
REFERENCE: DEC 25139

NAME OF APPLICANT: 

OFFALY COUNTY COUNCIL 

DECLARATION UNDER SECTION 5 OF THE 

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000, AS AMENDED 

SBLN TIA Fairport 

ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE: clo Kevin Hughes, Hughes Planning and Development Consultants, 85 
Merrion Square, Dublin 2, D02 FX60. 

NATURE OF APPLICATION: request for declaration under Section 5 of the Planning & Development Act 2000, as 
amended as to whether or not the use of the existing guesthouse development to provide accommodation for persons seeking 
International Protection is or is not development and is or is not exempted development. 

LOCATION OF DEVELOPMENT: Emmet House, Emmet Street, Birr, Co. Offaly, R42 X0l 7. 

WHEREAS a question has arisen as to whether the change of use of the existing guesthouse to provide accommodation 
for persons seeking international protection is or is not development and is or is not exempted development at 'Emmet 
House', Emmet Street, Birr, Co. Offaly, R42 X0l 7. 

AS INDICATED on the particulars received by the Planning Authority on the 26th February 2025. 

AND WHEREAS SBLN TIA Fairport clo Kevin Hughes of Hughes Planning & Development Consultants, 85 Merrion 
Square, Dublin 2, D02 FX60 has requested a declaration on the said question from Offaly County Council. 

AND WHEREAS Offaly County Council, in considering this declaration request, had regard particularly to -
(a) Section 2 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended).

(b) Section 3(1) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended).

(c) Section 4(2)(a) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended).

(d) Section 57 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended).

(e) Article 5(1) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) and the attendant definition of

protected persons.

(f) Article 6 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended).

(g) Article 9 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended).

(h) Schedule 2, Part 1, Class 14(h) of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 (as amended).

AND WHEREAS Offaly County Council has concluded that the change of use of the existing guesthouse to provide 
accommodation for persons seeking international protection is development and is exempted development. 

NOW THEREFORE Offaly County Council, in exercise of the powers conferred on it by Section 5(2)(a) of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000 ( as amended), hereby decides that the change of use of the existing guesthouse to provide 
accommodation for persons seeking international protection is development and is exempted development at 'Emmet 

House', Emmet Street, Birr, Co. Offaly, R42 XO 17. 

MATTERS CONSIDERED In making its decision, the Planning Authority had regard to those matters to which, by virtue 
of the Planning and Development Acts and regulations made thereunder, it was required to have regard. Such matters 
include any submissions and observations received by it in accordance with statutory provisions. 

tef:e.11:fko Date.ZS«�� 

Note: Any person issued with a Declaration may on payment to An Bord Pleanala, 64 Marlborough Street Dublin 2 of such 
fees as may be described refer a declaration for review by the board within four weeks of the issuing of the Declaration. 
























