MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF BIRR TOWN COUNCIL IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC OFFICES, BIRR ON MONDAY 8th MARCH  2010 AT 6.00 PM.

========================================================

	CATHAOIRLEACH:
	Cllr. T. McLoughlin


	MEMBERS PRESENT:

APOLOGIES
	Cllrs. J. Carroll,  D. Sheils,   M. Loughnane,  M. Campbell, D. Tierney, N. Russell & B. Whelahan
Cllr. B. Fanneran

	IN ATTENDANCE


	Messrs. F. Heslin, Director of Services &  Ms. M. Gaughran, Town Clerk.




The Cathaoirleach & members expressed their condolences to Cllr. Campbell & his family on the recent death of their mother, Mrs Sadie Campbell, who was a member of the Council for many years  & a minutes silence was held in her memory.   Cllr. Campbell expressed his thanks to the members & staff for their condolences & support during this difficult time.
Mr. F. Heslin, DOS, advised the members that due to industrial action underway by the public service unions the Town Engineer is precluded from attending out of hours Council meetings.  He advised that he is also covered by this instruction but would be available, at the behest of the members, to attend.   The members requested that he be in attendance at the meeting & expressed their disappointment at the actions being carried out by the unions & their non-cooperation with elected members & politicians.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 8th JANUARY 2010 

On the proposal of Cllr. M. Campbell,  seconded by Cllr. M. Loughnane,  it was unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the Monthly  Meeting held on 8th February 2010, be signed by the Cathaoirleach as a true record of the business transacted at that Meeting.

DRAFT REGIONAL PLANNING GUIDELINES 2010 - 2022:

The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. McLoughlin, welcomed Mr Martin Daly, Director & Ms Paula Kenny, RPG Officer, from the Midland Regional Authority & invited them to make a presentation on the Draft Guidelines which cover the period 2010 – 2022.
Mr Daly advised the members that the Planning & Development Bill, if adopted, will require Development Plans to be consistent with the RPG’s & will require Development Plans to be formulated on the basis of an evidentiary based core strategy.    Mr Daly & Ms Kenny then made a presentation on the Draft RPG’s the aim of which is to:

· provide a strategic planning framework for the future physical, economic & social development of the Midland Region

· review the RPG’s 2004 – 2016.

The Draft Guidelines are on public display for a 10 week period from 18th February to 28th April, 2010 & submissions are invited from all interested parties.    A report on all submissions received will be compiled & presented to the elected members & it is anticipated that the revised guidelines will be adopted in July 2010.

The guidelines include population predictions & housing demand for the region & sets out key objectives on development, transport, environment & tourism.   It emphasizes the importance of tourism & the potential of the Sliabh Blooms, Clonmacnoise, Birr, the peatlands & other attractions to generate & increase tourism to the region.   It also recognizes the importance of regional flood risk appraisal (RFRA) & the prioritization of towns & areas at risk of flooding.
The members welcomed the presentation & Cllr McLoughlin stated the importance of preparing a holistic plan for the peatlands.    Cllr Carroll questioned the relevance of the MRA which has no means to implement identified actions & stated his opposition to the subservience of Development Plans to the RPG’s.

In conclusion, Mr Daly, re-iterated the right of the members & all interested parties or bodies to make submissions on the guidelines & thanked the members for their time & attention.

2010 DRAFT ROADWORKS PROGRAMME:

Ms M. Gaughran, Town Clerk, advised the members that an allocation of €195,000 has been received by BTC for the current year (i.e. an increase of €18,000 on grants received in 2009).   She advised that it is proposed to apply €108,000 for general road maintenance works & €87,000 to specific projects.   The Town Engineer, Mr W. Ryan, presented a draft programme of works to the members in February & on receipt of notification of grants he recommends the carrying out of the following works:
	Road Name
	Description of Works 
	Allocation

	Oxmanton Mall
	Repair wall, improve visibility, repair path/rebuild unstable wall
	€17,000

	Castle St
	Repair road at Spinner’s corner & replace lining
	€  6,000

	Whiteford Cross
	Resurface & reline junction
	€  8,000

	Wilmer Rd Carpark
	Drainage, resurface & reline link road between Mill St & Wilmer Road
	€45,000

	Pound St
	Resurface, reconstruct poor sections of road & traffic calming Pound St – Phase 1
	€11,000

	
	Total
	€87,000


The allocation notified does not, unfortunately, provide sufficient funding to carry out repairs to footpaths (estimated cost €11,000) which the Town Engineer had included in his original draft roadworks programme.
The members welcomed the slight increase in funding received for 2010 but regretted that funds are not available to carry out badly needed repairs to footpaths.   After some discussion the members resolved, on the proposal of Cllr Loughnane & seconded by Cllr Russell, to approve the revised programme of works as presented but requested that if any savings are made these funds be allocated to carrying out repair works to footpaths.
The members expressed their concern over the delay in carrying out improvement works to Drumbane & requested that plans be prepared outlining proposals for this area which should include the provision of cul-de-sac at front of the dwellings & enhancement works to the rear of same.

The members stated the importance of progressing the Public Realm Plan & sought an early presentation on same.

Cllr Campbell advised that illegal dumping is being carried out at the rear of Drumbane & on Coillte lands on the Birr/Rath Road & requested action be taken in relation to these matters. 

RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER LOCAL AUTHORITIES:

The following motion was noted & agreed:

Tipperary Town Council:

“That this Council calls on Transport Minister Noel Dempsey & Environment Minister John Gormley to reverse their decision not to provide emergency funding to repair roads damaged by the recent bad weather”.
The following motion was noted & marked as  read:
Carrick on Suir Town  Council:

“that this Council calls on the Minster for Justice to introduce, as a matter of urgency, legislation to regulate the “Head Shop” industry in Ireland & to make provision to control all products being sold by these outlets”.
CONFERENCES

On the proposal of Cllr Tierney & seconded by Cllr Campbell, it was agreed that Cllr Loughnane attend the forthcoming conference on Town Twinning.
CORRESPONDENCE/OTHER MATTERS:

The Town Clerk drew the members attention to the recent circular which issued to them setting limits for expenses on conferences & seminars.

The members were also advised of the requirement to submit their annual declarations as required under Ethics legislation & regulations.   

The Meeting then concluded.

SIGNED_______________________________________

                                                      CATHAOIRLEACH

                                         Dated this    th April 2010
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