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Chapter 15 Natural Heritage
Aim 

Offaly County Council will seek to conserve protect and enhance Offaly’s natural heritage where possible. The Council will aim to strike a reasonable balance between conservation and development objectives in the interests of the proper planning and sustainable development of the county.

Context 
The following principles will guide the Council’s heritage policies and objectives set out in the County Development Plan:

· To avoid damage or loss of natural heritage;

· To mitigate the effects of harm where it cannot be avoided

· To promote appropriate enhancement as an integral part of any development

· To promote a reasonable balance between conservation measures and development measures in the interests of promoting the orderly and sustainable development of Offaly
Offaly has a predominantly flat landscape, which is particularly typified by its extent of boglands. It also comprises of an esker landscape, which encapsulates the geographical change that emerged following the ice age and which merits protection given its unique importance in providing scientific, recreational and amenity value. The Slieve Blooms upland area, located in the south of the county, is the only substantial upland area within the county. 

Over 10% of the land area of Ireland is formally and legally designated as being of European importance for nature conservation
. The designation includes Special Protection Areas (SPA), candidate Special Areas of Conservation (cSAC), Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs) and proposed Natural Heritage Areas (pNHAs). Offaly has a wide diversity of natural and semi-natural habitats such as bogs, wetlands, lakes, river and upland habitats that support a wide range of wild plant and animal species. Many of these areas are coming under increasing pressure as development intensifies, and it is important that measures are put in place to respond to these pressures and that any development shall not have a detrimental effect on the natural environment.

County Offaly’s landscape comprises a wide diversity of natural and semi-natural habitats including the following:

· Slieve Bloom Mountains

· Waterways, in particular the River Shannon (Shannon Callows) and the Grand Canal

· Lakes

· Bogs (Intact and cutaway)

· Eskers (in particular the Eiscir Riada)

· Farmland

The habitats listed above support a variety of species and ecosystems that contribute to the unique biodiversity of Offaly. This unique biodiversity is protected under a number of measures at International, National and Local level. In its role as Planning Authority, Offaly County Council is one of the key agencies responsible for the protection of the natural environment. Section 10 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) requires that a Development Plan include objectives relating to the conservation and protection of the environment, including, in particular, the natural heritage and the conservation of European sites and any other sites, which may be prescribed. The designation of sites within County Offaly and subsequent protection afforded to them does not always preclude development from occurring. However, the Council’s role is to ensure that development, when considered appropriate, is carried out in a manner that does not impede or disturb the biodiversity of the subject site. 

Biodiversity
It is established that biodiversity is being lost at an increasing rate and one of the main objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity was the conservation of biodiversity. The UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) resulted from the Earth Summit held in 1992 in Rio de Janeiro. Ireland signed the Convention in 1992 and ratified it in 1996. Subsequent agreements, EU Directives and Ireland's National Biodiversity Plan have reinforced this message and the commitment to halt the loss of biodiversity. Offaly County Council will endeavour to continue efforts to reduce the loss of biodiversity through the implementation of a Local Biodiversity Plan (in accordance with Objective O15-06) when carried out.  

Strategy

15.1
Conservation Designations

European and national legislation protects many valuable remaining wild habitats through the designation of sites as Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs), (candidate) Special Areas of Conservation (SAC’s) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs). The designation of these sites at a national level is the responsibility of the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government, but it is the responsibility of everyone to protect these sites. The process of designation is ongoing and other sites may be identified during the life of this plan. Sites of nature conservation value have the potential to increase tourism in the area and add to the aesthetic and recreational appeal of the landscape.
15.2 Conservation Legislation
There are a number of legislative provisions for the protection of habitats, species and ecosystems in existence that have international and national status. Some of the most important pieces of legislation governing nature conservation are:

· the Wildlife Act, 1976
· the Wildlife (Amendment) Act, 2000 and
· the European Union (Natural Habitats) Regulations, S.I. 94/1997 (which have been amended twice with S.I. 233/1998 & S.I. 378/2005)
The Council’s role as competent authority in the context of European sites is to ensure that development, when permitted, does not adversely affect the integrity of the site.
15.2.1 The Wildlife (Amendment) Act, 2000 (Natural Heritage Areas)

Natural Heritage Areas are designated by the National Parks and Wildlife Service of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DEHLG) under the provisions of the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000 in recognition of nationally important habitats, species and sites of geological interest. Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs) cover nationally important semi-natural and natural habitats, landforms or geomorphological features, wildlife plant and animal species or a diversity of these natural attributes. Within County Offaly there are thirty-six proposed NHAs and seven fully adopted NHAs
. Refer to Tables 15.1 and 15.2 and also Map 15.1a.
The aims of the Wildlife Act, 1976 and the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000 are as follows:

· to provide for the protection and conservation of wild fauna and flora

· to conserve a representative sample of important ecosystems

· to provide for the development and protection of game resources and to regulate their exploitation

· to provide a mechanism to give statutory protection to Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs)

· provide for statutory protection for important geological and geomorphological sites, including fossil sites by designation as NHAs and

· to provide the services necessary to accomplish such aims 
(Source: National Parks and Wildlife Service)

Table 15.1 Natural Heritage Areas in County Offaly


[image: image1.emf]000564 River Little Brosna Callows

000565 Clonydonnin Bog

 Natural Heritage Areas

Site Code Site Name

Black Castle Bog

000890 Cangort Bog

000921 Screggan Bog

000570

002033 Daingean Bog

002355 Hawkswood Bog


Table 15.2 Proposed Natural Heritage Areas in County     Offaly
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Site Code Site Name

000413 Annaghmore Lough Fen (Offaly)

River Shannon Callows

Slieve Bloom Mountains

000216

000412

000882 Ballintemple Bog

000568 Birr (Domestic Dwelling)

000569 Birr (Domestic Dwelling)

000574 Clonad Wood

000894 Clorhane Wood

000897 Derrykeel Meadows

002059

002058 Bracken's Dwelling near Whiteford

Milltown, Shinrone

Drumakeenan National School

Grand Canal 002104

000936

000910

002065

000913

001775

000920

002064

001777

001830

002063

Lough Nahinch (Tipperary)

000010 Dovegrove Callows

000900

000903

Drumkeenan, Eagle Hill and 

Perry's Mill

Golden Grove Woods

000579

000586

000906

000885 Ballyduff Esker

Mount St. Joseph's Wood

000917

000909 Lough Coura

000892 Clonfinlough Esker

000889 Camor Wood

000581

Pallas Lough 000916

Kilcormac Esker

Lough Nanag Esker

000893 Clonlyon Glebe Bog

Moyclare Bog

000585 Sharavogue Bog

Woodville Woods 000927

Raheen Lough

Ross and Glenns Eskers

000925 The Long Derries, Edenderry

000919 Ridge Road, Sw of Rapemills

Cloghanbeg

001365 Lough Boora

St Joseph's Mountheathon

001776 Pilgrim's Road Esker

Murphy's Bridge Esker

Doon Esker Wood

Ballyduff Wood

000566 All Saints Bog and Esker

000575 Ferbane Bog

000571 Charleville Wood

000572 Clara Bog

000567 Banagher (Domestic Dwelling)

Woodfield Bog

000580 Mongan Bog

000576 Fin Lough (Offaly)

Kinnitty (Domestic Dwelling)

000582 Raheenmore Bog

000583 Roscrea Bog


The ecological interest that underlies proposed NHAs is taken into account in decisions on planning applications. 
15.2.2 EU Birds Directive (Special Protection Areas)

Special Protection Areas (SPAs) are areas of European importance, designated under the EU Birds Directive (79/409/EEC) by reason of the bird species and populations that they support. A network of protected sites is required to protect wild birds at their breeding, feeding, roosting and wintering areas. The Birds Directive addresses the conservation of all wild birds throughout the European Union, including marine areas, and covers their protection, management, control and exploitation. It places a broad requirement on countries to take necessary measures to maintain the populations of all wild birds at levels determined by ecological, scientific and cultural needs. The Birds Directive requires designation of Special Protection Areas (SPAs) for the following:
· Listed rare and vulnerable species such as: Whooper Swan, Greenland White-fronted Goose, Peregrine Falcon, Corncrake and Terns

· Regularly occurring migratory species such as: Ducks, Geese and Waders

· Wetlands, especially those of international importance, which attract large numbers of migratory birds each year. (Internationally important means that 1% of the population of a species uses the site or more than 20,000 birds regularly use the site)

The Special Protection Areas (SPAs) have been selected because they support populations of birds of particular species that are rare or threatened in Europe and require particular measures, including the designation of protected areas, to conserve them.  Within the county there are 6 SPAs
. 

Table 15.3 Special Protection Areas in County Offaly
	Site Code
	Site Name

	004017
	Mongan Bog

	004086
	Little Brosna River Callows

	004096
	Middle Shannon Callows

	004103
	All Saints Bog

	004137
	Dovegrove Callows

	004160
	Slieve Bloom Mountains (Proposed)


All wild birds are protected under the EU Birds Directive. Table 15.4 lists particular birds, known to roost, nest, breed or winter within County Offaly, that are protected under the EU Birds Directive.
Table 15.4

Occurrence in Offaly of birds protected under Annex I of the EU Birds Directive 

	SPECIES
	NOTES

	Bewick’s swan
	Winter

	Whopper Swan
	Winter

	Greenland Whitefronted Goose
	Winter

	Golden Plover
	

	Hen Harrier
	All year

	Merlin
	All year (possibly breeds)

	Peregrine
	All year

	Corncrake
	Breeding

	Kingfisher
	All year


The Birds Directive requires that special measures be taken to conserve the habitats of listed species in order to ensure their survival and reproduction in their area of distribution.  Only activities that do not have significant effects on birds are acceptable in SPAs. The Birds Directive also requires the avoidance of pollution or deterioration of habitats generally outside specifically protected sites. (Refer to Map 15.1c).

15.2.3
EU Habitats Directive (Candidate Special Areas of Conservation)

Candidate Special Areas of Conservation (cSACs) are areas of special importance to wildlife habitats and species. The EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) lists priority habitats and species that must be conserved. Under the Habitats Directive, each EU member is required to designate SACs, because they support habitat and plant and animal species that are rare or threatened in Europe and that require particular measures, including the designation of protected sites to conserve them. 

While cSACs are fully protected under the EU Habitats Directive, the term ‘candidate’ refers to the fact that the sites are currently under consideration by the European Commission. Irish habitats include raised bogs, active blanket bogs, turloughs, sand dunes, machair (flat sandy plains on the north and west coasts), heaths, lakes, rivers, woodlands, estuaries and sea inlets. The 25 Irish species, which must be afforded protection, include: Salmon, Otter and Freshwater Pearl Mussel (Refer to Table 15.5). 

Table 15.5 Candidate Special Areas of 

      Conservation in County Offaly
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000412

000566

000571

000572

Candidate Special Areas of Conservation

Site Code Site Name

000216

000580

000581

000585

000919

002236

000925

001776

002147

002162

River Shannon Callows

Slieve Bloom Mountains

All Saints Bog and Esker

Charleville Wood

Clara Bog

Ferbane Bog

Mongan Bog

Lisduff Fen

River Barrow and River Nore

Island Fen

Moyclare Bog

Raheenmore Bog

Sharavogue Bog

Ridge Mill, SW of Rapemills

000576 Fin Lough

000582

The Long Derries, Edenderry

Pilgrim's Road Esker


Part IV of the 1997 European Communities (Natural Habitats) Regulations, subsequently amended by the Wildlife Amendment Act, 2000 requires local authorities in respect of development requiring planning permission to ensure that an appropriate assessment of the implications of a proposed development within an SAC be undertaken.  Map 15.1b shows the SACs in Co. Offaly.

15.2.4
Statutory Nature Reserves

There are four Statutory Nature Reserves in County Offaly as listed in Table 15.6 and shown on Map 15.1d. Statutory Nature Reserves have been given a priority designation in association with the EU Habitats Directive. These Reserves provide the strictest means in Ireland for the protection of wildlife sites. The Reserves comprise of state-owned land, inland waters or foreshore areas which form the habitat of a species or community of flora or fauna of scientific interest or form part of an ecosystem of scientific interest, which would benefit from protection measures, established under the Wildlife Act, 1976 and the Wildlife (Amendment) Act, 2000. Nearly all damaging activities can be legally prevented in them.


Table 15.6
Statutory Nature Reserves in Offaly

	Nature Reserve
	Date 
	Area (HA)
	Main Habitats

	Slieve Bloom 
Mountains
	1985
	2,300
	Blanket Bog

	Clara Bog
	1987
	460
	Raised Bog

	Mongan Bog
	1987
	119
	Raised Bog

	Raheenmore Bog
	1987
	162
	Raised Bog


15.2.5
Natura 2000

The Natura 2000 Network is a network of important ecological sites across the European Union. It is comprised of areas known as Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and Special Areas of Conservations (SACs). The total land and freshwater area within the Natura network in Ireland is some 11,644km2. The designation of an area as a site in the Natura 2000 Network does not mean the limitation of activities within the site and surrounding area if these are environmentally sustainable and do not affect the integrity of the area or its habitats, or the objectives of species conservation.

15.2.6
Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar Sites)
The Convention of Wetlands of International Importance was established at Ramsar on 2nd February 1971, as amended by the Protocol at Paris on 3rd December 1982.  Ireland ratified this convention on 15th November 1984.  The main aim of the convention is to secure the designation by each contracting state of wetlands in its territory for inclusion in a list of wetlands of international importance for waterfowl.  This entails the commitment of each contracting state to a policy of protection and management of the designated wetlands, and of formulating and implementing planning so as to promote the conservation of designated wetlands and, as far as possible, the wise use of wetlands in its territory. Ireland presently has forty-five sites designated as Wetlands of International Importance, with surface areas of 66,994 hectares.  Of this, Offaly has 2,979 hectares of Wetlands of International Importance (Refer to Table 15.7 and Map 15.1e).

Protection derives from other designations of the sites as SPAs or Nature Reserves.  It obliges the state to recognise and conserve any internationally important wetlands. The Convention notes the presence of rare, vulnerable, endemic or endangered plants or animals as a factor in determining international importance.

Table 15.7
Convention on Wetlands (RAMSAR) Sites in Offaly

	Ramsar 
Site
	Area 
Designated (Hectares)
	Site 
Number

	Clara Bog
	460
	415

	Mongan Bog
	127
	416

	Raheenmore Bog
	162
	417

	Slieve Bloom
Mountains
	2,230
	335


15.2.7
Wildfowl Sanctuary
There are 68 wildfowl sanctuaries in the state. These are wetland sites which are important for wildfowl. County Offaly shares one with Co Tipperary, the Little Brosna Wildfowl Sanctuary. It straddles the Little Brosna River (Country Boundary) in the parish of Lusmagh. The Council recognises the importance of this site for wetland birds.

15.2.8
Biogenetic Reserves

Biogenetic Reserves are designated by the Council of Europe and are natural habitats which are especially valuable for nature conservation in Europe.  There are currently fourteen Biogenetic Reserves in Ireland, four of which are in County Offaly.  It is an objective of Offaly County Council to protect these habitats (Refer to table 15.8 and Map 15.1f).

Table 15.8
Biogenetic Reserves in Offaly

	Clara Bog

	Mongan Bog

	Slieve Bloom Mountains

	Raheenmore Bog


15.2.9
Species Protection /Protected Species 

Certain plant, animal and bird species are protected by law. This includes plant species listed in the Flora Protection Order, 1999 (or other such Orders) and animals and birds listed in the Wildlife Act, 1976 and subsequent statutory instruments, those listed in Annex IV of the Habitats Directive, and those listed in Annex 1 of the Birds Directive. The planning process should seek to further protect and enhance those species (currently protected by law) and their habitats. Very often this can be done by minimising adverse impacts – for example, by requiring that development takes place outside the breeding season. In other cases, it may be appropriate to seek to ensure that individual members of a species survive by providing alternative roosts in the case of bats, for example. It may also be appropriate to seek to have an alternative area(s) of habitat provided.

Table 15.9 lists the sites in County Offaly, which are designated for the protection of plants, species and habitats.  These are designated under the provisions of the Wildlife Act 1976. (S.I. No. 338 of 1980).  It should be noted that protected species are protected wherever they occur and not just within designated sites.  The Flora Protection Order S.I. No. 94 of 1999 lists the species of flora, which are protected, and also protects the habitat or environment of protected flora, making it an offence to willfully alter or otherwise interfere with these areas.

The Council shall protect plant and animal species that are listed under (1-4) under Wildlife Act, 1976 (amended 2000). Some of the rarest flora species are protected under the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000. The current list of protected species is set out in the Flora (Protection) Order, (1999) which supersedes orders made in 1980 and 1987. As well as flowering plants and ferns, it includes for the first time a number of mosses, liverworts, lichens and algae. It is illegal to cut, uproot or damage the listed species in any way, or to offer them for sale. This prohibition extends to the taking or sale of seed. In addition, it is illegal to alter, damage or interfere in any way with their habitats. This protection applies wherever the plants are found and is not confined to sites designated for nature conservation. 

Under the Habitats Directive there is a requirement that certain species listed in Annex IV of the Habitats Directive are strictly protected. These species are not necessarily associated with areas subject to a specific designation. 

Table 15.9 Sites designated for the protection of plant species and habitats.

	1
	Grand Canal at Tullamore (N. 340 250)

	2
	Grand Canal at Kilbeggan (N.35 35)

	3
	Shannonharbour near Bullock Island (N020 178)

	4
	Camus Callows, Clonmacnoise (N02 31)


Table 15.10 outlines a number of species that are known to occur in Offaly. A number of the species occur on sites that are already protected under international and national conservation legislation.

Table 15.10 Occurrence in Offaly of species protected under the Flora Protection Order (1999) 

	Species
	Notes
	Location
	Grid Reference

	Basil Thyme
	Eskers; dry species-rich grasslands
	The Long Derries, Edenderry

Roadside, Portarlington Roads, Edenderry

Rabbit Burrow, Church Hill, Blueball, Tullamore.
	N6568 2933

N6200 3096

N2513 2251

	Green-winged 

Orchid
	Eskers; dry species-rich grasslands
	
	

	Red Hemp

Nettle
	Eskers; dry species-rich grasslands
	Coneycarn Pit, Glaster, Birr.

Murphy’s Bridge Esker, Tullamore.

Agall Quarry, Blueball, Tullamore.
	N00247 10774

N37476 30877

N26977 23048

	Opposite-Leaved 

pondweed
	Mesotrophic lakes/water bodies
	Shannon Harbour (drain between road and callows).

Tullamore River
	N030 180

N340 250

	Meadow 

Barley
	Waste ground, banks, field edges
	Banagher (grazed meadow lying between the

Shannon and the old railway line).

Minus Island, Banagher.
	N01172 16232

N02198 18515

	Slender Cotton 

Grass
	Peatlands
	Sharavogue Bog
	S052988


15.3
Biodiversity

15.3.1
National Biodiversity Plan 2002

Ireland's National Biodiversity Plan was launched in April 2002 and sets out the framework through which Ireland will provide for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity over a five-year period. It includes ninety one actions and outlines specific actions for Local Authorities including the following:
· Each Local Authority to prepare a Local Biodiversity Plan in consultation with relevant stakeholders. 

· Each Local Authority to designate a contact officer for natural heritage conservation matters in its area. 

A new National Biodiversity Plan is currently being prepared. 

15.3.2 Biodiversity Action Strategy for Offaly

The Biodiversity Action Strategy for Offaly was adopted by Offaly County Council in June 2005. This policy document sets out the process and principles for the biodiversity action plan in Offaly. In addition ‘State of the Wild in Offaly’ was published in 2007. This publication sets out the baseline data known about each of the flora and fauna species groups in Offaly. 

Offaly County Council will seek to protect the County’s Natural Heritage. There may be instances when development may be deemed appropriate in areas that are not designated for conservation protection but where the Planning Authority considers that significant biodiversity is present. In this instance, applicants will be requested to undertake an ecological report of the site. 

Efforts should be made by the applicant to ensure that minimal disturbance is caused to the existing biodiversity pertaining to the site. Evidence of significant biodiversity may be detected because of the nature of the site e.g. waterway, esker, upland area, bog, woodland, presence of protected species etc.  In such instances, the Planning Authority may recommend the following actions to be taken in order to protect and enhance the identified ecological features:

1. Retain existing habitats (e.g. trees, scrub, grassland, ponds) and incorporate into open space areas. 

2. Leave rough grassland areas (with appropriate mowing regimes) as wildlife corridors, particularly adjacent to linear features such as roads and watercourses).

3. Retain existing boundary hedgerows between developments and private property. Fencing and man-made boundaries should be erected where necessary but not in the place of a hedgerow.

15.4
National Heritage Plan 2002

A key objective of the National Heritage Plan (2002) seeks to “place heritage at the heart of public life”. The plan recognises that heritage is communal and we all share a responsibility to protect it. Protection of heritage must begin at local level enabling everybody to become actively involved in preserving and enhancing the heritage of County Offaly.  

15.5
Offaly Heritage Plan 2007-2011

The Offaly Heritage plan is the second Heritage Plan to be prepared and published for the county and it outlines a five-year, specific action plan of work to be carried out in County Offaly, overseen by the Offaly Heritage Forum. The programme delivery is co-coordinated by the Offaly Heritage Office and lists a number of actions to be undertaken over the Heritage Plan Period. The Council will continue to work with the Heritage Forum in relation to achieving its targets over this County Development Plan period. 
15.6
Nature Protection outside Protected Sites

The Planning Authority acknowledges that it is important to maintain and enhance the character and quality of the urban and rural environment in its entirety as wildlife heritage is not confined to statutory designated sites, but is found throughout the countryside and in built-up areas. Protecting areas in isolation from each other with little regard to conservation in the wider countryside is considered inappropriate. All development proposals should respect significant wildlife habitat areas and corridors so as to protect flora and fauna and to conserve and enhance their habitat. It is through the conservation of ecological infrastructure such as hedgerows and riparian corridors that we can develop a ‘network of sites’. These allow for the migration and the exchange of species between conservation areas. The Council will encourage the management of features of the landscape which are of major importance for wild fauna and flora. Such features are those which, by virtue of their linear and continuous structure (such as rivers with their banks or the traditional systems for the marking of field boundaries) or their function as stepping stones (such as ponds or small woods), are essential for the migration, dispersal and genetic exchange of wild species. The provision of Green Belts between built up urban areas can also play a significant role within this ecological network.
Offaly County Council will seek to conserve and protect features of natural interest such as woodlands, hedgerows, wetlands and unspoilt uplands. In addition, the Council will encourage the management (creation, restoration and enhancement) of features in the landscape, which are of importance for wild flora and fauna.  Such features are those which, by virtue of their linear or continuous structures (such as rivers, hedgerows), are essential for the migration, dispersal and genetic exchange of wild species (Habitats Directive Article 10).

15.7
Areas of Geological Interest 

To date, sites of geological interest have not been comprehensively covered by the existing nature conservation designations.  This is currently being addressed by the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government (DEHLG) and the Geological Survey of Ireland who are drawing up a list of sites of geological interest that will be proposed as Natural Heritage Areas.  In the meantime, Offaly County Council recognises the importance of geological heritage and will have regard to the DEHLG’s recommendations where applications are referred. 

It is a general objective to seek the preservation of important features of geological interest within the county.

It is a particular objective to maintain the conservation value of those features or areas of geological interest that are listed in this chapter.

15.8
Areas of High Amenity

It shall be Council policy to protect and preserve the county’s primary areas of high amenity (Refer to Map 15.2) namely the Slieve Bloom Mountains, Clonmacnoise Heritage Zone, the River Shannon, Lough Boora Parklands, Grand Canal, Croghan Hill, Raheenmore Bog, Pallas Lake and Clara Bog and Eskers, Eiscir Riada, other eskers and Durrow High Cross, Abbey and surrounding area.

15.8.1
Slieve Bloom Mountains
The Slieve Bloom Mountain area is the only substantial upland area in County Offaly. Approximately one-third of the mountains, some 12,000 hectares, lies within County Offaly, the remainder is located in County Laois. The value of the Slieve Bloom Mountains derives from the contrast they offer to Offaly’s otherwise flat landscape. The mountains afford the visitor a range of spectacular views, forests and riverside walks, picnic sites, historic and archaeological sites. The entire mountain area has been designated as an Environment Park and it is an objective of the Council to realise fully the tourist, recreational and educational potential that the area has to offer.

The overall policy of the Council towards the mountains will be to co-operate with other bodies in encouraging development of the amenity and recreational potential of the area while at the same time, preserving the quality and character of the environment. The Council will encourage development of the villages as a means of enhancing the level of local services and to form a basis for the development of a viable tourism industry in the mountains. The Council accepts that there is need to devise an overall strategy for the integrated development of the Slieve Bloom area and to secure an appropriate balance between competing land uses e.g. farming, forestry, recreation, conservation and residential. To this end, Offaly County Council along with Laois County Council prepared a joint policy statement for the Slieve Blooms in May 1995.
15.8.2
Clonmacnoise 
Clonmacnoise is one of Ireland’s foremost national monuments and is of international importance as a spiritual, historic, archaeological and cultural centre. The unique atmosphere and attractiveness of Clonmacnoise derives not only from the monastic site itself but its relationship to the River Shannon and the callows together with the sense of enclosure provided by the eskers. The effect is heightened by the unfolding of the site as it is approached either from the river or any of the three approach roads. The Council is conscious of the fact that the interaction of all these elements contributes significantly to the impact of the area and that it is necessary to preserve and protect these fully in order to retain the unique and special character of Clonmacnoise. In addition to the monastic site, the area surrounding Clonmacnoise, including Mongan Bog, Fin Lough and Clonmacnoise Callows, are areas of international importance (Refer to Chapter 14, Built Heritage).

15.8.3
Waterways

15.8.3.1 Shannon River and Callows
The Council recognises the immense value of the River Shannon as a major tourist resource and recreational asset. The Council’s policy will be to protect the landscape including the callows and views of special interest and also to encourage the development of Shannonbridge, Banagher and Shannonharbour as focal points. It will also be Council policy to investigate the possibility of providing a Linear Park based on the River Shannon from Banagher to Meelick, which takes account of the sensitive ecological nature of the Callows area.
15.8.3.2 The Grand Canal

The Offaly section of the Grand Canal comprises of some sixty four kilometres from Edenderry to Shannon Harbour. It passes through the towns of Daingean and Tullamore. There is a disused Kilbeggan branch line, which is now used as a walking route. The canal traverses large tracts of boglands and is bordered by hedgerows dating back 200 years and little fringes of wild vegetation along the bank. 

The Grand Canal is a focus for a wide range of uses, especially for recreation and tourism purposes. The visual quality of the surrounding areas is intrinsic to maintain the attractiveness of the Grand Canal corridor. Hence, the corridor is especially sensitive to large development structures, insensitively designed sporadic housing and large-scale land uses such as extractive industries. 

As the landscape around the Grand Canal Corridor is both flat and undulating, height restriction should apply to built development in the flatter areas to avoid long distance visual intrusion. The Heritage Council published a number of Waterway Corridor Studies pertaining to Offaly in 2002 and in 2004. Regard will be had to these studies. 

The recreational value of the Grand Canal is recognised and it is intended to preserve its attractiveness by carefully controlling development in order to protect its amenity and tourism potential. It is the Council’s policy that developments, which require vehicular access from public roads that were formerly towpaths or from existing towpaths along the Grand Canal, are very strictly controlled (Refer to Chapter 14, Built Heritage, policy P14-10).  The development of the canal in relation to walking, cycling, coarse fishing and cruising will however be encouraged. Offaly County Council will have regard to the Waterway Corridor Study 2002 in the development control process.

15.8.4
Boglands

Within the county, the most significant and designated stretches of blanket bog are to be found in the Slieve Bloom Mountains. This bog hosts many scarce species associated with this relatively uniform habitat including a variety of bog mosses, orchid, bog rosemary, and twayblade.  In addition, there are many lowland raised bogs scattered throughout the county and are important as they support an increasing number of scarce species. Offaly County Council recognises that the peatlands comprise the main topographical feature of the landscape in Offaly. The heritage value associated with the peatlands in County Offaly is acknowledged and the Council will continue to protect those areas of bogland, in line with existing designations. 

15.8.4.1 Lough Boora Parklands
Lough Boora is made up of a number of smaller sites including three different wetland areas, two angling lakes and the famous Lough Boora Mesolithic Site. There are also areas of forestry, pasture, flower-rich natural grassland and wilderness areas. This area is shown in Map 15.2. The last known population of naturally occurring Grey Partridge in Ireland survives in this area and should be taken into account when considering any development application in this area.
15.8.4.2 Clara Bog and Eskers
Clara Bog is an internationally renowned bogland, which is a designated Nature Reserve. Moreover the esker system adjacent to the bog is recognised to be critically important to the functioning of the bog’s soak system. The Council will, through its development management system seeks to protect and safeguard this area from development, which would damage or detract from its scientific environmental and ecological value.
15.8.5
Eskers

The Council recognises the unique importance of Offaly’s Esker Landscape deriving from its geological, zoological, botanical and scientific value. Opportunities to examine touring routes utilising the eskers will be examined in conjunction with Westmeath County Council and the Geological Survey of Ireland. An Offaly Esker Study was published in 2006 and is a valuable source of information regarding the existing eskers in part of the county.  There are twenty esker systems in Offaly containing 208 segments. Each esker system comprises a landform or series of landforms (esker segments) having a single process history, in a specific zone. The esker system covers over 4,000 acres in Offaly (Offaly Esker Study, 2006). 

The Eiscir Riada which traverses the north-western corner of County Offaly in a more or less continuous line from Shannonbridge to Clonmacnoise and on to Clara, Durrow and Rahugh (County Westmeath), is worthy of conservation due to its geomorphologic, scientific, historical, recreational and amenity value and uniqueness. 

15.8.6
Croghan Hill
The Council recognises the scenic quality and recreational value of the Croghan Hill area. Croghan Hill, Raheenmore Bog (which is a designated Nature Reserve under the Wildlife Act 2000 as amended) and Cannakill Deserted Medieval Village are the main elements of the Area of High Amenity. The Council, through its development control function will seek to preserve the scenic amenity and recreational potential of this area and to protect it from development that would damage or diminish its overall attractiveness and character.
15.8.7
Pallas Lake
The scenic and recreational value of Pallas Lake is recognised, as is the value of the unspoilt rural setting of this area. The Council intends to carefully control development in the area in order to preserve its attractiveness.

15.8.8
Raheenmore Bog 

Raheenmore Bog developed in a small basin in the catchment of two major river systems i.e. the Brosna and the Boyne. It is situated about 5 km from Daingean. The bog has a well-developed hummock and hollow system. Raheenmore Bog is within the breeding territory of a pair of Merlin, a scarce species in Ireland and one that is listed on Annex I of the EU Birds Directive. Other typical bogland birds that breed include Red Grouse and Snipe. Raheenmore Bog is a classical example of a midland raised bog and the deepest remaining in Ireland. 

15.8.9
Durrow Abbey, Monastic Site and surrounding area

Durrow Abbey Demesne, situated between Tullamore and Kilbeggan contains the remains of the monastery of Durrow founded by St. Columcille in about 587.  The Esker Riada and the Sli Mhor, which run approximately 600 metres north of the site, may have played an important role in the site’s location.  Durrow demesne is a fine example of an historic designed landscape in the natural style, which sought to respect and enhance natural features (Durrow Abbey Conservation Plan, Office of Public Works, 2005).  The thirty–one hectares of state owned lands which are the subject of the conservation plan, constitutes only a portion of the Historic Durrow Abbey Demesne. The broader demesne landscape, which is currently in private ownership, provides the setting and context for the landscape and archaeological features situated within the state owned lands.  The conservation plan states that it is vital that the future management of the surrounding privately owned demesne landscape is complimentary to the conservation objectives for the monuments. The ‘historic demesne boundary’ as marked in the OPW’s Conservation Plan represents the boundary of the Area of High Amenity.

15.9
Mushroom Stones
County Offaly contains the best collection of Mushroom Stones in Ireland. These important geological features were shaped by the movement of water in postglacial lakes. Table 15.11 lists the Mushroom Stones in County Offaly.

Table 15.11
Mushroom Stones in County Offaly

	         Location

	Crancreagh

	Derrinlough

	Drinagh

	Endrim

	Ballylin

	Clonkeen

	Clorhane 1, 2 and 3

	Creevagh 1-7

	Crinkill 1-3 


15.10
Boundaries

Hedgerows, old stone walls and ditches are important visual elements and provide a corridor from which the county’s landscape is viewed. Such features should be retained, where possible.

15.11
Hedgerows

Offaly County Council recognises the heritage and amenity importance of the county’s hedgerow resource. A Hedgerow Study has been carried out for the county (2005). Hedgerows provide a corridor role in the facilitation of the movement and distribution of wild flora and fauna through the landscape (habitat for insects, nesting sites for birds, assist mammals in their survival). In addition, hedgerows also provide a service to farms in terms of boundaries, have a scenic appearance and their root systems regulate water movement and improve the quality of water.  In addition, hedgerows also have the following advantages:

· Preserve the rural character of an area

· Allow for instant screening of the site

· Screening allows for wider choice of dwelling style

· Preserves natural habitats

The unnecessary removal of hedgerows has the following disadvantages:

· Exposes a site

· Dwelling house design is visible

· Suburbanises what was a rural area

· Creates an obvious ribbon of development

· Landscaping of the site would be required to replace what was lost

· Loss of biodiversity

There will be a presumption against the removal of mature hedgerows when there is a realistic alternative. 

15.12
Trees and Woodlands

Offaly County Council intends to uphold the amenity, educational and scientific value of trees and woodlands. To this end a number of woods have been listed in the proposed National Heritage Areas and the candidate Special Areas of Conservation. In addition, the Council has made a number of specific Tree Preservation Orders (TPO’s) under the Planning & Development Acts 1963 to 1999 and details of these are contained in Table 15.12.

Table 15.12
Tree Preservation Orders made by Offaly County Council

	Reference Number
	Location
	Date of TPO

	T.P.1
	Clonmacnoise
	6th August 1970

	T.P.2
	Faddenmore, Belmont
	29th January 1976

	T.P.2A
	Tullybeg, Rahan
	6th November 1981

	T.P.3
	Castleroan, Dunkerrin
	10th June 1981

	T.P.7A-7G
	Monasterosis (Edenderry 7 separate TPOs)
	29th October 1982

	T.P.9
	Laywalk, Geashill
	31st January 1984

	T.P.15
	Kilcloncorkery, Rathangan
	6th August 1986


The Council considers that groups of trees listed in Table 15.13 are of significant value to the environment and will ensure such trees are protected where necessary. 

Table 15.13 Trees and Groups of Trees that Contribute to Amenity

	1
	Trees West of Tullamore centering on Charleville Castle and the Golf Course. 

	2
	Trees along the Ballinagar to Ballina Cross Road. 

	3
	Trees at Durrow Demesne 

	4
	Trees at Tullybeg House, Rahan. 

	5
	Trees at Cloneygowan Village 

	6
	Trees at Garryhinch Church 

	7
	Trees at the Green Clara 

	8
	Trees at Kinnitty Village 

	9
	Trees at Mount Lucas 

	10
	Trees at Drumcooley Hill 

	11
	Trees at Ballykillen Hill 

	12
	Trees at Bellair 

	13
	Trees at Belmont 

	14
	Trees at Blacklion 

	15
	Trees at Ballylin Wood, Ferbane, in the Business Park

	16
	Oakley Park, Clareen (on either side of Birr Road bordering and opposite to Coillte Forest)

	17
	Trees adjacent to Seir Kieran Monastic site, Clareen

	18
	Trees at Strawberry Hill (between Belmont and Cloghan)

	19
	Trees at Aughaboy, Ferbane


The Council encourages the enhancement of biodiversity in the county and recognises that the planting of native trees and shrubs can contribute to this enhancement.  The Council will encourage the replanting and extension of the treescape within the county (in particular mixed forests and broadleaf forests) in order to ensure the preservation and enhancement of this attractive element of County Offaly’s landscape.  For a full list of native trees and shrubs, refer to Table 19.1 (Chapter 19, Built Form and Urban and Rural Development Standards).
15.13
Riparian (River) Buffer Zones

Riparian
 buffer zones are used to protect a particular watercourse from the impact of human activity or development in an area. The buffer zone if sufficiently large and managed will:

· Filter out pollutants and sediment from overland surface runoff

· Provide a refuge for animals with close affinity to rivers (e.g. otters, kingfishers, dragonflies)

· Create habitat necessary for fish and other aquatic life

· Provide amenity and recreation to local people and visitors to the area (fishing, scenic walks etc)

· Enhance flood alleviation

Where developments are proposed adjacent to waterways in urban areas generally and notwithstanding the consideration of setback distances to mitigate against flooding, the Planning Authority will generally seek a setback distance of between 30 metres to 50 metres from the waterway’s edge. The Planning Authority may reduce or increase this setback depending on the size of the site and the nature of the development proposed.  
15.14
Policy

P15-01
It is Council policy to prohibit any development that would be harmful to or that would result in a significant deterioration of habitats and/or disturbance of species in a Special Protection Area (SPA), Special Area of Conservation (SCA) and candidate Special Area of Conservation (cSAC), Natural Heritage Area (NHA) and Proposed Natural Heritage Area (pNHA).
P15-02
It is Council policy to require any planning application that proposes development within or immediately adjacent to an area designated as illustrated on Map(s) 15.1 to be accompanied by an ecological impact assessment, assessing the impact of the proposal on these areas with conservation designations. The Ecological Impact Assessment will be forwarded to the National Parks & Wildlife Section of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for their comments prior to the making of a decision by the Planning Authority. Development, which may have a significant adverse effect on the special features of a designated or proposed site, will not be permitted, unless any adverse effects are clearly demonstrated to be of a social or economic benefit of national importance. Where development is permitted, the Planning Authority will use conditions to ensure that harm to natural heritage interests is minimised and appropriate compensatory measures are provided.  
P15-03
It is Council policy to support and co-operate with statutory authorities and others in support of measures taken to manage proposed or designated sites in order to achieve their conservation objectives.
P15-04
It is Council policy to have regard to the views and guidance of the National Parks and Wildlife Service of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in respect of proposed development where there is a possibility that such development may have an impact on sites with nature / conservation designations. 

P15-05 It is Council policy to protect and preserve the county’s primary areas of high amenity namely the Slieve Bloom Mountains, Clonmacnoise Heritage Zone, Durrow High Cross, Abbey & surrounding area, the River Shannon, Lough Boora Parklands, Grand Canal, Croghan Hill, Raheenmore Bog, Pallas Lake, Clara Bog and Eskers, Eiscir Riada and other eskers. These areas are indicated on Map(s) 15.2.  

Notwithstanding the location of certain settlements, or parts of, for which there are settlement plans (towns, villages, ‘sraids’), within the Areas of High Amenity, it is not the intention of this policy to hinder appropriate levels of development (as set out in the plans).  

Further, it is policy to facilitate the extension and expansion of existing visitor, tourist related or other rural enterprises (including quarries), within the Areas of High Amenity, where such development is appropriate and where it can be demonstrated that it gives ‘added value’ to the extending activity and to the immediate area which is the subject of the Area of High Amenity designation.  

It is Council policy, in both cases above, to ensure that issues of scale, siting, design and overall compatibility (including particular regard to environmental sensitivities) with the site’s location within an Area of High Amenity are of paramount importance when assessing any application for planning permission.  The merits of each proposal will be examined on a case-by-case basis.

P15-06
It is Council policy to continue to designate and seek to protect long distance walking routes within the county and participate in their development.
P15-07
It is Council policy to protect the landscape associated with the River Shannon, including the Callows and views of special interest, and also to encourage the development of Shannonbridge, Banagher and Shannonharbour as focal points. It will also be Council policy to investigate the possibility of providing a Linear Park based on the River Shannon from Banagher to Meelick, which takes account of the sensitive ecological nature of the Callows area. 
P15-08
It is Council policy to protect, conserve and enhance the county’s biodiversity and natural heritage including wildlife (flora and fauna), habitats, landscapes and / or landscape features of importance to wildlife or which play a key role in the conservation and management of natural resources such as water. 

P15-09
It is Council policy to continue to promote education, knowledge and pride in the natural heritage of the county. It is also policy to facilitate the provision of an Interpretive Centre for Clara Bog within Clara Town. 
P15-10 It is Council policy to promote areas for appropriate development, primarily for recreational or educational purposes, which would not conflict with the preservation of these sites in their natural state. 

P15-11 It is Council policy to conserve, protect and enhance where possible wildlife habitats such as rivers, streams, canals, lakes, and associated wetlands including reed-beds and swamps, ponds, springs, bogs, fens, trees, woodlands and scrub, hedgerows and other boundary types such as stone walls and ditches which occur outside of designated areas providing a network of habitats and corridors essential for wildlife to flourish.

P15-12
It is Council policy to ensure that peatland areas, which are designated for protection under international and national legislation, are conserved and managed appropriately to conserve their ecological, archaeological, cultural and educational significance.
P15-13
It is Council policy to promote the protection and preservation of existing hedgerows and to encourage planting of native hedgerow species.  It is also Council policy to encourage the replanting and extension of the treescape within the county (in particular mixed forests and broadleaf forests) in order to ensure the preservation and enhancement of this attractive element of County Offaly’s landscape.  
P15-14
It is Council policy to encourage the retention, where possible, of hedgerows and other distinctive boundary treatments in rural areas. Where removal of a hedgerow, stone wall or other distinctive boundary treatment is unavoidable, provision of the same type of boundary will be required of similar length set back within the site. This shall also relate to road improvements and realignments carried out by the Local Authorities or other agents on their behalf.
P15-15
It is Council policy to promote the preservation and enhancement of native and semi-natural woodlands, groups of trees and individual trees.
P15-16
It is Council policy to use native species wherever possible in the county including Offaly County Council’s own landscaping work and on Council property.
P15-17
It is Council policy to discourage the felling of mature trees to facilitate development and to encourage tree surgery rather than felling where necessary.
P15-18
It is Council policy to protect riparian corridors by reserving land along their banks for ecological corridors and maintain them free from inappropriate development, where appropriate, and to discourage culverting or realignment.
P15-19
It is Council policy to protect and enhance the built and natural heritage and the recreational potential of the Grand Canal Corridor and to encourage and promote access to and understanding of the Grand Canal.
P15-20
It is Council policy to protect the identified Mushroom Stones listed in Table 15.11.
15.15
Objectives

O15-01 It is an objective of the Council to ensure that any development proposal in the vicinity of, or affecting a designated site, provides sufficient information to show how its proposals will impact on the habitat of the site, and appropriate amelioration, and the Council will consult with the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government.
O15-02
It is an objective of the Council to conserve and protect the natural heritage of the county and to conserve and protect European and National designated sites within the county including Special Protection Areas (SPAs), Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), candidate Special Areas of Conservation (cSACs), Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs), Proposed Natural Heritage Areas (pNHAs), Ramsar Sites, Statutory Nature Reserves, Biogenetic Reserves and Wildfowl Sanctuaries.
O15-03 It is an objective of the Council to protect, conserve and enhance the county’s biodiversity and natural heritage and the principle of enhancement will be taken into account in the Development Control Process. It is a particular objective to protect plants, animal species and habitats which have been identified by the Habitats Directive, Birds Directive, Wildlife Act and the Flora Protection Order.
O15-04
It is an objective of the Council to co-operate with Bord na Mona and other relevant authorities to prepare a biodiversity management strategy for Offaly’s peatlands. 

O15-05
It is an objective of the Council to undertake a comprehensive tree survey of the county and, where appropriate, propose measures for their protection.

O15-06
It is an objective of the Council to prepare a Local Biodiversity Plan (Bio Action Plan).
O15-07
It is an objective of the Council to carry out ecological studies in order to have improved baseline data and decision-making capacity. 

O15-08
It is an objective of the Council to seek the preservation of important features of geological interest within the county.
� Convention on Biological Diversity.


� The designation of proposed NHAs is being phased over a number of years. 6 blanket bogs and the Callows of the River Little Brosna within Offaly have been given legal protection to date.


� Notification regarding the designation of the Slieve Blooms as an SPA was received from the DoEHLG in November 2007.


� Source: William Woodrow Consulting


� A riparian buffer zone is a strip of vegetated land bordering a river or stream 


� The order of listing of objectives is not intended to indicate priorities. Subject to the availability of resources, it is the Council’s aim to monitor and accomplish the objectives listed in this section within the period of the plan.
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Protected Areas

		Type of Feature		International Protection		National Protection		Local 
Protection		Reference

		UPLAND AREA

		NAME

		Slieve Blooms		cSAC
Statutory Nature Reserve
Ramsar Site
Biogenetic Reserve				AHA		(cSAC: 000412)

		Type of Feature		International Protection		National Protection		Local 
Protection		Reference

		BOG

		NAME

		All Saints Bog (includes All Saints Esker, listed below)		cSAC
SPA						(cSAC: 000566)
(SPA: 004103)

		Ballintemple Bog				pNHA				(pNHA: 000882)

		Black Castle Bog				NHA				(NHA: 000570)

		Cangort Bog				NHA				(NHA: 000890)

		Clara Bog (includes Clara Esker, listed below)		cSAC
Statutory Nature Reserve
Ramsar Site
Biogenetic Reserve						(cSAC: 000572)

		Cloghan Demense Bog (includes Cloghan Demense Wood, listed below)				pNHA				(pNHA: 001613)

		Clonydonnin Bog				NHA				(NHA:  000565)

		Clonlyon Glebe Bog				pNHA				(pNHA: 000893)

		Daingean Bog				NHA				(NHA: 002033)

		Ferbane Bog		cSAC						(cSAC: 000575)

		Hawkswood Bog				NHA				(NHA: 002355)

		Lough Boora				pNHA				(pNHA: 001365)

		Mongan Bog		cSAC
SPA
Statutory Nature Reserve
Ramsar Site
Biogenetic Reserve						(cSAC: 000580)
(SPA: 004017)

		Moyclare Bog		cSAC						(cSAC: 000581)

		Raheenmore Bog		cSAC
Statutory Nature Reserve
Ramsar Site
Biogenetic Reserve						(cSAC: 000582)

		Screggan Bog				NHA				(NHA: 000921)

		Sharavogue Bog		cSAC						(cSAC: 000585)

		Woodfield Bog				pNHA				(pNHA: 000586)

		Type of Feature		International Protection		National Protection		Local 
Protection		Reference

		ESKER

		NAME

		All Saints Esker (includes All Saints Bog, listed above)		cSAC
SPA						(cSAC:  000566)
(SPA: 004103)

		Ashfield Esker						AHA

		Ballycallaghan Esker				pNHA				(pNHA: 000885)

		Ballycumber Esker						AHA

		Ballyduff Esker				pNHA				(pNHA: 000885)

		Bishopshill Esker						AHA

		Cappanlosset 
Esker						AHA

		Clara Esker (includes Clara Bog, listed above)		cSAC						(cSAC: 000572)

		Clonfinlough Esker				pNHA				(pNHA: 000892)

		Clonmacnoise Esker						AHA

		Clonshanny Esker						AHA

		Clorhane						AHA

		Creevagh Esker						AHA

		Drumkeenan , Eagle Hill 
and Perry's Mill
(Also wetlands)				pNHA				(pNHA: 000900)

		Durrow Esker				pNHA				(pNHA: 000885)

		Erreg Esker (North of Clara Bog)						AHA

		Kilcormac Esker				pNHA				(pNHA: 000906)

		Lough Nanag Esker				pNHA				(pNHA:  000910)

		Murphy's Bridge Esker				pNHA				(pNHA: 001775)

		Pilgrim's Roads Esker		cSAC						(cSAC: 001776)

		Ridge Road, SW
of Rapemills		cSAC						(cSAC: 000919)

		Ross and Glenns Esker				pNHA				(pNHA: 000920)

		Shannonbridge Esker						AHA

		Tara Esker						AHA

		The Long Derries, 
Edenderry		cSAC						(cSAC: 000925)

		Type of Feature		International Protection		National Protection		Local 
Protection		Reference

		Woodland

		NAME

		Ballyduff Wood				pNHA				(pNHA: 001777)

		Camor Wood				pNHA				(pNHA: 000889)

		Charleville Wood		cSAC						(cSAC: 000571)

		Cloghan Demense Wood (includes Cloghan Demense Bog, listed above)				pNHA				(pNHA: 001613)

		Clonad Wood				pNHA				(pNHA: 000574)

		Clorhane Wood				pNHA				(pNHA: 000894)

		Doon Esker Wood				pNHA				(pNHA: 001830)

		Golden Grove Woods				pNHA				(pNHA: 000903)

		Mount St. Joseph's Woods				pNHA				(pNHA: 000913)

		Woodville Woods				pNHA				(pNHA: 000927)

		Type of Feature		International Protection		National Protection		Local 
Protection		Reference

		Waterways, Lakes Fens and Callows

		NAME

		Annaghmore Lough Fen				pNHA				(pNHA: 000413)

		Grand Canal				pNHA				(pNHA: 002104)

		Deerykeel
Meadows				pNHA				(pNHA: 000897)

		Dovegrove Callows		cSAC
SPA		pNHA				(pNHA: 000010)
(cSAC: 004137) 
(SPA: 004137)

		Fin Lough		cSAC						(cSAC: 000576)

		Island Fen		cSAC						(cSAC: 002236)

		Lisduff Fen		cSAC						(cSAC: 002147)

		Lough Nahinch				pNHA				(pNHA: 000936)

		Middle Shannon Callows		SPA						(SPA: 004096)

		Pallas Lough				pNHA		AHA		(pNHA:  000916)

		Raheen Lough				pNHA				(pNHA: 000917)

		River Barrow/Nore		cSAC						(cSAC: 002162)

		River Little Brosna Callows; New Bridge-River Shannon		SPA		pNHA
Wildfowl Sanctuary				(pNHA: 000564)
(SPA: 004086)

		River Shannon Callows		cSAC						(cSAC: 000216)

		Type of Feature		International Protection		National Protection		Local 
Protection		Reference

		Structures (Bat Roosts)

		NAME

		Cloghanbeg				pNHA				(pNHA: 002059)

		Domestic Dwelling (Banagher)				pNHA				(pNHA: 000567)

		Domestic Dwelling No. 2 (Birr)				pNHA				(pNHA: 000568)

		Domestic Dwelling No. 1 (Birr)				pNHA				(pNHA: 000569)

		Bracken's dwelling near Whiteford				pNHA				(pNHA: 002058)

		Drumkeenan National School				pNHA				(pNHA: 002064)

		Kinnitty (Domestic Dwelling)				pNHA				(pNHA: 000579)

		Miltown, Shinrone				pNHA				(pNHA: 002065)

		St. Joseph's Mountheathon				pNHA				(pNHA: 002063)





Summary Sheet

		Category		Description		No. in Offaly

		Statutory Nature Reserves		State-owned land, inland waters or foreshore areas forming the habitat of a species or community of flora or fauna of scientific interest or forming part of an ecosystem of scientific interest, which would benefit from protection measures, established und		4

		National Parks		Almost entirely State-owned areas designated nationally with the aims of nature conservation and public recreation and appreciation.		0

		Special Protection Areas (SPAs)		Areas of conservation value for birds of importance in the European Union designated internationally under the Birds Directive. Only activities which do not have significant effects on birds are acceptable in SPA’s. The Birds Directive also requires the a		5

		Special Areas of Conservation (SACs)		Areas of conservation value for habitats and/or species of importance in the European Union designated internationally under the Habitats Directive. Requires local authorities in respect of development requiring planning permission to ensure that an appro		18

		Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs)		Areas of conservation value for ecological and/or geological/geomorphological heritage designated nationally under the Wildlife (Amendment) Act, 2000. The ecological interest which underlies proposed NHAs is taken into account in decisions on planning app		43

		Wildfowl Sanctuaries		Areas over which shooting of wild birds is prohibited, established under the Wildlife Act, 1976 and the Wildlife (Amendment) Act, 2000. These areas have been excluded from the ‘Open Season Order’ so that game birds are left undisturbed to rest and feed.		1

		Refuges for Fauna		Areas where the specific protection of one or more species of animal is required, established under the Wildlife Act, 1976 and the Wildlife (Amendment) Act, 2000.		0

		 Ramsar Sites		Sites designated internationally for the conservation of wetlands, particularly those of importance to waterfowl under The Convention on Wetlands of International Importance especially as Waterfowl Habitat, the so-called Ramsar Convention.		4

		UNESCO Biosphere Reserves		Sites of conservation value internationally designated with the aim of integrating the interests of nature conservation, sustainable development, research and education. Biosphere Reserves are recognised by UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Social and C		0

		Biogenetic Reserves		Biogenetic Reserve is an international designation for natural habitats that are especially valuable for nature conservation in Europe. Biogenetic Reserves are designated by the Council of Europe		4





Native trees and shrubs

		Common name		Latin name		Height
 (max)		Suitable for 
Public Open Spaces		Suitable for streets and 
confined spaces		Suitable for tubs, 
containers, 
raised beds etc.		Guide to planting: 
see key below				Key

		Alder		Alnus glutinosa		22m		Yes		No		Yes		ADPS

		Alder buckthorn		Frangula alnus		6m		Yes		No		Yes		D Restricted distribution. 
Not commonly available.

		Arbutus (strawberry tree)		Arbutus unedo		8m		Yes		No		Yes		Not frost hardy

		Ash		Fraxinus excelsior		28m		Yes		No		No		ADIPS				H – Suitable for hedging		I – Suitable as an
individual tree		P – Tolerates smoke
or pollution,

		Aspen		Populus tremula		24m		Yes		No		No		DPSV Not close to buildings or 
any services

		Bramble		Rubus fructicosus		2m		No		No		No		C/H note: tends 
to be invasive				S – Tolerates
shade		V – Invasive,		* – Tolerates 
dry conditions

		Broom		Cytisus scoparius		2m		Yes		No		Yes		*

		Burnet rose		Rosa pimpinellifolia		2m		Yes		No		Yes, but vigorous		C/H Restricted distribution. 
Not commonly available.

		Common 
(or European) gorse		Ulex europeaus		2.5m		Yes		No		In a rural setting		HV				A – Grows in a wide variety of soils		C – Climber		D – Tolerates or 
prefers damp conditions

		Crab apple		Malus sylvestris		6m		Yes		No		No		AHIP

		Dog rose		Rosa canina		2m		Yes		No		Yes. Vigorous		C/H

		Downy birch		Betula pubescens		18m		Yes		Yes		Yes		ADIP

		Elder		Sambucus nigra		6m		In hedge		No		No		V

		Guelder rose		Viburnum opulus		4.5m		Yes		No		No		DH

		Hawthorn		Crataegus monogyna		9m		Yes		Yes		Yes		AHIPS

		Hazel		Corylus avellana		6m		Yes		No		No		AHS

		Holly		Ilex aquifolium		15m		Yes		Yes		Yes		AHPS

		Honeysuckle		Lonicera periclymenum		climber		Yes		On walls		No		C

		Ivy		Hedera helix		climber		Yes		Yes		Yes		C

		Juniper		Juniperus communis		6m		Yes		No		No		S

		Pedunculate oak		Quercus robur		30m		Yes		No		No		AI only suitable
for large spaces

		Privet		Ligustrum vulgare		3m		Yes		Yes		Yes		No

		Rowan or mountain ash		Sorbus aucuparia		9m		Yes		Yes		Yes		ADHIP

		Scots pine		Pinus sylvestris		24m		Yes		No		No		AI

		Sessile oak		Quercus petraea		30m		Yes		No		No		AI only suitablefor large spaces

		Silver birch		Betula pendula		18m		Yes		Yes		Yes		ADIP

		Sloe, blackthorn		Prunus spinosa		3m		Yes		No		No		AHPV

		Spindle		Euonymous europaeus		7.5m		Yes		No		No		H

		Western (or mountain) gorse		Ulex gallii		1.5m		Yes		No		Yes		* Restricted distribution. 
Not commonly available.

		Whitebeam spp.		Sorbus aria		12m		Yes		Yes		Yes		IPS

		Wild cherry		Prunus avium		15m		Yes		Yes		Yes		AHI

		Willow spp.		Salix spp.		6m		Some		No		No		V Not suitable near 
buildings or services

		Wych elm		Ulmus glabra		30m		Yes				No		PS

		Yew		Taxus baccata		14m		Yes		No		Yes		AIPS





cSAC's

		Candidate Special Areas of Conservation

		Site Code				Site Name

		000216				River Shannon Callows

		000412				Slieve Bloom Mountains

		000566				All Saints Bog and Esker

		000571				Charleville Wood

		000572				Clara Bog

		000575				Ferbane Bog

		000576				Fin Lough

		000580				Mongan Bog

		000581				Moyclare Bog

		000582				Raheenmore Bog

		000585				Sharavogue Bog

		000919				Ridge Mill, SW of Rapemills

		000925				The Long Derries, Edenderry

		001776				Pilgrim's Road Esker

		002147				Lisduff Fen

		002162				River Barrow and River Nore

		002236				Island Fen





SPA's

		Special Protection Areas

		Site Code				Site Name

		004017				Mongan Bog

		004086				River Little Brosna Callows

		004096				Middle Shannon Callows

		004103				All Saints Bog

		004137				Dovegrove Callows

		004160				Slieve Bloom Mountains
(Proposed)





NHA's

		Proposed Natural Heritage Areas

		Site Code				Site Name

		000010				Dovegrove Callows

		000216				River Shannon Callows

		000412				Slieve Bloom Mountains

		000413				Annaghmore Lough Fen (Offaly)

		000566				All Saints Bog and Esker

		000567				Banagher (Domestic Dwelling)

		000568				Birr (Domestic Dwelling)

		000569				Birr (Domestic Dwelling)

		000571				Charleville Wood

		000572				Clara Bog

		000574				Clonad Wood

		000575				Ferbane Bog

		000576				Fin Lough (Offaly)

		000579				Kinnitty (Domestic Dwelling)

		000580				Mongan Bog

		000581				Moyclare Bog

		000582				Raheenmore Bog

		000583				Roscrea Bog

		000585				Sharavogue Bog

		000586				Woodfield Bog

		000882				Ballintemple Bog

		000885				Ballyduff Esker

		000889				Camor Wood

		000892				Clonfinlough Esker

		000893				Clonlyon Glebe Bog

		000894				Clorhane Wood

		000897				Derrykeel Meadows

		000900				Drumkeenan, Eagle Hill and 
Perry's Mill

		000903				Golden Grove Woods

		000906				Kilcormac Esker

		000909				Lough Coura

		000910				Lough Nanag Esker

		000913				Mount St. Joseph's Wood

		000916				Pallas Lough

		000917				Raheen Lough

		000919				Ridge Road, Sw of Rapemills

		000920				Ross and Glenns Eskers

		000925				The Long Derries, Edenderry

		000927				Woodville Woods

		000936				Lough Nahinch (Tipperary)

		001365				Lough Boora

		001775				Murphy's Bridge Esker

		001776				Pilgrim's Road Esker

		001777				Ballyduff Wood

		001830				Doon Esker Wood

		002058				Bracken's Dwelling near Whiteford

		002059				Cloghanbeg

		002063				St Joseph's Mountheathon

		002064				Drumakeenan National School

		002065				Milltown, Shinrone

		002104				Grand Canal

		Natural Heritage Areas

		Site Code				Site Name

		000564				River Little Brosna Callows

		000565				Clonydonnin Bog

		000570				Black Castle Bog

		000890				Cangort Bog

		000921				Screggan Bog

		002033				Daingean Bog

		002355				Hawkswood Bog






_1295358576.xls
Protected Areas

		Type of Feature		International Protection		National Protection		Local 
Protection		Reference

		UPLAND AREA

		NAME

		Slieve Blooms		cSAC
Statutory Nature Reserve
Ramsar Site
Biogenetic Reserve				AHA		(cSAC: 000412)

		Type of Feature		International Protection		National Protection		Local 
Protection		Reference

		BOG

		NAME

		All Saints Bog (includes All Saints Esker, listed below)		cSAC
SPA						(cSAC: 000566)
(SPA: 004103)

		Ballintemple Bog				pNHA				(pNHA: 000882)

		Black Castle Bog				NHA				(NHA: 000570)

		Cangort Bog				NHA				(NHA: 000890)

		Clara Bog (includes Clara Esker, listed below)		cSAC
Statutory Nature Reserve
Ramsar Site
Biogenetic Reserve						(cSAC: 000572)

		Cloghan Demense Bog (includes Cloghan Demense Wood, listed below)				pNHA				(pNHA: 001613)

		Clonydonnin Bog				NHA				(NHA:  000565)

		Clonlyon Glebe Bog				pNHA				(pNHA: 000893)

		Daingean Bog				NHA				(NHA: 002033)

		Ferbane Bog		cSAC						(cSAC: 000575)

		Hawkswood Bog				NHA				(NHA: 002355)

		Lough Boora				pNHA				(pNHA: 001365)

		Mongan Bog		cSAC
SPA
Statutory Nature Reserve
Ramsar Site
Biogenetic Reserve						(cSAC: 000580)
(SPA: 004017)

		Moyclare Bog		cSAC						(cSAC: 000581)

		Raheenmore Bog		cSAC
Statutory Nature Reserve
Ramsar Site
Biogenetic Reserve						(cSAC: 000582)

		Screggan Bog				NHA				(NHA: 000921)

		Sharavogue Bog		cSAC						(cSAC: 000585)

		Woodfield Bog				pNHA				(pNHA: 000586)

		Type of Feature		International Protection		National Protection		Local 
Protection		Reference

		ESKER

		NAME

		All Saints Esker (includes All Saints Bog, listed above)		cSAC
SPA						(cSAC:  000566)
(SPA: 004103)

		Ashfield Esker						AHA

		Ballycallaghan Esker				pNHA				(pNHA: 000885)

		Ballycumber Esker						AHA

		Ballyduff Esker				pNHA				(pNHA: 000885)

		Bishopshill Esker						AHA

		Cappanlosset 
Esker						AHA

		Clara Esker (includes Clara Bog, listed above)		cSAC						(cSAC: 000572)

		Clonfinlough Esker				pNHA				(pNHA: 000892)

		Clonmacnoise Esker						AHA

		Clonshanny Esker						AHA

		Clorhane						AHA

		Creevagh Esker						AHA

		Drumkeenan , Eagle Hill 
and Perry's Mill
(Also wetlands)				pNHA				(pNHA: 000900)

		Durrow Esker				pNHA				(pNHA: 000885)

		Erreg Esker (North of Clara Bog)						AHA

		Kilcormac Esker				pNHA				(pNHA: 000906)

		Lough Nanag Esker				pNHA				(pNHA:  000910)

		Murphy's Bridge Esker				pNHA				(pNHA: 001775)

		Pilgrim's Roads Esker		cSAC						(cSAC: 001776)

		Ridge Road, SW
of Rapemills		cSAC						(cSAC: 000919)

		Ross and Glenns Esker				pNHA				(pNHA: 000920)

		Shannonbridge Esker						AHA

		Tara Esker						AHA

		The Long Derries, 
Edenderry		cSAC						(cSAC: 000925)

		Type of Feature		International Protection		National Protection		Local 
Protection		Reference

		Woodland

		NAME

		Ballyduff Wood				pNHA				(pNHA: 001777)

		Camor Wood				pNHA				(pNHA: 000889)

		Charleville Wood		cSAC						(cSAC: 000571)

		Cloghan Demense Wood (includes Cloghan Demense Bog, listed above)				pNHA				(pNHA: 001613)

		Clonad Wood				pNHA				(pNHA: 000574)

		Clorhane Wood				pNHA				(pNHA: 000894)

		Doon Esker Wood				pNHA				(pNHA: 001830)

		Golden Grove Woods				pNHA				(pNHA: 000903)

		Mount St. Joseph's Woods				pNHA				(pNHA: 000913)

		Woodville Woods				pNHA				(pNHA: 000927)

		Type of Feature		International Protection		National Protection		Local 
Protection		Reference

		Waterways, Lakes Fens and Callows

		NAME

		Annaghmore Lough Fen				pNHA				(pNHA: 000413)

		Grand Canal				pNHA				(pNHA: 002104)

		Deerykeel
Meadows				pNHA				(pNHA: 000897)

		Dovegrove Callows		cSAC
SPA		pNHA				(pNHA: 000010)
(cSAC: 004137) 
(SPA: 004137)

		Fin Lough		cSAC						(cSAC: 000576)

		Island Fen		cSAC						(cSAC: 002236)

		Lisduff Fen		cSAC						(cSAC: 002147)

		Lough Nahinch				pNHA				(pNHA: 000936)

		Middle Shannon Callows		SPA						(SPA: 004096)

		Pallas Lough				pNHA		AHA		(pNHA:  000916)

		Raheen Lough				pNHA				(pNHA: 000917)

		River Barrow/Nore		cSAC						(cSAC: 002162)

		River Little Brosna Callows; New Bridge-River Shannon		SPA		pNHA
Wildfowl Sanctuary				(pNHA: 000564)
(SPA: 004086)

		River Shannon Callows		cSAC						(cSAC: 000216)

		Type of Feature		International Protection		National Protection		Local 
Protection		Reference

		Structures (Bat Roosts)

		NAME

		Cloghanbeg				pNHA				(pNHA: 002059)

		Domestic Dwelling (Banagher)				pNHA				(pNHA: 000567)

		Domestic Dwelling No. 2 (Birr)				pNHA				(pNHA: 000568)

		Domestic Dwelling No. 1 (Birr)				pNHA				(pNHA: 000569)

		Bracken's dwelling near Whiteford				pNHA				(pNHA: 002058)

		Drumkeenan National School				pNHA				(pNHA: 002064)

		Kinnitty (Domestic Dwelling)				pNHA				(pNHA: 000579)

		Miltown, Shinrone				pNHA				(pNHA: 002065)

		St. Joseph's Mountheathon				pNHA				(pNHA: 002063)





Summary Sheet

		Category		Description		No. in Offaly

		Statutory Nature Reserves		State-owned land, inland waters or foreshore areas forming the habitat of a species or community of flora or fauna of scientific interest or forming part of an ecosystem of scientific interest, which would benefit from protection measures, established und		4

		National Parks		Almost entirely State-owned areas designated nationally with the aims of nature conservation and public recreation and appreciation.		0

		Special Protection Areas (SPAs)		Areas of conservation value for birds of importance in the European Union designated internationally under the Birds Directive. Only activities which do not have significant effects on birds are acceptable in SPA’s. The Birds Directive also requires the a		5

		Special Areas of Conservation (SACs)		Areas of conservation value for habitats and/or species of importance in the European Union designated internationally under the Habitats Directive. Requires local authorities in respect of development requiring planning permission to ensure that an appro		18

		Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs)		Areas of conservation value for ecological and/or geological/geomorphological heritage designated nationally under the Wildlife (Amendment) Act, 2000. The ecological interest which underlies proposed NHAs is taken into account in decisions on planning app		43

		Wildfowl Sanctuaries		Areas over which shooting of wild birds is prohibited, established under the Wildlife Act, 1976 and the Wildlife (Amendment) Act, 2000. These areas have been excluded from the ‘Open Season Order’ so that game birds are left undisturbed to rest and feed.		1

		Refuges for Fauna		Areas where the specific protection of one or more species of animal is required, established under the Wildlife Act, 1976 and the Wildlife (Amendment) Act, 2000.		0

		 Ramsar Sites		Sites designated internationally for the conservation of wetlands, particularly those of importance to waterfowl under The Convention on Wetlands of International Importance especially as Waterfowl Habitat, the so-called Ramsar Convention.		4

		UNESCO Biosphere Reserves		Sites of conservation value internationally designated with the aim of integrating the interests of nature conservation, sustainable development, research and education. Biosphere Reserves are recognised by UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Social and C		0

		Biogenetic Reserves		Biogenetic Reserve is an international designation for natural habitats that are especially valuable for nature conservation in Europe. Biogenetic Reserves are designated by the Council of Europe		4





Native trees and shrubs

		Common name		Latin name		Height
 (max)		Suitable for 
Public Open Spaces		Suitable for streets and 
confined spaces		Suitable for tubs, 
containers, 
raised beds etc.		Guide to planting: 
see key below				Key

		Alder		Alnus glutinosa		22m		Yes		No		Yes		ADPS

		Alder buckthorn		Frangula alnus		6m		Yes		No		Yes		D Restricted distribution. 
Not commonly available.

		Arbutus (strawberry tree)		Arbutus unedo		8m		Yes		No		Yes		Not frost hardy

		Ash		Fraxinus excelsior		28m		Yes		No		No		ADIPS				H – Suitable for hedging		I – Suitable as an
individual tree		P – Tolerates smoke
or pollution,

		Aspen		Populus tremula		24m		Yes		No		No		DPSV Not close to buildings or 
any services

		Bramble		Rubus fructicosus		2m		No		No		No		C/H note: tends 
to be invasive				S – Tolerates
shade		V – Invasive,		* – Tolerates 
dry conditions

		Broom		Cytisus scoparius		2m		Yes		No		Yes		*

		Burnet rose		Rosa pimpinellifolia		2m		Yes		No		Yes, but vigorous		C/H Restricted distribution. 
Not commonly available.

		Common 
(or European) gorse		Ulex europeaus		2.5m		Yes		No		In a rural setting		HV				A – Grows in a wide variety of soils		C – Climber		D – Tolerates or 
prefers damp conditions

		Crab apple		Malus sylvestris		6m		Yes		No		No		AHIP

		Dog rose		Rosa canina		2m		Yes		No		Yes. Vigorous		C/H

		Downy birch		Betula pubescens		18m		Yes		Yes		Yes		ADIP

		Elder		Sambucus nigra		6m		In hedge		No		No		V

		Guelder rose		Viburnum opulus		4.5m		Yes		No		No		DH

		Hawthorn		Crataegus monogyna		9m		Yes		Yes		Yes		AHIPS

		Hazel		Corylus avellana		6m		Yes		No		No		AHS

		Holly		Ilex aquifolium		15m		Yes		Yes		Yes		AHPS

		Honeysuckle		Lonicera periclymenum		climber		Yes		On walls		No		C

		Ivy		Hedera helix		climber		Yes		Yes		Yes		C

		Juniper		Juniperus communis		6m		Yes		No		No		S

		Pedunculate oak		Quercus robur		30m		Yes		No		No		AI only suitable
for large spaces

		Privet		Ligustrum vulgare		3m		Yes		Yes		Yes		No

		Rowan or mountain ash		Sorbus aucuparia		9m		Yes		Yes		Yes		ADHIP

		Scots pine		Pinus sylvestris		24m		Yes		No		No		AI

		Sessile oak		Quercus petraea		30m		Yes		No		No		AI only suitablefor large spaces

		Silver birch		Betula pendula		18m		Yes		Yes		Yes		ADIP

		Sloe, blackthorn		Prunus spinosa		3m		Yes		No		No		AHPV

		Spindle		Euonymous europaeus		7.5m		Yes		No		No		H

		Western (or mountain) gorse		Ulex gallii		1.5m		Yes		No		Yes		* Restricted distribution. 
Not commonly available.

		Whitebeam spp.		Sorbus aria		12m		Yes		Yes		Yes		IPS

		Wild cherry		Prunus avium		15m		Yes		Yes		Yes		AHI

		Willow spp.		Salix spp.		6m		Some		No		No		V Not suitable near 
buildings or services

		Wych elm		Ulmus glabra		30m		Yes				No		PS

		Yew		Taxus baccata		14m		Yes		No		Yes		AIPS





cSAC's

		Candidate Special Areas of Conservation

		Site Code				Site Name

		000216				River Shannon Callows

		000412				Slieve Bloom Mountains

		000566				All Saints Bog and Esker

		000571				Charleville Wood

		000572				Clara Bog

		000575				Ferbane Bog

		000576				Fin Lough

		000580				Mongan Bog

		000581				Moyclare Bog

		000582				Raheenmore Bog

		000585				Sharavogue Bog

		000919				Ridge Mill, SW of Rapemills

		000925				The Long Derries, Edenderry

		001776				Pilgrim's Road Esker

		002147				Lisduff Fen

		002162				River Barrow and River Nore

		002236				Island Fen





SPA's

		Special Protection Areas

		Site Code				Site Name

		004017				Mongan Bog

		004086				River Little Brosna Callows

		004096				Middle Shannon Callows

		004103				All Saints Bog

		004137				Dovegrove Callows

		004160				Slieve Bloom Mountains
(Proposed)





NHA's

		Proposed Natural Heritage Areas

		Site Code				Site Name

		000010				Dovegrove Callows

		000216				River Shannon Callows

		000412				Slieve Bloom Mountains

		000413				Annaghmore Lough Fen (Offaly)

		000566				All Saints Bog and Esker

		000567				Banagher (Domestic Dwelling)

		000568				Birr (Domestic Dwelling)

		000569				Birr (Domestic Dwelling)

		000571				Charleville Wood

		000572				Clara Bog

		000574				Clonad Wood

		000575				Ferbane Bog

		000576				Fin Lough (Offaly)

		000579				Kinnitty (Domestic Dwelling)

		000580				Mongan Bog

		000581				Moyclare Bog

		000582				Raheenmore Bog

		000583				Roscrea Bog

		000585				Sharavogue Bog

		000586				Woodfield Bog

		000882				Ballintemple Bog

		000885				Ballyduff Esker

		000889				Camor Wood

		000892				Clonfinlough Esker

		000893				Clonlyon Glebe Bog

		000894				Clorhane Wood

		000897				Derrykeel Meadows

		000900				Drumkeenan, Eagle Hill and 
Perry's Mill

		000903				Golden Grove Woods

		000906				Kilcormac Esker

		000909				Lough Coura

		000910				Lough Nanag Esker

		000913				Mount St. Joseph's Wood

		000916				Pallas Lough

		000917				Raheen Lough

		000919				Ridge Road, Sw of Rapemills

		000920				Ross and Glenns Eskers

		000925				The Long Derries, Edenderry

		000927				Woodville Woods

		000936				Lough Nahinch (Tipperary)

		001365				Lough Boora

		001775				Murphy's Bridge Esker

		001776				Pilgrim's Road Esker

		001777				Ballyduff Wood

		001830				Doon Esker Wood

		002058				Bracken's Dwelling near Whiteford

		002059				Cloghanbeg

		002063				St Joseph's Mountheathon

		002064				Drumakeenan National School

		002065				Milltown, Shinrone

		002104				Grand Canal

		Natural Heritage Areas

		Site Code				Site Name

		000564				River Little Brosna Callows

		000565				Clonydonnin Bog

		000570				Black Castle Bog

		000890				Cangort Bog

		000921				Screggan Bog

		002033				Daingean Bog

		002355				Hawkswood Bog






_1294489904.xls
Protected Areas

		Type of Feature		International Protection		National Protection		Local 
Protection		Reference

		UPLAND AREA

		NAME

		Slieve Blooms		cSAC
Statutory Nature Reserve
Ramsar Site
Biogenetic Reserve				AHA		(cSAC: 000412)

		Type of Feature		International Protection		National Protection		Local 
Protection		Reference

		BOG

		NAME

		All Saints Bog (includes All Saints Esker, listed below)		cSAC
SPA						(cSAC: 000566)
(SPA: 004103)

		Ballintemple Bog				pNHA				(pNHA: 000882)

		Black Castle Bog				NHA				(NHA: 000570)

		Cangort Bog				NHA				(NHA: 000890)

		Clara Bog (includes Clara Esker, listed below)		cSAC
Statutory Nature Reserve
Ramsar Site
Biogenetic Reserve						(cSAC: 000572)

		Cloghan Demense Bog (includes Cloghan Demense Wood, listed below)				pNHA				(pNHA: 001613)

		Clonydonnin Bog				NHA				(NHA:  000565)

		Clonlyon Glebe Bog				pNHA				(pNHA: 000893)

		Daingean Bog				NHA				(NHA: 002033)

		Ferbane Bog		cSAC						(cSAC: 000575)

		Hawkswood Bog				NHA				(NHA: 002355)

		Lough Boora				pNHA				(pNHA: 001365)

		Mongan Bog		cSAC
SPA
Statutory Nature Reserve
Ramsar Site
Biogenetic Reserve						(cSAC: 000580)
(SPA: 004017)

		Moyclare Bog		cSAC						(cSAC: 000581)

		Raheenmore Bog		cSAC
Statutory Nature Reserve
Ramsar Site
Biogenetic Reserve						(cSAC: 000582)

		Screggan Bog				NHA				(NHA: 000921)

		Sharavogue Bog		cSAC						(cSAC: 000585)

		Woodfield Bog				pNHA				(pNHA: 000586)

		Type of Feature		International Protection		National Protection		Local 
Protection		Reference

		ESKER

		NAME

		All Saints Esker (includes All Saints Bog, listed above)		cSAC
SPA						(cSAC:  000566)
(SPA: 004103)

		Ashfield Esker						AHA

		Ballycallaghan Esker				pNHA				(pNHA: 000885)

		Ballycumber Esker						AHA

		Ballyduff Esker				pNHA				(pNHA: 000885)

		Bishopshill Esker						AHA

		Cappanlosset 
Esker						AHA

		Clara Esker (includes Clara Bog, listed above)		cSAC						(cSAC: 000572)

		Clonfinlough Esker				pNHA				(pNHA: 000892)

		Clonmacnoise Esker						AHA

		Clonshanny Esker						AHA

		Clorhane						AHA

		Creevagh Esker						AHA

		Drumkeenan , Eagle Hill 
and Perry's Mill
(Also wetlands)				pNHA				(pNHA: 000900)

		Durrow Esker				pNHA				(pNHA: 000885)

		Erreg Esker (North of Clara Bog)						AHA

		Kilcormac Esker				pNHA				(pNHA: 000906)

		Lough Nanag Esker				pNHA				(pNHA:  000910)

		Murphy's Bridge Esker				pNHA				(pNHA: 001775)

		Pilgrim's Roads Esker		cSAC						(cSAC: 001776)

		Ridge Road, SW
of Rapemills		cSAC						(cSAC: 000919)

		Ross and Glenns Esker				pNHA				(pNHA: 000920)

		Shannonbridge Esker						AHA

		Tara Esker						AHA

		The Long Derries, 
Edenderry		cSAC						(cSAC: 000925)

		Type of Feature		International Protection		National Protection		Local 
Protection		Reference

		Woodland

		NAME

		Ballyduff Wood				pNHA				(pNHA: 001777)

		Camor Wood				pNHA				(pNHA: 000889)

		Charleville Wood		cSAC						(cSAC: 000571)

		Cloghan Demense Wood (includes Cloghan Demense Bog, listed above)				pNHA				(pNHA: 001613)

		Clonad Wood				pNHA				(pNHA: 000574)

		Clorhane Wood				pNHA				(pNHA: 000894)

		Doon Esker Wood				pNHA				(pNHA: 001830)

		Golden Grove Woods				pNHA				(pNHA: 000903)

		Mount St. Joseph's Woods				pNHA				(pNHA: 000913)

		Woodville Woods				pNHA				(pNHA: 000927)

		Type of Feature		International Protection		National Protection		Local 
Protection		Reference

		Waterways, Lakes Fens and Callows

		NAME

		Annaghmore Lough Fen				pNHA				(pNHA: 000413)

		Grand Canal				pNHA				(pNHA: 002104)

		Deerykeel
Meadows				pNHA				(pNHA: 000897)

		Dovegrove Callows		cSAC
SPA		pNHA				(pNHA: 000010)
(cSAC: 004137) 
(SPA: 004137)

		Fin Lough		cSAC						(cSAC: 000576)

		Island Fen		cSAC						(cSAC: 002236)

		Lisduff Fen		cSAC						(cSAC: 002147)

		Lough Nahinch				pNHA				(pNHA: 000936)

		Middle Shannon Callows		SPA						(SPA: 004096)

		Pallas Lough				pNHA		AHA		(pNHA:  000916)

		Raheen Lough				pNHA				(pNHA: 000917)

		River Barrow/Nore		cSAC						(cSAC: 002162)

		River Little Brosna Callows; New Bridge-River Shannon		SPA		pNHA
Wildfowl Sanctuary				(pNHA: 000564)
(SPA: 004086)

		River Shannon Callows		cSAC						(cSAC: 000216)

		Type of Feature		International Protection		National Protection		Local 
Protection		Reference

		Structures (Bat Roosts)

		NAME

		Cloghanbeg				pNHA				(pNHA: 002059)

		Domestic Dwelling (Banagher)				pNHA				(pNHA: 000567)

		Domestic Dwelling No. 2 (Birr)				pNHA				(pNHA: 000568)

		Domestic Dwelling No. 1 (Birr)				pNHA				(pNHA: 000569)

		Bracken's dwelling near Whiteford				pNHA				(pNHA: 002058)

		Drumkeenan National School				pNHA				(pNHA: 002064)

		Kinnitty (Domestic Dwelling)				pNHA				(pNHA: 000579)

		Miltown, Shinrone				pNHA				(pNHA: 002065)

		St. Joseph's Mountheathon				pNHA				(pNHA: 002063)





Summary Sheet

		Category		Description		No. in Offaly

		Statutory Nature Reserves		State-owned land, inland waters or foreshore areas forming the habitat of a species or community of flora or fauna of scientific interest or forming part of an ecosystem of scientific interest, which would benefit from protection measures, established und		4

		National Parks		Almost entirely State-owned areas designated nationally with the aims of nature conservation and public recreation and appreciation.		0

		Special Protection Areas (SPAs)		Areas of conservation value for birds of importance in the European Union designated internationally under the Birds Directive. Only activities which do not have significant effects on birds are acceptable in SPA’s. The Birds Directive also requires the a		5

		Special Areas of Conservation (SACs)		Areas of conservation value for habitats and/or species of importance in the European Union designated internationally under the Habitats Directive. Requires local authorities in respect of development requiring planning permission to ensure that an appro		18

		Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs)		Areas of conservation value for ecological and/or geological/geomorphological heritage designated nationally under the Wildlife (Amendment) Act, 2000. The ecological interest which underlies proposed NHAs is taken into account in decisions on planning app		43

		Wildfowl Sanctuaries		Areas over which shooting of wild birds is prohibited, established under the Wildlife Act, 1976 and the Wildlife (Amendment) Act, 2000. These areas have been excluded from the ‘Open Season Order’ so that game birds are left undisturbed to rest and feed.		1

		Refuges for Fauna		Areas where the specific protection of one or more species of animal is required, established under the Wildlife Act, 1976 and the Wildlife (Amendment) Act, 2000.		0

		 Ramsar Sites		Sites designated internationally for the conservation of wetlands, particularly those of importance to waterfowl under The Convention on Wetlands of International Importance especially as Waterfowl Habitat, the so-called Ramsar Convention.		4

		UNESCO Biosphere Reserves		Sites of conservation value internationally designated with the aim of integrating the interests of nature conservation, sustainable development, research and education. Biosphere Reserves are recognised by UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Social and C		0

		Biogenetic Reserves		Biogenetic Reserve is an international designation for natural habitats that are especially valuable for nature conservation in Europe. Biogenetic Reserves are designated by the Council of Europe		4





Native trees and shrubs

		Common name		Latin name		Height
 (max)		Suitable for 
Public Open Spaces		Suitable for streets and 
confined spaces		Suitable for tubs, 
containers, 
raised beds etc.		Guide to planting: 
see key below				Key

		Alder		Alnus glutinosa		22m		Yes		No		Yes		ADPS

		Alder buckthorn		Frangula alnus		6m		Yes		No		Yes		D Restricted distribution. 
Not commonly available.				A – Grows in a wide variety of soils		C – Climber		D – Tolerates or 
prefers damp conditions

		Arbutus (strawberry tree)		Arbutus unedo		8m		Yes		No		Yes		Not frost hardy

		Ash		Fraxinus excelsior		28m		Yes		No		No		ADIPS				H – Suitable for hedging		I – Suitable as an
individual tree		P – Tolerates smoke
or pollution,

		Aspen		Populus tremula		24m		Yes		No		No		DPSV Not close to buildings or 
any services

		Bramble		Rubus fructicosus		2m		No		No		No		C/H note: tends 
to be invasive				S – Tolerates
shade		V – Invasive,		* – Tolerates 
dry conditions

		Broom		Cytisus scoparius		2m		Yes		No		Yes		*

		Burnet rose		Rosa pimpinellifolia		2m		Yes		No		Yes, but vigorous		C/H Restricted distribution. 
Not commonly available.

		Common 
(or European) gorse		Ulex europeaus		2.5m		Yes		No		In a rural setting		HV

		Crab apple		Malus sylvestris		6m		Yes		No		No		AHIP

		Dog rose		Rosa canina		2m		Yes		No		Yes. Vigorous		C/H

		Downy birch		Betula pubescens		18m		Yes		Yes		Yes		ADIP

		Elder		Sambucus nigra		6m		In hedge		No		No		V

		Guelder rose		Viburnum opulus		4.5m		Yes		No		No		DH

		Hawthorn		Crataegus monogyna		9m		Yes		Yes		Yes		AHIPS

		Hazel		Corylus avellana		6m		Yes		No		No		AHS

		Holly		Ilex aquifolium		15m		Yes		Yes		Yes		AHPS

		Honeysuckle		Lonicera periclymenum		climber		Yes		On walls		No		C

		Ivy		Hedera helix		climber		Yes		Yes		Yes		C

		Juniper		Juniperus communis		6m		Yes		No		No		S

		Pedunculate oak		Quercus robur		30m		Yes		No		No		AI only suitable
for large spaces

		Privet		Ligustrum vulgare		3m		Yes		Yes		Yes		No

		Rowan or mountain ash		Sorbus aucuparia		9m		Yes		Yes		Yes		ADHIP

		Scots pine		Pinus sylvestris		24m		Yes		No		No		AI

		Sessile oak		Quercus petraea		30m		Yes		No		No		AI only suitablefor large spaces

		Silver birch		Betula pendula		18m		Yes		Yes		Yes		ADIP

		Sloe, blackthorn		Prunus spinosa		3m		Yes		No		No		AHPV

		Spindle		Euonymous europaeus		7.5m		Yes		No		No		H

		Western (or mountain) gorse		Ulex gallii		1.5m		Yes		No		Yes		* Restricted distribution. 
Not commonly available.

		Whitebeam spp.		Sorbus aria		12m		Yes		Yes		Yes		IPS

		Wild cherry		Prunus avium		15m		Yes		Yes		Yes		AHI

		Willow spp.		Salix spp.		6m		Some		No		No		V Not suitable near 
buildings or services

		Wych elm		Ulmus glabra		30m		Yes				No		PS

		Yew		Taxus baccata		14m		Yes		No		Yes		AIPS

		SOURCE: Heritage Council (2004) Conserving and Enhancing Wildlife in Towns and Villages - a guide for local community groups





cSAC's

		Candidate Special Areas of Conservation

		Site Code				Site Name

		000216				River Shannon Callows

		000412				Slieve Bloom Mountains

		000566				All Saints Bog and Esker

		000571				Charleville Wood

		000572				Clara Bog

		000575				Ferbane Bog

		000576				Fin Lough

		000580				Mongan Bog

		000581				Moyclare Bog

		000582				Raheenmore Bog

		000585				Sharavogue Bog

		000919				Ridge Mill, SW of Rapemills

		000925				The Long Derries, Edenderry

		001776				Pilgrim's Road Esker

		002147				Lisduff Fen

		002162				River Barrow and River Nore

		002236				Island Fen

		004137				Dovegrove Callows





SPA's

		Special Protection Areas

		Site Code				Site Name

		004017				Mongan Bog

		004086				River Little Brosna Callows

		004096				Middle Shannon Callows

		004103				All Saints Bog

		004137				Dovegrove Callows

		004160				Slieve Bloom Mountains
(Proposed)





NHA's

		Natural Heritage Areas

		Site Code				Site Name

		000216				River Shannon Callows

		000412				Slieve Bloom Mountains

		000566				All Saints Bog and Esker

		000571				Charleville Wood

		000572				Clara Bog

		000575				Ferbane Bog

		000576				Fin Lough

		000580				Mongan Bog

		000581				Moyclare Bog

		000582				Raheenmore Bog

		000585				Sharavogue Bog

		000919				Ridge Mill, SW of Rapemills

		000925				The Long Derries, Edenderry

		001776				Pilgrim's Road Esker

		002147				Lisduff Fen

		002162				River Barrow and River Nore

		002236				Island Fen

		004137				Dovegrove Callows

		Natural Heritage Areas

		Site Code				Site Name

		000564				River Little Brosna Callows

		000565				Clonydonnin Bog

		000570				Black Castle Bog

		000890				Cangort Bog

		000921				Screggan Bog

		002033				Daingean Bog

		002355				Hawkswood Bog






