MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF BIRR TOWN COUNCIL IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC OFFICES, BIRR ON MONDAY 14th SEPTEMBER  2009 AT 7.00 PM.

========================================================

	CATHAOIRLEACH:
	Cllr. T. McLoughlin


	MEMBERS PRESENT:


	Cllrs. J. Carroll;  D. Sheils,  B. Fanneran,  M. Loughnane,  N. Russell, D. Tierney & M. Campbell.


	IN ATTENDANCE


	Messrs. M. Roche, Director of Services, &  W. Ryan, Town Engineer & Ms.  M. Gaughran, Town Clerk.



ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 13th JULY 2009 

On the proposal of Cllr. J. Carroll,  seconded by Cllr. D. Sheils,  it was unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the  Meeting held on 13th July, 2009, be signed by the Cathaoirleach as a true record of the business transacted at that Meeting.
PRESENTATION BY MR SEAN RYAN, CEO, OFFALY ENTERPRISE BOARD
Mr Ryan presented a comprehensive report on the role of the County Enterprise Board since it’s inception in 1993.   At that time unemployment levels were 14% & the boards were set up to provide business advice, support & funding to the SME 

sector.  

 Offaly CEB supports manufacturing, internationally traded services & tourism products.   Enterprise supports provided include capital assistance, soft supports (i.e website development, business & marketing development, trade fair & overseas marketing support & tech-check), business advice & mentoring, training & development, schools programmes, one-stop shop information centre & Invest in Offaly Project.

Invest in Offaly is a collaboration of 3 agencies – Offaly County Enterprise Board Ltd, Atlantic Corridor & Offaly County Council – to promote Offaly nationally & internationally.

In the period 1993 – 2008 the Enterprise Boards have assisted in the creation of 33,800 jobs in the SME sector, approx 1,000 of these were created in Offaly.

The Enterprise Board, in conjunction with other State agencies, has developed the Bright Start Programme to assist persons who have been affected by the recent economic downturn.

An Information Pack is currently being prepared for October 2009 & recently a DVD “Conversations with Doers” was launched.

In conclusion, Mr Ryan advised the members that the An Bord Snip Nua – McCarthy Report recommends the abolition of the Enterprise Boards & that they be subsumed into Enterprise Ireland.

The Chairperson & members expressed their thanks to Mr Ryan for his very informative presentation.

REVISED DRAFT POLICY FOR THE TAKING IN CHARGE OF HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS

The Town Clerk, Ms Gaughran, advised the members that the current policy had been adopted by them in July 2005.

The revised Draft Policy presented includes changes in relation to the manner in which applications are dealt with & sets out timescales for action by the local authority in processing such applications.    The document clearly outlines the responsibility of developers & the information/documentation etc. which must be 

submitted by them as part of the application process.

The members welcomed the changes which will provide more clarity to developers.

On the proposal of Cllr. J. Carroll & seconded by Cllr. N. Russell the members unanimously agreed to the adoption of the Draft Policy presented.
PROGRESS REPORT ON COUNCIL SCHEMES IN PROGRESS
Town Engineer, Mr W. Ryan, reported on progress on the 2009 Programme of Works & answered questions thereon.   He confirmed that the programme is almost complete & advised in relation to the remaining works:
· Traffic calming at Oxmanston School: Design finalised, safety audit underway. This will include lining from Pound St to Oxmanston Mall & should commence in the coming weeks.

· Traffic Lights at Seffin: The civil works have commenced & should be completed in 3-4 weeks.

· Tesco Roundabout: Tenders have been invited & are due to be returned by September 30th.   It is envisaged that works will commence in October 2009.

· Wilmer Road: Works will be carried out as part of a countywide programme & will encompass the provision of bus stops at this location.

The members raised the following matters of concern:

· poor road condition at front of Drumbane
· need to provide disabled parking bay at Supervalu

· grass cutting required at cemetery

· difficulties caused by location of bottle banks at TESCO

· request for “Dogs not allowed” signs to be erected in the cemeteries.

The members expressed concerns about the recommendations of the McCarthy Report in relation to Rural Transport & agreed that letters should issue to the Ministers for Finance & Transport opposing any reduction in the service which is of vital importance to rural dwellers.
Cllr Campbell advised that he & Cllr Russell had attended the recent AMAI Conference where delegates expressed their concern & outrage over many of the recommendations of the McCarthy Report, particularly the proposal to abolish all Town Council’s & he circulated a copy of statement from the AMAI in relation to this matter. 

RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER LOCAL AUTHORITIES:

The following motion was agreed:

Tuam Town Council:

“That this Council proposes that the recommendations to abolish Town Councils, contained in the McCarthy report be withdrawn”.
The following resolutions were marked as read:
Portlaoise Town Council:

“That this Council calls on the Government to halt the issuing of any new taxi or hackney licences & return this power to local government”.
Mullingar Town Council:

“That this Council calls on Eamon Ryan, T.D., Minister for Communications, Energy & Natural Resources to amend the Home Energy Saving Scheme to include provision for the replacement of aluminium/teak windows & doors which are not energy efficient in private dwellings”.

CORRESPONDENCE

The Town Clerk advised the members that she had received correspondence from Ms Rita Frawley advising that she is currently unavailable to act as a representative of the Town Council on Offaly VEC.   On the proposal of Cllr. Loughnane & seconded by Cllr. Sheils, Cllr Fanneran was unanimously selected as VEC Representative.

CONFERENCES
It was unanimously agreed that Cllr Campbell attend the forthcoming Kerry Life Education – Getting a Grip 2009 Conference in Killarney on 8th – 9th October, 2009.
OTHER MATTERS

The members expressed their congratulations to all involved with the Offaly Camogie Team on their recent All-Ireland success.

Congratulations & best wishes were extended to reporter Jonathan Fanning on the occasion of his forthcoming marriage.

The members requested that the Skatepark Initiative be progressed & confirmed that the voluntary committee are continuing their fundraising efforts.

Cllr. Campbell requested that photos & memorabilia of the Town Council be displayed in the Civic Offices.

Cllr. Loughnane advised the meeting that he & the Chairperson, Cllr McLoughlin, would be attending the forthcoming remembrance service in Ledgemen, Belgium, in October at their own expense.
There being no further business to discuss the Cathaoirleach declared the meeting closed.

SIGNED_______________________________________

                                                      CATHAOIRLEACH

                                         Dated this     October,  2009
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