Edenderry Area Committee

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EDENDERRY AREA COMMITTEE

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3rd MARCH, 2009,

IN THE TOWN HALL, EDENDERRY AT 3.30 P.M.

Present
Cathaoirleach Cllr. Noel Bourke;

Cllr. Eddie Fitzpatrick;

Cllr. John Foran;



Cllr Brian Carroll
Cllr. Fergus McDonnell;

In attendance
Mr. Frank Heslin, Director of Service, Edenderry;



Mr. Damien Grennan, Senior Executive Engineer, Edenderry;



Mr. Martin Quinn, Senior Executive Engineer, Housing



Mr. Charlie McCarthy; Senior Engineer Roads


Mr. Tom Shanahan, Senior Engineer, Water Services


Ms. Siobhan Larkin A/ Town Clerk.

Apologies
Ms. Ruth McNally, Senior Executive Officer, Housing;

Cllr. Ger Killally;

1. Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting held on 23rd January, 2009.

On the proposal of Cllr. Fitzpatrick and seconded by Cllr. Bourke the minutes of Edenderry area meeting held on the 23rd January, 2009 were confirmed and signed.
2. Housing
Martin Quinn delivered an update on the Social Housing Scheme for the Edenderry Area.

Issues raised
· Killane Housing Estate- Work is ongoing; He’s not in a position to say when this scheme will be complete and ready for allocation.
· Cllr McDonnell queried why nothing has been done with the Derelict houses in Churchview Heights and wants an update on regeneration.  Mr. Quinn said he is meeting with the Department and Director of Services, Sean Murray and will report back at the next Area meeting.

· Cllr Fitzpatrick brought up a discussion on the current housing list and the amount of people on it.  He asked if we should continue to accept people on the list as it is so big at present.  He also discussed the Rental Accommodation Scheme & prioritising the lists.

· Cllr Bourke said this would not be achievable and that it is better to keep adding names to the list, that the higher the list, the better chance of funding.

· Cllr Bourke welcomed the fact that the 6 Downshire Apartments have been allocated.

· Cllr McDonnell asked about renting with a view to buying and asked if there was a new scheme put in place? He asked why there are houses lying idle with so many on the housing list.  Mr. Quinn explained that at present there is no funding available.
3. Water Services
Tom Shanahan delivered Water Services Report 2009 for Edenderry Area.  

Issues raised
· Edenderry Rhode water supply scheme still awaiting approval from the Department
· Contract for the Edenderry Sewerage Scheme has been suspended due to wayleave difficulties.
· Issues relating to contamination at source for group water schemes to be looked at and funding dependent.

· There has been 2.5 million allocated for 2009 schemes in total, still to be allocated over different schemes.  Some of this will be used for last year’s works.

· The allocation of 2.5 million county wide was welcomed.

· Kilclonfert and Ballycommon Group water schemes were welcomed.  
4          Roads
Damien Grennan delivered the Roads Programme for 2009.
Issues raised

- Maintenance allocation €216,000

-Improvement works to be carried out to pedestrian crossings, public lighting & signage.

-Surface dressing on Mountmellick Rd, Pike Rd Sections and Clonmeen cross

-Grants received for Rhode, Daingean and Edenderry and traffic calming on the Tullamore/Portarlington road.

-305,000 allocated to county road maintenance, anything overspent on last year will be taken from this allocation.

-Special Block grant of €60,000

-Cllr McDonnell welcomed the roads programme and said that it’s very well balanced; he thanked Damien Grennan, Area Engineer and the Area Staff in Edenderry.

-Cllr Fitzpatrick questioned the allocation of €100,000 for Cloneygowan by pass, under the specific improvement grants.  Mr. McCarthy said he’d like to keep the bypass on agenda but that there will be slow progress and it may go to CPO this year, he said that it would be relevant to have it designed and on paper for when funding is readily available.  They agreed that the two bridges were dangerous and Mr. McCarthy said there will be money available under a strategic grant for a strategic road.
Frank Heslin Director of Services said that the Department of Finance have to give the approval for grants to be allocated, and at this time they have been asked to hold off on contracts for roads at the moment.  

AOB
-Cllr McDonnell asked for an update on the link road from Kishawanny Bridge to Fr. Murphy Street .  Charlie McCarthy said there was a lot of progress at the minute, and that it would all lie with the developers.

-Cllr Foran asked about the school warning flashing lights and the pedestrian crossing in Daingean, Damien Grennan said this will be going ahead this year.  The Area Office agreed to replace the double yellow lines outside the national school in Clonbullogue.

-Cllr McDonnell brought to the attention of the meeting a report in last weeks local paper of an item regarding the public playground.  Cllr McDonnell said that Cllr Carroll and Cllr Bourke as respective chairs sought a profile to promote themselves.  Cllr McDonnell was extremely annoyed and said that this issue should have been brought to the attention of the members of both the Town Council and Area in the first instance and he said that the two members were engaged in a solo run for political benefit.

-Cllr Bourke said, what they had done was well intentioned, that it wasn’t meant as a political issue, that they had meetings with the landowner and he would like the general public to become more involved and take more interest in this issue and drive it forward and he welcomed support from all public representatives in the area.
-Cllr Foran discussed the problem of litter in the area and would like more attention from the litter warden on litter and for more fines to be handed out and legal action to be taken if necessary.

Date of next meeting – Monday 11th May, 2009
This concluded the business of the meeting.
________________________





_________
Cathaoirleach







Date
