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What is HAP?

HAP is a new form of housing support provided by local
authorities. The introduction of HAP will mean that local
authorities can now provide housing assistance for households
who qualify for social housing support, including many
long-term Rent Supplement recipients. Under HAP, local
authorities will make the full rent payment, subject to rent
limits, on behalf of the HAP recipient directly to the landlord.
The HAP recipient will then pay a rent contribution to the local
authority. The rent contribution is a differential rent — that is,
a rent based on income and the ability to pay.

Why is HAP being introduced?
HAP is being introduced to provide a more integrated system of
housing supports and aims to:
e Allow all social housing supports to be accessed
through one body — the local authority, and
e Allow recipients to take up full-time employment
and still keep their housing support.

Who is eligible for HAP?

e Any household that qualifies for social housing
support will be eligible to apply for HAP.

e Gurrent Rent Supplement recipients who qualify for
social housing support will be transferred from Rent
Supplement to HAP on a phased basis.

When is HAP being introduced?

HAP commenced operation in a small number of local
authorities in 2014. HAP is being introduced on a phased basis
in local authorities across the country. Please contact your
local authority for more information.

A special trial version of HAP for homeless households has
also commenced in the Dublin region (Dublin City Council,
Fingal County Council, South Dublin County Council and Dun
Laoghaire Rathdown County Council).

How does HAP work?

e |n order to qualify for HAP, a household must be qualified for
social housing support by their local authority, which means
the household must qualify to go on the local authority

housing waiting list.

e HAP recipients will be responsible for finding their own
accommodation in the private rented market. (This is the
same as the current Rent Supplement scheme.)

e The landlord must agree to rent their property to the HAP
recipient.

e The local authority will then pay the rent in full directly to
the landlord, on the last Wednesday of each month, subject
to terms and conditions including rent limits.

e The HAP recipient pays their rent contribution to the local
authority. To begin with, rent contributions will generally be
made through An Post’s Household Budget Scheme.

What benefits has HAP?

For HAP recipients

e HAP allows recipients to take up full-time employment, while
still receiving housing support.

e The rent contribution payable by the HAP recipient will be
based on the differential rent scheme for their local
authority. This scheme links the rent contribution a
household must pay to the household income and the ability
to pay.

e HAP will help to regulate the private rental sector and
improve standards of accommodation. Properties will
be inspected to make sure that they meet the required
standards.

e HAP recipients will be able to avail of other social housing
supports and options, if they so choose.

e | ocal authorities will be responsible for all social housing
supports.

For landlords

e The landlord will receive prompt payments directly from the
local authority on a monthly basis in arrears, subject to
the HAP recipient paying the local authority their rent
contribution.

e There will be no need for rent collection from tenants who are
HAP recipients leading to administrative savings for
landlords.

e All payments are made electronically.

e From the 1st January 2016 onwards additional tax reliefs are
available for landlords who rent their properties to tenants

in receipt of Rent Supplement or social housing support
from a local authority, such as HAP. Further information is
available on www.revenue.ie

Who will continue to receive Rent Supplement?

Rent Supplement will still be available from the Department
of Social Protection for people who don’t qualify for social
housing support — for example, someone who is temporarily
unemployed.

Normally, you need to show that you have been renting in the
private sector for at least six months of the previous year and
that you could afford your rent at the beginning of the tenancy.
You may also qualify if you have received Rent Supplement at
any time during the 12 months before applying.

Will HAP recipients be able to access other housing
supports?

Yes. HAP recipients will have access to other social housing
supports offered by local authorities, such as local authority
housing or housing provided by Approved Housing Bodies. Any
HAP recipient who wishes to do so will be able to access other
social housing supports, not through the current waiting list
system, but through the transfer system operated by local
authorities. They can apply to transfer from HAP to other forms
of social housing support such as local authority housing or
housing provided by approved housing bodies. Examples of
approved housing bodies include Cltid, Respond and Taath.

Where a HAP recipient applies for a transfer immediately after
entering HAP, the transfer list will reflect the time the recipient
previously spent on the waiting list. The HAP recipient will
therefore be placed on the transfer list on no less favourable
terms than if they had remained on the waiting list.

Where can | find more information on HAP?

For further information about HAP, visit the Department
of the Environment, Community and Local Government
website: www.environ.ie or Citizen’s Information

website: www.citizensinformation.ie or 6‘96
contact your local authority. Plain .~
English
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Céard i ICT?

Is i ICT an cineal nua tacaiocht tithiochta ara solathar ag
Gdarais aititla. Cialléidh tabhairt isteach ICT gur féidir le
hidarais aitidla cinamh tithiochta a sholathar anois do
theaghlaigh a chailionn le haghaidh tacaiocht tithiochta
soisialta, lena n-airitear go leor faighteoiri fadtéarmacha an
Fhorlionaidh Chiosa. Faoi ICT, déanfaidh na hiddarais aitidla
an iocaiocht chiosa iomlan, faoi réir ag teorainneacha ciosa,
thar ceann an fhaighteora ICT direach leis an tiarna talun.
Ansin focfaidh an faighteoir ICT ranniocaiocht chiosa leis an
tdaras aitiail. Cios difrealach ata sa ranniocaiocht chiosa - is
é sin, cios bunaithe ar ioncam agus an cumas iocaiochta.

Cén fath go bhfuil ICT 4 tabhairt isteach?

T4 ICT & tabhairt isteach chun cdras nios comhthaite de

thacaiochtai tithiochta a sholathar agus ta sé mar aidhm aici:

e Rochtain a thabhairt ar thacaiochtaf tithiochta séisialta uile
tri aon chomhlacht amhain - an t-daras aitidil, agus

e Cead a thabhairt d’thaighteoiri dul i mbun fostaiochta lan-
aimseartha agus a gcuid tacaiochta tithiochta a choimedd.

Cé ata inchailithe don ICT?

e Beidh teaghlach ar bith a chailionn le haghaidh tacaiocht
tithiochta soisialta inchailithe chun iarratas a dnéanamh ar
ICT.

e Déanfar faighteoiri reatha an fhorlionaidh chiosa a chailionn
le haghaidh tacaiocht tithiochta a aistrid 0 thorlionadh
ciosa go ICT ar bhonn céimnithe.

Cathain an bhfuil iCT 4 tabhairt isteach?

Cuireadh tas le feidhmid an ICT i lion beag udaras aitidil in
2014. T4 ICT 4 tabhairt isteach ar bhonn céimnithe in Gdardis
aitiala ar fud na tire. Déan teagmhail le d’Gdaras aititil chun
tuilleadh eolais a fhail.

Cuireadh tds le [CT piolétach speisialta do theaghlaigh gan
didean i réigitn Bhaile Atha Cliath (Comhairle Cathrach Bhaile
Atha Cliath, Comhairle Contae Fhine Gall, Comhairle Contae
Atha Cliath Theas agus Comhairle Contae Dhiin Laoghaire
Rath an Duin) freisin.

Conas a oibrionn ICT?

e Chun cailia le haghaidh ICT, ni mér go mbeadh teaghlaigh
inchailithe le haghaidh tacaiocht tithiochta séisialta ag a
n-tdaras aititil, rud a chiallaionn nach mér go gcdileodh
an teaghlach le dul ar liosta feithimh tithiochta an Gidarais

aitiail.

* Beidh faighteoiri [CT freagrach as a gcuid céiriochta féin a
aimsid sa mhargadh cdiriochta priobhaidi ar cios. (T4 sé seo
mar an gcéanna le scéim reatha an fhorlionaidh chiosa.)

® Ni mor go n-aontodh an tiarna talin a réadmhaoin a
thabhairt ar cios d’fhaighteoir ICT.

® Ansin iocfaidh an t-Gdarés aititil an cios ina iomlaine
direach leis an tiarna taltin, an Chéadaoin dheireanach de
gach mi, faoi réir téarmai agus coinniollacha lena n-airitear
teorainneacha ciosa.

e |ocfaidh an faighteoir ICT a ranniocaiocht chiosa leis an
(daras aitidil. Ar dtas, déanfar ranniocaiochtai ciosa go
ginearalta trid an Scéim Buiséad Teaghlaigh de chuid An
Post.

Céard iad na buntéisti ata le iCT?

| gcas na bhfaighteoiri ICT

e Tugann ICT cead d'thaighteoiri dul i mbun fostaiochta
lanaimseartha, ach a gcuid tacaiochta tithiochta a fhail
freisin.

* Beidh an ranniocaiocht chiosa inioctha ag an bhfaighteoir
ICT bunaithe ar scéim ciosanna difredlacha an tidarais
aitidil. Nascann an scéim seo an ranniocaiocht chiosa nach
mér do theaghlach a foc le hioncam agus cumas iocaiochta
an teaghlaigh.

e Cabhréidh ICT an earndil chiosa priobhaidi a rialail
agus caighdedin chéiriochta a theabhsu. Déanfar ionaid
réadmhaoine a inidchadh chun a chinntit go gcomhlionann
siad na caighdeain riachtanacha.

e | ena chois sin beidh faighteoiri [CT in ann leas a bhaint as
roghanna agus tacaiochtai tithiochta soisialta eile, mas
rogha leo.

e Beidh (dardis aititla freagrach as na tacaiochtai tithiochta
sdisialta uile.

| gcas na dtiarnai talin

e Gheobhaidh an tiarna taltn focaiochtai prasa direach
on (dards aitidil i riaraisti ar bhonn miosuil, faoi réir an
fhaighteora ICT ag ioc a ranniocaiochta ciosa leis an Gidaras
aitiail.

* Ni bheidh aon gé cios a bhailid 0 thiondntai ar fhaighteoiri
ICT iad, rud a laghdéidh an t-ualach riarachdin do thiarnai
taldn.

e Déantar na hiocaiochtai uile go leictreonach.

e On 1 Eanair 2016 ar aghaidh ta faciseamh canach breise
ar fail do thiarnai taltin a bhionn a réadmhaoin ligthe acu

le tiondntai a fhaigheann Forlionadh Ciosa nd tacaiocht
tithiochta sdisialta 6 adaras aitidil, ar nés ICT. T4 tuilleadh
eolais ar fail ar www.revenue.ie.

Cé a leanfaidh orthu ag fail Forlionadh Ciosa?

Beidh Forlionadh Ciosa fés ar fail 6n Roinn Coimirce Séisialaf
do dhaoine nach gcailionn do thacaiocht tithiochta sdisialta —
mar shampla, duine ata difhostaithe go sealadach.

De ghnath, ni mor a I&irid gur foc td cios san earnail
phriobhaideach ar feadh sé mhi ar a laghad sa bhliain

roimhe agus go raibh td in acmhainn do chios a ioc ag tis

na tiondntachta. D'théadfa cailiti freisin sa chas go bhfuil
Forlionadh Ciosa faighte agat am ar bith le linn na 12 mhi
sula ndearna t( iarratas.

An mbeidh faighteoiri ICT in ann rochtain a fhail ar
tacaiochtai tithiochta eile? )

Beidh. Beidh rochtain ag faighteoiri ICT ar thacaiochtai
tithiochta sdisialta eile & dtairiscint ag idarais aititla,
cosuil le tithiocht an (darais aititil no tithiocht & solathar
ag Comhlachtai Tithiochta Faofa. Beidh faighteoir [CT ar
bith, ar mian leo amhail a dhéanamh, in ann rochtain a
fhail ar thacafochtai tithiochta séisialta eile, ni tri chéras
reatha an liosta feithimh, ach trid an gcoras aistrithe 4
fheidhmid ag (darais aitidla. Féadfaidh siad iarratas a
dhéanamh aistriti 6 ICT go cinealacha tacaiocht tithiochta
sdisialta eile cosil le tithiocht an Gidarais aitidil ng tithiocht
a solathar ag comhlachtai tithiochta faofa. | measc samplai
de chomhlachtai tithiochta faofa diritear Cliid, Respond agus
Tuath.

Sa chés go ndéanann faighteoir ICT iarratas ar aistrid
[aithreach bonn tar éis tosu leis an scéim ICT, Iéireoidh an
liosta aistrithe an t-am a chaith an faighteoir roimhe sin ar an
liosta feithimh. D& réir sin chuirfi an faighteoir ICT ar an liosta
aistrithe ar théarmai nach |d fabhar nd mar a mbeidis tar éis
fanacht ar an liosta feithimh.

C4 hait a bhféadfaidh mé tuilleadh eolas faoi iCT a fhail?
Chun tuilleadh eolais faoi ICT a fhail, téigh chuig laithrean
gréasain na Roinne Comhshaoil, Pobail agus Rialtais
Aititil: www.environ.ie nd chuig laithredn gréasain Eolas do
Shaoranaigh: www.citizensinformation.ie

n6 déan teagmhail le d’'tidaras aitiil.



