MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF BIRR TOWN COUNCIL IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC OFFICES, BIRR ON MONDAY 12th APRIL  2010 AT 6.00 PM.

========================================================

	CATHAOIRLEACH:
	Cllr. T. McLoughlin


	MEMBERS PRESENT:

APOLOGIES
	Cllrs. J. Carroll,  D. Sheils,   B. Fanneran,  M. Campbell, D. Tierney, N. Russell & B. Whelahan
Cllr. M. Loughnane

	IN ATTENDANCE


	Messrs. F. Heslin, Director of Services &  Ms. M. Gaughran, Town Clerk.


In response to questions from the members the Town Clerk advised the members that the “work to rule” is still underway in the Local Authority sector & the general public service.   The members expressed their frustration at this & agreed to consider changing the time of the meeting to facilitate the attendance of the Town Engineer.   This matter will be discussed in committee after the monthly meeting.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 8th MARCH 2010 

On the proposal of Cllr. J. Carroll,  seconded by Cllr. N. Russell,  it was unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the Monthly  Meeting held on 8th March 2010, be signed by the Cathaoirleach as a true record of the business transacted at that Meeting.

PROGRESS REPORT ON ROADWORKS PROGRAMME 2010:

Ms M. Gaughran, Town Clerk, circulated progress report on the roadworks programme & confirmed that works at Castle St/Spinners corner & Pound St have been completed.   She further advised that OCC have confirmed that works will commence shortly on the TESCO roundabout.
The members expressed their concerns in relation to the following matters:
· condition of road at Seffin

· recent removal of signs in the town

· signage required at new roundabout on Eden Road

· poor visibility at Eden Road roundabout

· barrier not yet provided at Riverside Walk

· number of potholes around town, particularly at entrance to the Castle
· indiscriminate dumping & litter

· need to provide traffic calming measures from Bulfin Park to the roundabout

· possibility of banning trucks & heavy vehicles from traversing Rock Lane

· road markings required at Wilmer Road roundabout & bottom of Main St
· need to provide litter bins from Oxmanton Mall to the Community school

· placing of objects on footpaths by traders causing difficulties for persons with disabilities

· increasing number of derelict buildings in the town

· need to provide signage for the Civic Offices

· need to carry out works at Flanagan’s bridge (High St)

· loose paving on Main St causing persons to trip & fall

· drainage pipes on the streets cracking.

As the Council have now carried out improvement works at Castle St/Spinners corner, the members requested that Lord Rosse be contacted & asked to carry out improvement works to the railings at this location.

The Town Clerk advised the members that an allocation of €655,000 has been received for the provision of social housing & it is intended to use these monies to acquire units for persons with specific needs for whom standard housing is not suitable.

RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER LOCAL AUTHORITIES:

The following motions were noted & agreed:

South Tipperary County Council:

“That this Council requests the Minister for Health & Children, Mary Harney, T.D. to reverse the H.S.E.’s decision to centralize all medical card processing to the PCRS offices in Dublin.”
Balbriggan Town  Council:

“That this Council calls on the Minister for Education not to cut back on the number of Special Needs Assistants in our schools.”
CORRESPONDENCE
There was no correspondence for consideration.
CONFERENCES:

Cllr. D. Sheils advised that he had attended the recent LAMA conference & provided a copy of the programme of events for same.
Cllr. M. Campbell proposed a vote of sympathy to the local Polish community on the recent tragic accident which resulted in the deaths of 97 persons including the Polish president & many other government & cultural leaders.   
The Meeting then concluded.

SIGNED_______________________________________

                                                      CATHAOIRLEACH

                                         Dated this    th May,  2010
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