MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF BIRR TOWN COUNCIL IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC OFFICES, BIRR ON MONDAY 9th FEBRUARY  2009 AT 7.00 PM.

========================================================

	CATHAOIRLEACH:
	Clr. S. Doorley



	MEMBERS PRESENT:


	Cllrs. T. McLoughlin; J. Carroll;  D. Sheils,   M. Loughnane,  A. Spain,  M. Campbell & N. Russell.



	IN ATTENDANCE

APOLOGIES
	Messrs. M. Roche, Director of Services &  Ms. M. Gaughran, Town Clerk.

Mr. W. Ryan, Town Engineer & Ms S Delahunt, AEE


ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF STATUTORY ESTIMATES MEETING HELD ON 5TH JANUARY, 2009

On the proposal of Cllr McLoughlin, seconded by Cllr Russell, it was agreed that the minutes of Statutory Estimates Meeting held on 5th January, 2009 be adopted as a true record of the business transacted.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 12th JANUARY 2009 

On the proposal of Cllr. N. Russell,  seconded by Cllr. T. McLoughlin,  it was unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the Monthly  Meeting held on 12th January, 2009, be signed by the Cathaoirleach as a true record of the business transacted at that Meeting.

PRESENTATION ON DRAFT PUBLIC REALM PLAN

Mr. James Hennessy, of the Paul Hogarth Company, made a presentation in relation to the Draft Public Realm Plan which had been circulated, in advance, to the members.    The Public Realm Plan for Birr was commissioned in summer 2008 by Offaly County Council, in conjunction with Birr  Town Council, Shannon Development & the Heritage Council.  It was prepared by the Paul Hogarth Company, Landscape Architects & Urban Designers.   The process was undertaken over an 8 month period & involved:

Information gathering – desktop research

· consultation with key stakeholders

· site appraisals & mapping

Analysis

Concept development including vision, aims & objectives

Preparation of Draft Master Plan identifying strategic considerations & site specific projects.

An open day for consultation was held in December 2008 to inform the wider public & receive their feedback in relation to the results to date. Following the open day conclusions were derived & draft report prepared outlining key projects & actions for delivery.  
 The Public Realm Plan is not a statutory document.   However, it was compiled concurrently with the Birr Town & Environs Draft Development Plan & there was close co-operation between the consultants, steering group & planning team.   This has enabled both documents to inform one another, resulting in many key aspects of public realm being incorporated in the development plan which is being prepared at present.     The Draft Plan includes an action plan detailing the indicative costs of projects & the stakeholders involved.   Substantial projects are identified which must be prioritized.   It is also important to identify projects which can be completed in the short-term without need for massive investment & to ensure that all works carried out reflect the vision & goals identified within the plan presented.

Cathaoirleach, Cllr Sean Doorley, welcomed the preparation of the plan & thanked Mr Hennessy & his colleagues for their dedication & commitment to the project.   He advised that an application had recently been lodged by the owners of Birr Castle to have the castle included in submissions for designation as a world heritage site & spoke about the very positive impact this would have on the town of Birr & surrounding areas.   Cllr Doorley also stated that traffic management is crucial & that he would welcome proposals to reduce parking in Emmet Square.

The members welcomed the Draft Plan & the proposals contained therein.   They also identified the following key issues as important to ensure delivery of the plan:

· involvement by the public & key stakeholders

· importance of attracting business to the town

· quality of open spaces including those in residential areas

· buy in from tourism operators essential

· need to develop policy in relation to signage

· shop fronts & building facades

· development of link between Camcor Park towards TESCO

· protected structures & derelict sites

· provision of additional car parks & parking spaces.

Ms Amanda Pedlow, OCC Heritage Officer, advised the members that the consultants have now completed the brief assigned to them & that it is important that projects be prioritized for delivery.   At that time detailed plans will be brought to Council for consideration.

It was agreed that the draft plan be put on public display for 2 weeks to gauge public reaction to the proposals contained therein & allow for further submissions or comments from interested parties.

DRAFT ROADWORKS PROGRAMME 2009

Mr. W. Ryan, Town Engineer, advised the members that an allocation of €179,000 has been provided to Birr Town Council under the Special Block Grant Scheme for footpath & carriageway repairs & presented the following draft programme for consideration:

	BIRR TOWN ROADS PROGRAMME 2009
	
	

	BIRR 2009
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	1. Surface Reconstruction / Restoration

	
	
	
	
	

	Code No.
	Road Name / Road No.
	Description/Location of Works
	Length
	Allocation

	
	
	
	(m)
	€

	 
	Wilmer Rd
	Redesign, resurface and reline Wilmer road carpark to maximum capacity (standard, disabled, parent and toddler etc)
	Item
	47,500

	 
	Mill Street
	Mill St. - Pave Paths and resurface carriageway from Connaught St to Carpark
	Item
	45,000

	 
	Pound Street
	Surface/Traffic calming Pound St - Phase 1
	Item
	35,000

	 
	The Mall & Burkes Hill
	Footpath Repairs 1).The Mall & 2). Burkes Hill
	Item
	12,500

	 
	Misc
	Provide Cycle Lanes in Town and Environs (as per Birr Realm Plan)
	Item
	10,000

	 
	Misc
	Road Lining (Parking Bylaws, Brendan Street/Mill St, Scurragh Jnct, Johns Mall (east) etc)
	Item
	8,000

	 
	Connaught Street
	Resurface and line Connaught Street ….
	140
	8,000

	 
	Oxmantown Mall
	Oxmantown Mall - Civils and lining for Wheelchair Parking/Safe Egress from the Church
	Item
	7,000

	 
	High Street
	Traffic Calming and improve parking on High Street
	Item
	4,000

	 
	Wilmer Road
	Relocate Bus Stop to Wilmer Road - Bylaws
	Item
	2,000

	 
	 
	SUB-TOTAL
	 
	 € 179,000 


On the proposal of Cllr. M. Campbell, seconded by Cllr N. Russell, the members agreed to adopt the draft programme circulated & agreed this as the 2009 programme for roadworks.

The Councillors raised the following issues of concern:

· problems with parking at Moorpark St & the need to provide pedestrian crossing at this location

· condition of road from courthouse to traffic lights at Townsend St

· need to raise pedestrian crossing at Orchard Lane

· condition of Bridge St

· indiscriminate parking on Pound St, particularly on mart days

· traffic calming required at Church St

· “children at play” signs requested for Ashbrook Drive

· need to mow grass at new cemetery

· taking in charge of Westgate

· badly damaged grating in Brendan St at Technology Centre

· need to grit/salt access road to hospital during inclement weather

· lack of progress in extending footpath at LIDL

· Cluid lands at Scurragh

· Need to formulate proposals for rear of Drumbane

· Scheme for retrofitting of insulation & other energy schemes to dwellings recently announced by the Minister

· “parent & toddler” signs for carparks.

Town Clerk, Ms M. Gaughran, advised the members that Offaly County Council propose to move the recycling facilities from the Marian Hall carpark to TESCO’s with effect from 23rd February next & will give public notice of same.   She also advised that the new energy grants are applicable to privately owned dwellings.   It was also confirmed that completed application has not been received in respect of the taking in charge of Westgate.    The Town Clerk also advised that it was her understanding that Cluid intend to provide further dwellings on their lands at Scurragh.   The members were also advised that the DOEH&LG has confirmed capital allocation of €6m for Birr TC for the provision of housing under the SHIP programme for the years 2009 – 2011.    This is a reduction of €0.5m on the indicative allocations advised before end 2008.

BIRR WORKHOUSE REPORT & REPORT ON THE COLUMN:

The members were advised that it is intended to postpone this item until the next meeting of the Council at which time reports should be completed.

OFFALY COUNTY COUNTY COUNCIL DRAFT TRAVELLER ACCOMODATION PROGRAMME 2009 – 2013:

Ms Gaughran, Town Clerk, advised the members that the draft programme circulated was prepared by OCC in consultation with the relevant staff in Birr & Tullamore Town Councils & the local LTACC.    The Manager’s report on the draft programme was considered by the members of OCC at their January meeting.   Submissions are now invited & should be forwarded to OCC Housing Department on or before 19th March, 2009.   The matter will then be put before the members of OCC for adoption at their April meeting.

NOTICE OF MOTION

Submitted by Cathaoirleach S. Doorley:

“that Birr Town Council exempts commercial development of less than 100sq metres from development charges”.

In proposing the motion Cllr Doorley advised that a similar exemption is provided in the Development Contribution Scheme for Tullamore & Environs & a similar exemption should be provided in Birr to promote continued investment by the business community.    The motion was seconded by Cllr. M. Loughnane & agreed by the members.

In response, Mr M. Roche, Director of Services, advised that this would possibly require a revision of the Development Contribution Scheme adopted last year.  The matter will be further investigated & the members advised of the situation.

RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER LOCAL AUTHORITIES:

The following motions were noted as read:

Ballina Town Council:

“that this Council write to the Minister requesting that the Planning laws be changed, to close the loophole that presently exists & makes it necessary that planning permission be sought for change of use from our existing retail function to another retail function, thus eliminating the opening of adult sex shops in residential areas, that this motion be forwarded to all Town Councils for their support”.

Mullingar Town  Council:

“that the government would reduce the TV licence fee by at least 50% of the current cost”.

CORRESPONDENCE/OTHER MATTERS:

The correspondence was noted.   

The Chairperson advised that letters have been received from Scurragh Residents Association & from Birr Community School in respect of certain matters.   The Town Clerk confirmed that said correspondence had been received & the matters referred to will be investigated.

Cllr. J. Carroll expressed concern regard the non transfer of signage from the old national routes to the new M6 & M7 & stated that there had been an agreement to ensure this would happen.   Mr M. Roche, DOS, confirmed that he would circulate a copy of the NRA Guidelines on this matter.

There being no further business to discuss the Cathaoirleach declared the meeting closed.

SIGNED_______________________________________

                                                      CATHAOIRLEACH

                                         Dated this    9th March,  2009
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