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Chapter 13 Transport and Accessibility
Aim
Offaly County Council will endeavour to promote the use of sustainable and integrated modes of transport and will support the development of a safer, more efficient transport system within Offaly, with improvements to the road network, rail network, public transport, cycleways and pedestrian ways.

Context 

Offaly County Council recognises that the provision of sustainable, efficient and effective transport networks in the county is a major determinant of its level of competitiveness and its capacity to address some of its major social and environmental needs. The Council will facilitate the development of plans and/or programmes identified in Transport 21 that relate to Offaly. In relation to National Primary Roads, the framework (Transport 21) outlines the completion of a number of major interurban motorways including the M6 route (Dublin to Galway) and the N7 route (Dublin to Limerick) by 2010 (Refer to Map 13.1). The N52 from Moate to Enniscorthy, which is identified in the NSS as a key cross country linking corridor, is scheduled for targeted improvements under Transport 21 because of its contributing importance to regional development. Offaly’s central location in Ireland makes it accessible to all cities, ports and airports. 
The Gateway status of Tullamore, linked with Athlone and Mullingar (ATM) highlights the need for a much improved road and rail infrastructue network between these towns in particular and the Midland counties in general. The national and regional links between County Offaly and the rest of the country and Europe depend to a great extent on the road network. These routes facilitate important linkages within the county and to adjoining counties and are of vital importance to the economic and social development of County Offaly. Therefore, the Council acknowledges the importance of the road network within Offaly’s infrastructure. The transport system is an important component in meeting the physical, social and economic needs of County Offaly. 

Offaly County Council will seek to encourage patterns of economic growth, which can be achieved with maximum transport efficiency.

Map 13.1


   Transport 21 National Roads Network 
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Transport 21

Transport 21 is the capital investment framework through which the transport system in Ireland will be developed over the period 2006 to 2015 costing just over €34 billion and covering Exchequer and Public Private Partnerships (PPP), capital investment in national roads, public transport and regional airports. This framework will address the twin challenges of past investment backlogs and continuing growth in transport demand. 

National Development Plan 2007-2013

Significant improvements have been made to Offaly’s national secondary and regional roads under the National Development Plan (NDP) 2000-2006. Major projects such as the Ferbane inner relief road, the Banagher new link road, and the Tullamore Bypass have been funded under the NDP.
The National Development Plan 2007-2013 states that the Government is fully committed to ensuring that the development of economic infrastructure is implemented within the period of the plan. Total investment under the Transport Programme of the current NDP will be approximately €32.9 billion. 

In relation to the road network of Offaly, the NDP states that the improvement of road links between the main National Spatial Strategy Gateways is one of the principal objectives under the roads sub-programme and in relation to National Secondary Routes, priority will be given to gateway routes outside of Dublin, including the Midlands Gateway. The Council recognises that the intra regional links within the Midlands Gateway are crucial to achieving a successful gateway and in light of this, the Council will seek to ensure that its programmes of work are commensurate with works identified for key routes in National plans and programmes. 

National Spatial Strategy (NSS) 2002 - 2020

The principal messages within the NSS of particular relevance to the Midlands region in relation to transport and roads, can be summarised as follows:

The region will benefit strongly from improving transport and communications infrastructure that pass through the region. Better connectivity linking the east-west / east-south transport routes with a strategic north-south route will help implement the gateway in the region and improve the connectivity, cohesion and identity of the region (Source: NSS 2002).
Midland Regional Planning Guidelines 2004

As part of the strategic vision for the Midlands Region, the Midland Regional Planning Guidelines (MRPGs) state that ‘harnessing the central geographical location of the region at the “heart” of Ireland with more inter-regional links than any other region in Ireland is crucial to building a strategically focused network of transport and communications links’.
Improvements to the main road and rail corridors will have profound effects on the accessibility and competitiveness of Offaly in terms of ease of access to adjacent regions, access within the region and on development patterns in Offaly. Offaly County Council supports one of the central objectives of both the NSS and the MRPGs, that is to ensure that the linked Gateway and principal towns are easily accessible and that efficient links are available for the movement of labour and for greater access to a range of complementary goods and services (Refer to Map 13.2). 

Strategy

13.1
Delivering a Successful Linked Midlands Gateway
The Midlands Gateway transport network is characterised by a number of nationally strategic roads (M4/N4, N6, N52, N62, N55, N80) and rail routes (Dublin-Galway / Mayo and Dublin-Sligo) that traverse the Midlands Region and provide key external and internal linkages for the Gateway particularly to Dublin, Galway, Sligo, Portlaoise and Longford (Refer to Map 13.2).  Offaly County Council acknowledges its role in facilitating the upgrading of the transport network, particularly in relation to roads that link the principal Gateway towns.

The National Roads Authority (NRA) is currently upgrading the N6 to motorway status, and has committed to following programmes for Offaly:

· Tullamore / Kilbeggan (N52) – New Road.

· Tullamore / Moate (N80) – Upgrade.

· Tullamore By-Pass (N52) – to the east of the town.

· M7 – Castletown to Nenagh.

In addition to this, the Council regards the upgrade and improvement of the N62, the N52 and the N80 as being important in the regional context, especially in promoting connectivity with the Midlands Gateway. In particular, the special needs of the N62 having regard to its foundations on peat is acknowledged.

These road upgrades will have significant effects on the accessibility and competitiveness of the gateway in terms of ease of access to adjacent regions and other gateways, access within the Midlands Gateway and  other large towns in the region, and on the overall development patterns in the midlands.  Offaly County Council recognises the critical role it has to play in striving to create stronger, high quality transport linkages within the Midlands Gateway and in turn, will seek to ensure that transport linkages within Offaly are of a standard to ensure the successful delivery of people, employment and services to the Midlands Region.  The Council will support the development of new transport linkages, to further strengthen connectivity and in particular, will liaise with the relevant bodies and agencies when seeking to establish such linkages. 

13.1.1
Strategic Development Framework for the Midlands Gateway (2006)

This framework makes a number of recommendations in relation to the successful development of the Midlands Gateway and in relation to transport.  The key messages are as follows:

· Investment in transport in order to increase interconnectivity within the region

· Development of an integrated public transport system for the gateway

· Completion of road improvements and upgrades as a matter of priority, specifically in relation to the N80, N52 and the N62 for Offaly

This Council acknowledges the recommendations made in the Strategic Development Framework for the Midlands Gateway (‘Indecon’ report) and will endeavour to carry out these recommendations in order to strengthen the existing transport infrastructure within County Offaly and in turn contribute to a robust and efficient regional and national network.

The Strategic Development Framework for the Midlands Gateway states that one of the main characteristics that a gateway should aspire to achieving is to be within one hour of an airport either with international access or linking to one with such access, and also to have adequate, reliable, cost effective and efficient access to port facilities. Offaly County Council acknowledges that the establishment of an airport would significantly increase interconnectivity for the Midlands Gateway and will endeavour to facilitate such a development in the county. 

13.2
Roads 

The Council recognises the importance of providing a safe and efficient road system in the county in order to facilitate the development of the local and national economy, to protect the safety of users of public roads and to safeguard public investment in their provision.  

Transport patterns contribute to the changing lifestyle patterns in modern society. Car ownership per thousand population in Ireland grew by 55% between 1991 and 2004 (Transport 21). This trend is expected to continue as the car ownership rate in the state is still well below the average for the EU 15
. In 2005, Ireland had an estimated 406 cars per thousand population compared with 491 for the EU 15 (Source: NDP 2007-2013). 

Fig 13.1 Number of Cars Registered in Co. Offaly
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13.2.1
National Routes
As at 2007, County Offaly currently comprises of approximately 2,000 kilometres of roads, which are categorised as follows:
· National Primary Roads (18 kilometres)

· National Secondary Roads (123 kilometres)

· Regional Roads (344 kilometres)

· County Roads (1524 kilometres)
Table 13.1 lists the National roads within County Offaly. 

Table 13.1
National Roads in Offaly 
	ROAD TYPE
	DESCRIPTION

	National Primary
	N6 – Dublin to Galway. An 8 km section traverses North Offaly (close to Horseleap).

	National Primary
	N7 – Dublin to Limerick. An 11 km portion traverses through South Offaly (close to Moneygall).

	National Secondary
	N52 – Links Dundalk and Nenagh through Mullingar (including Mullingar By-Pass), Tullamore and Birr.

	National Secondary
	N80 – Links the N6 at Moate to the N11 at Enniscorthy via Tullamore and Portlaoise.

	National Secondary
	N62 – Links Athlone with the N8 south of Thurles. It passes through Birr.


(Refer also to Map 13.1)

Offaly is located on a “Central Spine” which was identified in the National Spatial Strategy as linking the east / west radial transport corridors by road through the midlands. Offaly is also where two national secondary routes interconnect i.e. the (N52) Dundalk - Nenagh and the (N80) Enniscorthy-Moate routes. These routes and their improvement make the county more accessible to ports such as Drogheda, Bellview and Rosslare. They are also fundamental in providing connections with other urban centres in the midlands. Completion of the M6 (Dublin – Galway) motorway, M7 (Dublin to Limerick) and the forthcoming by-pass for Tullamore will assist in substantially improving the County’s accessibility and attracting inward investment.
The Council is aware of the vital importance of National Routes to economic and social development both within County Offaly and throughout the country. The Council in particular recognises the crucial role of the National Secondary Routes in the county in contributing to economic development and of the special position of the N52, N62 and N80 as part of the Strategic Corridor links through the country. It further recognises the importance of quick access from the major population centres to both the National Primary Routes N6 and N7. 

13.2.2
National Primary Routes

Offaly County Council will facilitate the development of the National Primary road network in accordance with Transport 21, the National Development Plan 2007 – 2013 and with other Government policies. The extent of the development of the National Primary Routes, affecting Offaly, is from Dublin to Galway M6/N6 and Dublin to Limerick M7/N7 (See plate 13.1, plate 13.2 and Map 13.1). Both of these routes are priorities within the NRA’s programme of works in relation to the completion of the major inter urban routes nationally.  It is the policy of this Council to assist and facilitate the achievement of this objective, together with associated ancillary and infrastructural services. 

Plate 13.1





          
          Plate 13.2


N6 Dublin to Galway Route                                                         
          
          N7 Dublin to Limerick Route  [image: image3.png]
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            Source: Transport 21

13.2.3
National Secondary Routes

The Council will actively pursue the upgrading and improvement of the N52, N62 and the N80 including the provision of appropriate bypasses, where considered necessary. 

13.2.4
Access to National Roads
The improvement in the road network, including more direct travelling routes between cities and gateways, results in a requirement to provide appropriate support infrastructure in the form of service facilities, but also creates a demand for development management policies at important interchanges and along the national routes to safeguard investment in the network and protect capacity and safety. The approach of the Council is to facilitate appropriate development in a safe and sustainable way.

The Council accepts that experience and research has shown that the failure to effectively control road frontage development on national routes reduces the traffic capacity of the road, adversely affects road safety and reduces the benefits to be derived from road investment.  The need for effective access control policy on national routes in the county is further underlined by the projected increase in high-speed traffic volumes likely to occur in the future and the severity of accidents on these routes.

In order that the effectiveness of past and future public investment in road improvements should not be diminished in whole or in part and to ensure the safety and free flow of traffic, future development requiring direct access onto National Primary and National Secondary routes will be severely curtailed.

Permissible development requiring direct access i.e. other than via a public road to a National Primary or National Secondary road will be restricted to the residential requirements of established landowners (e.g. farmers) and their sons / daughters only, where the requirement to live on their land is essential for the management of the land. It must be clearly demonstrated in the case of permissible development that a ‘need’ for the dwelling is established and that no reasonable alternative site with access off a minor road is available. The Council refers to the National Road Authority’s policy statement on Development Management and Access to National Roads, 2006 when considering where permissible development shall be located. 

13.2.5
Avoidance of Traffic Hazard 

Where development is permitted, the Council will require that it can be accommodated without the creation of a specific traffic hazard and that sight distances, road widths and distances from junctions comply with the appropriate geometric design standards as adopted by Offaly County Council. Proposals should comply with the NRA Design Manual on Roads & Bridges (2001) (NRA DMRB).
13.2.6
Regional Routes
Regional roads comprise 344km of the county’s total road network. Three of the county’s regional routes have been identified as key amenity routes which offer a very attractive “cross section” view of differing landscapes of the county. The enjoyment of such varying landscapes for the visitor, the person who regularly traverses the county or the local person can be lessened by insensitive levels of roadside development and indeed excessive levels of development. 

In the case of Regional routes, especially those which carry higher volumes of traffic, the Council shall adopt a restrictive policy in relation to new development in the interests of preserving the traffic capacity of these routes and in order to avoid the creation of traffic hazards.  These routes are of strategic importance to the county and to the region. Dwellings which are required by “established residents” of an area will generally be permitted providing no suitable alternative site is available with access off a minor road. Regional routes affected by this provision are listed in Table 13.2 (Refer to Map 13.3).
Table 13.2 Restricted Regional Routes

	Route
	Location
	Reason

	R357
	Blueball to Shannonbridge
	Carrying Capacity route and Key Amenity route

	R400
	County Boundary North of Rhode to Cushina
	Carrying Capacity

	R402
	Ballina Cross to Edenderry
	Carrying Capacity

	R420
	Tullamore to Portarlington
	Carrying Capacity

	R421
	Tullamore to Kinnitty
	Carrying Capacity and Key Amenity Route

	R436
	Ferbane to Kilbeggan
	Carrying Capacity

	R356-R438
	Cloghan to Banagher
	Carrying Capacity

	R439
	Birr to Banagher
	Carrying Capacity

	R440
	Birr to Kinnitty
	Carrying Capacity and Key Amenity route


13.2.7
Local Roads

76% of County Offaly’s roads are classified as ‘local’ roads. These roads are subsequently divided into Local Primary Roads, Local Secondary Roads and Local Tertiary Roads. The undulating nature of many of the roads can be attributed to the subsurface peat, which is prevalent in the county.  Offaly County Council will enhance and improve this road network, in line with its programmes (Refer to the objectives in this Chapter), as it is of major importance to both the economy of the county and to communities. 

13.2.8
Contribution towards the Cost of Road Construction / Improvements
The Council will require the payment of a contribution towards the cost of upgrading and or maintenance of a public road where the work is necessary to facilitate the proposed development. 

13.2.9
Reservation of Land for Road Improvements/By-passes 

The Council will require the reservation of corridors of land free of development for the provision of road improvements or new roads including bypasses and relief routes serving towns and villages. Once the design, approval and funding for such works has been secured, the Council will endeavour to protect the route through the reservation of land free from development. 

13.3
Public Transport

The provision of a high quality public transport network is paramount to achieving a high quality of life standard in the county and in providing a viable sustainable alternative transport mode. By encouraging employment and residential development to locate in existing development centres, it will be possible to take full advantage of existing and future investments in public transport. Due to the predominantly rural nature of County Offaly and its dispersed population, it is considered that small-scale public transport initiatives could be viable. The Council recognises the possibility of more integrated public transport services for the county particularly between the Midlands Gateway towns and other regional towns such as Portlaoise and Longford.
13.3.1
Rail Infrastructure

County Offaly is centrally located along national interconnecting strategic rail corridors and as a result has an established rail infrastructure network.  The Strategic Rail Review was published in 2003 and its purpose is to provide the Government with a basis for establishing a strategic policy framework for the future development of the rail passenger and rail freight sectors in Ireland. 

The review states that it is necessary to strengthen public transport linkages in the Midlands Gateway. Offaly County Council will co operate with and encourage Iarnród Eireann to secure the upgrading of the existing rail linkages between the midlands towns, in particular between Athlone, Tullamore and Portarlington.  The potential to link the rail networks serving Athlone / Dublin and Mullingar / Dublin as envisaged in the Strategic Rail Review represents a major opportunity to establish good physical links between Athlone and Mullingar. Offaly County Council supports the reinstatement of the Athlone-Mullingar rail link. 
The Council recognises that the development of the rail network in the midlands could play a very positive role in the social and economic development of the area and could contribute positively to balanced regional development. 

The provision of a second line between Portarlington and Galway will facilitate the development of midland towns such as Portarlington, Tullamore, Clara, Athlone and Ballinasloe. In conjunction with this, there is an opportunity for Tullamore station and adjoining lands to be developed as a transport (bus / rail) node. This would allow for the integration of local bus services, including a possible future town bus service with the rail network. Clara station should be developed similarly to increase service provision in the town. Portarlington Land Use and Transportation Study has identified the railway station as a key asset in the development of the town.

The provision of a rail link from Mullingar directly to Clara would have the effect of creating an integrated rail network linking Longford, Mullingar, Ballinasloe, and Athlone with Tullamore, Portarlington, Kildare and Portlaoise. 

The final link in the network could involve the provision of a new line from Enfield to Edenderry with a continuation to Portarlington (possible junction at Garryhinch). This line, if provided, would be of great strategic importance in the context of the midlands. Many of the wayleaves between Portarlington and Enfield are in the ownership of Bord na Mona

13.3.2
Bus

Public bus services in the county are currently operated by Bus Eireann and private operators. Offaly County Council will facilitate the improvement and expansion of public bus services where they strengthen linkages to other areas of the county, the Midlands Region and the rest of the country. 

13.3.3
Rural Transport Programme

Since 2002, the Department of Transport has been funding the nationwide Rural Transport Programme (RTP) pilot initiative under which thirty four community-led transport projects provide passenger transport services in rural areas of the country. The RTP supports two rural transport services in the county. 

West Offaly Community Transport is a community bus service that provides transport to local communities in the West Offaly area. Funding was secured for the implementation of pilot passenger transport services under the auspices of the Rural Transport Programme, funded by the Department of Transport under the National Development Plan 2000-2006. A total of twelve services are currently provided in the area. 

Oak Partnership, under Offaly / Kildare Transport, offer nineteen scheduled services which include services to third level education facilities, hospital out-patient clinics, shopping facilities and once off social activities. 

The National Development Plan 2007-2013 has committed to The Rural Transport Programme and expansion to all rural areas nationwide began in 2007. Offaly County Council recognises the value that public transport can add to the quality of life of rural communities and will continue to support the Rural Transport Programme.

13.4
Cycle ways
The Council recognises a resurgence in the growth of cycling as a means of transport and as a means of recreational activity. County Offaly provides ideal terrain for cycling. The Council will endeavour, subject to availability of finance, to make provisions for cyclists including where appropriate, dedicated cycle ways.

13.5
Policy

P13-01
It is Council policy to encourage and facilitate transport investment within the county and the Midlands Region in particular the gateway towns, in order to create effective links and to reduce travel times between the main towns and to maximise the cohesion and critical mass of the region and improve intra and inter-regional connectivity. In this regard, it is also Council policy to co-operate with the adjoining local authorities to achieve these effective and improved links. 
P13-02
It is Council policy to facilitate development of the primary road network in Offaly and the Midlands Region in accordance with the National Development Plan 2007 – 2013, Transport 21 and with Government policy. The Council will also support the relevant agencies and bodies involved in achieving such development including the National Roads Authority and the Department of Transport.
P13-03 
It is Council policy to strictly control development, outside of identified settlements, which could generate significant additional traffic, thereby potentially compromising the capacity and efficiency of the national roads/restricted regional roads and associated interchanges and possibly leading to the premature and unacceptable reduction in the level of service available to road users.  This policy will also apply to National roads which are due to be downgraded but which will still comprise high quality Regionally important links, for example the N52 from the Tullamore bypass to the county boundary to the north, the N52 between Tullamore and Mucklagh, the N6 from Horseleap to Ballynahinch, the N7 from Clashnagad to Greenhills and any other National roads which may be downgraded during the life of this plan.  

P13-04
It is Council policy that permissible development requiring direct access i.e. other than via a public road to a National Primary or National Secondary road, will be restricted to the residential requirements of established landowners (e.g. farmers) and their sons / daughters only, where the requirement to live on their land is essential for the management of the land.  It must be clearly demonstrated in the case of permissible development that a ‘need’ for the dwelling is established and that no reasonable alternative site with access off a minor road is available.
P13-05
In relation to restricted regional routes, dwellings which are required by ‘established residents’ of an area, will generally be permitted providing no suitable alternative site is available with access off a minor road. Regional Routes affected by this provision are listed in Table 13.2 (Refer to Map 13.3).
P13-06
It is Council policy to improve the road links between the national roads network and identified settlements within Offaly’s Settlement Hierarchy in order to cater for anticipated additional traffic flows and to facilitate the economic development of these settlements.  The co-operation of the Town Councils will be sought in the implementation of same where necessary. 

P13-07
It is Council policy to maximise the use of fully accessible public transport that links the Midland Gateway towns internally and externally by co-ordinating built form, land use and transport planning. This will include facilitating high-quality bus and rail services that meet user needs.
P13-08
It is Council policy to support the further improvement of public transport services within County Offaly (rail and bus) and in particular facilitating the provision and promotion of privately run transportation systems in rural areas such as the Rural Transport Programmes in north and west Offaly. 

P13-09
It is Council policy to co-operate with and encourage Iarnród Eireann to secure the upgrading of the existing rail linkages between the Midlands Gateway towns, in particular between Athlone, Tullamore and Portarlington.
P13-10
The Council recognises that the development of the rail network in the midlands could play a very positive role in the social and economic development of the area and could contribute positively to balanced regional development.  It is Council policy to promote and facilitate the following where feasible and to co operate with the Department of Transport, Irish Rail and adjoining local authorities in this regard: 
· The provision of a second line between Portarlington and Galway which will facilitate the development of midland towns such as Portarlington, Tullamore, Clara, Athlone and Ballinasloe.  In conjunction with this, there is an opportunity for Tullamore station and adjoining lands to be developed as a transport (bus / rail) node. This would allow for the integration of local bus services including a possible future town bus service with the rail network. Clara station should be developed similarly to increase service provision in the town. Portarlington Land Use and Transportation Study has identified the railway station as a key asset in the development of the town.

· The provision of a rail link from Mullingar directly to Clara which would have the effect of creating an integrated rail network linking Longford, Mullingar, Ballinasloe, Athlone with Tullamore, Portarlington, Kildare and Portlaoise. 

· The final link in the network could involve the provision of a new line from Enfield to Edenderry with a continuation to Portarlington (possible junction at Garryhinch). This line will be of great strategic importance in the context of the midlands. Bord Na Mona already owns many of the wayleaves between Portarlington and Enfield. 

P13-11
It is Council policy to ensure that developments which have the potential to generate significant traffic movement as a result of the use proposed are subject to a Traffic Impact Assessment. The Council may also require the provision of Road Safety Audits in the case of major road works.
P13-12
It is Council policy, where feasible, to require the provision of cycleways and walkways as part of new development. 

P13-13
It is Council policy to support and facilitate the operation of existing bus services and to facilitate the provision of improved facilities for bus users in towns and villages including the provision of set down areas for coaches and bus shelters at all bus stops where feasible for passengers.
P13-14
It is Council policy to improve deficiencies in pavement surface, riding quality and general alignment to protect the heavy investment in existing facilities.
P13-15
It is Council policy when designing or inputting into road schemes to recognise the importance of hedgerows and roadside boundaries for wildlife and biodiversity. (Refer also to policy P15-13 and P15-14).
P13-16
In considering applications for quarries, the Council will seek to ensure access to the highest possible category of the road network hierarchy.
13.6
Objectives

Offaly County Council intends to achieve a number of specific objectives for National Routes, subject to funding being available from the National Roads Authority. These objectives will be achieved in a consultative framework and with the co-operation of adjoining local authorities where necessary.

O13-01 To facilitate the provision of transport infrastructure in County Offaly in line with national policy as outlined in Transport 21 and the National Development Plan 2007-2013 and also in line with the Councils own programme of works.
O13-02
It is an objective of the Council to facilitate the development of the national secondary road network in Offaly through the continued upgrading and improvement of the national secondary roads in the county, the N62, the N52 and the N80.  

O13-03 The Council recognises the importance of providing a safe and efficient road system in the county in order to facilitate the development of the local and national economy, to protect the safety of users of public roads and to safeguard public investment in their provision.  In this regard, the Council will endeavour to construct, upgrade and improve, where necessary, the national roads in the county. The Council will have regard to national and regional transport plans and the Council’s programme of works. The undertaking of any works will be subject to the availability of finance and resources.
O13-04 It is an objective of the Council to construct, upgrade and improve, where necessary, the national roads in the county as outlined in Table 13.3. The Council will have regard to national and regional transport plans and the Council’s programme of works. The undertaking of any works will be subject to the availability of finance and resources.                                        

Table 13.3 – National Roads Objectives


	OBJECTIVE REFERENCE
	NATIONAL SECONDARY ROUTES
	SCHEME DESCRIPTION

	O13-05
	N52
	To construct the Tullamore By-Pass (eastern) to the east of the town.

	O13-06
	N52
	To construct a new road between Tullamore and Kilbeggan (Link Road).

	O13-07
	
	To secure the provision of a Western Bypass/Relief Road to the west of Tullamore town linking the N80 to the north west of the town with the N52 to the south west of the town. 

	O13-08
	           N52

N80
	To co-operate with the NRA in providing a bypass for the following towns and villages, should the decision be made to do so and to protect from development any reservation bands / corridors so as to avoid compromising the construction of the road:

· Kilcormac

· Killeigh

	O13-09
	N62
	Upgrade, widen and reconstruction of N62 from Kennedy’s Cross to the County boundary at Ballynahown.

	O13-10
	N62
	Construction of Birr Relief Road and construction of Birr By-pass and Distributor Road Network (Birr LUTS).

	O13-11
	N62
	Birr-Riverstown-local widening and re-surfacing.

	O13-12
	N80
	Construct Clara Relief Road

	
	NATIONAL PRIMARY

ROUTES
	SCHEME DESCRIPTION

	O13-13
	N6
	Kinnegad to Athlone Phase 2  (Kilbeggan - Athlone)

Construction of a high quality dual carriageway.

	O13-14
	N7
	Castletown – Nenagh

Construction of a high quality dual carriageway.


O13-15 It is an objective of the Council to construct, upgrade and improve, where necessary, the regional roads in the county as outlined in Table 13.4. The Council will have regard to national and regional transport plans and the Council’s programme of works. The undertaking of any works will be subject to the availability of finance and resources.                                        

Table 13.4 Regional / Other Roads Objectives
	OBJECTIVE REFERENCE
	REGIONAL ROUTES
	SCHEME DESCRIPTION

	O13-16
	R402
	Construction of Edenderry By-Pass and Relief Roads

	O13-17
	R420
	Construction of Portarlington By-Pass and Relief Roads

	O13-18

O13-19

O13-20

O13-21

O13-22

O13-23

O13-24

O13-25

O13-26

O13-27

O13-28

O13-29

O13-30

O13-31

O13-32

O13-33

O13-34
	R357

R400

R401 (Clonbulloge to Edenderry)

R419 (Portarlington to Rathangan)

R442 (Bracknagh to Clonbulloge)

R402

R420

R420

R421

R436

          R437

R439

R440

R440

R444

R251

R490

R491
	To secure the provision and undertake upgrades of regional roads in the county as listed in the following objectives: 

· Blueball to Cloghan and Cloghan to Shannonbridge Road.

· Rochfortbridge to Portarlington Road.

· Portarlington to Edenderry Road.

· Ballinagar to Daingean to Edenderry Road.

· Tullamore to Daingean Road.

· Cloneygowan to Portarlington Road.

· Tullamore to Roscrea via Kinnitty Road.

· Ferbane to Ballycumber, Ballycumber to Clara and Clara to Kilbeggan Road.

· Kilcormac to Ferbane Road.

· Birr to Banagher Road.

· Birr to Kinnitty Road.

· Clonmacnoise to Shannonbridge Road.

· Clonmacnoise to Doon to County Boundary

· Cadamstown to Birr Road.

· Moneygall to Cloughjordan

· Shinrone to Roscrea and Shinrone to Cloughjordan

	O13-35
	R420
	To provide a bypass for Cloneygowan and to protect from development any reservation bands / corridors so as to avoid compromising the construction of the road.

	O13-36
	R420
	To secure the provision of providing a bypass for Geashill and, should the decision be made to do so, protect from development any reservation bands / corridors so as to avoid compromising the construction of the road.

	O13-37
	R420
	To co-operate with Laois County Council to provide the following:

(1) Relief Road from the Tullamore Road to Botley Lane.

(2) Portarlington LUTS Inner Relief Road

(3) Long Term bypass to the south

	013-38
	
	Upgrade/Widen Spollanstown Bridge


O13-39
It is an objective of the Council to provide effective linkages between the county and National roads.
O13-40
It is an objective of the Council to facilitate the continued improvement and upgrading of all roads, should their status be regraded, under the national roads programme and / or the Council’s road programme.  

O13-41 It is an objective of the Council to improve and maintain county roads.
O13-42
It is an objective of the Council, in co-operation with the National Roads Authority and other relevant stakeholders, to ensure that an interchange strategy is in place in order to assess the implications of development on the operation and performance of relevant interchanges.
O13-43 It is an objective of the Council to safeguard all existing rail infrastructure and encourage the re-opening of rail stations, and to preserve disused stations / halts and track appropriate to future strategic county public transport needs. 
O13-44
It is an objective of the Council to improve bad bends and junctions with a high accident rating as the opportunity presents itself or as development need requires. In general, the decision regarding which road section to improve first will be guided by the following considerations:
· The need to provide strategic links to National Road access

· The elimination of traffic hazards

· The development of industry, agriculture, forestry, housing and commercial development wherever such development will be of substantial social or economic benefit to the county. 

· The need to provide for essential communications at an acceptable social and economic cost.
O13-45
It is an objective of the Council to improve and upgrade bridges in the county including the following:

· R419 (Cushina)

· R400 (Rhode)

· R420 (Derrykillane, Cloneygowan)

· R420 (Cloneygowan Bridge)

· Pullough Bridge

· N80 (Charlestown Bridge Clara)

· R421 (Clonfosse, Kinnitty)

· R401 (Kilcumber Edenderry)

· R439 (Anglers Rest, Clonrah Banagher)

· Rahan Bridge

O13-46
It is an objective of the Council to co-operate with Kildare County Council regarding improvement, upgrading and maintenance of the Edenderry / Enfield Road.

O13-47
To reserve land for future relief roads adjacent to the following towns and villages:

· Tullamore

· Birr

· Clara

· Ferbane

· Portarlington

· Moneygall

· Cloghan

· Killeigh

· Geashill

· Cloneygowan

· Ballinagar

· Edenderry

· Kilcormac
O13-48
It is an objective of the Council to support the location of an airport in the county and / or within the Midlands Region.
O13-49
The Council will examine sections of the R420 Tullamore to Portarlington Road for possible increase in speed limits (to 100kph) subject to safety and planning considerations and accident records.
� The number of member countries in the European Union prior to the accession of ten candidate countries on 1 May 2004. The EU15 comprises the following 15 countries: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, and United Kingdom.


� The order of listing of objectives is not intended to indicate priorities. Subject to the availability of resources, it is the Council’s aim to monitor and accomplish the objectives listed in this section within the period of the plan.
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		Registration						Cat A1		Cat A2		Cat A3		Car Total		Cat B		Cat C		Cat D		Cat M		Veh Totals		All Vehicles

		Offaly

		2003		New				1092		690		295		2077		36		570		6		52		664		2741

				Used				35		60		72		167		21		332		11		66		430		597

		2004		New				1048		872		341		2261		40		590		10		36		676		2937

				Used				73		88		127		288		23		368		5		82		478		766

		2005		New				1019		791		388		2198		63		794		6		38		901		3099

				Used				153		225		173		551		48		547		7		96		698		1249

		2006		New				1092		984		471		2547		90		1067		3		26		1186		3733

				Used				162		376		241		779		50		706		2		97		855		1634

		2007(Sep)		New				1136		1029		427		2592		86		775		1		28		890		3482

				Used				119		322		242		683		45		516		0		109		670		1353

		2003 new		2077						2003 new		2077		2003 used		167

		2003 used		167						2004 new		2261		2004 used		288

		2004 new		2261						2005 new		2198		2005 used		551

		2004 used		288						2006 new		2547		2006 used		779

		2005 new		2198						2007 new to date		2952		2007 used to date		683

		2005 used		551

		2006 new		2547

		2006 used		779

		2007 new to date		2952

		2007 used to date		683

												new		used

										2003		2077		167

										2004		2261		288

										2005		2198		551

										2006		2547		779

										2007 
(@ SEPTEMBER '07)		2952		683

				2003 new		2077		2003 used		167						new		used

				2004 new		2261		2004 used		288				2003		2077		167

				2005 new		2198		2005 used		551				2004		2261		288

				2006 new		2547		2006 used		779				2005		2198		551

				2007 new		2659		2007 used to date		862				2006		2547		779

				2008 new		2283		2008 used		825				2007		2659		862

				2009 new to date		248		2009 used to date		82				2008		2283		825

														2009 (@ January '09)		248		82
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