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The Offaly Naturalists’ Field Club Programme 
is an initiative of the Offaly Heritage Forum. 

www.offaly.ie/heritage

INFORMATION
Individuals and families are welcome. No experience

required. Please dress appropriately for outdoor

activities and bring your own refreshments.

No dogs at events please.

For further details contact the Heritage Office in Offaly

County Council on 057 9346839 or email

heritage@offalycoco.ie 

Please email heritage@offalycoco.ie if you would like

reminders about events or if you would like to be notified

about other Offaly heritage events.

Offaly County Council
Comhairle Chontae Uíbh Fhailí
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SATURDAY 27 APRIL 
Richard Heaton, Mount Saint Joseph & its Plants
11am: Meet at the church in Mount Saint Joseph.
Leader: Fiona Devery, BSBI recorder for Offaly

SUNDAY 5 MAY
A Geological Odyssey/Silver River
10.30am: Meet at Kinnitty Community Centre. 
10km walk – part of the 25th Annual Slieve Bloom Walking
Festival (4-5 hours). Bring change of footwear as walk will be
in river bed. Fee of €8 payable to Slieve Bloom Walking Festival. 
Leader: John Feehan

SATURDAY 11 MAY
Flowers and Birds of Clonmacnoise 
11am: Meet at new graveyard Clonmacnoise, narrow road in by
Cluain Chiaráin Prayer House. Chance to see Green Winged
Orchids. Bring picnic, bonus of great birdwatching area. 
Leaders: Fiona Devery & Tim O’Rourke

WEDNESDAY 22 MAY 
Exploring Dippers in Birr
International Biodiversity Day 
6pm: Meet at the Camcor Park adjacent to the weir. 
Leader: Alex Copland

WEDNESDAY 29 – THURSDAY 30 MAY 
Geashill Village Bioblitz
Noon to Noon: Based in the Old School House, the Green. 
Contact geashillttowns@gmail.com for updates.
All welcome to submit records!

SUNDAY 9 – THURSDAY 13 JUNE
Federation of Field Clubs 
Based in Birr for the 4 days. Email: honorary.secretary@dnfc.net
for full programme and booking details.

SATURDAY 15 JUNE
National Biodiversity Centre Workshop 
Get to Grips with Grasslands! – Identifying Grassland Habitats 
(in conjunction with Birr Castle Gardens and Science Centre)
10am-4pm: includes field work. Standard places will cost
€30 whilst student rates will cost €20. Book on
www.biodiversityireland.ie/events/
If you are a regular species recorder and wish to be able to enrich
your record submissions with supplementary information on
habitats then this is a workshop you’ll be interested in. Focusing
on grassland habitats, the main theme revolves around
recognising key plants, including grasses, which can assist
you in determining habitat type, based largely on the broad
classifications of various wet and dry grassland types in
Fossitt’s Guide to Habitats in Ireland.

MONDAY 1 JULY – FRIDAY 5 JULY 
The Wild World of Hedges and Walls 
Exploring the ecology and cultural significance 
of these boundary features.
Booking with heritage@offalycoco.ie. Places limited. €150.
Based in Birr Community School.
Leader: John Feehan

WEDNESDAY 3 JULY
The Swifts of Birr Town
8pm: Meet outside Dooly’s Hotel for a walk around Birr
Leader: Ricky Whelan, BirdWatch Ireland

SATURDAY 13 JULY
Explore the Biodiversity of this Developing
Cutaway Derries Bog, Lough Boora Discovery Park
11am-1pm: Meet at Turraun car park, Lough Boora Discovery
Park. Bring appropriate footwear (we will stay out of the wetter
ground!) Booking with heritage@offalycoco.ie essential 
Leader: Mark McCorry, Bord na Móna Ecology Team 

THURSDAY 22 AUGUST 
Bus Tour of Offaly LIFE Raised Bog Projects
The Living Bog is an EU-funded LIFE project restoring 12 of Ireland’s
oldest near-natural ecosystems – raised bog. Six are in Offaly. This
tour will view restoration works and trails on a number of these
sites, taking in the peatlands story past, present and future.
10am-3pm: Meet at Clara Bog Visitor Centre. Bring picnic and
wellies. Booking essential with ronan.casey@chg.gov.ie

SATURDAY 31 AUGUST 
International Bat Night
8.30pm: Meet at reception Birr Castle Gardens and Science Centre.
Booking essential with reception@birrcastle.com. €5 per person. 
Leader: Alison Delaney, Education Development Officer

SATURDAY 28 SEPTEMBER
Conifer Ramble
2.30-4.30pm: Meet at Kinnitty Castle. A ramble along the trails
in Kinnitty Forest looking at the planted and self-seeded species
of conifer present. Bring suitable clothing for the weather.
Leader: Charles Shier, Dublin Naturalists’ Field Club

SATURDAY 19 OCTOBER
Mosses and Liverworts in Glenafelly
11am-mid pm: Meet at the car park at the head of Glenafelly,
south of Kinnitty. Bring lunch, wellies and hand lens if you have one.
george.smith@blackthornecology.ie
Leader: George Smith 

SATURDAY 30 NOVEMBER
Wintering Birds at Boora
11am: Meet at the Bird Hide at Boora
Leader: Alex Copland

SATURDAY 18 JANUARY 2020
Winter Waterbirds on the Little Brosna
11am: Meet at Crank House car park, Banagher.
Chance to see large flocks of winter 
waterbirds, including Greenland 
White-fronted Geese, Black-tailed 
Godwit, Golden Plover, Pintail and swans.
Leader: Brian Caffrey, BirdWatch Ireland

Please submit your records to the National
Biodiversity Data Site. This centre collates
and monitors national information but
also keeps your records for you!
www.biodiversityireland.ie/record-
biodiversity/or download the
Biodiversity Data Centre Free App.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


