MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF BIRR TOWN COUNCIL IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC OFFICES, BIRR ON MONDAY 13th JULY  2009 AT 7.00 PM.

========================================================

	CATHAOIRLEACH:
	Cllr. T. McLoughlin


	MEMBERS PRESENT:

APOLOGIES
	Cllrs. J. Carroll;  D. Sheils,  B. Fanneran,  M. Loughnane,  N. Russell, D. Tierney & B. Whelahan.
Cllr. M. Campbell

	IN ATTENDANCE

APOLOGIES
	Mr. W. Ryan, Town Engineer & Ms.  M. Gaughran, Town Clerk.
Mr. M. Roche, Director of Services


ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON 15th JUNE 2009 

On the proposal of Cllr. D. Sheils,  seconded by Cllr. N. Russell,  it was unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the  Annual Meeting held on 15th June, 2009, be signed by the Cathaoirleach as a true record of the business transacted at that Meeting.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 15th JUNE 2009 

On the proposal of Cllr. J. Carroll,  seconded by Cllr. B. Whelahan,  it was unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the  Meeting held on 15th June, 2009, be signed by the Cathaoirleach as a true record of the business transacted at that Meeting.
REDUCTION IN 2009 LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND

The Town Clerk advised the members that notification had been received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government that the Local Government Fund Grant to Birr Town Council for 2009 is being reduced by €27,169 to €817,077.    This follows a reduction of €100k in Road Grants allocated for the current year & will place severe pressure on the Council’s finances.

The members expressed their concern about this further reduction & the lack of control which local authorities have over funding for services. 
PROGRESS REPORT ON COUNCIL SCHEMES IN PROGRESS
Town Engineer, Mr W. Ryan, reported on progress on the 2009 Programme of Works & answered questions thereon.
The members raised the following matters of concern:

· the need to ensure, if possible, the completion of  works at Oxmanston Mall during the school summer holidays
· need to provide wheelchair accessibility on Moorpark St
· poor condition of footpaths at Drumbane

· traffic calming solution implemented at High St
· request for removal of lights at Emmet St
· water lodging at manhole at Poulnaganive
· signs erected should be bi-lingual
· accessibility to local authority dwellings, suggest ramping at OPD’s where necessary
· need to provide simplified solutions for traffic at junctions
· traffic calming at Military Rd & Seffin
· noise & nuisance created by boy-racers throughout the town
· danger posed by cyclists using footpaths.

Cllr. Loughnane advised that he & the Chairperson, Cllr. McLoughlin, had attended the National Day of Commemoration held in Kilmainham on Sunday 12th July where they met with members of the Leinster Regiment & representatives from Ledgemen in Belgium.    He advised that they had been invited to visit Ledgemen in October to promote the links begun with the previous Chairperson & that if funding is not available for this that they would consider attending at their own expense.    The Town Clerk confirmed that while some funding is available for twinning purposes, it would not appear to cover the type of activities & linkages proposed.   It was agreed that the group in Ledgemen should investigate the availability of funding to them. 

RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER LOCAL AUTHORITIES:

The following motions were agreed:

Macroom Town Council:

“That royalties should be reintroduced on oil & gas production in order to guarantee state revenue from the exploitation of our natural resources”.
Passage West Town Council:

“That this Council request all Town Councils in Ireland to instruct their IPB delegate to vote only for sitting Councillors for directorships in IPB, & that you inform this Town Council of the outcome of your consideration of this motion”.
CONFERENCES
It was unanimously agreed that Cllrs Campbell & Russell attend the forthcoming AMAI Conference in Killarney from 10th – 12th September, 2009
There being no further business to discuss the Cathaoirleach declared the meeting closed.

SIGNED_______________________________________

                                                      CATHAOIRLEACH

                                         Dated this     September,  2009
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