MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF BIRR TOWN COUNCIL IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC OFFICES, BIRR ON MONDAY 12th OCTOBER,  2009 AT 7.00 PM.

========================================================

	CATHAOIRLEACH:
	Cllr. T. McLoughlin


	MEMBERS PRESENT:


	Cllrs. J. Carroll;  D. Sheils,  B. Fanneran,  M. Loughnane,  N. Russell, D. Tierney, B. Whelehan  & M. Campbell.


	IN ATTENDANCE


	Messrs. M. Roche, Director of Services, &  W. Ryan, Town Engineer & Ms.  M. Gaughran, Town Clerk.



ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 14th SEPTEMBER,  2009 

On the proposal of Cllr. J. Carroll,  seconded by Cllr. D. Sheils,  it was unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the  Meeting held on 14th September, 2009, be signed by the Cathaoirleach as a true record of the business transacted at that Meeting.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING HELD ON 3rd SEPTEMBER,  2009 

On the proposal of Cllr. J. Carroll,  seconded by Cllr. D. Sheils,  it was unanimously agreed that the Minutes of Special Meeting held on 3rd September, 2009, be signed by the Cathaoirleach as a true record of the business transacted at that Meeting.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING HELD ON 16th SEPTEMBER,  2009 

On the proposal of Cllr. T. McLoughlin,  seconded by Cllr. B.Whelehan,  it was unanimously agreed that the Minutes of Special Meeting held on 16th September, 2009, be signed by the Cathaoirleach as a true record of the business transacted at that Meeting.

REVIEW OF BIRR TOWN & ENVIRONS DEVELOPMENT PLAN – MANAGER’S REPORT ON SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED ON THE DRAFT PLAN
The members of Birr Town Council & Birr Electoral Area Committee considered the Manager’s report on submissions received on the Draft Development Plan for Birr & Environs at special meetings held on 3rd & 16th September, 2009 & on 12th October 2009 & agreed amemndments thereon.   On the proposal of Cllr. Carroll & seconded by Cllr. Loughnane, the members agreed to the publication of the amendments to the Draft Plan & to invite submissions on same.
PROGRESS REPORT ON COUNCIL SCHEMES IN PROGRESS
Town Engineer, Mr W. Ryan, reported that the 2009 roadworks programme  is substantially complete.      
· Works on some footpaths have yet to be completed.
· Traffic Lights at Seffin: The civil works are underway at this location.
· Tesco Roundabout: Tenders have been received & it is envisaged that works will commence in the coming weeks.
· Wilmer Road: Works will be carried out as part of a countywide programme & will encompass the provision of bus stops at this location.

Town Clerk, Ms M. Gaughran confirmed that works will commence shortly on the restoration of the Cumberland Column in Emmett Square & that the works on Syngefield gates should be completed in 2009.   She advised that Heritage Grants funding had been received in respect of these projects & that some monies would also be provided by Birr Town Council.
The members were also advised that Tesco have agreed to re-locate the recycling facilities at their store to an alternate location on their site.

The members raised the following matters of concern:

· lands at rear of Drumbane
· need to remove pedestrian crossing from Emmet Square
· the importance of liaising with all bus operators regarding the relocation of the bus bays to Wilmer Road

· need to carry out urgent remedial works at the Cherry Tree junction

· grass cutting required at various locations
· cleaning of gullies at various locations

· condition of fence to rear of Scurragh

· drainage difficulties at Green St

· playground fence does not fully enclose the playground

· overgrowth from HSE property onto playground

· ivy overgrowing into garden of house at Bulfin Park.

Cllr. Fanneran advised the meeting that the Minister for Transport has confirmed that the proposed cuts in the Rural Transport Scheme would be reversed & she welcomed this decision.
NOTICE OF MOTION SUBMITTED BY CLLR. M. CAMPBELL

“that this Council calls on the Minister of Social & Family Affairs to change the regulations to include families of people who because of physical or mental disability have not ever been part of the PRSI system to claim the Death Grant on their demise”.
The motion was proposed by Cllr. Campbell, seconded by Cllr. Sheils & agreed by the members.
RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER LOCAL AUTHORITIES:

The following motions were agreed:

Kilrush Town Council:

“That this Council, in the interest of local democracy, condemns unequivocally the recommendation contained in the McCarthy Report to abolish Town Councils & urges the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government to bring forward measures to guarantee the constitutional amendment approved in the recent 1999 referendum relating to the enhanced status of Local Government in Ireland into the future.  The Council further recommends that the Minister addresses the adequate funding requirement of all local authorities in Ireland following the recent review of Local Government.”
Clonmel Borough Council:

“That this Council calls on the Government & Minister for Social & Family Affairs to reverse the decision not to pay the Christmas bonus to welfare recipients”.
The following motion was noted.

South Tipperary County Council:

“That this Council write to the Minister for Education & Science expressing opposition to the proposals relating to the re-introduction of third level tuition fees.   I strongly urge that each & every member of this Council will fully support the Student Support Bill”.
CORRESPONDENCE

The Town Clerk advised the members that she had received correspondence from Birr Chamber of Commerce seeking an opportunity to address the Council outlining their concerns in relation to commercial rates & also seeking the recommencement of quarterly meetings with the Council to discuss issues of mutual concern.   It was agreed that representatives of the Chamber be invited to attend the November committee meeting.   It was further agreed that a sub-committee of the Council, comprising the Cathaoirleach, Cllr. McLoughlin & Cllrs. Loughnane & Whelehan, meet with the Chamber of Commerce on a quarterly basis.
CONFERENCES
Cllr. Campbell advised the meeting of his attendance at the recent Kerry Life Seminar on Drug & Alcohol Misuse.
OTHER MATTERS

Cllr. Loughnane confirmed that he & the Cathaoirleach had recently attended commemorative services in Ledgemen, Belgium & that it was hoped to progress the links between the towns through a schools programme & possible twinning arrangement.
Congratulations & best wishes were extended to Micheal O’Brien, Crinkle, on his success in the doubles competitions at the recent World Handball competitions held in Portland, Oregon.
The members extended their sympathies to Deirdre Molloy & her family on the recent death of her uncle, Joseph Delaney.
There being no further business to discuss the Cathaoirleach declared the meeting closed.

SIGNED_______________________________________

                                                      CATHAOIRLEACH

                                         Dated this     November,  2009
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