MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF BIRR TOWN COUNCIL IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC OFFICES, BIRR ON MONDAY 8th FEBRUARY  2010 AT 6.00 PM.

========================================================

	CATHAOIRLEACH:
	Cllr. T. McLoughlin


	MEMBERS PRESENT:

APOLOGIES
	Cllrs. J. Carroll,  D. Sheils,   M. Loughnane,  M. Campbell, B. Fanneran, N. Russell & B. Whelahan
Cllr. D. Tierney

	IN ATTENDANCE


	Messrs. F. Heslin, Director of Services & W. Ryan, Town Engineer &  Ms. M. Gaughran, Town Clerk.




ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING OF BTC & BIRR AREA COMMITTEE HELD ON 11TH JANUARY 2010 

On the proposal of Cllr. J. Carroll, seconded by Cllr. M. Campbell it was unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the Special Meeting held with the Area members of Offaly County Council on 11th January 2010, to consider the Draft Development Plan for Birr & Environs 2010 – 2016,  be signed by the Cathaoirleach as a true record of the business transacted at that Meeting.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 11th JANUARY 2010 

On the proposal of Cllr. B. Whelahan,  seconded by Cllr. N. Russell it was unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the Monthly  Meeting held on 11th  January 2010, be signed by the Cathaoirleach as a true record of the business transacted at that Meeting.

MATTERS ARISING:

The Town Clerk confirmed that the Development Plan for Birr & Environs 2010 – 2016 would come into force on Monday 15th February, 2010. 

ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT (AFS) 2008:

Ms M. Gaughran, Town Clerk, advised the members that the AFS for 2007 had been compiled & summarized the contents therein.

Expenditure of €3,439,848 exceeded income of €3,432,841 for the year 2008 by €7,007.    After net transfers to reserves of €50,759, there was an overall deficit for the year of €57,766 resulting in a closing debit balance at 31st December 2007 of €135,317.   The overall deficit for the year was the result of expenditure in excess of estimates of €414,625 (including Transfers to Reserves) & income in excess of estimates of €356,859.    The members attention was also drawn to the Balance Sheet which details the make up of the Town Council’s net assets of €45,677,482 as well as the details of the Reserve Accounts that financed the net assets & to the Capital Statement contained within the AFS.

The members noted the content of the AFS &  complimented staff involved in tightly managing the finances of the Council.

The Town Clerk referred to the 2008 AFS  &  advised of over/under expenditure as detailed hereunder.   She confirmed that overexpenditure was incurred due to increased demand for & cost of services.   However, prudent financial management had ensured that income was also significantly higher than provided for in the Estimates adopted for the year

	BTC Over/Under Expenditure 2008 - extract from 2008 AFS
	
	

	
	
	
	

	 
	2008 Expenditure 
	2008 Income 
	2008

	 
	(Over)/Under Estimates €
	Over/(Under)Estimates €
	Net position €

	Housing & Building
	(15,129)
	170,763
	155,634

	Road Transportation & Safety
	(34,641)
	47,362
	12,721

	Water Services
	20,384
	(170,751)
	(150,368)

	Development Management
	(39,224)
	42,507
	3,282

	Environmental Services
	(75,144)
	14,565
	(60,579)

	Recreation & Amenity
	(11,685)
	19,314
	7,629

	Ag/Ed/Health & Welfare
	(146)
	(78)
	(224)

	Miscellaneous
	(250,281)
	88,935
	(161,346

	Total Programme Groups
	(405,866)
	212,616
	(193,250)

	Local Govt Fund - GPG
	-
	(18,021)
	(18,021)

	Rates
	-
	162,264
	162,264

	County Charge
	-
	-
	-

	Transfers from/(to) Reserves
	(8,759)
	-
	(8,759)

	Dr/Cr Balance
	 
	
	

	(Deficit)Surplus for year 2008
	 (414,625)
	 356,859
	(57,766)


On the proposal of Cllr M. Campbell, seconded by Cllr. M. Loughnane, the members approved the overexpenditure incurred in 2008.
SKATEPARK
The Town Clerk confirmed that in accordance with Section 179 (3) of the Planning 7 Development Act, 2000 the Council had advertised its intention to carry out the following works at Drumbane, Birr

· construction of skatepark, boundary fence & associated site works.

In accordance with the legislation documents relating to the proposal were available for public inspection for a period of 4 weeks from 18th November, 2009.   Notices were published for the right of members of the public to make written submissions regarding the proposed works within the statutory period.   A petition was received from the residents of Drumbane rejecting the said proposal.

The proposed works conform with the objectives of the Birr Town & Environs Development Plan.   In accordance with the DOE Appropriate Assessmnent Guidelines 2009 the proposal has been screened 7 there are unlikely to be any significant impacts on Natura 2000 sites.

The Town Clerk recommended that the Part VIII be approved & the works carried out.    On the proposal of Cllr. M. Campbell, seconded by Cllr. M. Loughnane, the members unanimously agreed to the carry out of these works.
PROGRESS REPORTS ON COUNCIL SCHEMES & PROGRESS:

Town Engineer, Mr. W. Ryan, presented the members with a Draft Roadworks Programme for consideration in advance of the March meeting at which stage he expects the 2010 allocations to have been notified.  The Programme was based on 130% of the funding initially granted in 2009.   The Draft Programme circulated prioritises the works to be carried out subject to the requisite funding being made available.   The members were also advised that the DOEH&LG had advised that up to 25% of the 2009 allocation could be applied to repair of road damaged during the adverse weather experienced over the winter.
The members welcomed the draft proposals & advised that works postponed in 2008 & 2009 be prioritized for the current year.

The members expressed concern in relation to the following matters:

· condition of road from new roundabout on Eden Road to Banagher Road & back to Model School

· missing light at Pound St

· subsidence at Seffin

· need to improve back lanes in residential areas.

They stated the importance of Progressing the Public Realm Project & were advised that the Heritage Officer, Ms A. Pedlow, would be in attendance at the March meeting to discuss this matter.

The Town Clerk advised that provisional allocation of €655,000 has been provided in respect of the Housing Programme.   She also advised that a bequest of 10,000 Canadian Dollars has been made to Birr TC by a former native of the town & that it was requested that the monies be used to decorate the Brosna river bank.
The members expressed their thanks to the Town Foreman & his staff on the excellent work carried out by them, particularly during the recent adverse weather & expressed their congratulations on the excellent work recently carried out in the Town Park.

The Chairman, Cllr. McLoughlin, advised the members that he would be attending the forthcoming Irish Planning Awards presentation on behalf of the Council.
RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER LOCAL AUTHORITIES:

The following motions were noted as read:

Monaghan Town Council:

“In light of the continuing decrease in monthly residential rents in the private sector, that this Council write to Minister John Gormley, Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government, seeking similar decreases to rents imposed by local authorities to their tenants & that the reduction in revenue to the Council be subvented through through the Local Government Fund to each Council”.
Castlebar Town  Council:

“that this Council requests that the Minister for Health introduce a 24 hour 7 day social work service nationwide as soon as possible in line with the recommendations of the Committee of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.”

Tralee Town  Council:

“That the members of this Council call on the government to indict for the act of treason the politicians & bankers who were grossly irresponsible for the undermining of the economy over the past ten years”.
CONFERENCES

The conferences as circulated were noted.   

It was agreed that Cllr. Sheils would attend the forthcoming LAMA Conference on 9th & 10th April next.

CORRESPONDENCE/OTHER MATTERS:

There was no correspondence..   

The Meeting then concluded.

SIGNED_______________________________________

                                                      CATHAOIRLEACH

                                         Dated this    th March 2010
5
4

