MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF BIRR TOWN COUNCIL IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC OFFICES, BIRR ON MONDAY 10th MAY  2010 AT 4.00 PM.

========================================================

	CATHAOIRLEACH:
	Cllr. T. McLoughlin


	MEMBERS PRESENT:

APOLOGIES
	Cllrs. J. Carroll,  D. Sheils,   B. Fanneran,  M. Campbell, D. Tierney, N. Russell & M. Loughnane.
Cllr. B. Whelahan


	IN ATTENDANCE


	Messrs. F. Heslin, Director of Services & W. Ryan, Town Engineer &  Ms. M. Gaughran, Town Clerk.




ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 12th APRIL 2010 

On the proposal of Cllr. M. Campbell, seconded by Cllr. D. Sheils,  it was unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the Monthly  Meeting held on 12th April 2010, be signed by the Cathaoirleach as a true record of the business transacted at that Meeting.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MEETING HELD IN COMMITTEE ON 12th APRIL 2010 

On the proposal of Cllr. M. Campbell, seconded by Cllr. D.Sheils,  it was unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the Meeting held in committee on 12th April 2010, be signed by the Cathaoirleach as a true record of the business transacted at that Meeting.

PROGRESS REPORT ON COUNCIL SCHEMES:

Mr. W. Ryan, Town Engineer, circulated progress report on the roadworks programme & confirmed that works at Castle St/Spinners corner, Pound St & Wilmer Road car park have been completed.  Works at Wilmer Road car park have resulted in the provision of an additional 31 car parking spaces.  It is intended that works at Oxmanstown Mall would commence in May/June 2010 & that works proposed for Whiteford Cross junction are currently at design stage.    He confirmed that works on national roads are funded by the NRA through OCC & works are prioritized on a countywide basis, works at Seffin would be facilitated through this process.   Mr Ryan further advised that there have been delays which have prevented the commencement of  works on the TESCO roundabout but all issues have now been resolved & the works are to commence shortly.
Town Clerk, Ms M. Gaughran, advised the members that future social housing is to be delivered through the Social Housing Leasing Initiative & the Rental Accommodation Scheme & that no further construction or acquisition programmes are envisaged.

The members expressed their concerns in relation to the following matters:
· Wilmer Road roundabout
· derelict property/site at Wilmer Road
· lack of signage at Bridge St
· need for set down area to be provided at the Community School
· Cherry Tree junction

· gap in railings at Playground

· lack of appropriate fencing at Scurragh

· need to highlight value of Civic Amenity Site at Syngefield

· Castle St

· N62 Birr/Cloghan

· Need to provide yellow junction box at entrance to Camcor Park apartments

· extension of speed limit signs in a number of areas

· footpath at Syngefield

· double yellow lines required at corner of Oxmanston school

· need to repair numbering signs at Scurragh

· bridge at Bridge St

· need to provide nameplate for Bengal Lodge

· need to remove pedestrian crossing at Emmet St

· Castle St.

STATUTORY AUDIT REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF BTC FOR YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER, 2008
Town Clerk, Ms M. Gaughran, drew the attention of the members to the contents of the Auditor’s report on the financial year ended 31st December, 2008 which had been circulated in advance of the meeting.   The members noted the comments therein but expressed concern about the delay in providing the 2009 AFS for consideration.
DRAFT SCHEME OF LETTING PRIORITIES 2010

The Draft Scheme had been circulated in advance of the meeting & included changes agreed by OLA’S Housing, Social & Cultural SPC.   The Town Clerk advised that Section 22 of the Housing Act requires the local authority to determine eligibility for social housing supports by way of its “allocations scheme” & to determine the order of priority to be accorded in the allocation of dwellings provided under the Housing Acts 1966 – 2009 or Part V of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 or provided under a contract or a lease between the housing authority & the owner concerned, including rental accommodation availability agreements & dwellings owned & provided by approved housing bodies.
The purpose of the Scheme of Letting Priorities is to provide a means for determining the order of priority to be accorded in the letting of accommodation to persons whose need for accommodation has already been established.

Amendments & additional criteria have been made to sections 7 (Housing applications from former tenants), 11 (Temporary Tenancies/Licences), 13 (Succession/Transfer of Tenancy), 14 (Surrender/Abandonment of Local Authority & Voluntary Housing Dwellings), 15 (Refusal of Housing Offer ) & 16 (Transfers).

New sections have also been included to provide guidance in relation to Applicants who have had homes repossessed, Applicants residing in a Mobile Home, Offers of Accommodation to persons resident outside the area & applicants evicted from Rental Accommodation Scheme & property ownership.

The draft scheme, as presented, was proposed by Cllr. Loughnane, seconded by Cllr. Sheils & agreed by the members.

DRAFT DIFFERENTIAL RENT SCHEME 2010:

The Draft Scheme had been circulated in advance of the meeting & the members were advised that the changes contained therein were mainly textual, minimum rents have not been adjusted nor have the calculation of rents been changed.   The Scheme is made in accordance with S31(5) of the Housing Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 to replace all existing Rent Scheme with immediate effect.   The Scheme will be subject to an annual review.   On the proposal of Cllr. Campbell, seconded by Cllr. Fanneran, the members adopted the differential rent scheme as presented.
NOTICES OF MOTION:

(1)Submitted by Cllr Whelahan:

“That this Council calls on the Government & Minister for Finance to give a firm commitment that any further Capital Investment, i.e. “Bailout” by Government to the Banks will stipulate that a portion of the monies will be set aside for Business & Home Buyers”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Campbell, seconded by Cllr. Loughnane & agreed by the members.

(2)Submitted by Cllr Carroll:
“That this Council proceed immediately with the erection of a security fence between our housing estate in Scurragh & the land leading to the rear of the workhouse.   It is important that this work be carried out in the interest of health & safety without delay”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Carroll, seconded by Cllr. Fanneran & agreed by the members.   The Town Clerk advised that such works have been estimated at a cost of approx. €30,000 & unfortunately there is no budget provided for such works in the current year.   D.O.S. Mr F. Heslin agreed that the DOEH&LG would be contacted with a view to clarifying if they would be in a position to fund these works.
RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER LOCAL AUTHORITIES:

The following motions were noted & marked as read:

Mullingar Town Council:

“That this Council calls on the Minister for Family & Social Protection, Eamon O’Cuiv, T.D. to amend the eligibility criteria for the Mortgage Interest Supplement Scheme (M.I.S) having regard to the existing anomalies contained in this Scheme”.
Donegal County  Council:

“That this Council calls on the Government not to introduce V.A.T. charges on Council services until January 1st, 2011”.
“Recognising that the recent decision to ban certain substances sold in “Head Shops” is welcome this Council calls on the Government to bring legislation to ban all “Head Shops” and the sale of psychoactive drugs associated with them”.
CORRESPONDENCE
The correspondence was noted.
CONFERENCES:

On the proposal of Cllr. Loughnane, seconded by Cllr. Campbell, it was agreed that Cllr. Russell attend conference on “The Integration of Joint Policing Committees into the existing local authority structures” to be held in Rosscarberry, Co Cork from 21st – 23rd May, 2010.
The members agreed that unless the public service work to rule has ceased by that date that the June meeting commence at 3.30pm.
The Meeting then concluded.

SIGNED_______________________________________

                                                      CATHAOIRLEACH

                                         Dated this    th June,  2010
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