MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF BIRR TOWN COUNCIL IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC OFFICES, BIRR ON MONDAY 9th NOVEMBER 2009 AT 7.00PM
========================================================

	CATHAOIRLEACH:
	Cllr. T. McLoughlin


	MEMBERS PRESENT:


	Cllrs. J. Carroll;  D. Sheils,  B. Fanneran,  M. Loughnane,  N. Russell, D. Tierney, B. Whelehan  & M. Campbell.


	IN ATTENDANCE

APOLOGIES
	Mr. W. Ryan, Town Engineer & Ms M. Gaughran, Town Clerk.
Mr. M. Roche, DOS


ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 12TH OCTOBER, 2009
On the proposal of Cllr. M. Loughnane, seconded by Cll. D. Sheils it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of monthly meeting held on 12th October, 2009 be signed by the Cathaoirleach as a true record of the business transacted at the meeting.
MATTERS ARISING:

Cllr. Loughnane advised the members that funding is available in 2010 for twinning purposes & it is hoped that progress can be made in relation to formalizing the links with Ledgemen.

Cllr. Carroll expressed concern that s skip was not provided in Scurragh despite his request for same.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING HELD ON 12th OCTOBER,  2009 

On the proposal of Cllr. T. McLoughlin,  seconded by Cllr. N. Russell it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of special meeting held on 12th October be signed by the Cathaoirleach as a true record of the business transacted at the meeting.

NOMINATION OF REPRESENTATIVE TO OFFALY COUNTY COUNCIL STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE
On the proposal of Cllr. McLoughlin, seconded by Cllr. Russell it was agreed that Cllr. Loughnane represent Birr Town Council on the SPC’s.   The Town Clerk confirmed that Cllr. Loughnane has been selected as a member of the Planning SPC.   Cllr. Loughnane thanked the members for their nomination & advised that if there were any matters of planning policy that the members wished to be raised or clarifies at SPC level to advise him of same.
PROGRESS REPORT ON COUNCIL SCHEMES IN PROGRESS
Town Engineer, Mr W. Ryan, reported that the 2009 roadworks programme  is substantially complete.      
· Budget for works on footpaths has been expended
· Works at Connaught St (resurface & line) are complete

· Footpath repairs have been completed at Burke’s Hill.   However, the works required at the Mall are more substantial than envisaged & it is proposed to carry out a safety audit & design works before these works are carried out.
· Traffic calming works have been completed at High St & Oxmanston School
· In relation to the provision of traffic lights at Seffin the civil works are complete & the ESB are currently providing the connection.   It is envisaged that these lights will be operational in the coming week.

· Resurfacing of Wilmer Road has been delayed due to the inclement weather but is expected to commence shortly.

· TESCO Roundabout: works are expected to commence shortly.

Mr Ryan confirmed that there will be road closures in place & diversions through Crinkle while the works at Wilmer Road are underway.   It is envisaged that the works will take approx 3 weeks.   The members expressed concerns over the impact on businesses of road closures & also advised the a Novena is taking place in Birr from 23rd November next.
The Town Engineer also confirmed that there is no funding available for works on footpaths at Drumbane & suggested this be considered as part of the 2010 Programme.

The members expressed concerns that further road closures would be likely while the TESCO Roundabout is being installed & asked that consideration be given to postponing these works until the new year.    They also expressed concerns in relation to the provision of bus bays on Wilmer road & requested that discussions take place with local bus operators & Bus Eireann in relation to this matter.

The members raised the following general issues of concern:

· condition of cobble-locked footpaths throughout the town

· grass overgrowing on footpath at Military Road

· vehicular access to Birrr swimming pool

· sweeping of leaves at Orchard Lane

· condition of footpath on Banagher Road at town boundary

· traffic calming required at Sandymount & High St

· opening of sluice gates to alleviate flooding

· pedestrian crossing at Emmet St

· condition of road at Sunrise Inn

· random parking in Pound St & Fairview while the Mart is underway
· need for safety access audit to be carried out to front & rear of all OPD’s

· need to ensure arts funding is fully availed of

· concern over rumours that position of Arts Officer may be terminated

· recent flooding particularly on the Roscrea Rd

· need to clean gullies.

The Town Engineer advised that it is the policy of Offaly County Council not to install ramps on public roads.   He also advised that is the responsibility of property owners & landowners to ensure that surface water does not run off onto public roads & to provide for the run off of surface water onto lands from the public road.

Cllr. Loughnane advised that there were serious difficulties experienced by persons exiting the recent Game & Country Fair & it is proposed that full access be provided from the castle grounds at the Croghan Road.    Such a development will necessitate the submission of a planning application.
RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER LOCAL AUTHORITIES:

The following motions were agreed:

Shannon Town Council:
“That this Council calls on the Government to set up a separate redress scheme for women detained in Magdalene laundries as demanded by the survivors & that this demand be circulated to all local authorities”.
Listowel Town Council:
“That this Council calls on the Government to support the Family Resource Centre Programme.   We support the three campaign principles of the Family Resource Centre National Forum, which are:
1. The Family Resource Centre Programme delivers a value for money support for families across Ireland.   At times of financial hardship, the services of Family Resource Centres will be needed more than ever.   Rather than considering closing or reducing the FRC programme, it should be developed & expanded.

2. The Family Support Agency is the best vehicle to deliver the Family Resource Centre Programme, & the Agency should be maintained.

3. If any changes are to be made in the FRC programme or Family Support Agency, the Family Resource Centre National Forum should be consulted on the way forward”.

South Tipperary County Council:

“That this Council would appeal to the government to waive VAT on specialized items of medical equipment where the purchase is being funded through voluntary fundraising”.
Granard Town Council:
“That this proposes that the recommendations to abolish to abolish Town Councils, contained in the McCarthy report be withdrawn”.
CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence.
CONFERENCES
Cllr. Sheils advised the meeting that he had attended the recent LAMA Conference.
OTHER MATTERS

Cllr. Campbell expressed his appreciation & thanks to the local fire brigade for their recent ceremony in remembrance of the late Mr Joe Feighan.

Cllr. Russell extended congratulations to:
· Birr Minor Camogie team on winning the recent county title

· Ms Arlene Watkins & Ms Audrey Kennedy on being selected & awarded AllStars for their prowess at camogie & 

· Birr Boys NS on their recent wins at underage level.

There being no further business to discuss the Cathaoirleach declared the meeting closed.

SIGNED_______________________________________

                                                      CATHAOIRLEACH

                                         Dated this     December, 2009
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