MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF BIRR TOWN COUNCIL IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC OFFICES, BIRR ON MONDAY 14TH JULY  2008 AT 7.00 PM.

========================================================

	CATHAOIRLEACH:
	Clr. S. Doorley



	MEMBERS PRESENT:

APOLOGIES
	Cllrs. M. Campbell; J. Carroll; A. Hynes-Spain; D. Sheils,  N. Russell & M. Loughnane

Cllrs. T. McLoughlin & T. Molloy

	IN ATTENDANCE


	Messrs. M. Roche, Director of Services &  W. Ryan, Town Engineer &  Ms. M. Gaughran, Town Clerk. 




ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF A.G.M. HELD ON 9TH JUNE 2008

On the proposal of Cllr. N. Russell,  seconded by Cllr. J. Carroll it was unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the annual General Meeting  held on 9th June 2008, be signed by the Cathaoirleach as a true record of the business transacted at that Meeting.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 9th JUNE 2008 

On the proposal of Cllr. J. Carroll,  seconded by Cllr. N. Russell it was unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 9th June 2008, be signed by the Cathaoirleach as a true record of the business transacted at that Meeting.

PROGRESS REPORT ON COUNCIL SCHEMES AND PROJECTS.

Town Engineer, Mr W. Ryan outlined progress to date on the 2008 Roadworks Programme.   He also advised that preliminary designs have been finalized for the roundabout at TESCOs & that Safety Audits must now be carried out.   In relation to Seffin Mr Ryan advised that the Council’s own resources are being used to employ a consultant to design options but that there is no funding currently available for such works.

The members raised the following matters of concern:

· the need to prioritise the provision of funding to resolve the situation at Seffin

· ongoing shortages in Birr water supply

· footpath at Syngefield

· lack of adequate public lighting at Fairview

· speeding on High St & difficulties with parking

· continued parking of trucks at Rosse Row

· vandalism of Eircom phone boxes

· condition of lands at rear of Drumbane

· Birr Public Realm Project

· provision of site for skateboard park

· provision of ramps to reduce the speed of traffic in particular areas.

Mr M. Roche, Director of Services, confirmed that the Council hope to put interim measures in place to tackle ongoing water shortages in the Birr Scheme which is at full capacity.   It is hoped that the system can be supplemented from an adjacent private supply once water quality issues are resolved & it is vitally important that all users continue to conserve water where possible.

He also advised that the construction of ramps on public roads can create difficulties for other users, particularly for the emergency services.

Mr Roche confirmed that Council support for the Skateboard Park is contingent on the availability of resources.

The members were also advised that consultation meetings on Birr Public Realm Plan will be held in August.

NOTICE OF MOTION RECEIVED FROM CLLRS SHEILS, CAMPBELL & HYNES-SPAIN:

“that this Council displays in a prominent place in our new Civic Offices, & without further delay the photographic memorabilia at Birr Town Council including Coat of Arms & Proclamation”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr Campbell, seconded by Cllr Sheils & agreed by the members.   

RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER LOCAL AUTHORITIES:

The following motions were agreed:

Listowel  Town Council:

“that we the Town Council put in place a policy that all our future housing stock for our elderly/living alone be fitted with a “peep-hole” in their front doors, in doing so giving these tenants a sense of independence & security”.

Westmeath County Council:

“That this Council discuss the severe implications that the EU Directive on the Protection of Habitat Species is causing to our communities by the ban on turf-cutting & also requests the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government to accommodate the domestic turf-cutters in these areas, as the EU has left this to the discretion of the individual countries”.
The following motions were noted as  read:

Boyle Town Council:
“That the Minister for Health & Children would review the licensing laws so as to curtail the number of visits an ice-cream van can make per day to Housing estates & thereby reduce the pressure on parents of young children from a financial & health point of view”.

Kilrush Town Council:

“That this Council calls on the Department of Education & Science & the Department of Finance to take immediate steps to ease the burden of water charges on all schools & centres of education through the provision of modules which will enhance the awareness & understanding of the importance of water conservation & to provide a once-off special grant to enable schools & education centres to meet the costs of installing & maintaining the most efficient & environmentally friendly water conservation & storage equipment”.

CONFERENCES

The conferences as circulated were noted.   It was agreed that Cllr Molloy replace former Cllr Fanneran on the AMAI & that he & Cllr Russell attend the fortcoming AMAI Conference.

CORRESPONDENCE/OTHER MATTERS:

The correspondence was noted.   Cllr Hynes-Spain advised that letter of thanks had been received from Birr Vintage Committee for financial support provided in respect of this years festival.

Cathaoirleach Cllr Doorley advised an approach had been made by persons from Ledgemen in Belgium in regard to the possibility of building relations between the 2 communities to remember the Birr regiment & the links between the two towns.

The Meeting then concluded.

SIGNED_______________________________________

                                                      CATHAOIRLEACH
Dated this    8th day of September  2008

5
2

