
t Carthach also known as Mochuda is the patron saint of this monastery which was founded by Camelacus in the fifth 
century.  Carthach was from Ciarraige Luachra in North Kerry and died at Lismore, Co Waterford after he was expelled 
from Rahan monastery in 636 by Blathmac, King of Meath.  Constantine, King of Alba is said to have given up his throne 
in order to retire here as a monk.  The monastery adopted the Rule of St Augustine around 1200 as part of the overall 

reformation of the monastic church in Ireland.  

In the field today one can see the remains of three churches.  The Church of Ireland church contains the eastern half of a cruciform 
church decorated in the early Romanesque style (1100-1120) with an impressive Rose window in the apex of the east gable.  This 
cruciform plan is unique amongst the early Irish stone churches and can be compared with early churches in Syria and North Africa.  
The nave of this church was built in 1732 when it was added on to the earlier church.  In the graveyard to the south are the poorly 
preserved remains of a featureless church.  To the east of the Church of Ireland church there is a well preserved 15th century church 
with impressive Romanesque doorway.  The original monastic enclosure can still be seen today incorporated into the modern field 
boundaries and this would have been the foundations for a timber wall enclosing the monastic settlement or Civitas of Rahan.

s é Naomh Carthach, (ar a dtugtar Mochua chomh maith), pátrún na mainistreach seo a bhunaigh Camelacus sa cúigiú 
haois.  Ba as Ciarraige Luachra i dTuaisceart Chiarraí do Charthach agus fuair sé bás ag Lios Mór, Co Phort Láirge i ndiaidh 
dó bheith ruaigthe ag Blathmac, Rí na Mí, ó mhainistir Raithin i 636.  Deirtear gur thug Constantine, Rí Albain, suas a 
ríchathaoir chun a shaol a chríochnú anseo mar mhanach.  Ghabh an mainistir rial Naomh Agaistín thart ar 1200 mar chuid 

de athcheartú iomlán an eaglais mhanachúil in Éirinn.  

Sa pháirc inniu is féidir iarsmaí trí shéipéal a fheiceáil.  Istigh i séipéal Eaglais na hÉireann tá an taobh thoir de shéipéal 
croschruthach maisithe sa stíl Sean-Rómhánúil(1100-1120) le fuinneog sonrach Róis i mbuaic an oir-bhinn. Ní fheictear an plean 
croschruthach seo ach ins na sean-séipéail cloiche Éireannacha agus is féidir comparáid a dhéanamh le sean-séipéail ins an tSír 
agus san Afraic Thuaidh.  Tógadh corp an tséipéil seo i 1732 nuair a cuireadh é leis an sean-séipéal.  Ó dheas sa reilig tá iarsmaí 
lag-chaomhnaithe ó shéipéal lom, gan gné.  Soir ón séipéal Phrotastúnach tá séipéal ón cúigiú haois déag atá caomhnaithe go maith 
agus ag a bhfuil doras sonrach Rómhánúil.  Tá an iamh mhanachúil a bhí ann ó thus fós le feiceáil inniu mar chuid de theorainn nua-
aimseartha na páirce. Ba chuid de bhunsraith bhalla adhmad é seo a chuir fál timpeall ar áitriú manachúil nó Civitas Rahan.
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Artists impression 
of early Christian 
monastery at Rahan.

Artists Impression 
of the 12th century 
church

12th century 
Romanesque 
cruciform church 
now incorporated 
into Church of 
Ireland church.

12th century Romanesque cruciform 
church

Romanesque 
window in 
the east gable 
of the 12th 
century church

This monument is protected under section 12 (3) of the National Monuments 
(Ammendment) Act 1994.www.offaly.ie/offalyheritage
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