MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF BIRR TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN CIVIC OFFICES, BIRR ON MONDAY 11th JANUARY, 2010.
========================================================

	CATHAOIRLEACH:
	Cllr. T. McLoughlin


	MEMBERS PRESENT:


	Cllrs. J. Carroll;  D. Sheils,  B. Fanneran,  M. Loughnane,  N. Russell, D. Tierney, B. Whelehan  & M. Campbell.

	IN ATTENDANCE


	Mr Pat Gallagher, County Manager, Mr Michael Roche, Director of Services, Mr Andrew Murray, Ms Alma Walsh, Mr Eoghan Lynch, Ms Deirdre Molloy


ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 14th DECEMBER, 2009
On the proposal of Cllr. B Fanneran, seconded by Cllr. B Whelahan it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of monthly meeting held on 14th December, 2009 be signed by the Cathaoirleach as a true record of the business transacted at the meeting.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF STATUTORY BUDGET MEETING HELD ON 22ND DECEMBER, 2009

On the proposal of Cllr. J Carroll, seconded by Cllr. D Sheils it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of statutory budget meeting held on 22nd December, 2009 be signed by the Cathaoirleach as a true record of the business transacted at the meeting.

ADOPTION OF BIRR TOWN AND ENVIRONS DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2010-2015
The County Manager advised the Members that they were now at the final stage of the process of the Review of the Birr Town and Environs Development Plan 2004-2010.  He stated that the final proposed amendments to the Plan had been put on display and that 8 submissions had been received in relation to same.  He advised that his recommendations on same had been circulated to the Members in the Managers Report on the 22nd December, 2009 and that these had now been considered and decided upon in the Meeting held before the Monthly Meeting, and hoped that the Plan would now be adopted and that we could move forward with the completion of the Birr Town and Environs Development Plan 2010-2015.  
Alma Walsh read the following motion :  “To adopt the Birr Town and Environs Development Plan 2010-2016 (including the Record of Protected Structures for Birr Town Council Functional Area) as placed on public display in March 2009 (and) as amended in October 2009 and as further amended by virtue of the Manager’s Report considered at today’s meeting, 11th January 2010’”  and on the proposal of Cllr M Loughnane and seconded by Cllr B Fanneran it was agreed to adopt same.  The Members were then advised that the Plan would go before the next Meeting of Offaly County Council for adoption by the Members of the County Council.
AMENDMENT TO STANDING ORDERS.

Mr Michael Roche, Director of Services advised the Member that is was hoped to make an amendment to the Standing Orders that would allow meetings to commence at 4.00 p.m. in order to accommodate staff that were obliged to attend these meetings.  The Members felt that they could not facilitate this time slot as it would deter people that were working from running for the Council and would also limit the public from attending Council Meetings if they so wished.

Following a proposal to schedule the Meetings for 5.00 p.m. in the future it was finally agreed on the proposal of Cllr M Loughnane and seconded by Cllr D Sheils  to amend the Standing Orders to state that the Monthly Meetings of the Council would commence at 6.00 p.m. with no necessity to hold a meeting in Committee each month, and that should the need arise for a Meeting in Committee it would be held after the Monthly Meeting.  
PROGRESS REPORT ON COUNCIL SCHEMES IN PROGRESS
The Director of Service Mr Michael Roche gave the apologies of the Town Engineer Mr Willie Ryan and stated that the programme of works for the year would be advised at the February meeting.  The Members paid tribute to the Town Engineer, Town Foreman and all the staff on the excellent work that was carried out during the recent cold spell.  
CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence.
CONFERENCES
There were no conferences for discussion..
OTHER MATTERS

The Cathaoirleach advised the Members that this would be the last meeting attended by Mr Michael Roche, Director of Services prior to his imminent retirement from Offaly County Council.  The Cathaoirleach and Members paid tribute to the sterling work that had been carried out by Mr Roche while he was Town Manager in Birr and stated that he would be missed and would be very hard to be replaced.  They wished him and his family well for the future,
The County Manager gave a brief overview of the time spent in Offaly County Council by Mr Roche and the work that was carried out during that time and he reiterated the wishes of the Members.  Mr Roche thanked the Members for their kind words and good wishes, and thanked all the former and current staff for the work they had carried out during his time in Birr.
There being no further business to discuss the Cathaoirleach declared the meeting closed.

SIGNED_______________________________________

                                                      CATHAOIRLEACH

                                         Dated this      January, 2010
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