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Ballyboy Sraid Plan


1.0
General Introduction and Development Context

1.1
Location

Ballyboy is a very small, quaint, attractive and historical village. Its name is derived from the Irish term ‘Baile Atha Buidhe’ which translates into ‘Town of the Yellow Ford’. This unique picturesque settlement is located on the foothills of the Slieve Bloom Mountains and along the banks of the Silver River and was established on high ground above the shallow crossing of the river.

It is situated approximately 2 kilometres east of Kilcormac, 5 kilometres southeast of Mountbolus and 8 kilometres northeast of Kinnitty.

According to the 2006 Census, the total population of the district electoral division of Kilcormac (of which Ballyboy is part) was 1,288 persons. However, it is estimated that the current population situated within the core area of Ballyboy is estimated at being less than 40 persons.
1.2
 Settlement Form
This settlement originated as a result of the geography of the land with Ballyboy being the only point at which to cross the river. This river is the remains of a great rolling glacier and the term ‘yellow’ in the Irish translation of Ballyboy is made in reference to the colour of the river in flood.

Ballyboy is a historic settlement whose landscape demonstrates an evolution of time.  An early Christian graveslab in the Church of Ireland graveyard may belong to an early Christian Church at Ballyboy, but there are no historical documents to a foundation at Ballyboy. Further to this, local tradition has suggested that St. Brigid established a convent in this village in 500 AD, but again there are no historical documents to support this.

A 12th century moat is situated within Ballyboy and is significant in indicating that the Normans settled here at this time, with this location favoured given its defensive nature on a height, at a river crossing. This moat contains the remains of a 19th century limekiln built into its side. This site is of archaeological and historical significance and must be protected. The remains of a flourmill (Flanagan’s Flourmill) which dates from c.18th century / early 19th century are evident in Ballyboy and are demonstrative of this villages’ commercial prosperity of the time.

Expansion within the settlement of Ballyboy in recent decades has been slow. The approach routes to Ballyboy, in particular the northwest (Kilcormac) and south approaches, have retained their high quality rural character, and the sraid at Ballyboy has developed as a nucleated, compact settlement which does not radiate outwards along constituent routes, but is nestled in a predominantly rural, picturesque location, which has preserved its surrounding natural landscape.

The development of Ballyboy has been predominantly low rise and low-density and contains a number of different building styles, with two farmsteads also situated within the sraid.

‘Dan and Mollys’ licensed premises which is very traditional in character and displays a thatched roof, acts as the focal point of this settlement.

1.3
Topography
Undulating, with the sraid nestled within a picturesque natural landscape. The land falls in a south - north direction.

2.0
Services and Social Infrastructure
2.1      Water Supply
Ballyboy is serviced by a piped water supply from a private group water scheme. Consent to the provision of a water supply will be required as part of planning permissions granted.

2.2
Waste Water
Effluent is currently treated on individual sites by individual treatment systems and it is envisaged that it will continue as so in the development of this sraid, except in limited cases where in-depth development is appropriate [Refer Volume 1, Chapter 7].

2.3
Other Services

(a) Social and Community Infrastructure

Ballyboy presently contains a national school and a licensed premises.

A number of local grocers have previously operated within this settlement, with the last remaining grocer having ceased operation within recent years. A community centre was established in 1954 but was subsequently destroyed in 1967. St. Cormac’s Church (Church of Ireland) which was established in 1815 and is currently in ruins, had its last service celebrated in 1970.

Kilcormac town, situated within 2 kilometres of Ballyboy, acts as a local services centre for the community of Ballyboy.

(b) Roads and Transport Infrastructure

Ballyboy is located on a local primary road (L-02021-2) and is connected to the N52 (Kilcormac-Tullamore Road).
The speed limit within this settlement is currently 50kms/hr. 

2.4
Other features

Local character-Visual Amenities

· Attractive old style settlement comprising a predominantly rural fabric.

· Attractive landscaping and planting-well maintained along approach roads and at various locations within the settlement.

· Attractive, comprehensive network of stone walls. 

· Attractive hedgerows throughout the settlement.

· Famine memorial ground-Open Space.

· Picnic area/greenspace-situated under the chestnut trees directly opposite the site of St. Cormac’s Church.

· Silver River-forms part of ‘The Offaly Way’ heritage walk, attractive scenic walk along its banks, picnic area situated at its meeting point.

· Old-style water well.
Historical

· Carved head on the wall of the old corn mill in Ballyboy -may have been part of the medieval church.

· 12th century Norman moat (contains the remains of a 19th century limekiln).

· Dan and Mollys licensed premises-traditional thatched cottage, (protected structure).

· Flanagan’s Mill-derelict mill of historical significance, (protected structure).

· Site of St. Cormac’s Church (1815) and adjoining cemetery, (protected structure).

3.0
Key Messages for Ballyboy 

a) Ballyboy shall be developed in a properly planned and coherent manner, with “Dan and Mollys” licensed premises as its focal point. The sraid’s unique, picturesque setting shall be retained and enhanced, in accordance with appropriately designed and very sensitive development.

b) The conservation and integration into new development of existing stone walls and promotion of similar materials for new boundaries. All development must be specifically designed, taking due cognisance in order to ensure their protection and preserve and retain Ballyboy’s existing unique, picturesque character which is rich in historical/heritage significance.

c) The conservation and integration into new development of existing trees and native hedgerows.

d) High quality designs which are reflective of the existing rural and historic character of the settlement, without precluding high quality innovative contemporary designs.

e) Facilitate and encourage the development of small-scale local enterprise and employment opportunities within the settlement, where feasible.

f) Encourage the use of natural building and boundary materials.

4.0
General Development Objectives

4.1 Approx. total no. population envisaged 

It is the intention of Offaly County Council that population growth should be at a relatively slow pace within the sraid as delineated on the accompanying map. It is envisaged that an additional 35-45 additional dwellings could potentially be accommodated, together with small-scale local commercial development.

4.2
Allowable Units Per Annum 

Small numbers per annum.  In permitting take-up of dwellings, the Council will have regard to the total number envisaged over the plan period. Some flexibility may be necessary when any major works are required to open up backland sites.

4.3
Priorities
a) Promotion and consolidation of development within the sraid boundary shown on the accompanying plan.

b) Improvement of the existing road network and provision of public lighting and footpaths, whilst protecting the network of intact stone walls which exists at present, in conjunction with on-going development.

c) Create/reinforce ‘gateway’ features to engender a sense of place and delineate the settlement.

d) Encourage and facilitate co-operation between/ amongst the different development interests in order to maximise community gain, for the greater good of the settlement.

4.4
Shape and Form
Ballyboy will continue to be a largely rural, picturesque settlement. Its development will be subject to a considered understanding and appropriately designed development which is sensitively integrated and sympathetically reflective and respectful of this settlements existing rural character. “Dan and Mollys” thatched public house acts at the focal point for the settlement and the consolidation of appropriate development within the development envelope is encouraged. The Council will resist inappropriate suburban styles.

4.5
Style / Character

Ballyboy is a very rural, quaint and attractive settlement, and extremely high quality development which is reflective of this will only be permitted.

5.0
Specific Development Objectives

5.1
Archaeology

It is an objective of the Council to secure the protection (i.e. preservation in situ or at a minimum protection by record) of all archaeological monuments included in the Record of Monuments and Places as established under Section 12 of the National Monuments (Amendment) Act 1994, and their setting. There are currently four Recorded Monuments situated within or adjacent to this sraid.

5.2
Protected Structures
A complete list is contained within the Record of Protected Structures for the County. Policies contained within Volume 1 of the plan to apply.

5.3
Amenities  (Open Space)

Ballyboy comprises a number of natural amenities which contribute to its picturesque setting at the foothills of the Slieve Bloom Mountains. The Silver River and its banks are naturally scenic and attractive and accessible for walks. A famine burial ground at the road junction (opposite ‘Dan and Mollys’) was developed as a memorial ground and comprises a small open space and commemorative stone.

‘The Offaly Way’ is a tourism-based project which aims to promote some of the visually attractive walkways throughout the County and includes the routeway along the Silver River which traverses the settlement of Ballyboy in an east-west direction. The Council will continue to facilitate in promoting this project.

5.4
Trees and Boundaries

Mature hedgerows where possible should be incorporated into development proposals.  These could serve to screen and integrate new development into this settlement in an unobtrusive manner.  Further to this, new development should ensure the protection of mature trees hedgerows and the conservation of existing stone walls, and their integration into new development.  Where the provision of new boundaries are required, these should comprise native hedgerow planting, or stone walls which use stone found in the locality.  
Where comprehensive new development occurs, it should take into account the pattern of existing hedgerows and incorporate same into layouts or plant connecting hedgerows where hedgerow removal to facilitate development works is necessary.  
The Council will require that all new development will respect the predominantly rural nature of the settlement, in particular through the provision of sensitive landscaping schemes. In the event that the removal of tree(s) is deemed to be necessary, it will be conditional on replacement with appropriate species.

5.5
Stone walls

An attractive and comprehensive network of old stone walls are contained within the settlement of Ballyboy. Their presence contributes significantly to the attractiveness and rural character and distinctiveness of this sraid. It is the Council’s policy to preserve and protect these stone walls, insofar as is possible, (refer to accompanying map which identifies stone walls of particular significance which are required to be protected, retained and integrated into any new development unless removal is unavoidable). Refer also to Section 3.0(b) and Section 5.6(i) of this written statement).

5.6
Local issues

a) The incremental provision of footpaths through development contributions/special development contributions or requirements for works as part of planning permissions granted is envisaged, to improve the amenities of the area.

b) Adequate lighting to be provided along all routes within the development envelope, over time.

c) Progressively underground overhead cables. In the case of new development, ducting will be required under new roads or new / upgraded footpaths.

d) Enhancement of ‘gateway’ features and natural edges as the opportunities arise, so as to increase the sense of place and character of the settlement.

e) Facilitate and encourage the appropriate redevelopment of disused and/or derelict sites within the settlement.

f) Examine possible measures which could facilitate the redevelopment of the site of St. Cormac’s Church (est. 1815).

g) Protection of key archaeological sites, most notably lands which encompass 12th century moat.

h) Access points to be provided where necessary, within the proposed development envelope.

i) Protection and integration of stone walls in any future developments.
5.7 Any proposed development along the Silver River must satisfy Offaly County Council that it is protected by design from flood risk and incorporates minimum setback from the bank as required by the Office of Public Works.
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