Edenderry Area Committee

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EDENDERRY AREA COMMITTEE

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 13th MAY, 2009,

IN THE TOWN HALL, EDENDERRY AT 3.30 P.M.

Present
Cathaoirleach Cllr. Noel Bourke;

Cllr. Eddie Fitzpatrick;

Cllr. John Foran;



Cllr Brian Carroll
Cllr. Fergus McDonnell;

In attendance
Mr. Frank Heslin, Director of Service, Area Manager;



Mr. Damien Grennan, Senior Executive Engineer, Edenderry area;



Mr. Dermot Mahon, Senior Executive Officer, Housing;

Mr. Martin Quinn, Senior Executive Engineer, Housing;


Mr. Tom Shanahan, Senior Engineer, Water Services;


Ms. Olwen Cooney, Town Clerk.

Apologies
Cllr. Ger Killally;

1. Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting held on 8th April, 2009.

On the proposal of Cllr. Fitzpatrick and seconded by Cllr. Foran the minutes of Edenderry area meeting held on the 8th April, 2009 were confirmed and signed.

2. Water Services
Tom Shanahan delivered Water Services Report for Edenderry Area.  

Issues raised
· St Broughans, Bracknagh, leaks and pipework.

Tom Shanahan explained that pipe network under houses and extensions and no funding to replace old pipe work however leaks will be repaired.

· boil water notice in Mount Lucas

Tom Shanahan advised that boil water notice is close to being removed.

· in 2/3 months mains under railway in Portarlington will be complete.

· Delays in Department turning over decisions nothing Offaly County Council can do about delays

· Walsh Island

· Service connections if properly vented and laid should not create any odour problems at the back of individual houses. 

· Water pressure problems in Clonbullogue can be due to size of main and height from reservoir.

· Flooding precautions for sources minimum due to lack of funding.

· Operational budget not affected by Department cuts however capital funding reduced significantly.

· Caretaking staff not affected as yet

· Ballycommon scheme finished within 6 months.  

3. Housing
 Dermot Mahon delivered an update on the Social Housing Scheme for the Edenderry Area.  Two extra issues mentioned 

1) revised housing loan criteria, all loans now assessed according to Department document effective from 27th April  

2) leasing now preferred option to meet housing demand following Departments advise.  Offaly County Council will be looking for expression of interest from developers for vacant built houses in Edenderry and other towns in Offaly.  Offaly County Council responsible for maintenance and management.
Issues raised
· demolition of Church view apartments welcomed

· no real dates from Department re regeneration for Church view.

· Killane houses ready for July good news.

· Disappointment that public didn’t avail of sites in Killane over the years

· Dermot Mahon agreed to investigate price of sites in Bracknagh and possibility of developers developing land and leasing back to Offaly County Council
·  Assured that sizeable bonds will be secured from developers in the future

4. Roads
Cllr Bourke announced that a special meeting was held with members re revised road works programme.  All members agreed with cutbacks.
5. AOB
Cllr Bourke thanked all members for their contribution over the past 5 years and wished Cllr Killally get well wishes.  He also thanked Offaly County Council executive, area engineer and staff and Town Clerk.
Frank Heslin thanked all members for their courtesy and hard work over the years.  Members mentioned the cooperation with area and town councils especially with paid parking.  
Date of next meeting – Monday th , 2009
This concluded the business of the meeting.
________________________





_________
Cathaoirleach
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