t it  f  hild  t  i  th     The opportunity for children to experience the same as us. 

 Biodiversity is an essential component in the functioning 

of our environment. 

It id    f l  d id  f  id t  d  It provides a sense of place and pride for residents and 

local communities, a context to frame the concept of home.  

Access to heritage is important for  residents in developing 

a sense of place. 

 Offaly’s heritage encourages domestic and overseas 

visitors, to come, to stay and to return.

 It is one the factors that makes a place attractive to set up 

a business. 

 Interaction with heritage provides physical and mental 

health benefits.

 Involvement with heritage research, projects or exploring 

and enjoying sites is an occupation and a local resource.

7
© James Fraher



3. CONTEXT FROM A COUNTY PERSPECTIVE
This plan has taken into account the context provided by 

th  f ll i  tthe following reports;

 Offaly Local Authorities Corporate Plan 2010 – 2014.  

The Manager’s note states ‘Our role is at the heart of 

the community in the overall economic, social and the community in the overall economic, social and 

cultural development of our county.’  Heritage has a 

role to play in all three of these. 

 Offaly Local Authorities County Development Plan 

2009-2015.

 Bringing the Future into Focus – Offaly County 

Development Strategy 2002 – 2012.

 Offaly Library Development Plan 2010-2014 and the 

Offaly Arts Plan 2007-2011 both offer great 

opportunities for shared projects and interaction. 

8Ardara Bridge, Cadamstown



4. WHAT HAS CHANGED OVER THE PAST
TEN YEARS?

 Budgets have varied considerably over the 10 years, building up 

t dil  t  2007 /8 d th  t il i  ff   Th  h it  b d t i  steadily to 2007 /8 and then tailoring off.  The heritage budget is 

anchored by Offaly County Council and Heritage Council annual 

allocations. A number of additional grant sources have been utilised 

over the decade and partnerships with other departments and 

agencies have maximised opportunities.  It is important that this 

plan has a range of projects to take advantage of opportunities as 

they arise.
Rahan Church  Arctron 3D modelling

 Digital media has changed significantly with websites and digital 

media now centre stage.  www.offaly.ie/heritage is a key location for 

all news and events, reports and guidance documents.  The 3d laser 

Rahan Church, Arctron 3D modelling

, p g

scanning project is at the ‘cutting edge’ of such technology as the 

first county in Ireland to carry out this work.

Rahan Church, Arctron 3D modelling
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4 WHAT HAS CHANGED OVER THE PAST TEN YEARS?

 www.archaeology.ie, www.buildingsofireland.ie and 

www.gardensofirelandie are all significant sources

for built heritage in Offaly developed at a national 

level. 

 The introduction of the post of Architect with 

responsibility for conservation within Offaly County 

Council is significant in providing in house expertise 

and assistance to owners of protected structures. 

 The Offaly Library Development Plan 2010-2014

sets out the proactive agenda for the range of public 

events and programming envisaged for the library 

service.  It shows good cross departmental 

collaboration with Heritage and Library Services, 

ensuring maximum benefit for the general public. 10



4 WHAT HAS CHANGED OVER THE PAST TEN YEARS?

 There is increased interdepartmental co-
operation within Offaly County Council operation within Offaly County Council 
maximising resources, both financial and personnel.  
For example the ENGAGE with Architecture Project 
and the Offaly Tidy Towns Federation have 
d d h  b fi  f hidemonstrated the benefits of this.

 Agency and volunteer co-operation is a 
considerable resource in the county with a large 

ENGAGE with Architecture, 2011 school workshops

y g
body of work being carried out by volunteers and via 
interagency projects. 

Th  l  f P bli  R l  l i h  b   The role of Public Realm planning has been 
increasingly recognised as being very significant in 
the presentation of streetscape and the setting for 
built heritage.

11
Paul Hogarth Company
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4 WHAT HAS CHANGED OVER THE PAST TEN YEARS?

 The Tidy Towns competition has changed to a 

much more environmental, heritage aware 

competition.  While all participants may not have 

switched focus, the competition guidelines are 

clear. clear. 

 Through the Offaly Heritage Forum a good base 

of solid heritage expertise is available to the 

county.

 Invasive alien species were low on the priority 

list 10 years ago.  This is now a major area of 

concern. The highly damaging invasive Japanese Knotweed

 A programme of events from the annual 

seminar, to the Offaly Naturalists’ Field Club 

and Heritage Week has built up steadily each 

year and is now well established  

 For a profile of projects delivered over the last 

decade please see www.offaly.ie/heritage

year and is now well established. 
13



5. CAPACITY TO DELIVER

The role of the heritage office is largely to co-ordinate  The role of the heritage office is largely to co ordinate, 
advise and facilitate.  Much of the work done in the 
county is with heritage forum members, local cou ty s w t  e tage o u  e be s, oca  
communities, agencies, Council departments and 
volunteers.  

There is one full time heritage officer in the heritage 
section, so liaison with others and joint projects is the , j p j
most efficient way to get a body of work done.  It is 
appropriate here to acknowledge the work done by all pp p g y
of the people concerned.  
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Geashill Tidy 
Towns and 
BirdWatch Ireland 
working together 
on the Geashill 
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the Civic 
Structures Grant.
Works planned by 
Howley Hayes 
conservation 
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During works

Chearnley Column, prior to works

17

Chearnley Column, completed Chearnley Column, completed



6. CONSULTATION PROCESS
Consultation Process Undertaken for this Plan. 
The preparation for this plan followed the 
Heritage Council methodology.

18



6. CONSULTATION PROCESS

 Spring 2011. The public consultation was advertised  Submissions were received by email, phone call and 

in the local newspapers, on Midlands 103 

Environment Show, on the www.offaly.ie/heritage

website and through direct email to those on the 

heritage database and the community forum 

through the public meeting comments.

 A draft plan was prepared for discussion by the 

Offaly Heritage Forum on Thursday 9th June 2011.

 The draft plan was then amended for discussion at database.

 Public meetings were held jointly with the 

Community Forum Area Meetings in the four 

districts of Mid Offaly in Tullamore, East Offaly in 

 The draft plan was then amended for discussion at 

the June County Council meeting on 20th June.

 The draft went out to public consultation until the 

15th of August. districts of Mid Offaly in Tullamore, East Offaly in 

Daingean, South Offaly in Birr and West Offaly in 

Rahan. 

 Presentations were made to Offaly County Council, 

 Further amendments were made and discussed at 

the September Offaly Heritage Forum meeting.

 The final plan was approved October Offaly County 

C il tiEdenderry, Birr and Tullamore Town Councils. 

 In addition, meetings with special interest groups 

were held with Offaly Historical Society, Birr 

Historical Society, Irish Georgian Society, Clara 

Council meeting.

 The Offaly Heritage Plan 2012-2016 was launched at 

the annual seminar on the weekend of the 

18th and 19th November 2011. 

Heritage Group. 19
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6. MAIN OUTCOMES FROM CONSULTATION

 The overall feedback on the current work of the  There is continued interest in oral history 

forum was positive and ‘to keep doing what we 

are doing’.

 Many of the public meetings involved providing 

i f ti  di i  j t  d h i  it  

recording.

 Communication works best when it is specific 

to local communities and the main thrust 

h ld b  i ti  t thi  l linformation, discussing projects and having site 

visits with communities.

 The opportunity is there to develop the tourism 

perspective of heritage.

should be communicating at this level.

 The forum decided that the focus for 

biodiversity budgets should be on awareness 

and local habitat management projects, as the perspective of heritage.

 For many sites, digital recording and 

presentations on line may be a more realistic 

option rather than presenting the site to the 

and local habitat management projects, as the 

main thrust for research is done under national 

or regional studies.  This would not preclude 

site / species specific cases where opportunities 

public.  It will complement any work that does 

occur on site.

 The care and conservation of medieval 

arise.

 There was a positive reaction to children’s 

programmes with a suggestion to increase 

the number or projects in this areagraveyards is an ongoing matter in which there 

is considerable public interest.

the number or projects in this area.
21



7. HERITAGE PLAN ACTIONS FOR
2012 - 2016
Objectives 1-6



1. OBJECTIVE
UTILISE TECHNOLOGY TO BRING
HERITAGE INFORMATION TO A
BROAD AUDIENCE
This is an area which has seen a fast pace of 
change over the past 10 years and this is certain 
to continue.

23



1. OBJECTIVE
UTILISE TECHNOLOGY TO BRING HERITAGE INFORMATION TO AUTILISE TECHNOLOGY TO BRING HERITAGE INFORMATION TO A
BROAD AUDIENCE

ActionsActions

1. Keep www.offaly.ie/heritage current. 7. Develop a range of ½ day itineraries for heritage 

2. Develop a facebook presence and an Offaly 

Heritage You Tube link. 

3. Record 3d scans of key carvings and buildings 

sites in Offaly.

8. Promote Offaly heritage sites on line using audio 

slide shows, pod casts etc.

and make available on the web. 

4. Explore the use of technology for interpretation 

i.e. town trails.

5. In partnership with the library service, upload 

archive digital imagery of heritage sites and 

information.

6 Develop linkages between Offaly Library local 6. Develop linkages between Offaly Library local 

history and the OHAS sites.
Arctron 3D  modelling Glasshouse Shinrone

24



2. OBJECTIVE
INCREASE THE INVOLVEMENT OF
CHILDREN WITH HERITAGE
There are a number of supports available to teachers, but 
without a structure to promote them, they are often not picked 
up on.  Large scale projects like the ENGAGE with Architecture
schools workshops in 2011 and the Insect Summer School in 

25

2010 raise the heritage profile for children and teachers.  The 
aim is to provide teachers with information or to provide 
workshops and competitions to engage the schools.



2  OBJECTIVE2. OBJECTIVE
INCREASE THE INVOLVEMENT OF CHILDREN WITH HERITAGE

ActionsActions

1. Promote and develop the Teacher’s Tools page on 

www offaly ie/heritagewww.offaly.ie/heritage.

2. Actively promote the Heritage in Schools 

programme run by the INTO and the Heritage 

Council.

3. Deliver workshops through library service and 

schools.

4. Facilitate, encourage and support heritage g g

themed children’s summer schools.

5. Utilise the Tidy Towns programme which 

promotes the involvement of schools in 

awareness and care of the natural and built 

heritage. 
Gordon D’Arcy, wildlife workshop with  Heritage in Schools

26



2  OBJECTIVE2. OBJECTIVE
INCREASE THE INVOLVEMENT OF CHILDREN WITH HERITAGE

ActionsActions

6. Maximise the facilities and programmes 

developed through the Teacher Education 

Centres.

7. Support the schools undertaking the biodiversity 

 f  G  S  module of the Green Schools programme.

8. Explore the option of re-running the canal 

awareness schools programme which covered all 

aspects of canal heritage  aspects of canal heritage. 

9. Develop a range of worksheets for natural and 

built heritage sites. 

10 Promote children’s activities for Heritage Week 10. Promote children s activities for Heritage Week 

and the Offaly Naturalists’ Field Club.
Rath National School raising the Green Flag 27



 O3. OBJECTIVE
PROVIDE INFORMATION TO LOCAL
COMMUNITIES ABOUT THEIRCOMMUNITIES ABOUT THEIR
HERITAGE AND FACILITATE THEM TO
DEVELOP HERITAGE PROJECTS
Many people have strong links with their locality 
and sense of place.  Providing information about 
heritage locally is valuable in conserving and 

28

enhancing this heritage and it can act as a stimulus 
for a wider appreciation of heritage.



3. OBJECTIVE
PROVIDE INFORMATION TO LOCAL COMMUNITIES ABOUT THEIRPROVIDE INFORMATION TO LOCAL COMMUNITIES ABOUT THEIR
HERITAGE AND FACILITATE THEM TO DEVELOP HERITAGE PROJECTS

ActionsActions

1. Promote Heritage Week as an opportunity to showcase 

local heritage projects and the heritage of towns and local heritage projects and the heritage of towns and 

villages. 

2. Source speakers / leaders to help groups interpret their 

local heritage. 

3. Continue to hold the annual seminar each autumn to 

provide feedback on Offaly heritage projects.

4. Provide support and information to Tidy Towns groups 

to guide their Natural and Built Heritage sections for to guide their Natural and Built Heritage sections for 

the competition, co-ordinating with village enhancement 

plans by the Planning Section.

5. Publish high quality books / information on Offaly’s 

heritage.

6. Promote the Offaly Naturalists’ Field Club Programme.

29
© David Lawrence
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3. OBJECTIVE
PROVIDE INFORMATION TO LOCAL COMMUNITIES ABOUT THEIRPROVIDE INFORMATION TO LOCAL COMMUNITIES ABOUT THEIR
HERITAGE AND FACILITATE THEM TO DEVELOP HERITAGE PROJECTS

ActionsActions

7. Assist with the organisation of the annual biodiversity 

 h lsummer school.

8. Participate on Midlands 103 programmes when the 

opportunities arise.

9 Submit regular articles and updates to local and national 9. Submit regular articles and updates to local and national 

newspapers and to Heritage Outlook magazine.

10. Provide assistance in developing appropriate information 

panels for communities. 

11. Support the development of a website for towns and 

villages which would have a role in promoting heritage 

locally.

12 Continue the recording of place names project  12. Continue the recording of place names project. 

13. Promote the collection of folklore. 
31© Kevin O’Dwyer, Exhibition of work from the Insect summer school 2010
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4. OBJECTIVE
TO MAXIMISE HERITAGE DATA
AND SITES FOR TOURISM
Following 10 years of heritage data collection and 
work at key sites, the heritage office is much better 
placed to provide information, to promote and advise 

33

on key heritage projects.  



4  OBJECTIVE4. OBJECTIVE
TO MAXIMISE HERITAGE DATA AND SITES FOR TOURISM

ActionsActions

1. Develop the ‘explore Offaly’ section of 

www offaly ie/heritage  adding in ½ day itineraries 

6. Continue to develop the Eco-node network of 

walkways and options of greenways on railway lineswww.offaly.ie/heritage, adding in ½ day itineraries 

and suggested routes.  These should include the wide 

range of heritage interest.  Slideshows and You Tubes 

can be added incrementally for sites.

walkways and options of greenways on railway lines.

2. Promote heritage information and sites suitable to 

visit with Shannon Development and Failte Ireland.

3. Make presentations to tourism courses and guide 

training courses.g

4. Update and continue to develop innovative 

interpretation at appropriate sites

5. Work with interested communities and individuals to 

present their sites physically or digitally as 

appropriate.
34



 O5. OBJECTIVE
TO BE PROACTIVE IN ENHANCING, 
PROTECTING AND RAISINGPROTECTING AND RAISING
AWARENESS OF OFFALY’S NATURAL
HERITAGE
Much of the natural heritage policy for agri-
environmental schemes, designation of sites etc. is 
done at a national level or through the County 
D l t Pl   H  t th  t  H it g  

35

Development Plan.  However at the county Heritage 
Plan level, we can focus on data collection, 
awareness and habitat enhancement. 
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Rathgibbon



5. OBJECTIVE
TO BE PROACTIVE IN ENHANCING  PROTECTING AND RAISINGTO BE PROACTIVE IN ENHANCING, PROTECTING AND RAISING
AWARENESS OF OFFALY’S NATURAL HERITAGE

ActionsActions

1. Carry out habitat mapping prioritising esker habitats 

i  th  th f th  t  d th  B  C ll  i  

shaped trimming at the correct time of year; hedge 

l i  d l ti  f l l  ti  in the south of the county and the Brosna Callows in 

the west.

2. Invasive alien species - record and submit locations to 

the National Biodiversity Centre.  Create awareness 

laying and planting of local provenance native 

species. 

6. Eco –nodes – a number of eco-nodes have been 

established in the Slieve Blooms.  Continue to develop y

in order to slow the spread of alien invasive species 

and where possible curb them from spreading.

3. Explore the best way to utilise quarries for 

p

the network and develop worksheets.

7. Promote the planting of native species.

8. Initiate research projects where national and regional 
biodiversity during and after use.

4. Promote the concept of connecting corridors for 

movement of wildlife.

studies will not suffice. 

9. Have local habitat management plans ready if 

funding becomes available.

5. Hedgerow Management has improved significantly in 

the past decade.  Continue to promote appropriately 
37
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Lough Boora



5. OBJECTIVE
TO BE PROACTIVE IN ENHANCING  PROTECTING AND RAISINGTO BE PROACTIVE IN ENHANCING, PROTECTING AND RAISING
AWARENESS OF OFFALY’S NATURAL HERITAGE

ActionsActions

10. Update 2007 State of the Wild Report in 2016.

11. Pond creation – promote the creation of ponds 

as rich biodiversity habitats –

building into village enhancement plans where appropriate.

E i  th  ti liti  f d i    12. Examine the practicalities of drawing up a 

Tree Strategy for Offaly.

13. Select and promote geology visitor areas following publication 

of the ‘Geology of Laois and Offaly’ by John Feehan.

14. Carry out seed collection at appropriate sites.

15. Publish appropriate heritage information in hard copy and online as appropriate.

16. Promote awareness of the natural heritage through the ‘Natural Heritage’ section of the Tidy Towns programme and 

Heritage Week. 39
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Slieve Blooms



6. OBJECTIVE
TO RECORD AND CONSERVE THE
BUILT HERITAGE
A number of key buildings have been conserved over 
the two previous plan periods.  While the funding is 
variable each year it is appropriate to be prepared to 

41

make an application when opportunities arise. 



6  OBJECTIVE6. OBJECTIVE
TO RECORD AND CONSERVE THE BUILT HERITAGE

ActionsActions

1. Prepare Architectural Conservation Area material for appropriate 

settlements in Offaly, focusing on the local awareness aspect. 

2. Facilitate private and public owners of buildings in their work to conserve 

them.

3. Work to improve the setting of the built heritage through public realm 

schemesschemes.

4. Promote awareness of tradition building techniques – i.e. host traditional 

skills day with Irish Georgian Society, host lime workshops with the 

Building Limes Forum of Ireland.

5. Support the Library service to continue to keep their collection of 

Department produced Advice publications in stock.

6. Develop the brand of  ‘Engage with Architecture’ to promote and provoke 

discussion on the built heritage of the county.

7. Promote awareness of the built heritage and street furniture through the 

‘Built Heritage’ section of the Tidy Towns programme and Heritage Week.

42
International Blacksmithing Convention 2011



6  OBJECTIVE6. OBJECTIVE
TO RECORD AND CONSERVE THE BUILT HERITAGE

ActionsActions

8. Create awareness of any schemes that are available to support 

owners of protected structures.

9. Carry out a survey recording the condition and care of medieval 

church ruins.

10. Develop methodologies for works to be done for key sites in the county 

so they are ready when funding may come available. 

11. Collect geological data on where stone came from for medieval 

buildings.

12. Continue to utilise opportunities to build a photographic collection of 

the county available digitally though commissions, competitions and y g y g , p

the scanning of existing collections.

13. Collate information on street furniture including road side pumps 

and fountains.

C ll t  h  th  b i k fi ld  i  th  P ll h 
Plan of Rahan Church by Howley Hayes for 
Rahan Monastic Site Conservation Plan 14. Collate research on the brick fields in the Pullough area.

15. Record and document sites such as Bord na Mona machinery, the  

walls of the old carbon site at Turraun.

Rahan Monastic Site – Conservation Plan
43
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APPENDIX: 
MEMBERSHIP OF OFFALY HERITAGE FORUM
Member Representing Organisation

Cllr Eamon Dooley Cathaoirleach Planning and Economic Development Committee, Offaly County Council
Brian Hart Offaly Community Forum
Alex Copland BirdWatch Ireland
Andre  Murra Senior Planner  Planning Department  Offal  Count  CouncilAndrew Murray Senior Planner, Planning Department, Offaly County Council
Rachel McKenna County Architect, Offaly County Council
Padriag Brazil Farming Organisations
Stephen McNeill Offaly Historical and Archaeological Society
Christine Byrne Slieve Bloom Rural DevelopmentChristine Byrne Slieve Bloom Rural Development
Fiona Devery Botanical Society of British Isles
Tom Egan Bord na Mona Energy Ltd
Richard Whelan Coillte
Louis Byrne Waterways IrelandLouis Byrne Waterways Ireland
Val Swan National Parks and Wildlife, D AHG
Caimin O'Brien National Monuments Division, D AHG
Maura Allen Offaly Local Development Company
Amanda Pedlow Offaly Heritage Officer  Offaly County CouncilAmanda Pedlow Offaly Heritage Officer, Offaly County Council
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