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A Word
from the
Editor
We need the arts even more during
the tough times
Sometimes the things we need the
most at a time when we need them the
most are suddenly less accessible or
less available. It’s only when we go
looking for them that we realise they are
no longer there – that ‘cuts’ have resulted
in services no longer being available.
This is the challenge that our Arts officers
and all those involved actively in the arts
face at a time of economic downturn. It
may seem like an easy option to cut
funding for the arts when every penny
counts. But, the reality is that it is actually
at times like these that we need to
increase support for creativity and at
times like these that we all can benefit
from the escapism the arts can offer.
After all, it is often noted how challenging
times actually spawn creativity and force
us to look at the world in a different way.
It is also remarkable how many events,
workshops and festivals our Arts officers
in the Midlands run for free as they
endeavour to ensure that arts are relevant
and accessible to all. Credit has to be
given to the arts officers and those in
the local communities in Longford, Westmeath,
Offaly and Laois who together work so
hard to maintain a vast array of events
while their budgets shrink.
It is worth pointing out that while the arts
is all about freedom of expression in
whatever form captures your imagination
it also contributes significantly to the coffers.
For example, Arts Council Funded
Organisations support some 3000 jobs,
generates a turnover of €192 million
and sends some €54 million back to the
Exchequer, according to the Assessment
of Economic Impact of the Arts in Ireland,
Arts and Culture Scoping Research
Project, submitted to The Arts Council by
Indecon
International
Economic
Consultants.
Then we look at the wider Arts Sector we
suddenly discover that it supports 96,000
jobs, generates a turnover of €1.8 billion
and a tax revenue of €352 million.
We need the arts today more than ever
and, while it is unfortunate that we need
to consider the sector in terms of cents
and euros, it may be that the reality that
arts equals jobs equals tax take may
just be the argument we need to make
to ensure no future cuts are made to
this sector which can truly boast that it
offers something for everyone.
Angela Madden
Editor

YOUR LOCAL ARTS OFFICERS

County Offaly
WHO: Sinead O'Reilly,
WHERE: Offaly County Council,
Charleville Road, Tullamore
CONTACT: Telephone 057 9357400
soreilly@offalycoco.ie
www.offaly.ie/arts
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County Westmeath
WHO: Catherine Kelly
WHERE: Westmeath County Council
County Buildings, Mullingar
CONTACT: Telephone 044 9332140
ckelly@westmeathcoco.ie
www.westmeathcoco.ie/arts

County Laois
WHO: Muireann Ní Chonaill
WHERE: Laois County Council,
Portlaoise, Co Laois
CONTACT: Tel: 057 8674342/44
mnichonaill@laoiscoco.ie
www.laois.ie/arts

County Longford
WHO: Fergus Kennedy
WHERE: Longford County Council,
Great Water St. Longford.
CONTACT: Tel: 043 3346231
fkennedy@longfordcoco.ie
www.longfordcoco.ie/arts_office.html

Online Community
TV Station for Crinkle
Michael Fortune has been
commissioned by Offaly County
Council to undertake a project
in Crinkle, Birr called Grove
Street TV which aims to create
an online community TV station
through a process of workshops
with young people who will
learn to film and edit news
items, animations, short
documentaries and dramas.

Street to take the opportunity
to take a reflective look at
themselves and the place in
which they live through digital
media.”
Workshops are underway in the
handball alley in Crinkle and
young people are already hard
at work learning how to use
cameras, edit footage and upload
projects online as well as coming
up with creative ideas to reflect

their community and their lives.
The artist will work with the
community up to the end of the
summer 2011 – but the project
will not end there as Michael
intends to keep Grove Street TV
on line for at least three years
and the young people can
continue to submit new material
to upload onto the site.
Check out www.grovestreet.tv.
M

The artist who has been
commissioned under the Per
Cent for Art scheme introduced
himself to the community by
distributing promotional mugs
with the website address and
details.

Michael Forturn working with traditional singers on the Wild Bees Nest project.

ABOUT THE ARTIST
extensively both nationally and
internationally in galleries, off-site
presentations and as single-screen
presentations in film and video art
festivals.
He has been the recipient of many
awards and commissions including
the Spirit of Darklight Award at the
2009 Darklight Festival in Dublin
and as joint first-prize winner at the
Claremorris Open Exhibition in 2006,
2007 and 2008. Recent exhibitions
include a solo exhibition at Peer,
London and a touring exhibition of

his video work An Anthology of Others to
eleven art spaces throughout Ireland.
He is currently working with artist
Aileen Lambert on a new project
entitled The Wild Bees Nest which is
being supported by The Arts Council
of Ireland in conjunction with The
Bealtaine Festival, The National
Library of Ireland and the Irish
Traditional Music Archive. M
For more information see
www.thewildbeesnest and
www.michaelfortune.ie.

GOSPEL RISING MUSIC FESTIVAL COMES TO LAOIS
The
Gospel
Rising Music
Festival was
held for the
first time in
Ennis last May
where it was a
huge success
and now the
push is on to
make Gospel Rising even bigger
and better in 2011 – and this year
the festival is coming to
Portlaoise!
As a result, all gospel music
enthusiasts are being called upon

CULTURE Night
2011 is coming
back to Westmeath
for the second
year in a bid to
showcase the
county’s talent by
offering locals a vast selection of
events for free and Westmeath
County Council are hoping this
year will be even bigger and
better! Only Dublin offered more
events than Westmeath last year.

The idea is that the one day event
on Friday, September 23 will turn
each town in the county into an
accessible cultural venue and offer
people of all ages and persuasions
the chance to experience culture
in various forms including dancing,
family fun, music, poetry, lectures,
art, drama and sport to name
only a few – for free.

He explained: “Grovestreet.tv
allows the residents of Grove

In much of his video work the camera
remains static and he does not
attach a commentary or analysis to
the images but instead allows them
to be presented as primary source
material. His work has been exhibited

FIND IT ALL FOR FREE
AT WESTMEATH
CULTURE NIGHT

As Westmeath gears up for
Culture Night 2011 the mix of
events from drama to music and
performance art to exhibitions
will transform the county into a
cultural hive of activity in the
hope that everyone will open
their eyes to what is on offer
around them.

Michael claims that “since the
advent of the internet, access to
produce and present the moving
image has been transformed,
and conventional TV stations
now compete for viewers
online".

Michael Fortune was born in rural
County Wexford in 1975. His work
borrows from the popular conventions
of home video and snap photography
and in many ways his work can be
seen as growing out of a tradition
of social documentary and
anthropological film.

Briefs

to join in the festival in a bid to
celebrate the continued rising of
gospel music in Ireland.
Anyone – whether in one of Ireland’s
growing number of gospel choirs or
are an individual who wants to sing
and experience this genre of
gospel music for the weekend – is
welcome in Portlaoise for the
festival which runs from May 6 – 8.
The festival is being organised and
run by a team of volunteers belonging to
several different choirs from all
over Ireland who see the need for a
social, educational and fun event to
bring together lovers of gospel

music from all over the country to
learn from each other as well as
form networks and friendships.
The festival is built around a series
of workshops encompassing gospel
music styles, repertoire, choreography
and soloist technique, full day band
workshops and technical aspects
of choirs such as sound, production
and planning.
The event will culminate in a gig
which showcases Ireland’s many
gospel music styles.
For more information and booking
sign up at www.gospelrising.com

Catherine Kelly, Westmeath
County Council Arts Officer said:
“This is the second time that
Culture Night will take place in
County Westmeath and so we are
very excited about the event as
last year we had the largest
number of events outside Dublin.
We really hope that as many
people as possible take advantage
of the occasion to check out arts
and culture activities which are
of particular interest to them.
“I would like to thank all the groups
from across the county who were
involved last year and we are
hoping that they will come on
baord again to put on an event
or show in their area. The wealth
of activities on offer means that
our programme really will have
something for everybody to enjoy
– the young and the not so young.”
Anyone interested in taking part
in the programme and be included
in the official brochure should
forward details of their event
including the time and venue
and return to the westmeath arts
office by Friday, May 20 at 5pm.
The event is part sponsored by
the Department of Arts, Heritage
& the Gaeltacht and is an initiative
of the Temple Bar Cultural Trust.
For more information contact
Catherine Kelly, Arts Officer
Westmeath County Council by calling
044 9332140, checking out
www.westmeathcoco.ie/arts or
emailing ckelly@westmeathcoco.ie.
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Composer Vincent Kennedy has begun a
community music project in Kilcormac with the
intention of working with local musicians, singers
and other interested people to compose a new
musical work for and about Kilcormac.

Vincent Kennedy
Makes Music in
Kilcormac
Vincent launched the project with
a free concert by the multi-awardwinning Rathfarnham Concert Band in
February and has since been
working with school and community
groups to discuss ideas and
establish a local musical team
to work with.
Speaking about the project
Vincent said: “I am relishing
writing music about the people
and place of Kilcormac, its history
and its environs and working with
the community bringing all their
talents together to be part of the
creation of this new work.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER...
Vincent Kennedy was born in Dublin
and studied trumpet at CBS Westland
Row, the Royal Irish Academy of Music
and the DIT Conservatory of Music.
Vincent is self taught as a composer
and has written for orchestral, chamber,
instrumental and vocal combinations
and been commissioned to write music
by amongst others: RTÉ, Wexford County
Council, Donegal County Council, Meath
County Council, Offaly County Council
and the Peace II and Peace III initiatives.
His music has been performed by the RTÉ
Concert Orchestra, Dublin Philharmonic

“I hope the work will always say
something beautiful about the
people and place of Kilcormac
that is its source and inspiration
whenever and wherever e it is
performed in whole or in part.”
The project will culminate in a
performance and recording of the
new work and free copies of the
CD will be gifted to the community.
The project is being funded by
Offaly County Council under
Department of Environment
Community and Local Government’s
Per Cent for Art scheme.
Orchestra (in a 47 city tour of USA),
the Garda Band, the Army No 1 Band,
Rathfarnham Concert Band, County
Donegal and County Wexford Youth
Orchestras and Cantando and numerous
symphonic wind ensembles, brass and
pipe bands throughout Ireland, Europe,
USA and Canada.
On July 12 Vincent’s Dublin – Overture
to my City will be performed by the
National Symphony Orchestra in the
National Concert Hall.
His two major works of recent years The
Hook – A Place and A People (2005) and
The Winds of Change (2007) are being
regularly performed in whole or in part.

Synergy & Light

EDge Photo © Hugh Glendinning/The Place

Major Coup for Birr
Theatre and Arts Centre
EDge, the performance company of the London Contemporary
Dance School, will take in Birr on the final date of its 2011
European Tour - a major coup for Birr Theatre and Arts Centre.
The 12 dancers from EDge will
perform some of the most exciting
works from choreographers across
the UK and Europe including Martin
Forsbergs Braid and a revival of
Jeremy James’ signature work My
Big Pants.

as an ensemble across different
styles.

The company has established a
reputation for presenting engaging
and diverse dance performances
by young professional dancers and
this tour represents the culmination
of a year long programme working

The performance at Birr Theatre
and Art Centre takes place on
Saturday, July 16. To book call
057 0122911 or see
www.birrtheatre.com

Dancers from all over the world
attend the London Contemporary
Dance School and this tour includes
performers from France, Australia,
Brazil, Korea, Greece and Italy.

M

THE ATHLONE DANCE FESTIVAL
by Suzanne Hogan
How do we dance...Let us count the
ways...There is thy hip hop, thy salsa,
thy jazz, thy tap, thy breakdance, thy
contemporary...Thy movement is infinite,
endless. A cascading synergous,
expression of the light of creativity.

Councils, brought vibrant, international
dance acts to the Midlands.

From young to old dance is a way to
express, to blow off steam, to get fit, to
find joy, to captivate, to enlighten... and
so Synergy and Light was born.

As part of the programme, a Dancer-inResidence programme was established
offering workshops to the public,
regardless of ability, with a leading
choreographer in the months leading up
to the festival and incorporating a
performance in the prestigious event.
The very first Vibrate, under the guidance
of Niamh gave birth to the Athlone
Dance Company.

The original concept for a dance
festival in Westmeath began with
Vibrate in 2006 – the brainchild of
Irish Choreographer/Dancer Niamh Ní
Condron. This festival, shared jointly with
Westmeath and Roscommon County

As a performer, teacher and artist,
Vibrate gave me the platform to expand my
art. To explore previously uncharted reaches
of my creativity and to extend the
boundaries of my artistic world. This
led to a collaboration on a project with
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American Choreographer Jeannine
Maguire-Lowry and Irish Choreographer
Rionach Ni Neill. This project funded by
the Westmeath County Council and the
Per Cent for Arts Scheme, worked in
conjunction with Brawny Estate in
Athlone and focused on teaching the
children, via movement and dance, to
be their own artists. The process was
christened Synergy and Light.
In working on this project and also in
Vibrate, it struck me what a powerful
artform dance is. It also struck me just
how afraid people were to dance –
especially boys – so in the last several
years of teaching I have been demystifing
the idea of dance and returning it to
the realm of play and lightness to

encourage creativity and expression.
This got me thinking, imagine a dance
festival for the people by the people –
a celebration of all movement – and so
the next incarnation of Synergy and
Light took shape.
The Athlone Dance Festival Synergy
and Light which took place in April is a
one day event and featured dancers
from around the region. Athlone native
Orla Shine performed alongside
Attitude Dance school, the Athlone
Dance Company, Zumba maestro
Vanessa Vanderbulcke and much
much more.
M

For further information contact
Suzane Hogan on 086 74164

Briefs
Laois Youth Theatre
Ages 15 Years
by Áine Caulfield
Youth Theatre Co-ordinator,
Portlaoise & Rathdowney
Laois Youth Theatre has been
running in the county for more than
15 years and is still going strong
with four groups around the county –
Portlaoise, Stradbally, Portarlington
and Rathdowney. In fact, this Laois
Youth Theatre term looks more
exciting than ever with Portlaoise
Youth Theatre organising a Laois
Youth Theatre Re-union to celebrate
over 15 years of Laois Youth Theatre.
This season will also see a visit
from a special guest facilitator
Raymond Keane of Barabbas
Theatre and Artist in Residence
with the Dunamaise Arts Centre.
Also, Stradbally Youth Theatre will
showcase their work at the grand
opening of the Stradbally Library in
May and all of the Laois Youth
Theatres will be joining together in
an exchange to share what they
have been working on.
Laois Youth Theatre provides local
young people with weekly workshops to
develop their skills and the platform
to perform and to have fun with
drama. Laois Youth Theatre is not
just about producing plays, the
process involved is considered equally
as important as the finished product.
When members are asked why they
like youth theatre so much the typical
answer is that they have fun and
make friends there. Parents and
guardians see other advantages,
often commenting on their child’s
increased confidence and enthusiasm
for drama. The young people are
developing skills they don’t even
realise through their participation in
an activity they love. These skills
include, but are not limited to, skills
essential for theatre, such as confidence,
communication, articulation, co-ordination,
concentration, memory, problem
solving, leadership, teamwork, public
speaking, storytelling, voice projection
and acting – to name just a few.

Essentially youth theatre is about
play, not only putting on a play but
about playing. Every week during
the school term dozens of young
people meet up at their local Laois
Youth Theatre and play games. But
these are not just any games; these are
exercises designed to enhance skills
essential for theatre and the games
are skilfully layered by the youth
theatre co-ordinator to enhance the
drama, increase the difficulty and
ultimately create a dynamic and
challenging workshop where the
members can excel as individuals
and as a group as they explore their
own imagination.
Laois Youth Theatre puts on shows,
participates in local and national
festivals, community and cultural
events, exchanges, field trips, specialist
workshops and other activities.
In the past year alone Laois Youth
Theatre staged a promenade-style
showcase in the grounds of Emo
Court; a number of members
attended in the National Youth
Theatre Festival in Wexford; Stradbally
Youth Theatre joined forces with RTE’s
Swede Me and created two short films;
many Laois Youth Theatre members
auditioned and some were cast in
film and TV; Portarlington Youth
Theatre enchanted an audience with
a performance of Trees and Leaves
and Me at the Leaves Literary

Festival in the newly opened and
ultramodern Mountmellick Library;
Philippa Donnellan, Director with
CoisCeim provided a wonderful
workshop which tied in with the
production of Fawn/As You Are
which Laois Youth Theatre members
attended and Laois Youth Theatre
gave an award winning performance
during the St Patrick’s Day
festivities in Portlaoise!
For more information about upcoming
performances or on how to join
Laois Youth Theatre please contact
the Arts Office, Laois County Council
on 057 8674342/41 or
email artsoff@laoiscoco.ie, check out
www.laois.ie/LeisureandCulture/Arts
/Drama/LaoisYouthTheatre/ or see
www.facebook.com/laoisyouththeatre
New Members are always welcome!
M

VARIED 2011 EXHIBITION
PROGRAMME IN ÁRAS
AN CHONTAE
MARCH
Willie Redmond, Home Truths:
An exhibition of new paintings by
the Edenderry artist which are
inspired by the peat lands and
waterways of Offaly.
See www.willieredmond.ie

APRIL
Siobhan McCormack:
A collection of paintings focusing
on the theme of vibrant meadows
alongside representations of
Offaly’s monastic heritage.

MAY
Anam Beo:
A fundraising exhibition featuring
work by participants on the Anam
Beo, arts in health programme,
together with local and national
artists. All work is for sale at the
nominal price of €50 and the artist
is unidentifiable until after purchase.
All proceeds will go towards the
project and ensure that as many
people in long term health care in
Offaly have access to this programme
which, it has been reported, has
had notable benefits to their mental
and physical well being.
See www.anambeo.com

JUNE
Michael Bulfin
The renowned artist who is originally
from Offaly returns to his home county
with a new collection of paintings.
Michael came to the fore nationally
with ground-breaking contemporary
sculptures in the 1970’s and 80’s.
He went on to be the Chairperson of
the Sculpture Society of Ireland.

JULY
Offaly County Council Staff
Photography Exhibition:
The third annual photographic exhibition
by staff in Offaly County Council.

SEPTEMBER

PUBLIC ART COMMISSIONS
N7 Road Projects
Laois County Council, in partnership with North Tipperary County Council
and Offaly County Council, wish to invite submissions for the following
two-stage competitions under the Per Cent for Art Scheme.
N7/M8 Portlaoise – Castletown – Budget Available €55,000
N7 Castletown – Nenagh – Budget Available €55,000
These commissions have arisen under the Per Cent for Art Scheme in
association with the above road development projects funded by The
NRA and led by Laois County Council in partnership with North Tipperary
County Council and Offaly County Council.
More details: Application forms and brief available from: The Arts Office, Laois County
Council, Áras an Chontae, Portlaoise, Co Laois. Telephone: 057 8674342/44

Community & Enterprise Exhibition:
The C&E section of Offaly County
Council will showcase the extent of
their community remit with information
on The County Development Board,
Comhairle na nÓg, Sports Partnership
and Economic Development Office.

OCTOBER
Patricia Hurl:
An exhibition of new paintings by
the renowned artist and lecturer
who is now living in Offaly.

DECEMBER
Siobhan Bulfin:
An exhibition of paintings, drawings
and bronze sculptures by this Offaly
artist whose work focuses on her
passion for horses.
5

Since 2007, Julie has worked with Laois
arts office as one of three Youth Theatre
Co-ordinators. She has also facilitated
Drama and Storytelling, Story-making
and Story Weaving Artist in Residence
programmes in schools in County Laois
as part of the County Laois Arts Service
Artist in Schools programme.
From 2009-2005, Julie worked as the
County Kildare Libraries and Arts
Services Storyteller in Residence.

Julie Duane having fun with Infants at Timahoe NS during the Laois Arts Office funded Residency.

HUGGING HUGGABLES
When invited to conduct an arts
residency at a rural school in County
Laois, drama expert Julie Duane
decided to make use of what matters
most to every young child – their
favourite teddy!
In doing so, the innovative tutor, together
with 70 Timahoe NS children aged from
five to eight, embarked on a delightful
journey of fact, fiction and fantasy.
Throughout the eight week-long
Huggables residency, the school
population swelled as a Noah’s Ark
of furry creatures ranging from alligators
to bears accompanied their loving
owners to school.
While process was all important in this
project the end-product was also very
impressive as it facilitated the creation
of a series of podcasts as well as a
hand-crafted wall hanging.
As an educator with many years’
experience, Miss Duane realised the
importance of involving the students in
leading the direction of the workshops
from the outset.
“Engaging with and taking ownership of
the project was the key,” she explained,
“as well as keeping central each child’s
personal experience.”

In the Junior Infants’ room, Julie led the
children to create stories for sharing
with their Huggables, and with their
families and friends, using puppets,
story-sacks and dance.

needs and abilities. We are very grateful
to her, and to the Arts Office for funding
the project,” he enthused.

The Senior Infants opted to take on the
role as teacher for their Huggables. Six
year old Andy Delaney spoke about
teaching his Huggable Puss in Boots
how to swim, do back flips and kung-fu,
while his friend James Foyle taught his
teddy Mr Snuggles how to do his sums.

Principal Enda Hickey said everyone at
the school was amazed and impressed
with the residency which was funded by
the Arts Office of Laois County Council.
“This was a wonderful Arts Residency.
Julie was incredibly tuned in to the
children and their varying strengths,

She has worked as a presenter, researcher
and actor in both RTÉ radio and television,
and local stations.
As an actress Theatre Highlights include:
Peer Gynt, Barbican, London; National
Theatre Norway; Ginza Saizon Theatre,
Toyko; Manchester Theatre; The Threepenny
Opera, Gate Theatre, Dublin and Grease,
Olympia Theatre, Dublin. She appeared
in two Dublin Theatre Festival shows and
numerous productions in Andrew’s Lane
Theatre and has been part of touring
productions in Ireland. She currently
lives in Monasterevin, Co. Kildare
See www.julieduane.ie for more.

“My Huggable Patch gets really hyper,”
said Daire McDonald, age seven, “so I
taught him to relax and to sit down.”
In the first and second class rooms the
children chose journeys as the theme.
They progressed from bringing their
Huggables to real places in Timahoe to
bringing them to a customised Tir na
nÓg – the gates of which could be found
in nearby Fossey Woods. “It was great
fun,” recalled eight-year-old Aisling Cooney,
“especially all the drama games”.

As Director of Little Acorn Workshop
Company, Julie facilitates Drama in
Education courses for all age ranges,
from primary to third level and also adult
and community education. She has 30
years’ experience in the drama field and
holds the following qualifications: Masters in
Education (Trinity College Dublin), H Dip in
Adult and Community Education (NUI)
Diploma in Chemical Engineering, teachers
and actors qualifications from the London
Guildhall College Music, LLCM TD, ALCM.
She also trained in The College of Music,
Dublin now known as The Conservatoire
of Music and Drama.

Dylan Grouse
enjoying Julie Duane’s
Huggables worshops at
Timahoe NS.

ABOUT JULIE DUANE
Since 2005, Julie has narrated, shared
and created stories with more than
20,000 children. She specialises
in facilitating the craft and skills of
storytelling, story-making and story
sharing. She continues to be part of
the Kildare Arts Services Artist in
Schools programme and works as
a storyteller in libraries. She facilitates
drama, paper craft and themed workshops
in libraries in counties Kildare and Meath.

WRITE ON!
Following on from the success of the
youth literary project in Birr in 2010
where 15 teenagers participated in
creative writing workshops, the group
are reforming under the stewardship
of author Caroline Barry.
In an effort to find new ways to share
their work, other than the usual print
media, the young people opted to
participate in an open mic session for
friends and family that was filmed and
uploaded to You Tube.
The weekly sessions will again take place
in Birr Library, and while the outcome
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of the 2011 sessions is as yet undecided
the young people aim to continue to
develop their skills while deciding on
innovative ways to make their work public.
“The enthusiasm of the students and
the quality of work they produced last
year was fantastic. The energy of the
group, the ideas they came up with and
their willingness to experiment and
explore style meant that by the end of
2010 I had 40,000 words to edit! That is
remarkable. In all my time teaching I
have never had that quantity of work to
edit in so short a period. It was very
encouraging for me as a teacher to

meet with such dedication” said
Caroline Barry.

Library and Arts Services and funded
by the Art’s Council.

This creative writing project is a
partnership initiative between Offaly

For more information contact
arts@offalycoco.ie.

Briefs

The End of the
Reel Catches
Imagination
The End of the Reel, winner of
the 2010 FilmOffaly/Filmbase
award, has its premier at Birr
Theatre and Arts Centre on
April 29.
Starring John Boland and John
Colliary the short film tells the story
of the lengths Edward (John Boland)
will go to reconnect with his late wife.
Shot on location in Kilcormac, Blue
Ball and in Birr Theatre and Arts
Centre in January 2011, Blinder Films
received much support from local film
enthusiasts who helped out as extras.
Ailish Bracken writer and director of
the End of the Reel said: “It is always
nerve-wracking to see how an

audience will receive a film that we
have worked so hard on and invested
so much energy in – especially the
local audience who were involved in
making the film – so we are delighted
with the reaction and extremely grateful
for the opportunity that this award has
given us.”
Ailish and her team will now go on to
submit the film for official selection at
film festivals nationally and internationally.
The 2009 winner of the award
Noreen continues to do well on the
film festival circuit, having won best
short drama at the Galway Film
Fleadh, being nominated for an IFTA
and won Directors Choice at the
recent Washington Irish Film Festival!

Bernard Canavan
Exhibition for Laois
Bealtaine Festival

O CRICKLEWOOD,
O CRICKLEWOOD:
Images of the Post-WWII
London Irish.
The selection for the 2011 award is
underway and Chairperson of
FilmOffaly, Cllr Molly Buckley, said:
“This award is an important part of
promoting Offaly as a film-friendly
county and we are delighted with the
extent of support that local people
extend to visiting production
companies.
“We wish Blinder Films every
success with the End of the Reel and
have no doubt it will do well on the
festival circuit.”
For more information on FilmOffaly and
the End of the Reel contact
www.filmoffaly.ie and
www.blinderfilms.ie
M

New Photography
Education Programme
for Longford
A fascinating new photography education programme
introduced right across County Longford aims to create
better visual awareness among the students.
The Midland College of Photography, a
partnership between Longford County
Council Arts Office and County Longford
VEC Adult Education Office established to
promote the development of photography,
has taken photography education into
Longford secondary schools.
According to County Arts Officer, Fergus
Kennedy: “Our objective in introducing
this programme is to develop a student’s
visual awareness, to spark their interest
in digital photography, to point interested
students towards careers in the
burgeoning photography and digital
multi-media industry and to encourage
students to develop an interest in a
positive and enjoyable pastime.”

and has extensive teaching experience.
The transition year students in five
secondary schools are actively involved
in the programme.
The schools stretch from Moyne
Community School and Cnoc Mhuire
Granard in the north of the county through
Templemichael Community College and
St Mel’s College in Longford town, to
the Mercy Convent in Ballymahon in
the south of the county.
Each school receives a two hour visit
once a week from the Photographer-inresidence during which she works with

the students to train them to develop
their visual awareness and their powers
of observation, to understand the physical
mechanics of the digital camera and to
understand the techniques of portrait,
still life and landscape photography.
“The main benefit for the students would
be to create a better visual awareness. I
do all the technical elements of
photography with them, but the main goal
would be to make them more visually
aware of their surroundings and every
day life, and to put more of an artistic
approach to photography,” said Shelley.

County Longford VEC Adult Education
provided the necessary camera
equipment and the County Arts Office
supported the appointment of local
Longford photographer Shelley Corcoran
as Photographer in Residence.
Shelley is a BA Fine Art (Photography)
graduate from the Dun Laoghaire Institute
of Art, Design & Technology. She has
established her own photography practice
in Longford, works with the local media
Shelley Corcoran facilitator of The Longford Schools Photography Programme with students
from The Mercy Convent Ballymahon.

The Arts Office, Laois County
Council is hosting an exhibition
of paintings by Bernard Canavan
which will be officially opened
by artist Brendan Deacy on
Thursday May 12, 7.30pm in
Áras an Chontae, as part of the
Laois Bealtaine Festival
Programme.
Bernard Canavan’s paintings
portray the dislocation and
alienation experienced by Irish
emigrants in the post WWII
decades when some 850,000
people ‘took the boat’.
His pictures depict the homesickness and often make-do
lives of men and women who left
their family parish where everyone
knew everyone else, and found
themselves in one of the great
anonymous conurbations of
Britain.
Canavan explores, with
sympathy, that world of London
pubs and bed-sits, building sites
and dance halls, annual summer
fortnights in Ireland and weekly
remittances to struggling families
back home – for he experienced
himself.
For many it was steep learning
curve in which, like the Ireland
they left, they gradually
abandoned the religious-based,
nationalist beliefs of their
childhood, and adopted instead
the more pragmatic values of
modernity.
Not every emigrant was able to
make this journey and there were
casualties on the way, but what
was clear to many – if not most –
was that remaining at home was
not a option which in today’s
bankrupt Ireland with its
increasing unemployment is
bound to strike a chord with
many an Irish Mother.
His work is influenced by
German Expressionism and the
contemporary Scottish
figurative school.
A spokesperson for The Laois
Arts Office said they wanted to
acknowledge the financial
support of the Arts Council in
making the Arts Programme
possible.
For further details contact:
The Arts Office, Laois County
Council, Áras an Chontae,
Portlaoise.
Tel: 057 8674342/44
email: artsoff@laoiscoco.ie
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OFFALY CELEBRATES
EIGHTH BEALTAINE

Saturday
morning
music
club a

Bealtaine, the festival which celebrates
creativity in older age, is underway
in Offaly during May. Now in its eight
year in the county, Bealtaine has
grown from a handful of low key
events to a programme of some 30
events across the county, which have
been developed by active retirement
groups, the Arts and Library services
of Offaly County Council and Birr
Theatre and Arts Centre.

big hit
by Thomas Lyons
Keeping traditional music vibrant in the
midlands has always been a challenge
for those involved in the genre. The
test is to encourage young people to
appreciate the form and to recognise
the unique place it has in our culture.
Six years ago Pauline Flood proceeded
to create a musical environment that
would have a social dimension to foster
the traditional musical scene in her
native Edgeworthstown.
In the intervening years the 2006
Longford Person of the Year has
introduced a large number of young
people from the hinterland of the town
to banjo, mandolin, flute, bodhran,
tin whistle, ceilí and pop/rock drums,
guitar, button accordion and fiddle.
Pauline said that she identified the
possibility of establishing the club
because of the interest show by young
local children.
“At the time my children were becoming
young adults. They were musically very
talented and were able to play a

number of instruments. The idea came
about when my son was approached by
a number of people to give lessons, so I
thought there must be a way to encourage
these young people to make use of free
time on a Saturday morning and develop
their musical talents.”
The Saturday morning Music Club was
thus born and there are now up to
seventy children involved in the club.
Pauline said that community support
makes the club possible – “The children
are mostly from Edgeworthstown, but
there are also a large number from
Rathowen, Ardagh, Clonbrony, Legan
and even further afield. The club is made
possible thanks to the assistance of
a number of adult volunteers. We are
dependent on around 12 volunteers
to keep the club going.”
The obvious impetus for the club is
the music, but there is also a
significant community aspect to it
“I love music and I believe that all children
should have a chance to learn a musical
instrument. The young people do not
get enough exposure to music in many
national schools. I really believe that it

should be part of the curriculum.
“It enriches the lives of the children
and gives them a skill that they take
through life; it creates a bond with
other people who love music and aids
their wider communication skills.”
As with any voluntary group the ongoing
difficulties with support is always an issue
“We have received a couple of small
grants and the VEC and Foróige have
given us assistance, but it is always a
struggle. There are a number of individuals
who have made contributions, but without
the help of the volunteers it would not
be possible to keep the club going.”
One of the highlights for the students
is the opportunity to participate in the
concerts arranged by the club. They
recently held one for Seachtain na
Gaeilge.
Pauline said that it was a great
success: “It was not about being a ‘top
class’ concert, it is about giving the
young musicians who are starting out a
chance to experience the thrill of
performing before an audience. The
beginners got the most out of it and it
M

Emo NS Art Commission Set for Launch
Emo National School Per Cent for Art commission is scheduled for completion by the end of May 2011 with
an official launch and performance at Emo NS.
This commission was divided between
the visual arts and contemporary music
and awarded to visual artist, Caroline
Conway and composer Dr Greg Caffrey
for the creation of a site specific artwork
for the new school building and a
contemporary music piece to mark
this new chapter for Emo NS.
While it is not a collaboration,
coincidentally but not surprisingly,
both projects have connecting
concepts around local heritage
and Emo’s natural beauty.
Since last October both Caroline and
Greg have been working with the school
through a series of visits and workshops
initially to develop ideas with the
children, teachers and staff at Emo but,
also, importantly to create interactions
and connections to gain an understanding
and sense of place such as ‘what does
it mean to be from Emo at this time?’
These workshops and visits provide the
opportunity for Emo NS to work directly
with and see how professional artists
and composers incorporate responses
in their approaches and working methods
be it a drawing, informed by a thought,
collective experience, a sound created
or recorded.
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Such responses can already be seen
in Caroline’s artwork entitled Places
we Love to Be, Things we Love to Do.
This artwork is a carved low relief
woodcut which is painted, inked and
sealed. Caroline has already completed
a number of panels for this artwork
which is taking the form of a pathway,
emanating not only the pathways around
Emo Court but also representing the
pathways in education and a child’s
growing knowledge of their surrounding
world as they progress through
primary school.
There was also great excitement
following a recent studio visit by sixth
class to Caroline in Killyon, Birr, County
Offaly as the children were given a
preview of some completed panels.
Caroline was able to show how their
drawings informed her thought process
and, in some cases, are referenced
within the work.
While there, sixth class also got an
introduction to Jock Nichol, Caroline’s
partner who is a painter and who works
in the adjoining studio. He talked about
his sketches and preparatory painting
as well as showing the finished works
based on the familiar landscapes of

the Slieve Bloom Mountains and local
bog lands.
ON A MUSICAL NOTE
Emo NS was very keen to express the
importance of music to the school
community and now is home to a group
of 50 strong budding musicians who have
been working with Greg experimenting
with the creation of new sounds.
As a contemporary music composer,
Greg wanted to work with the children
in a way that would also broaden their
contemporary music appreciation
while also having a lot of fun.
During his last visit, Greg did some voice
recordings with the children where they
recollected stories from the old school
together with their experience and thoughts
on their new environment and it is intended
that this voice element will be layered
within the final composition.
ABOUT THE ARTISTS
To see images of the work in progress,
you can follow online, on Caroline’s
blog www.emonsart.weebly.com.
You can listen to other works by Greg
on HYPERLINK www.gregcaffrey.com.

BIDDY STARS IN
FRUITCAKE
Some of the highlights
include Fruitcake a
short play performed by
Mary McEvoy
(renowned for her
role as Biddy in Glenroe) about the
reminiscing of a middle aged woman
over the mixing bowl. Fruitcake is
showing on Thursday, May 26 at 3pm in
Clara Family Resource Centre and
8pm that evening in Birr Theatre
and Arts Centre.
SNAP UP A SECRET
Then an exhibition by Anam Beo in
Áras an Chontae features more than
60 paintings by participants in the
arts in health programme alongside
renowned local and national artists.
Each painting is a mere 20cm by
20cm and none are identifiable by
a signature so the purchaser won’t
know the identity of the artist until
after they have snapped up one of
the works which cost €50. This is
a unique opportunity to try to acquire
a work by a renowned artist for a
small sum, while raising much
needed funds to keep the Anam Beo
programme up and running. The
exhibition runs until the end of May.
OFFALY COOKS
UP A STORM
Those over 55 in
Offaly have also
been invited to contribute to a book
entitled Remedies and Recipes, stories
from the Offaly kitchen table which
will be launched towards the end of
May. The book aims to capture some
of the unique cures and cookery
know-how that is passed through
generations and importantly the
story behind each one. Sinead
O’Reilly, Arts Officer explained:
“We feel it is important to record
and preserve these gems; they are
reflective of a generation who value
the wisdom of nature and nurture.
The stories behind these remedies
and recipes remind us that the art
of a good yarn goes along way to
preserve these memories.”
She added that all involved were
“extremely grateful” to everyone who
generously shared their remedies and
recipes and contributed to the book.
ACTION PACKED
CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
There are
many other events throughout the
month including evenings of song and
dance, exhibitions and much more.
For a full copy of the programme
call to your local library, download
it from www.offaly.ie or contact the
arts office on 057 9357400.
Email: arts@offalycoco.ie
IN OLDER AGE
CELEBRATING CREATIVITY

Longford Man
Releases CD
Not even a severed finger could keep Londford man
Peter Carberry from his much loved music box.

was cut, but painful in that I knew the
damage that I had done musically.”
He turned to the banjo, and despite
being an accomplished player in a band
called Toss the Feathers, he always
hankered for a return to the box.
“I got really frustrated and depressed
because I couldn’t play (the box). I went
to see a very famous musician down in
Galway, Mairtin O’Connor and he said to
try a different method of playing, the old

“First thing I thought of was
the music – my box. For a long
time after that it was painful,
not because it was cut, but
painful in that I knew the
damage that I had done
musically.”
style. Eventually I got back into it, but it
takes a lot of extra time to get it right,
especially with difficult tunes.”
Thankfully he regained his skilful and
natural ability to dance his figures around
the keys and buttons to produce the
wonderful sound that can be found on
his latest CD Traditional Music from
County Longford (a follow-up to his first
CD, Memories of the Holla), recorded
in Paul Gurney’s Studios in Longford.

“Music should be played with feeling,
heart and soul, and if you can play with
those three, you’re grand,” remarked
Peter Carberry, speaking from his Kenagh
home about his latest CD release.

Peter told the Midlands Art and Culture
Magazine that people used to come to his
house from all over the county, famous
musicians and there would late nights
of music.

Peter, a box player of some renown, is
a straight-talker when it comes to his
life-long passion – traditional Irish music.

“There used to be a good collection of
musicians, particularly in Newtowncashel,
where there were 12 or 14 top class
musicians. Relations of the famous Sean
Keane are from Newtowncashel – the
Casey’s. There’s hardly anyone playing
there now. I don’t know whether it’s to
do with teaching or modern culture.”

“There used to be a good
collection of musicians,
particularly in Newtowncashel,
where there were 12 or 14 top
class musicians. Relations of
the famous Sean Keane are
from Newtowncashel – the
Casey’s. There’s hardly anyone
playing there now. I don’t know
whether it’s to do with
teaching or modern culture.”
He learned to play the box, or accordion,
at the tender age of nine at his grandparents’
house, just two fields away from where
he now lives in a place called The Holla.
Given that his father Kevin and his
Uncle Peter were top class musicians,
it was little surprise that his path in life
would be steered by music.
“I learned my music off him (uncle Peter)
and my father. I started my music when I
was about nine years of age in The
Halla, where my grandparents lived.
“There used to be an old single row
melodeon accordion and I used to be
quietly trying to pick up some notes
from it, but eventually my Grandfather and
Granny started me off playing the music.
“My father and Uncle used to be playing
around the area at dances and crossroad
céilís at the time. Music was in the house
so it was easy to pick it up, once it was
in you. There was no such thing as Sky
television or anything like that.

Peter revealed that he sometimes gets
quite animated and frustrated, particularly,
about “the lack of soul and heart in
the music being played in sessions”.
He cites a recent example of playing
with a Clare musician Siobhan Peoples,
a famous flute player from West Limerick,
as an example of how music should be
played. “Playing with someone like her
is completely different. It’s electrifying.
You start to do things that you wouldn’t
do in a regular session. You feel the energy
in their music, and their personality
comes out through their music.”
Having spent a long period of his life in
Manchester, as a result of emigration,
Peter says the schools should be
teaching a lot more.
“The schools could do a lot more. I don’t
know why they wouldn’t. The schools in
England have traditional music classes. I
can’t understand why they wouldn’t
have that here.”
It was in Manchester that his life almost
took a change for the worse. Working
on a site one day, a week before he was
due to play in the All-Ireland in Listowel,
in the senior competition, an accident
severed the top of the middle finger on
his right hand.
“First thing I thought of was the music –
my box,” he recalled. “For a long time
after that it was painful, not because it

Described by one critic as “an album of
deeply rooted, unhurried and glorious
sets of Irish music”, Peter said that it's
a CD that's a long time in the making.
“I was preparing it for a long time in my
head. We used to play the tunes going
back years ago, and I was trying to put
into it what we put in to back then.
“I just wanted to make a CD and play it
with heart and soul.”
“We tried to capture the sound off the
real old Horner Accordion that I play. The
mechanism in them is real old – going
back to the 40s – and we wanted to
capture that real old box sound, rather
than going overboard with over-production.”
Looking to the year ahead, he has no
plans to record any time in the near
future, but notes that there’s a few more
Carberry musicians in the offing, with
his sons and daughters all showing
great promise.
There’s life in the traditional music in
Longford yet. M

Summer Arts
Programme 2011
The Arts Office, Laois County
Council has announced another
programme of Summer Arts
Workshops throughout the county in
July. The programme includes a mix
of activities including arts & crafts,
pottery, creative writing and music
for children and young people.
Full details and bookings forms are now
available from
The Arts Office, Laois County Council,
Áras an Chontae, Portlaoise, Co Laois.
Telephone: 057 8674342/41
Fax: 057 8674382
Email: artsoff@laoiscoco.ie

Briefs
OFFLINE FILM
FESTIVAL RERUNS
The second OFFline film festival will
be launched on Saturday, July 9 at
this year’s Galway Film Fleadh. The
OFFline festival will reappear this
Autumn from Thursday, October 13
to Sunday, October 16. The inaugural
festival made a splash last year as
many Birr locals pitched in as cast
and crew on the various filmmaking
teams. And the sequel looks set to
surpass expectations with the number
of teams participating this year,
screenings and workshops likely to
double. The festival will also branch
out to Tullamore and is expected to
make an appearance in other Offaly
locations with acting and camera
workshops taking place over the
course of the summer. The official
launch of this year’s festival will coincide with the screening of last year’s
OFFline winner The Sandeman Man
by Carla Mooney in Galway’s Town
Hall Theatre.
For more information on the launch
and upcoming workshops, see
www.offlinefilmfestival.com,
see the OFFline Facebook page
or call 087 1728373.

PHOENIX
FESTIVAL ALL
FIRED UP FOR
11th YEAR
Tullamore’s Phoenix Festival set for
May 7 and 8 brings together a mix
of people and ideas to celebrate the
region’s unique history through
colourful street spectacles, music,
live art and extreme events in a fun
friendly festival atmosphere. The
festival is now in its eleventh year
with an evolving programme of
colourful spectacles, creativity and
family events which this year is
centered in the spacious surrounds
of the recently restored Tullamore
Lloyd Town Park – complete with big
top, marquees, children’s playground,
skate park and even a water feature.
The colourful Phoenix weekend is
tailored to the family and this year,
along with an action packed programme
of events, the festival includes special
family accommodation deals from
the local hotels. Groups already
confirmed to host events include
Midland Drama School, Tullamore
Amateur Dramatics, St Colmcille
Pipe Band and Tullamore Town Band.
Art events will include a selection
of exhibitions, demonstrations and
workshops in Visual Art, Dance,
Balloon Modelling, DJing, Theatre,
Comedy, Fashion, Short Film, Street
Performance, Drumming and Music
and much more.
For more information see
www.phoenixfestival.ie

View on Cambodia - Aishling
Muller SEE PAGE 13
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MAKING
THEIR
MARK
The Mark Makers are a group of five female visual artists based in
the Mullingar area who meet to support and challenge each other
in making art. The Mark Makers are hoping to exhibit their work on
a regular basis and have already had a very successful first exhibition.
And, to help them ensure an ongoing presence they are welcoming
invitations to participate in exhibitions and initiatives in the
Midlands area.
All of the women are working in art-related fields but like a lot of artists find
it difficult to complete personally driven work in isolation. The Mark Makers
meetings provide the opportunity to actually make work in a supportive and
challenging environment. These meetings take place each week in each
other’s studio spaces, (for this you can read kitchens).
The group consider that their work is at a relatively early stage bearing in mind
that they started to meet in October 2010. They intend to develop their work
and build on their practice in the coming year and to see where that leads them.
The individual artists have different interests and skills.
For further information contact
Grace Bruton, Ballynacargy, Co Westmeath at gracebruton@gmail.com
or by calling 086 1293667 or 044 9373169.

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

REGINA DALY
Regina Daly from Nenagh trained as a printer and this
training continues to influence her practice. Regina
spends a lot of time collecting natural objects and
materials to print with. Her interest in texture extends to
how she develops images with layers of material. Regina’s
practice magnifies elements from nature to make imagery
which is reminiscent of the structural and organic nature of
the natural world.

for The Gallery at Mountmellick
Library, Mountmellick, County Laois
Calling all artists working in any
and all materials, media, styles,
genres, themes and concepts to
submit proposals for exhibitions
for The Gallery at the newly
opened library in Mountmellick.
The Gallery aims to provide
exhibition space to local, national
and international artists.
Submissions are welcome from
new and emerging artists as well
as established artists.
The Gallery is part of the innovative
new library which was opened
recently by Laois County Council.

10

Housed in a public building,
the Gallery offers an exciting
opportunity for artists to bring
their work to a new audience.
Offering three interlinked but
separate spaces, the Gallery
encompases almost 80m2 of
exhibition space.
Artists wishing to apply should
download an application form and
guidelines from: www.laois.ie/
LeisureandCulture/Libraries/
YourLocalLibrary/Mountmellick
Email: bconnell@laoiscoco.ie or
flynch@laoiscoco.ie

ATSUKO HOGAN
Atsuko Hogan is originally from Japan and brings a very
valuable perspective to the work of the group. Having
studied fine art in Japan, this perhaps has influenced her
careful observation and delicate handling of colour.
Atsuko uses a combination of observation and memories
as source material for her work. Her paintings can be
read as a visual synthesis of both the Japanese and Irish
cultures as Atsuko continues to use painting to make
sense of her environment.

MARK MAKERS
Left to right: Sylvia Corcoran, Regina Daly, Grace Bruton, Kathleen Ivory, Atsuko Hogan

Briefs
LAOIS GETS
CRAFTY FOR
2011
Laois Partnership, The Dunamaise
Arts Centre, Laois County Council
and Laois County Enterprise
Board have all come together
to maximise the 2011 Year of
Craft for County Laois which
was launched in the
Dunamaise Theatre.
The aims of this group are to
promote the craft sector, provide
training for the craft sector,
to facilitate the renewal of the
Laois Craft Group, and increase
awareness of craft and the Year
of Craft 2011.
The group also hopes to increase
availability of public spaces for
exhibitions in a number of
locations including the county
libraries, the Dunamaise
Theatre and the promotion of
the new Arthouse, Stradbally.
The Laois Year of Craft group
have now appointed Marina
Rafter to co-ordinate events
throughout the year.

GRACE BRUTON
Grace Bruton from Ballynacargy trained as a graphic designer.
Inspired by a painting trip to Inismeain she began to study
the people and their lifestyle on the island. Grace became
very interested in the Honda 90 the main form of transport
on the island and the type of events and activities where
this icon can be found. Grace’s painting style is influenced
by her designer background and also by her keen interest in
photography. The work reveals a certain sense of humour
as well as a fresh take on Irish landscape.

SYLVIA CORCORAN
SYLVIA CORCORAN from Mullingar is a formally trained
painter. Sylvia’s practice is focussed on visual explorations
of mood and atmosphere. Sylvia is inspired by the landscape
and by evidence of interaction with the landscape such as
agricultural buildings and machinery. Sylvia is interested in
the nuances of colour and the richness and depth of colour
possible using a variety of paints, applications and grounds.

KATHLEEN IVORY
Kathleen Ivory is originally from Tullamore and is formally
trained as a painter. Kathleen is concerned with the depiction
of colour and light and the contrasts that can be found in her
environment with careful observation. Kathleen’s work is
characterised by deceptively simple composition which combine
to create very strong imagery with an immediate impact.

These events will include:
• Printing of a Year of Craft
brochure of events taking
place in County Laois.
• Promotion Days for craft
exhibition and talks –
entitled My Career, My
Collection.
• Training for professional
craft people in the county.
• Training for start-up craft
people in the county.
• Craft workshops for people
of all ages and levels of
craft ability to include Laois
County Council Summer
Arts Programme and the
Dunamaise Theatre’s Arts
Programme.
• Laois Christmas Craft Fair
at the Dunamaise Arts
Centre
in December.
• And other Activities to
coincide with Design Week
in November.
For more details contact
The Arts Office, Laois County
Council, Áras an Chontae,
Portlaoise,
Co Laois on 057 8674342
or email artoff@laoiscoco.ie.
Face to Face with Triona
Marshall SEE PAGE 16/17

M

11

MULLINGART
for arts sake

Successful
First Year for
the Gallery
The Gallery in Mountmellick
Library has been an exciting
new addition to the arts scene
in the town since its opening
in May of last year and has
supported arts in the area by
exhibiting the work of local
artists – both amateur and
professional – as well as
bringing a number of exciting
exhibitions by Irish and
International artists to
the town.
In its first year the Gallery
hosted exhibitions of paintings
by Irish artists Emma Barone,
Tom Joyce, Joe Ryan, Anne
Sands and Rosemary
Richardson as well as two
photographic exhibitions and the
fascinating gold coated
installation art of Peruvian
artist Isabela Hoban.
The upcoming year is bound to
provide something of interest
for all tastes with an eclectic
mix of artists scheduled to
exhibit. The vastly different
styles of artists Derek
Fitzpatrick, Niki Purcell and John
Barry can be seen in exhibitions
of their oil paintings and the
thought-provoking pencil
drawings of artist John Jones
can be seen in August.
The seashore inspired work of
12

textile artist Rosemary Little
will be on display throughout
the month of May.
The Gallery will continue its
commitment to encouraging
local artists by showing the
work of two local art groups and
by giving the kids a chance to
shine when Paint Pots Art Group
show their amazing talent in a
month long exhibition in June.
The end of the year will shine a
spotlight on the various abilities
of local students when
Mountmellick Community
School will exhibit a range of
arts and crafts produced by
their students.
Upcoming events and details on
applying to exhibit in the 80
meter squared gallery which is
part of the new library housed
in three interlinked rooms in the
refurbished Court House can be
found at
www.laois.ie/LeisureandCulture
/Libraries/YourLocalLibrary/Mo
untmellick/MountmellickArtGall
ery/2011. New members and
anyone with an interest in amateur
drama and would like to get
involved either on stage or behind
the scenes are invited to contact
any member of the group.

What started as a side project to
the Westmeath Environment
Group in 2010 grabbed the
imagination of Mullingar and a
phenomenon was born and so
MULLINGART is back for 2011 –
but with a twist and for a good
cause!
The premise for the original
MULLINGART was to encourage the
unrecognised talent of the town to
submit pieces of work from in any
medium they desired and
effectively turn Mullingar in to a
24/7 art gallery by displaying their
work in shops windows, pubs and
business premises all over town.
“The response was absolutely
breathtaking!” enthused Don
Mortell, Co-ordinator of the
MULLINGART initiative.
“In truth, I honestly thought we
would struggle to get a few pieces
displayed but, if memory serves,
we actually installed somewhere in
the region of 105 pieces from all
disciplines. MULLINGART exceeded
all of our wildest expectations and
shows exactly what a town like
Mullingar can do when it pulls
together.”
The result was that for six weeks
the town of Mullingar was awash
with colour, vibrancy and the very
best of local talent in what is
considered to be a totally unique
event in Ireland.
And, thanks to sponsorship from
Westmeath County Council
MULLINGART is back for 2011 -

but with more of a "festival feel".
Don said: “Having had such a
wonderful response to
MULLINGART 201 we decided to
really build on the concept for this
year.”
The core of MULLINGART has not
changed. Yet again, the intention is
to swathe the town in a sea of
colour by displaying the finest
talent Mullingar has to offer in our
local business premises but in an
exciting twist this will be supported
by many artistic, sporting and fun
activities in various locations over
town and all in a very good cause.
The events surrounding
MULLINGART 2011 have been
formatted in order to raise much
needed funds for Midlands Living
Links – a truly local support
network for people who have been
bereaved as a result of suicide.
This years MULLINGART activities
will culminate on Saturday, July 30
with a day of music, street
entertainment and events so
everyone can get involved in
supporting a worthy cause.
More information is available on
www.wix.com/mullingart/july30.
Organisers can be contacted at
mullingart2011@hotmail.com.
If you would like to contribute your
talent, be it artistic, musical or
otherwise or if you would like to
sponsor an event financially or by
providing facilities contact
Don Mortell on 087 6116883.

Briefs

While travelling through Cambodia
Aishling spent time in Seam Reap,
the great temples of Angkor Wat,
Kompong Cham, Phnom Penh and
coastal Sihanoukville.

VIEW ON

CAMBODIA
Photographic Exhibition by Aishling Muller
The end of June sees a documentary
photographic project being shown in
the atrium of the Westmeath County
Buildings. View on Cambodia is a
body of work by Aishling Muller a
local visual artist which has been
waiting for its first showing since the
images were captured three years
ago. The images were only recently
edited down from well over a thousand
to the collection which will be shown
in the county buildings in June.
The images were taken while Aishling
was on a month long trip travelling
around Cambodia with a local guide in
August of 2008. The images depict the
people of Cambodia in their environs
showing activities in their everyday
lives. While travelling through Cambodia
Aishling spent time in Seam Reap, the
great temples of Angkor Wat, Kompong
Cham, Phnom Penh and coastal
Sihanoukville.

Aishling said of her travels: “Seeing the
country as we passed through by bus
was a perfect way to get an overview
of the lives of the people there, as we
travelled through many rural and urban
settings on the way from place to place
although most of the time I was distracted
by the many very hairy bus journeys.

With a background in audio/visual
media and an MA in Art in the Digital
World Aishling has been working with
the documentary genre since 2005. In
August 2006 she travelled to New York
for three months to work as an intern
with the esteemed Magnum
Photographic Agency.

“Their local guide proved invaluable and
was an amazing source of information about
the rich and diverse nature of the Cambodian
people and their lives and traditions
including stories about their unsettling
past with the Khmer Rouge Regime.”

View on Cambodia is Aishling’s second
solo show within the county with her first,
Mirror Nature, being on show in September
of 2007. As an artist Aishling is not
only interested in photography but often
tends to work with digital video as well
as performance in more recent times.

The exhibition will show a selection of
up to 10 large scale photographic prints
portraying various aspects of life in
Cambodia through environmental
portraiture and streetscapes, from the
overcrowded streets of the capital to
more rural environments with street
markets and sellers while also featuring
daily life in the small fishing villages.

The show will run for a six-week period
beginning June 27 and ending around
August 15. M
For further details on the show’s
opening dates and times feel free to
contact Aishling at
aishlingmuller@hotmail.com or through
her website www.aishlingmuller.com.

Laois School of Music Orpheus Orchestra
The Laois School of Music Orpheus
Orchestra travelled to Gort, Co Galway
at the start of March for the Coole Music
Fourth Annual Junior Orchestra Festival
– which was the first time for the orchestra
to participate in such an event. The Orpheus
Orchestra was the brainchild of violin tutor
John Davidson in 2008 in response to the
growing number of string players at junior
level who were not getting an orchestral
experience – something which, he felt,
would greatly improve their own playing
and add a new social dimension to their
music. It now has 30 members from age
eight to 13 and is made up of violin, cello
and flute. For some of the members the
Coole Music Festival was their first
public performance and for all it was a
very worthwhile experience. We asked
the children to write a review of the day
and here are some of their un-edited stories!
MARK BRESLIN'S STORY
Hi, my name is Mark Breslin. I am 10
years old and I play first violin in the
Orpheus Orchestra. We were invited to
the Coole Music Orchestra Festival on
Sunday 6 March. We travelled by bus
from Laois to Galway with our conductor
John Davidson, Nuala Kelly who is in
charge of Laois School of Music and
some parents. It took us over two hours
to get there. There was a total of ten
orchestras playing in the festival. We
played in the afternoon as part of the
Junior Orchestra Festival. There were four
other junior orchestras playing with us.
We were the opening act. It felt very exciting
to be on stage in front of hundreds of people.
We played some trad tunes, themes from
Water Music by Handel, March in D major

by Handel and Fiddles on Fire by M Williams.
We were the best! I liked listening to the
other orchestras too. The variety of music
was great. Some pieces were very old like
the Handel we played and some were new
like the specially composed pieces. At the
very end of the Junior Section we joined
together to play the great piece Sky
Lantern – simple in notes but great in passion!
I loved playing with the other people too.
We got a huge round of applause which
we deserved!
After our performance all the hungry children
rushed for lunch. We were starving! The
one thing I didn’t like was the long journey
but we had great craic on the bus. Maybe
the Coole music festival could be in Laois
next year. Now that would be a really cool
music festival!
KATIE O'DONNELL'S STORY
My name is Katie O’Donnell. Recently, we
went on the bus to Gort in Galway for the
fourth Annual Coole Music Orchestra
Festival which had junior orchestras from
Kinvara, Gort, Galway, Athenry and of
course ourselves, The Laois School of
Music, perform to a packed audience at
the Lady Gregory Hotel.
We had a great time and really enjoyed
the other orchestras. I particularly liked
the Kinvara group with their great range of
instruments like the pipes, squeeze boxes
and colourful guitars.
At the grand finale all the orchestras combined
to play a beautiful tune called the Sky
Lantern. We all had a fun day out together.
JOSH BERGIN'S STORY
My name is Josh Bergin. I am 12 years
old and I play with the Laois School of
Music Orpheus Youth Orchestra. I have

been playing the violin for a few years and
I only joined the Orchestra a few months
ago. I was very nervous in the beginning
but soon settled in and our Conductor
and teacher John Davidson is really cool
and a good teacher. It was my first performance
in the Coole Music Orchestra Festival in Gort,
Co Galway. I have to say I was very proud
to be representing my county. We travelled by
bus and it was good fun, it was a long journey.
When we got to the Lady Gregory Hotel we
were greeted by the organisers and shown
to a nice comfortable room, which had drinks
and lots of fruit for us to eat which was
very kind. We ate our lunch and had a little
rest before we had our practice.
Everything was very well organised and we
all had our own times for practice which was
good because we were able to get used to
the stage and how to get on and off and
not to make too much noise and where
we would sit when the other Orchestras
were performing.
I have to say I really liked when all the
orchestras played together as it sounded
really great, really loud and we all got to
play together. We had never met all the
other kids before and we had only one
practice ever of the Sky Lantern by Katharina
Baker and I have to say I think we were all
wonderful. I don’t know exactly how many
of us were on stage but I think the lady
introducing the orchestras said there was
nearly 150 of us, so that to me was a brilliant
achievement, to get us all on stage and
for us all to play so well if I do say so myself.
I really enjoyed performing for the my first
time in the Coole Music Orchestra Festival
and hope we get invited again next year.
M

ENGAGE WITH
ARCHITECTURE
A temporary architecture centre is
open in Tullamore for the month of
May. Situated in a former clothes
shop on Main St the centre is the
hub of a series of countywide
initiatives aimed to encourage the
public to engage with architecture.
People can drop into the centre to
see an exhibition, have a go at some
computer design software, browse
through books or watch a film on
architecture or have a go at some
fun interactive features such as
inserting their own fantasy building
into a street in Tullamore, or making
a jigsaw of a building in Offaly.
The centre is the brainchild of the
planning, arts and heritage sections
of Offaly County Council, who together
successfully applied and received
funding for the project from the Arts
Council.
The centre has three successive
themes throughout the month, and
visitors can experience the process
of protecting, the process of making
and the process of using.
Throughout the month the RIAI’s
Simon Open Door project will allow
for members of the public to discuss
architectural ideas with qualified
architects at the centre, free of charge.
It is also not necessary to visit the
centre to ‘engage’, as there are bus
tours to visit some of Offaly’s protected
buildings. There are three bus tours
on May 14, each one will focus on
buildings around Birr, Ferbane and
Edenderry, taking in properties such
as Gloster House, Fancroft Mill,
Clonony Castle and the unique
buildings of Geashill.
Quiz sheets inviting people to seek
out interesting architectural features
in Birr, Tullamore and Edenderry are
available to download or pick up at
the centre or in your local library.
There is also an incentive to complete
the quiz sheets, as correct entries
submitted by May 31 are in a draw
to receive a prize.
The Engage with Architecture Centre
is open Monday to Saturday from May
3 to May 27 from 9am to 5pm
Monday to Friday and on Saturdays
from 11am to 5pm. Most weekday
mornings are reserved for school
workshops, while afternoons and
Saturdays are free to drop by.
For a full programme contact
057 9357400
email engage@offalycoco.ie
see www.offaly.ie or follow
Engage with Architecture on
Facebook.
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art has been selected to be presented
in International Contemporary Masters
Vol 4 which will be published by
World Wide Art Books and go on
sale this year through Amazon.
EXHIBITION PROGRAMME
An exhibition of local art at the
Garradrimina Book Fair (Delvin) on
Sunday, May 1 which is hoped will
be attended by over 3,000 people.
Hosting an exhibition by fifth year
students from Columba College,
Killucan from April 19 – 30.

Dave O’Shea, Graham Knuttel
& Hazel Revington pictured at
the Garden Art Gallery

The Garden Gallery
Grows Support
The Garden Art Gallery which started life as a temporary experiment to merge
art and gardening, has taken root with a series of exhibitions planned for the year.
Artist Hazel Revington-Cross who is
proprietor of the garden centre in
Crowenstown, Delvin, Cottage
Plants & Shrubs explained that the
down turn in the economy and the
competition from large retail outlets
selling plants at below cost prices
forced her to look at new ideas and
so the concept of a garden gallery
was born.
After a couple of months last
summer it became very clear by the

enthusiasm and feed back of the
customers that this should become
a permanent feature and so the
Garden Gallery was born.
By Autumn the once garden shed
was transformed and reopened as
an art gallery by Graham Knuttel
who spoke of how “we are going
through some terrible times at the
moment” and “that starting
something new is never easy, but if
you do it, it will always be worthwhile”.

He went on to say that “people have
always needed art. If you go back to
the times where people lived in
caves, there was art on the walls”.
He said “we don’t need apartment
blocks and expensive houses...but we
will always need art.”
Actress Mary McEvoy did a poetry
reading earlier in the day to mark the
opening of an art exhibition of new
art by Hazel Revington-Cross entitled
Hand in Hand with my Father. Hazel’s

They are currently preparing for visits
from secondary schools who have
requested to come to study the
work of Graham Knuttel, as
preparation for the art appreciation
question on the leaving cert art exam
paper. A question on Graham’s work
came up in this year’s mock exams.
There are rumours that Graham
himself may turn up on the day to
answer questions for the students
on his art! M
To see some of the art work
hanging in the gallery log on
www.zhibit.org/thegardengallery
or visit to see the full range.
Opening hours are Tuesday to
Saturday from 10am–6pm; Sundays
and Bank holiday Mondays from
2–6pm; closed Mondays.
Telephone 044 9664723.

Mary McEvoy at the Garden Art Gallery

All the Street’s a Stage
Tullamore-based street theatre company Stagecraft Ireland, which comprises a troupe of artists, jugglers, musicians and
dancers who specialise in extreme physical theatre and performance, alongside a strong community programme of
workshops, is looking to expand.
Stagecraft Ireland is looking to expand
its troupes by auditioning at the end of
May for summer events. Performance
CVs, together with a head shot and
relevant certs are invited from all acrobats,
actors, dancers, drummers, jugglers and
stilt walkers living in Laois, Westmeath
or Offaly and should be submitted to
mariosa@stagecraftireland.com.
The theatre company’s journey started
in 2006 on the summer streets of
Galway but its founder Mariosa Hume
moved the company to her home town
of Tullamore in 2008.
Their skills which include fire, glow and
ultra violet performances, stilt walkers,
unicyclists, cabaret circus productions
and carnival games have taken them
all over the country and Europe,
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performing at the Aboo Festival Galway,
Ballyhaunis Summer Festival, Ballina
Mardi Gras, Clifden Arts Festival,
Central Saint Martin’s Fashion shows
in London, Castlepalooza, Luxembourge
Summer in the City Festival, Oxegen
and the Radio Sky Concerts in Milan.
They currently occupy the old Texas
warehouse in Tullamore where they
rehearse, offer workshops to the
community and provide professional
development training to emerging
performers.
Courses
From June to October Stagecraft Ireland
will be offering a Street Performance
night course for adults. The course will
take place over five Tuesday nights in
various locations around Offaly and

participants must be living in Laois,
Offaly or Westmeath. Participants on
the course will get to perform at a
grand finale event at Halloween.
The course will cover the following:
June Safety awareness and
stage management
July Creature Style Stilt-walking
August Crowd interaction and
performer presence
September Costume Design
October Making and using props for
performance.
The fee for the full course is €200.
To make a booking please call Renée on
085 8112051 or email
info@stagecraftireland.com.

The Freedom To Create Project
is a new project which will be
taking place in Kinnegad over
the summer months and aims
to provide a range of arts
workshops to the public for a
minimal cost and ultimately
create a growing exhibition.

Freedom To Create Project
This project has
been created by
local visual artist
Aishling Muller in
collaboration with
Westmeath VEC/
Midland Arts and
Westmeath County
Council under their Artist in Context
Residency Scheme.
Essentially, the idea behind the project
is to provide local people with an outlet
for creative expressions while at the
same time promoting the awareness
of arts within the community.
The project is primarily aimed at
those many unemployed within the
Westmeath locality over the age of 18,
but while preference will be given

to those unemployed wanting to
participate, those employed may also
take part for an additional cost.
Three separate workshops will run as
a series in three art forms – digital
video, photography or performance –
over a period of seven weeks.

and more recently performance.
Aishling recently completed her
MA in Art in the Digital World in the
National College Of Art & Design in
Dublin and is in the process of completing
an Advanced Performance Year course
at the Gaiety School of Acting.

On completion of the seven-week
period the participants will have the
opportunity to show their work in an
exhibition, which will be open to the
general public.

Due to the nature of these
workshops, places in each field are
limited to 10 participants and
booking in advance is essential. M

Each workshop will run over a three
hour session period where the groups
will learn about, discuss and develop
their projects. The groups will all be lead
by Aishling Muller who has extensive
experience teaching in the areas of
digital film – making, photography

For further information and a full
break down of the workshops
contact Aishling directly at
aishlingmuller@hotmail.com
or through her website
www.aishlingmuller.com

Suburban Hotchpotch – from Kilbeggan and Portlaoise to Beijing
Three members of the Artist Collective
Cork Contemporary Projects, which
comprised two artists from the Midlands,
recently travelled to Beijing, China to
participate in an Artists’ residency at
BIAP Platform China.
Fiona Kelly, Kilbeggan, Co Westmeath,
Edel O’Reilly, Portlaoise, Co Laois and
Amanda Rice, Castlebar, Co Mayo studied
together at the Crawford College of Art,
Cork and went on to form the Artist
Collective Cork Contemporary Projects –
a multi-disciplinary collective, who have
built a solid reputation for high artistic
abilities, professionalism and cultivating
a progressive and innovative approach
to contemporary art practice.
In October 2009 the collective opened
a new gallery, The Space, located at No 7,
South Mall, Cork City. The Space operated
as a non-profit gallery which provided a
creative platform for emerging and
established artists and curators to
collaborate network and exhibit. Selected
exhibiting artists include Magnhild
Opdøl, Stephen Brandes, Sally
Timmons, Rob Murphy, Nicky Larkin,
Sigbjorn Bratlie, and Paul Timoney.
The residency programme BIAP Platform
China is located in Caochangdi, a small
village on the suburbs of Beijing. On
applying for the residency the artists
said that they were “intrigued by rapid
social and urban rejuvenation in the area
due to the movement of art institutions

and galleries to the district”.
As an area which boasts of artistic rebirth, established by the pre-eminent
Chinese artist Ai Weiwei, it also is an
area of huge social class divisions.
The artists also told Midlands Arts and
Culture Magazine that on arrival to
Caochangdi, a small village in Beijing’s
suburbia, these vast social divsions
became incredibly apparent. There is
a large art district where impressive
canvases hang, painted with astounding
techincal abilities and outside, the
gallerists hummers and range rovers
shimmer in unison. Less than 200
metres away is the village, which is
hotchpotch of colours, noises, stalls
and shacks.

first hand experience of imminent urban
gentrification.
“The area is a catalyist for indivdual
research and professional studio practice,
as each artist explores the thematic
concerns of urban rejuvenation in relation
to contemporary culture and how human
situations can be reflected in the landscape
and architecture of the place.”
The work produced on this intensive
residency will be exhibited as a three
person exhibtion entitled The Petri-Dish
of the Absurd at the Don Gallery
Shanghai in May. M
For more see www.fionakelly.com
www.edeloreilly.com or
www.amandarice.carbonmade.com

“In the village you get a real sense
of place and culture. Already we have
become somewhat ‘locals’ in certain
shops and with food venders. Here
you feel much more at ease with your
bicycle than racing around the inner
city,” explained Laois’s Edel O’Reilly.
She added: “Also this area is of keen
interest because on April 16, 2010,
Caochangdi Village, received notice of
demolition and eviction for “the progression
of urbanization” but as of yet the time
has not yet been specified.
“It is hard to believe that where we are
living now will soon be rubble, and then
another mass of slick high rises. It is a

OFFALY DANCE
COMPANY STEPS OUT
WITH US DIRECTOR

Briefs
HULLABALOO!
for Offaly Children’s Art Festival
The October mid-term break which
runs from November 2 to 5 will be all
a Hullabaloo! in Birr and Clara as young
people get stuck into the fifth annual
Offaly’s Children’s Arts Festival. In
2010 funding was made available to
introduce Hullabaloo! to Clara having
had three successful years in Birr and
this year the festival is set for new
highs with some 50 events planned
for the four days. Last year around
700 young people took part, and this
year looks set to attract even more
participation. In preparation for the
2011 programme, the organising teams
in both towns are busy in a consolation
process with young people, as they
feel it is vital that young people play
a key role in devising and developing
what is their own festival. Hullabaloo!
is coordinated by Offaly County Council
Arts and Library Service, Birr Theatre
& Arts Centre, Clara Resource Centre,
Birr Castle and Tin Jug Studio. There
is also huge involvement from local
groups, organisations and clubs both as
supporters, venues and participants
making this festival a truly
community effort.
To keep up to speed with how the
2011 festival is taking shape follow
Hullabaloo Children’s Arts Festival on
Facebook or see
www.birrtheatre.com or www.offaly.ie

TULLAMORE
COMMUNITY ARTS
CENTRE
Some 127 architects have registered
for the new arts centre for Tullamore
architectural competition since the
end of February when the project was
launched. The competition which is
being managed by the Royal Institute
of Architects in Ireland (RIAI) is a two
stage process, and in April outline
concepts and designs were whittled
down to three entries which underwent
a technical assessment before being
invited to prepare detailed drawings
and plans. The second stage of the
selection process will take place in June
when it is expected the winning design
will be selected. Meanwhile a community
fundraising drive is underway to reach
a target of €200,000 towards the
capital cost of the building.
For more information on the project
email arts@offalycoco.ie or follow
Tullamore Community Arts Centre on
Facebook.

A collaboration between Legitimate Bodies
Dance Company and Colorado-based dance
artist Onye Ozuzu is taking place from June
6 to 20. This unique project in which
participants will be inspired by West African
music and dance explores the circle as a
structure for social interaction leading to
performed improvisation. They will work
with movement, singing and story telling so
that Life Circles “will merge into a layered,
powerful individual and community
performance, bringing to life personal
experience,” explained organisers. The
project is open to all ages and no expertise
in any specific dance form is necessary.
For further information e-mail
legitimatebodies@gmail.com
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One of the things that Paddy says
now is, ‘he was never asked to join
and he was never asked to leave’.
He was just always there and I
guess I am doing the same.

Face-to -ecaF
Face-to-Face with Chieftain’s harpist, TRIONA MARSHALL

Midlands Arts and Culture
Magazine’s Briege Madden
goes Face to Face with
harpist Triona Marshall
about life with, during and
after the Chieftains.
Hello Triona, it is a pleasure to meet
you. Tell me a little about yourself?
I started working with the Chieftains
nine years ago so, obviously, that has
taken a lot of touring around the country.
They are not as busy as they use to be
and as they are a little older than they
use to be; they are starting to slow
down a bit, which means I have been
able to go off and do my own projects.
What are you working on at the moment?
I have just recently made an album
with a Scottish singer called Alyth
McCormack. It is interesting because
it is mostly just harp and voice, the
whole idea is that it is a duo and obviously
duos are much easier to travel with
and she just has an amazing voice.
What is really nice for me is that we
have the voice and underneath that all
the colours that I created with the harp.
I’m not tied to any sort of structure in
the sense that Irish traditional music is
quite structured in that you hear a tune
and then you play a certain amount of
bars and repeat it. However, with this,
even though it is still folk music because
of the voice, it is very open and I am
much freer. It is very colourful because
of all the different sounds I can create
with the harp – and also a lot of the
songs are telling a story.
I would use the accompaniments to
compliment the stor y. There is one
story called Crazyman Michael, which
is about this guy that goes crazy and
kills his girlfriend so at that stage of
the song I am doing mad things with
the harp just to compliment the story
so I have enjoyed that as well.
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It must be a very exciting time for
you at the moment. How do you feel?
It is nice to step away and use
everything I have learned working with
the Chieftains because they opened
my eyes to a whole new way of
looking at music so it is great to take
that now and to do my own thing with it.
Did you find it daunting following in
Derek Bell’s (formal harpist who
died) footsteps?
A lot of people have asked me
that but, to be honest, I didn’t think
about it very much because I knew
so little about the Chieftains when I
started working with them. I wasn’t
really aware how popular they were.
I was 28 when I started working
with the Chieftains and I was ver y
much in the classical scene. I was
working with an orchestra at the time
and everybody knows their own scene
very well but not about other people’s
scenes.
How did it come about that you
became a member of one of the
most successful Irish bands in the
world – was there an audition?
No there was no audition – being
an orchestral musician you end up
doing session work as well. I was
pretty much one of perhaps three
harpists in Dublin at the time who
would have been the preferred first
call for session work.
It just happened that Paddy was
making an album and it was maybe
six months to one year after Derek
died. He asked the guy who was the
engineer on the album if he knew any
harpists that might come in and do
this and that chap happened to work
with me a lot. I knew he liked me
because I just walked in, did it, left
and it usually didn’t take much time.
I think that is why he said, ‘you must
ask Triona Marshall,’ – well that is
what I like to think it was!
Can you remember what you were
thinking when Paddy asked you to
join?
He has never said that. I consider
myself a permanent guest. It has
never been a case of ‘will you be a
chieftain,’ or anything like that and

even Derek was never asked to join
the Chieftains. One of the things that
Paddy says now is, ‘he was never
asked to join and he was never asked
to leave’. He was just always there
and I guess I am doing the same.
Next year the Chieftains celebrate
50 years. How do you feel about
being part of such a milestone?
The 50 year anniversary is based
on when their first album was released
and 2012 is such a suspicious year…
I am looking forward to a busy year
working and even in the back of my
mind I am thinking that they are really
going to slow down a lot because, I
don’t know what age Paddy is, but he
is no spring chicken!
What’s the secret to the band’s success
and over five decades?
They have a great way of
respecting each other’s space and I
know other people have heard that
and thought they must really hate
each other but it’s not true. It is great
because when you are on tour you go
and do your own thing all day and
then when you see everyone at five
o’clock on the bus you are delighted
to see everyone. I think that is why
the band has continued for so many
years, because they are not on top of
each other all the time. I think musically
it gels so well, the group we have
now is just working so well. I don’t
know how to describe it but concerts
are just so easy because we all know
what each other is going to play and,
on a personal level, everyone is just
getting on so well. It will be really sad
when the Chieftains stop.
How has it changed you, being part of
the Chieftains?
Obviously when I worked with the
Orchestra I lived in Dublin and we
did one or two tours of the States
during my first year there and then
after that we didn’t do any touring
outside of Ireland. With the Chieftains
I got to travel a lot more. I have been
to Japan, Australia, New Zealand,
pretty much all around Europe and
the whole over the states. And now,
because I am doing my own stuff as
a soloist, I was in Paraguay to play

just harp at a festival and I am going
to play Geneva later in the year.
What has been the highlight of your
career to date?
On one level it is when you have
worked with a piece of music for
quite some time and then when you
per form it pretty much per fectly. It
doesn’t happen every night, so that
is a highlight when that happens.
Going to South America was great
and seeing the Iguazu Falls was
amazing. It was the most beautiful
place I have ever been in my life.
What do you see yourself doing in the
future – more solo stuff?
I don’t know because I never saw
myself playing with the Chieftains so
I could never say. I think just be open
to whatever happens and I seem to
be. With this new work I’m doing I
seem to be going down the route of
composing and arranging. I am also
very keen to start recording myself.
I have no idea... just whatever comes
my way generally is what I am
suppose to be doing.

Why the harp?
I have two theories, firstly I saw
someone like Fergal Martin playing
and it just sort of blew my mind or
the other theor y I had was that I
knew there were harps on the back
of money so I thought I would be rich!
I believe your parents sacrificed a lot tell me about that.
Yes they did. My harp at the time
cost about IR£12,000 and my father
sold a piece of land to pay for the
harp so you can imagine how much
that piece of land is worth now. When
I think about that now, it is crazy the
sacrifices my parents made.
We use to go to Dublin once a
week to study so that in itself was
time consuming, and when I say
once a week that is when our
lessons were but sometimes it was
two or three times a week to go and
take extra classes or if there was
concerts we were playing at. I don’t
think my parents had any sort of time
for themselves. They totally did
M
everything for us.

TRIONA’S

CV IN BRIEF
Teachers and Colleges:
1982: Star ted playing the Harp at
seven years old. First teacher was
Sister Dolores Marie in Mountmellick
Co Laois.
1984: At nine years old won scholarships
to study both piano and harp at the
Royal Academy of Music in Dublin.
Studied piano with Deirdre Doyle and
Harp with Helen Davis.

Performances of note:
2003–2009: Performing full time
with the Chieftains since 2003.
This has included 12 three week
tours of the states, tours of Australia,
New Zealand, Japan and many
performances throughout Europe.

1988: Began studying Harp with Áine
Ní Dhuill In the Royal Irish Academy of
Music and taking private Lessons with
Aileen McArdle in DownPatrick.

1999: Conceirto de Aranjuez by
Rodrigo in the Autumn Lunchtime
serious in the National Concert
Hall with the RTÉ CO.

1993: Went to the Koninglijk
Conser vatorium in Den Haag and
studied Harp with professor Edward
Whitsenburg.

2000: Handel’s Harp Concerto in B
flat. Recorded for RTÉ Television
with RTÉ CO.

1997: Postgraduate degree in the Royal
College of music in London with
Daphne Boden.
Throughout the years of studying took
part in many masterclasses and had
the opportunity to study with some of
the top harpist in the world – Catharine
Michelle, Suzanne Milldonion, Fabrice
Pierre, Ivan Roncea, Sionad Williams
and Osian Ellis to name but a few.
Professional experience:
1998: Took up the position of Principal
Harpist with the RTÉ Concert Orchestra.
2003: Resigned position with the
RTÉ CO and began working with the
Chieftains full time.

2001: The Rodrigo Concerto in an
evening performance with the RTÉ
CO also in the National Concert Hall.
2003: The Opening Ceremony of the
Special Olympics held in Croke Park
in Dublin.
2005: Performed solo Harp in the
Ninth World Harp Congress held in
Dublin.
2006: Gave a lunchtime recital with
my brother who is Master of the
Satsuma Biwa in the National Concert
Hall as part of the Beo Music Festival.
Recordings:
2006: First solo album.
2007: Recorded Live album with
Tread in Matt Molloy’s Bar Westport.

Triona with The Chieftains
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Bealtaine Festival
celebrated in style
in Laois
Members of the Westmeath Rural Arts enjoying Culture Night in Ballyncargy.

At the very ART
of rural life
The Westmeath Rural Arts Initiative was started in Autumn 2009
with the support of Westmeath Community Development and
facilitated by Rural Arts Network co-ordinator, Conor O’Leary who
is a Level 2 awardee for 2008 with Social Entrepreneurs Ireland.
Rural Arts Network seeks to train,
support and empower local communities
and individuals to enhance the
cultural life of their region.
Westmeath Rural Arts mission is to
actively host and promote quality arts
and cultural activities in this part of
Westmeath which otherwise would
not take place.

The Gombeens coming to Milltown
Community Centre June 16th & 17th.

Westmeath Rural Arts provide a
platform for local talent and facilitate
active participation in the arts through
workshops, projects, events, and so
on. The group is made up of volunteers
from the local communities and is
part of a broader Rural Arts Network
with similar groups in six counties.
Events are open to all and as a nonprofit group ticket prices are kept as
low as possible to encourage
maximum participation.

There were also photography workshops
with local photographer Danny Boyce
which concluded with exhibitions in
both Ballynacargy Hall and Streete
Parish Park featuring work from the
budding photographers who participated
in the workshops. Danny will be
offering beginners and advanced
photography courses in Milltown,
Streete and Multyfarnham in September.

Districts covered by activities of the
organisation are the communities
between Streete and Rathconrath
including, Rathowen, Bunbrosna,
Ballinalack, Ballynacargy, Emper, Sonna,
Milltown, Moyvore, Multyfarnham and
Ballinfid.

A Culture Concert is set to take place in
the atmospheric Boherquill Church
Saturday May 8 at 8pm sharp. This will
be a night of traditional music and song
by local artists to accompany the
Midlands Walking Festival.

The programme of activities for 2011
has been designed to enhance the
cultural and social life of the area and
will include a mix of events, concerts
and workshops.
There has been and will be everything
from set-dancing workshops with
renowned tutor Karen Freerick whose
family have given classes all over the
world concluding in the Frank Gavigan
branch of Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann
holding ceilidhs with the Brian Boru band.
Also on the agenda are Sean nos
dancing classes with renowned set
dancer Edwina Guckian in Streete
Parish Park Sports Complex.
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WESTMEATH RURAL ARTS SUMMER
2011 EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

Westmeath Rural Arts also welcomes
the public to enjoy the fruits of The
Gombeens Theatre Group on Saturday,
July 16 and Sunday, July, 17 in Milltown
Community Hall when they will be
per forming their play Stories from a
Yellow Town and accompanied by a
storytelling per formance by Claire
Muireann Murphy. M
If you are interested in any events or
have any suggestions for events in your
area contact Eamon O’Donoghue,
Chairperson, Rathconrath on 087 2513000
or Grace Bruton, Secretary, Ballynacargy
on 086 1293667 or by emailing
gracebruton@gmail.com.
Also check out
www.facebook.com/westmeathruralarts

The Arts Office Laois County Council
will celebrate the Bealtaine festival
with a number of events throughout
the county.
DON’T MISS THE BOAT
Organised by the Arts Office, Carnation
Theatre will perform a theatre show
Noah’s Wife Missed the Boat...She Left the
Washing Out for residents and out
patients in St Vincent’s Hospital,
Mountmellick on Thursday, May 5 at
11am and in Abbeyleix Hospital and Day
Care Centre later the same day stating at
at 1.30pm. Each show is a two hander
interactive play where storytelling, shared
memory, songs, poetry and jokes are
woven into a plot.
EXHIBITING THE LIVES OF
THE IRISH IMMIGRANT
An exhibition of paintings by artist Bernard
Canavan chronicling the lives of the Irish
immigrant to England in the 1950s will be
held in Áras an Chontae, Portlaoise on
Thursday, May 12 at 7.30pm.
ON SONG
The Laois ICA Choir, under the direction of
Nuala Kelly, will treat the residents and
out-patients of St Vincent’s Hospital and
Day Care Centre, Mountmellick, to a
concert of musical memories on Tuesday,
May 17 at 11am. They will give a second

concert in Abbeyleix District Hospital and
Day Care Centre on Wednesday, May 18
at 1.30pm.
CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOPS FOR
ACTIVE AGE GROUPS
Laois Writer in Residence Ann Egan will
host a four week series of creative writing
workshops with Active Age Groups
including the Senior Citizens of Wolf Tone
Court, Mountmellick, and the 50 plus
Active Age Group in Portlaoise.
Ann will also host workshops in Portlaoise
Library on the theme of A Memory in My
Life for two consecutive Wednesdays
commencing May 18 at 3.30pm. Ann will
work with each group using the theme of
this year’s festival Pushing the Boat Out
as inspiration. Writings from this project
will be included in the next Laois
Anthology due to be published as part of
the Leaves Literature Festival 2011.
For Further Information:
The Arts Office, Laois County Council will
publish and launch a comprehensive brochure
that will include other events happening in
County Laois throughout the festival.
For further information on all the events
above contact The Arts Office on
057 8674342/43
or email artsoff@laoiscoco.ie.
M

Colm O'Grady in Circus by Raymond
Keane. Photo: Patrick Redmond.

Significant developments in
2011 include plans to
develop performance skills
and artistic practice in the
local community.

ABOUT...

clowning
around
The Dunamaise Arts Centre was
awarded funding from the Arts Council
under the Theatre Artist in residency
scheme and is working with Raymond
Keane of Barabbas Theatre Company.
The aim of the residency is to develop
and nurture theatre practice in the
Midands, with a long term aim of
developing a professional theatre
practice in the area.

The Dunamaise has been extending
its level of artistic provision in the
context of arts participation. The
Outreach and Education Officer has
initiated projects which have increased
the quality of engagement of various
groups with the artistic programme of
the centre.
Significant developments in 2011
include plans to develop performance

skills and artistic practice in the local
community.
The Dunamaise has secured funding
under the Young Ensembles Scheme
for its youth dance company UnLaois’d
and the Theatre Artist in Residency
scheme compliments and builds on
this through the theatre Artist in
Residence work from the venue,
developing the practice of theatre
within the community.
A series of workshops will be available
to all comers which will address the
skills of theatre making. The target
audience will be two-fold: firstly the
three main local community performing

groups who present work in the venue
and secondly, developing a programme
of work for individuals interested in
the process of clown theatre.
Raymond has already begun working
with Laois Youth Theatre and, in April,
kicked off a comprehensive and busy
schedule of workshops aimed at
adults. Everyone is welcome to take
part and anyone interested should
contact the Dunamaise.
For more details, contact the
Dunamaise Arts Centre on
057 866 3355
M

52 Weeks of Creation to go on display in Moate
Three Moate ladies seeking creativity
in their day to day lives collaborated in
Project 52 – so named because they
forced themselves to create a piece of
work every week for a year.
Oonagh Kelly, Lorna Farrell and Maggie
Dolan explained that the concept of
the project was to dabble in an act of
creation at least once a week with the
target to have 52 pieces of creative
thinking by the end of the year.

Maggie Dolan

52, the exhibition, is to take place in
Moate in October and was selected by
the artists as the ideal place to
showcase the work as a result of the
town’s rich cultural history and the
fact it is bustling with artistic talent.

The artists also opted to exhibit in
Moate in a bid to support home grown
talent in times of economic recession
and hope that 52 won’t just be seen
as an art exhibition but rather an
‘experience’.

Raymond Keane
Raymond Keane is a highly respected
theatre artist who works through the
medium of red-nose clown. He has
been Artistic Director of Barabbas for
18 years and has worked extensively
in theatre making, training and
development, in both the professional
theatre sector and with those involved
in the amateur sector.
Drawing on his 25 years as a
professional director, theatre maker
and teacher, Raymond Keane will
design and facilitate a series of
workshops and training modules.
Raymond’s theatre, while firmly rooted
in the discipline of Theatre of Clown,
includes equal expertise in the disciplines
of movement and physical theatre,
circus theatre, neutral mask, mask of
four temperaments, mime and puppetry
and object manipulation.
These workshops and modules will
cater for the needs of participants
whether they have a passing interest
in theatre practice or are of professional,
semi-professional and amateur status.
The end of the process will be
participation, if desired, in City of
Clowns, a show that will be performed
in the Dunamaise on June 16.

develop ideas, inspiration and honest
criticism from each other.

During the 52 weeks the act of creativity
could range from a photograph, to a
painting, a 3-D piece or textile work –
anything as long as creativity was
alive at least once each week.

While some of the meet-ups have
produced nothing more valid than a
chat about future creations, others
have turned into workshops on
ceramics or felt working.

The three artists come from very
different backgrounds, with diverse
interests, inspirations and styles of
art and the regular meetings ensure
that the project is a team endeavour,
and that each of the three women

For further information on 52 contact
086 3272144 or
moate52@yahoo.com

M
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for the
Award-winning singer-songwriter
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Award-winning multi-platinum selling singer-songwriter Brendan Keeley is to facilitate the sixth Annual
School of Rock at Birr Theatre & Arts Centre from July 25 to August 4.
This two week course will give
teenagers intensive training in
writing and performing their own
and other well-known songs.
Training in various aspects of the
music business including copyright,
publishing, the recording process,
voice training and instrument

tuition will also be provided.
The week ends with a rock gig for
parents and friends to attend.
Anyone from the ages of 14 to 18
who are interested in participating
should have at least a basic
knowledge of an instrument
(guitar, drums, bass, voice).

Also, as places are limited,
attendance at a workshop in
early July is essential at which
time places on the course will be
allocated. However, please note
that participation at workshop does
not guarantee a place on the course.

Those interested should contact
Birr Theatre & Arts Centre on
057 9122911.
School of Rock is supported by
Offaly Local Development Company
and Offaly County Council
M

St. Mel’s Musical Society...on note for decades!
St Mel's Musical Society is a group
that has grown immeasurably from its
revival in 1978 from the early years of
doing review shows, to producing
award-winning musicals.
“The plan was to do a review that was
one-off,” said John Kelly, who has
appeared in every one of the society’s
shows since 1978.
Five years later, they staged their first
musical South Pacific and following
20 years of successful shows the
group brought in professional director
Leonard Anderson in 2000 to produce
Me and My Girl.
“It was a huge step for us, to have the
nerve to take the plunge,” said John.
The next big step was a move from
their ancestral home in local parish
hall (Temperance Hall) to the more
suitable surrounds of Backstage
Theatre in 2003.
The use of professionally qualified people
20

has allowed the society to develop their
cast and crew. “We’ve been blessed
over the years because the talent was
so strong that we were always able to
cast leading roles quite well, because
there was such a diversity of talent.
“Although we waited till 2000 to get a
professional director, we developed a
great expertise in every aspect,
particularly in set construction and
stage management with Robert
Belton and Eddie Kiernan and the
proof is there that they won AIMS
awards for that over the years.
“Everyone is learning, and still a lot
more to be learned. We have a musical
director in Fintan Farrelly, who is passing
on his expertise in harmony and vocals.”
John also told Midlands Art and Culture
magazine that the group has used
professional choreographers in recent
years “to develop the dance aspect”.
He also explained that St Mel’s
Musical Society had developed a great

base where it has very talented people
in every aspect of what it requires to
put a show on stage. “It’s not just
about the people on stage – sound,
lighting and costumes are so important
in musicals,” explained John. The
success of the group, however, is
only as good as the support that they
receive through the box office and
through sponsors he went on to say.
“We have been blessed with great
and enthusiastic support. There are
some sponsors who have been with
us since 1978. The last couple of years
have been difficult and this year will
probably be the most difficult, but we
still have a really good, hardcore support.
“I really think people in Longford
appreciate that we provide something
that's very essential in the community
– entertainment and education, of
the hundreds of people that have
gone through the society.”
For more information see
www.backstage.ie M

Hullabaloo, by Niamh Carroll,
Kinnitty

Athlone Literary Festival
makes a Good Story for 2011
Clear your diaries for October 7, 8 and 9 for the Athlone Literary Festival 2011. This established annual
celebration, once again, promises a unique and diverse line-up of events on literary, arts and current affairs
themes. Local talent will be showcased alongside the best national and international writers and performers at
the festival where guests and audiences to meet and share a love of good conversation and great books.
Hitting Athlone in October will be a
diverse mix of writing talent and
provocative speakers, exciting
workshop opportunities and an
important platform for local writers
and performers to share their work
with an ever-growing audience.
Athlone Literary Festival 2010 was
one of the most ambitious and
successful to date. Following 10
years bringing the highest quality
readings, workshops and other
convivial literary gatherings to the
Midlands, last year’s festival was
one of innovation. The festival
brought events into local secondary
schools, held a literary-themed art
exhibition entitled Loveliest of the
Lawn, hosted Abie Philbin Bowman’s
stand-up comedy show in Passionfruit
Theatre and organised Athlone’s
Sunday Miscellany showcasing
tremendous local writing and musical
talent – all for the first time!
Also launched was the Athlone Literary
Festival’s first literary cocktail; the
Willie Ryan was designed and
launched to honour local writer
John Broderick and his acclaimed
novel The Waking of Willie Ryan.
On top of that the festival committee
were involved in Westmeath’s
inaugural Culture Night and are
looking forward to contributing to
the fun of Culture Night 2011.
A number of high-profile guests
visited the festival for the first time
last year including Terence Frisby,
Claire Keegan and Michael D.
Higgins. Terry, the playwright and
screenwriter behind the Peter
Seller’s hit There’s a Girl in My
Soup, caused a sensation with his
charm and wit as he related his

From Friday, August 5, the Georgian
Heritage town of Birr turns back time
for the 43rd Annual Birr Vintage Week
& Arts Festival which is one of the
longest running Festivals in the country.
The all-inclusive programme of
entertainment celebrates the history
and heritage of the town as well as its
modern vitality with local clubs, societies
and venues planning annual highlights
and new feature events. However, in
recent years, the dynamic range of
contemporary arts exhibitions and arts

TAKING TO THE
STAGE FOR CHARITY
Longford Variety Group is all about
the young people and giving them a
chance to sing on stage, according
to its musical director, Brian Murray.
Completely voluntary, with all proceeds
raised going towards the local hospice,
Brian explained that he started the
group as a means of raising funds
for St Luke’s Hospital in Dublin,
having witnessed first-hand the
treatment and care they gave to
his late grandmother.
“I wanted to give something back so
I started doing charity work, initially
for St Luke’s and in the first two years I
raised €10,000,” Brian explained.
Brian himself started off in John
Player Tops aged just 14 and learned
a lot working with the late Tony
‘Dynamite’ Donlon, a well-known
local producer. With his years of
experience, particularly in musicals,
Brian developed the concept of creating
a musical theatre show that would
feature local talent.

Poet Desmond Egan pictured with Michael D. Higgins at the Athlone Literary Festival

memories of growing up as an
evacuee from the Blitz. He captivated
local school children and adults
alike with his tales of courage and
resilience in wartime Britain.
Claire Keegan, internationally
honoured Irish short stor y writer
and renowned writing teacher,
impressed festival audiences with
the quiet authority of her morning
masterclass and her charismatic
reading from the novella Foster.
A large audience attended an
interview with Michael D. Higgins
who charmed the assembly with
his musings on his life, poetry and
his candidacy for President.
Last year the festival also launched
its new forum for showcasing local
writing and musical talent –
Athlone’s Sunday Miscellany.
Readings by five local published
writers Gearoid O’Brien, Jean Farrell,
Lorraine Francis, Jason Gill and
Liam Horan, and music by Tony
Dunne, Bean Dolan and About
Time delighted the crowds on a

sunny morning by the Shannon.
The Miscellany was such a
success that the event reappeared on Februar y 13 with a
love theme featuring readings from
Vera Hughes, Sinead Killgarriff,
Jason Gill, Sally Knight, Josie
McArdle and music from Bean
Dolan, Fiona Ducke and Avril
Whelehan. Athlone Community
Radio was even there on the day to
record the event and a podcast is
available on the festival website
www.athloneliteraryfestival.com.
For further information see
www.athloneliteraryfestival.com
The committee is always keen to
hear from local writers and groups
and can be contacted at
literaryathlone@gmail.com
The committee also hopes to run more
events like Miscellany in the coming
months so keep your eye on the festival
website and Facebook page at
facebook.com/athloneliteraryfestival
and twitter.com/athloneliterary.
M

Birr celebrates 43rd Vintage Week & Arts Festival
by Janine Wilson PRO, Birr Vintage
Week & Arts Festival Committee.

Briefs

events have increased in scope.
The 2011 Visual Arts Trail will feature
a number of group and solo shows by
artists who have exhibited from local
to international level. Informal artists
networking opportunities take place
throughout the week, as well as artists’
talks, offering artists and audience
members alike an opportunity to explore
and discuss the work on show.
Not only will venues like Birr Theatre &
Arts Centre, Birr Library, Tin jug Studio
and Nova hold exhibitions but the curators
of the Trail also take advantage of vacant
shop units, café walls and various

unorthodox spaces to house the many
visiting artists who bring their installations,
performance art, sculpture, paintings,
photography and film work to Birr.
The festival programme will also include
classical music concerts, workshops for
all ages in dance and music, lunch-time
theatre and concerts. French brass
band Fanfare Piston make a return.
For further information call:
087 922 6961
or see www.birrvintageweek.com
or Facebook.
M

“The main thing for me, out from the
hospice, when I was growing up there
wasn’t really that much of theatre
(for young people). For me it’s all
about the young people, giving them
a chance to learn their craft, whether
it be in dance, or comedy or drama.
The whole thing is so diverse that
they get a chance to do a piece of
everything,” said Brian. The popularity
of the show is evident in the numbers.
“The year before last we had nearly
100 young people with us.
Unfortunately, we had to cut back
last year simply because we didn't
have the manpower to look after all
the young people. We still maintain
high numbers. Last year between
young and old people, we had
approximately 60.” Each year the
show carries a different title and
theme. They select various numbers
from musicals and sing hit songs
from the charts, as well as including
a number of a comedy sketches.
“The main thing is it’s musical theatre,
but I do try and put something that’s
different and original every year.
“We’re very lucky that we have people
like John Kelly to oversee the comedy,
Gerry Gorman, who does the wonderful
set designs, our musical director,
Paul Gurney and people like Christine
O’Brien, Sylvia Johnston and Liz Leavy
who have been with me for many years.
Everyone who works on the show is a
volunteer; we all do it for it the love of
doing it. We’d be lost without these people.
It’s hard work but it’s great. We get a
chance to pass on our knowledge and
experience to the younger kids,” said Brian.
They also made the move last year
to take the show from the town’s
Temperance Hall to Backstage Theatre,
which has proven to be extremely
successful. One of the highlights
was the Cell Block Tango scene.
“We took an excerpt from Chicago
that was choreographed by a guy
called Fosse – a very intricate piece
of choreography and we were lucky
in that we had (local professional
choreographer) Aimie Duignan last
year who did a great job on it. For an
amateur group to come along and
produce what they did was really
terrific to watch.”
Plans are already being drawn up
for this year’s show, which doesn’t
hit the stage until November but
already signs are that it will be “a
little bit diverse again”.
21
M

“During the eighties, I just became
so frustrated because I wasn’t able to live
my artistic life so I made the decision to
leave Germany and come home in 1991.”

STACIA BLAKE, IRISH VISUAL ARTIST, IN CONVERSATION WITH ANN EGAN

School holidays in Ireland
shaped the artist
Q: Stacia, will you talk to me a little
about your life?
A: I am Irish but I was born in Exeter,
Devon. During my childhood I spent my
holidays in Ireland. My mother sent me
over to my Grandfather and Auntie Peggy
in Bagnalstown. My mother and father
worked in a hospital for mental health.
With them both working, they would need
to have the kids looked after in the
summer so we’d be sent off on the boat
from Wales until the tiny little airport
Shannon was opened up.
Q: How did your time in Ireland
influence you?
A: I lived all year round for my trips to
Ireland. I always felt Irish and more at home
in Ireland than I did in England so I would
be counting the days until the next visit.
The first thing I’d say as I got off the boat
at maybe three or four was ‘When am I
going back?’ It was always quite emotional
and I would be very upset at the time of
leaving Ireland.
Q: What are your memories of your
times in Ireland?
A: The main thing was being in a lovely old
house with my Grandfather and Auntie.
My Grandfather was a builder. I watched
him preparing things in the back shed –
working with all the equipment. He was
a very artistic man. My Auntie Peggy ran
the household, cooking wonderful food.
In the evenings she’d tell me about books,
films, art, and plays. I’d also spend a lot
of time down by the river or at the
swimming pool. They were definitely the
strong, artistic influence in my early life.
Q: Do you remember the moment you
chose art?
A: I was always fiddling with little
things. I think I was just unhoned, like a
piece of stone. Being an artist wasn’t a
conscious decision. You take so much in
when you are a child and people don’t
realise. There was so much in my
Grandfather’s house that he made – a
little cupboard for pipes, and a dresser
for my aunt, little wooden people, little
screw things to join their legs and arms
together. He carved in bone; he carved
my mother’s name in a piece of bone, it
looked like ivory. The majority of artistic
things I learned growing up had nothing
to do with school. I really hated school
but I liked javelin, PE and shot putt. In
Exminster, where we lived, two ladies
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taught me how to make big, chunky
beads from wallpaper. I learned more from
those kind of people than I did in school.
I left school as soon as I could which I have
regretted over the years.
Q: What did you do after you left school?
A: In my mid-teens I did dance and
mime – a form of free expression – with
a music group. We toured all over
Europe, USA, and Canada. I spent about
five years doing dance and mime. In the
meantime I got married. I moved to
Germany. I worked at a lot of different
things to keep the family going. I did some
drawing and printing, but not as much as
I wanted to. During that time I did backing
vocals on records. I also did some extra
work in films. During the eighties, I just
became so frustrated because I wasn’t
able to live my artistic life so I made the
decision to leave Germany and come
home in 1991. I went to Art College in
Cork which again was difficult because I
have dyslexia. During that time I spent
three months in a college in Finland and
that was the best part of my art
education; they are so open. After that I
was doing different bodies of work,
mainly spiritual landscapes.
Q: How did your work about visual
impairment happen?
A: I can’t really remember how my work
about visual impairment came about.
Sometimes you take in so much through
your eyes as well as the rest of your
being, so I thought if I close it off for a
while – and anyway I started working. I
created a body of work about visual
impairment using Braille magazines which
were supplied by Die Welt and Stern. They
sent me big boxes of the paper. INSIGHT
OUT was the title of the work on visual
impairment. That work was shown in The
Dunamase and also formed part of an
exhibition in the Irish Embassy in Berlin.
Q: Where did the inspiration for PIECE
WORK come from?
A: Coming to the end of that body of
work, PIECE WORK started to develop for
me. Like other things that stem from my
childhood, I must have heard about
Hiroshima and Nagasaki; it must have
impacted on my psyche to have come
out at that later stage in my life. I
wanted to find a way – but in a beautiful
and compassionate way – to remember
the victims of Hiroshima and Nagasaki as

people, not as victims. I think if you relate
to them as people, you have to think
that atomic weaponry is morally wrong.
The raised dots of Braille captivated me
somehow. In that space, the vision of all
the people being represented by circles
came into my mind. I started creating works
with circles. I did some paintings with circles
and then the clarity came that I was going
to use the circle to symbolise these people.
I was going to continue doing that until I
made one for everyone who had died.
PIECE WORK is my main work at the
moment but I’ve come to the conclusion
that I also need to do something parallel
to it to keep a balance. I create these works
on Shikishi – Japanese calligraphy boards.
I make three brush strokes on to them
with Sumi ink, then I create minute circles
on the black surface. I have created over
200 so far and there will be more!
Q: Can you talk about your work with
Oragami Cranes?
A: Oragami Cranes are also part of
PIECE WORK. Oragami is the Japanese
art of paper folding. The cranes represent
good fortune and longevity. The cranes
would have been made by a girl called
Sadako Sasaki, a victim of atomic
bombing of Hiroshima. She had leukaemia
and she believed if she made a thousand
paper cranes that she would get better
but, unfortunately, Sadako died in 1955
aged only 12 before she could finish
them. Her friends at school made the
rest of the cranes for her. She is a
symbol of peace for people who know of
her. When I read about Sadako, I decided
to incorporate the cranes into PIECE
WORK. A lot of the cranes in the exhibition

are made by the children from Scoil
Mhuire, Portlaoise. Visitors to the exhibition
made cranes. Cranes have been sent to
me from Germany and Japan. The largest
crane is about three foot in height and
the smallest is three millimetres. They are
in many colours and they number about
two thousand or more. My hope is to
involve communities in PIECE WORK by
inviting them to make and donate pieces.
The actual exhibition also incorporates
other elements, for example bells and
sculptures of winged creatures as they
go from one place to another.
Q: You mentioned you were also
involved in parallel work?
A: I am continuously working on PIECE
WORK but parallel to that, after being
selected to take part in the exhibition of
The Open Mind of Lafcadio Hearn in Matsue
in Japan in October 2010, I’ve become
increasingly intrigued by his writings, his
books. I have started to make interpretations
in response to his stories of Japan.
Q: How will you present this work?
A: The piece I submitted for exhibition
in the Lafcadio Hearn Memorial Museum
is called O’Sono’s Secret. It is 80 by 80,
acr ylic on canvas, monochrome. I will
create approximately eight more the same
size and then I will do interpretations of
other stories. I’m doing this to create a
balance in my life because PIECE WORK
can be quite challenging at times.
Q: Have you received support to
achieve the creation of these impressive
and inspirational bodies of work?
A: I would like to acknowledge The Arts
Office, Laois County Council, The Arts
Council, Arts and Disability Forum Ireland,
Culture Ireland and Art Forum JARFO
Kyoto Japan – they have all been a great
help in supporting my art practise.
M

ARTS UTILISED AT
ST CHRISTOPHER’S

St Christopher’s Services in Longford is
synonymous with the provision of
stimulating development opportunities
to those with intellectual disabilities
and an integral part of the school’s
programme is its progressive and
comprehensive arts programmes.

Ceara Conway
Commissioned
ARTIST Ceara Conway has been
commissioned by Offaly County
Council under the Per Cent for Art
scheme to work with the residents
of Killane Drive in Edenderry to
devise a new feature for the large
green in front of their estate.

grabbed my imagination”.

The residents were keen to create
something which would become an
interactive feature for the children
who play on the green, but would also
appeal to adults and become a focal
point for future community gatherings.

“I find a great symbolism in this
idea of creating an environment and
that of creating home. Birds nesting,
bird houses, play houses, meeting
areas linked with bridges, landscaping,
and creating an environment for
wildlife, these are all the things were
looking at,” continued Ceara.

Ceara’s submission focused on
devising a project in collaboration
with the community and the residents
felt that this would provide a more
meaningful
outcome
than
a
preconceived idea.

“I’ve been inspired by several things;
watching the kids play has given me
info on what type of space they need
and a few residents mentioned the
lack of birds on the estate because
the estate is so new.

She said the group had been
looking at the work and philosophies
of the artist Friedrich Hundertwasser.

“I’ve talked with a lot of people and
even given my slide show talk in people’s
kitchens and I've spent time watching
how the children use the estate.”

A number of billboards have been
installed in the estate with information
on the project and drawings and
ideas that the group has worked on
so far and one has been left blank for
people to add their thoughts.
“I hope that we can bring out the
skills of some of the residents who
might be interested in making the
piece and to use local fabricators
where possible. My next step is to
consult with a landscaper, and to
organise the workshops!” said
Ceara.

She explained that “the beginning
point” had been “a combination of the
needs of the residents plus what’s

For more information see
www.publicart.ie, www.practise.ie;
Facebook: Killane Drive Public Art Project
2011 or www.cearaconway.com M

The artist started the project in
February and is currently focusing on
discussion groups with interested
residents and children.
Ceara told Midland Arts and Culture
Magazine: “I now have a core group
that meet with me every Tuesday morning
and we've arrived at some ideas that
I think we might be running with.

Three modules of this arts
programme namely drama, music and
visual arts are utilised by almost every
one of the centre’s 150 plus users as
the centre’s management continues
its commitment to employ arts as a
tool in social development as it has
done for the past 20 years. Visitors to
St Christopher’s are immediately introduced to the fruits of the school’s arts
programme as the vivid colours of the
student’s work jumps from the wall in
the reception area. The talent that is
apparent in these works has been
drawn out of the service users by the
centre’s teacher of art Jean Healy. Jean
explained that the key to engaging
those with special needs in the arts is
to make it accessible and relevant.
“I’m here 11 years and the work that
I do is to try and use as many different
media as possible with different service
users. Over the past number of years I
have endeavoured to encourage all the
students to try out as many new ways of
expressing themselves in the visual arts
as possible.”
The appreciation of the visual arts
feeds into many other of the school’s

CEARA CONWAY
ABOUT THE ARTIST...
Having studied Art at the Edinburgh
College of Art, Alfred College, New York
and NCAD, Ceara Conway went on to set
up a Glass Blowing Studio in Rome for
two years before returning live and work
in the west of Ireland.
Her area and interest of practice focuses
on Participatory Art Projects and
residencies where she has the
opportunity to address issues that are
of interest to her. She does this through
her collaborations with community
groups, artists' residencies and public
commissions.

modules; however, its symbiotic
relationship with the musical and
dramatic arts is ver y apparent.
Exploring how people behave in
particular situations is an element of
social improvisation studied in the
drama module. Evelyn Kelly has been
working in St Christopher’s for 18
years and in that time has helped
service users develop sensory awareness through a variety of dramatic
tools. Evelyn said that the drama programme engages each on a level that
challenges each student and provides them
with a tangible reward for their efforts.
“We explore a range of human emotions
and feelings in a safe space; we examine
choices and moral dilemmas and
develop responses to dramatic stimuli.
“However, I suppose that our main
focus, and the one that all the students
would most look forward to, would be
our Christmas concerts.” As Music
Facilitator, Angela Reynolds works in a
medium that is both therapeutic and
educational. Her passion and
enthusiasm for the subject is apparent
in the inclusive manner in which she
strives to bring music to all. Angela
has been working on the music
programme in St Christopher’s for 18
years. “I work with a very broad variety
of age groups. Each group has a
different goal, but the common goal is
to provide the service users with a
variety of skills to help them progress
in their lives.”
At present the arts programme has
two outreach projects working with
schools and voluntar y groups in
Ballymahon and Edgeworthstown to
bring art to the towns. Jean explains:
“We are to have an exhibition of works in
the shop windows of the towns. Every
school and community group in the
towns have been invited to work with our
service users on this project.”
It is apparent that the service users
get a lot out of the artistic module.
“When you ask the service users about
what we do they explain ‘I am an
artist’. Art has become an everyday part
of their lives, they look forward to
participate in the class. It is an
experience not simply about what they
create, but about the milieu in which
that creation takes place,” Jean added.

Her most current projects include an
artist's residency with RTE Radio na
Gaeltachta, a Per Cent for Art
Commission in Ballinasloe and an up
and coming Residency in Ciall Rialaig.
She has written articles for Foinse and
has reported for TG4's art programme
Imeall.
M
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CASTLEPALOOZA
TURNS SIX
Castlepalooza Music & Arts Festival which
was described by the Sunday Business
Post as “the best little music festival in
Ireland” celebrates its sixth birthday this
summer and is bringing some of the best
Irish music and culture to the Midlands.
Held over the August Bank Holiday weekend
(from July 30 to 31) in the grounds of
Charleville Castle, Tullamore, the boutique
festival has a well respected reputation
for great music, diverse culture and good
craic over the weekend!!

Midland
Masterclasses
SCREENWRITING MASTERCLASS
A one-day workshop
introducing participants
to the basics of cinematic
stor ytelling through an
exploration of character
transformation and threeact structure is set for Saturday,
September 3 from 10am to 4pm. The
workshop which costs €20 will appeal
to anyone with an idea for a film but
without the know-how to write it. It will
equip participants with the basic
tools to begin writing well-crafted, visually
interested cinematic stories. Awardwinning writer and director Michael
Kinirons will also provide information
on what to do with a finished script,
where to get funding and how to
attract a producer to your project.

and co-artistic director of Gúna Nua
Theatre, will share his thoughts on
directing through a series of games
and practical exercises. Topics to be
explored include status, intimacy and
the relationship with the audience or
spectator. Students will explore three
theatre texts from different eras looking
at space, movement and working with
actors. This workshop scheduled for
Saturday, September 10, is aimed at
participants who have some experience
of theatre (amateur or professional)
and are interested in furthering their
knowledge of directing.

The workshop will take place in the Council
Chamber, Civic Offices, Westmeath County Council,
Mullingar (Old building, beside Arts Centre)
To Book telephone 044 9332140
email arts@westmeathcoco.ie
or see www.westmeathcoco.ie/arts

DEALING WITH TENSIONS &
CONFLICT CREATIVELY AND
CONSTRUCTIVELY
Susanne Bosch
and
Dragan
Miloshevski will
use several
cr eative
exercises and
critical reflection to highlight the fact
that creative work in public space
and/or with people always provokes,
creates and embraces conflict. Susanne
Bosch is an artist, art-based researcher
and teacher. She lectures in Fine art
research at the University of Ulster in
Belfast. She is a trained Open Space
facilitator and trained in conflict
analysis and management. Dragan
Miloshevski is a conflict consultant
from Macedonia where he worked for
a International Organisation for
Constructive Conflict Transformation.
This course on Saturday, September
17, asks what tools and skills can
you use to deal with tensions and
conflict constructively and creatively
and which role can you play in such
settings? A number of creative methods
from Augusto Boal, Marshall Rosenberg
(Non-Violent Communication) and public

CREATIVE WRITING/SHORT
STORY WRITING MASTERCLASS
A one-day workshop on saturday,
September 3, introducing participants
to the basics of creative writing the
course will focus on how to be original
in expressing ideas and shaping as
well as explaining the concept of
clever plotting and staying relevant.
The course will be run by Mary Barron
who graduated from UCD with a BA
in pure English and an MA in Middle
English. She has lectured in Yeats
College for over 10 years and has
published work for Folens as well as
been the author of numerous poems
and short stories. She is currently
working on her first novel.
This workshop which costs €20 will take
place at Council Chamber, Civic Offices,
Westmeath County Council, Mullingar.

DIRECTING FOR THE STAGE
MASTERCLASS
Paul Meade, a writer, director, actor
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It will take place at Hilltown House,
Castlepollard, Co Westmeath.
To Book telephone 086 0637648,
email fionnualaco@eircom.net
or see www.hilltown.ie

The festival has received much national and
international acclaim and was nominated
for Best Small Festival in the European
Festival Awards 2010 and shortlisted for
IMRO Music Festival of the Year 2010.
The Sunday Times described the festival
as “one of the greatest weekend events”
while The Irish Independent called it “the
teddy bears’ picnic of music festivals”. Other
numerous accolades included that from
Hot Press which said: “Castlepalooza has
raised the Irish festival bar exceptionally high”.

art practices will be used. The purpose
of the workshop is to introduce the
participants to creative communication
methods from the art field, peace
pedagogy and self-reflective learning.

This year one of the main aims of the
already hugely popular festival is to expand
on community involvement by hosting a
number of intimate gigs in local Tullamore
venues, featuring artists from the line-up.

This course will take place in Hilltown
House, Castlepollard, Co Westmeath.
To Book telephone 086 0637648
email fionnualaco@eircom.net
or see www.hilltown.ie

Festival Director, Cillian Stewart is eager to
ensure that Tullamore and the surrounding
areas benefit from the festival’s music
and arts programme in their locality.

STILL LIFE WORKSHOP
WITH JOHN KEATING
A one-day Still Life workshop run by
John Keating will take place on November
15 in the Dunamaise Arts Centre
Gallery and aims to provide a means
of experimenting with design concepts
and the probing of space and depth,
texture, light and colour with personally
chosen items and composition.
John has received more than 25
awards for painting, including the
Pollock-Krasner Foundation Grant,
The Cambridge Award (RHA).
MEMOIR/AUTOBIOBRAPHICAL
WRITING WITH PAT BORAN
Poet, fiction and
memoir writer Pat
Boran will host a oneday intensive writing
workshop focused on
a u t o b i o g r a p h y,
guiding participants
through approaches to discovering
and framing their personal stories and
exploring ways in which events of
personal significance may be expanded
upon to make them of interest and
relevance to a wider audience. A
radio broadcaster and publisher, Pat
Boran is a regular contributor of
autobiographical pieces to RTÉ’s
Sunday Miscellany and the author of
The Invisible: Scenes from an Irish
Childhood (Dedalus Press, 2009).
For more information contact the
Arts Office, Laois County Council
on 057 8674342/43

M

With one of the most unique locations of
any festival in Ireland, Castlepalooza takes
full advantage of Charleville Castles’s
stunning rooms, holding workshops,
exhibitions and short film screening within
the morning room and the ballroom.
But much of what is being planned remains
to be unveiled as the 2011 brief is currently
being formulated with several projects
under way with artistic organisations across
the countr y and FTLO and Re-dress are
set to be involved again this year.
Please send any ideas to
info@castlepalooza.com and see
www.castlepalooza.com for further
information.

FEATURES ON THE ARTS PROGRAMME
LAST YEAR WERE:
• An art exhibition curated by artistic
collaboration For The Love Of (FTLO)
which made a call for submissions all
over Ireland. More than 40 pieces of
art were received and displayed in the
ballroom for the duration of the festival.
• Ethical fashion group Re-dress ran an
interactive fashion design workshop,
using materials printed by FTLO artists
and clothing produced included a denim
jacket made out of a pair of jeans.
• Jack Wise, Street Per formance World
Champion 2010, mingled with crowds.
Jedi mind tricks and card tricks entertained
attendees throughout the Sunday
afternoon.
• Workshops in Burlesque, Circus Skills,
Hip-Hop and African Percussion.
• Castle Shorties – short film competition.
Call for submissions went out in January.
Entries were shortlisted to 10 films
and shown consecutively at the festival
where the winner was selected by
attendees. M

Briefs
SHAKE IT UP AT
SHAKEFEST
The sixth annual ShakeFest – a
community run holistic fair day for
families, international dance enthusiasts and active citizens – will take
place once more on the June Bank
Holiday weekend at Charleville Castle.
Orchestrated with a multicultural and
international theme to embrace a new
Ireland, Shake – A Celebration of
Dance, aims to bring together a variety
of dance and cultures in Tullamore and
showcase an evening of multicultural
dance of excellence. Shake is an
educational series of dance workshops
happening during the day on Saturday,
May 28 and Sunday, May 29.

Songstress
BRINGING IRISH MUSIC TO A WIDER AUDIENCE
Irish band Emer Dunne & Drua has
culminated a new and fresh sound
bringing
their
audiences
from
Mountmellick to Amsterdam and Japan
to Dublin a foot stomping and diverse
musical experience.

As well as her power ful vocal ability,
Emer is a champion dancer and plays
guitar and whistle and has travelled
across Europe and Japan as a solo
singer and dancer with a song and
dance troop.

The band consists of talented singer
and dancer Emer Dunne, highly skilled
guitarist Simon Graydon and champion
musicians, Robert and James Har vey
on flute and banjo/mandolin.

Now Emer has joined forces with Simon,
James and Robert and together they form
Emer Dunne & Drua, creating an Irish
sound with a new and interesting twist.

Singer Emer has been described as
having one of the most clear and
beautiful voices in the music scene and
she has been making quite a name for
herself in the past few years.
A true original with a unique blend of
sound, Emer has been involved with various
genres of music including classical,
Irish, acoustic, folk, modern and even
writes some of her own material.
Emer has had her own successful gigs
and shows throughout the Midlands
and has shared the stage with the likes
of John Spillane, Kila, Frankie Gavin
and Mick Hanly among other well
established artists.

NEWS FROM

Robert and James are both All-Ireland
champion musicians. Robert has
completed his Masters in Music
Per formance in the DIT and James is
currently studying Irish Music in
Limerick University. Guitarist Simon
Graydon excels in all genres of music
and has experience of working with
many bands. His rock and acoustic
influences add a great feature to the
group and his knowledge and
understanding of style and sound helps to
give the group its unique edge.
Emer told Midlands Arts and Culture
magazine: “It is great to immerse oneself
in different styles of music and be open to
various possibilities. I have had varied
opportunities from singing at classical

events to indie nights to acoustic venues
and now I am working with some of the
most talented musicians to create
something new and different in the Irish
scene.”

This year Shakefest hosts Chandani
and Yancah, part of German Experimental Tribal Dance Troupe Zaghareet.
Zaghareet have been on the board
of management for the German
Association of Oriental Dance for four
years, and have been per forming
together for five years. Their medium is
Tribal Bellydance, but they also
experiment with a variety of styles in
order to keep creativity and innovation
fresh. There are also workshops in
Burlesque, Spanish Belly Fusion,
Sha’abi Stick Dance, Roman Dance and
Raggaeton. Shakefest has grown from
a day of energy, movement and dance
to a week-end of multicultural and
international relaxation and holistic
living.

Now going from strength to strength,
Emer Dunne & Drua’s, distinctive approach
to Irish music has led to very successful
gigs and shows in many venues including
performances in Mulligan’s Irish music
venue in Amsterdam, the renowned
Cobblestone music venue in Dublin, and
in the Balcony Theatre in Mountmellick, Laois.
The group plays a mixture of Irish tunes
and songs, and they also combine
modern and Irish music together to
create something new and different.
“We are hoping to bring Irish music to a
wider audience while remaining true to
the fundamentals of its tradition.”

Anyone interested can simply pop in to
a course of interest or if they fancy a
longer escape can even camp around
the castle.

While the group is already in the
recording studio they have also planned
a line up of shows and gigs for the
coming months such as Athy Arts
Centre in Co Kildare on June 11 and
Christ ChurchMCathedral, Co Waterford
on June 19.

Check out www.shakefest.net
and for further information,
email info@shakefest.net
or call 057 9323 040

For more information on the band please

Belmont Mill

JORN RONNAU RETURNS TO THE MILL
Danish Sculptor Jorn Ronnau, who is a
regular visitor to Offaly, will be returning
to Belmont Mill in June to complete a
large wooden piece called Pillar of Hearts
which will be on display from July 1
when the Mill is open to the public. Jorn
first came to Offaly when he created a
piece for the Sculpture in the Parklands
2002 at Boora called the Lough Boora
Triangle – a space for meditation. He
later returned to the county with a solo
exhibition, The Scriptorium at Áras an
Chontae in Tullamore in 2006, exhibiting
large wood sculptures carved from a
felled beech tree in Durrow – a body of
work which was created at Belmont Mill
during 2005. Then in 2007 Jorn was
commissioned by Offaly County Council
to create the Pavilions, a series of
carved wooden shelters nestled in the
parklands beside an award-winning
experimental housing scheme. Last
year he returned to Ireland to collect Holy
Water from 101 sacred wells throughout
Ireland for an exhibition in Denmark.
Studio Bursary Programme Retained
Like all arts programmes, Belmont Mill
faced a reduction in funding in 2011
but felt that so much energy and work
has gone into establishing the studio’s

bursar y programme and associated
activities that they have committed to
retaining the programme for 2011. The
Bursary Artist’s Programme commenced
in April and an exhibition timetable kicks
off with the work of Antonio Lopez –
recipient of bursary in 2010 – on July 1.
Later in the autumn a series of lectures
called Talking Art at Belmont by Art
Historians from National Galler y of
Ireland will take place in September,
October and November. For more
updates on the programme at Belmont
Mill check out www.belmontmill.com or
contact sandy@belmontmill.com

BELMONT MILL
SUMMER PROGRAMME
Fashion LAB/Fun with Fashion
A five-day summer fashion workshop
for 13–15 year olds runs from July 25
to 29 from 10am to 3pm. Fashion LAB
is essentially a fashion design
workshop for teenagers where the
participants will be encouraged to develop
a basic fashion concept from start to
finish while learning some simple sewing
and handwork skills. The teenage
participants will create a Fashion Diary to
collect inspiration and draw in and
which will be displayed with their final
creations, drawings and other design

work at the end of the week. Course
Leader is Sinead O’Dwyer who was the
recipient of the Re-designing Ireland
Fashion Award for Secondary schools
in 2008 and is studying Fashion Design
at Arnhem Art EZ School of Fashion in
Holland. Sinead was summer school
course leader for Brandon Ballengee’s
Eco Actions Summer School at
Sculpture in the Parklands in 2010 and
worked with Patrick Dougherty on his
Willow Installation at the Sculpture Park
in 2008. Participants in the summer
school will need to provide their own
lunch. The course costs €85 for the
week and most materials are included.
Sinead can be contacted on 087
6963779.
Summer Kids' Club
A five-day Summer
Kids' Club for seven
to 10 year olds is
scheduled to run
from July 18 to 22.
The summer kids'
club with a twist will
incorporate music, art, games and
movement inspired by the local
heritage site of Belmont Mills.
Participants will learn songs, make
percussion instruments that explore
the sounds of the mill at work, create
drawings and 3D work inspired by the

shapes, colours, flora and fauna of the
area. There will be a demonstration of
their work on the last day of the course.
Each day runs from 10am to 3pm.
Participants will provide their own
lunch. The course costs €85 and most
materials are included. Children will be
divided into two age groups: seven to
eight and nine to 10. Contact Aoise on
087 777 0230.
Summer Art Workshops for Kids
Four week long summer art workshops
for children are set for the Mill running
from July 4 to 8; July 11 to 15; July 25
to 20 and August 15 to 19. Children
aged between six and 13 will enjoy five
days immersed in creative studies at
these workshops which are designed
to broaden perception, abilities, and
affinity for many different media, as well
as spark a desire for future investigation
and learning. The children will explore
a wide array of drawing and painting
mediums such as graphite, charcoal,
pen and ink, pastels, water colors and
acrylics. Also, lots of fun art projects
such as mosaic, felt, collage and a
variety of rather unexpected materials
will be used to inspire creativity in each
emerging young artists. Participants are
advised to wear old clothes, turn up
and be prepared to get inspired!
M
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Festival of the Fires
TO REIGNITE PASSION FOR ARTS, CULTURE AND HERITAGE
Festival of the Fires is the brainchild
of entrepreneur Paddy Dunning,
Uisneach owner David Clarke and
Westmeath journalist and broadcaster
Ronan Casey who want it to grow
into an event that will rival St
Patrick’s Day in its national reach.
The organisers have also revealed
that for those who would like to be
artistically involved in this year’s
event, an exciting package is available
for artists and recommend that you
email for more information.
For the May Bank Holiday Dunning
and his team are inviting the Irish
Diaspora back to celebrate in their
local communities where a host of
arts, cultural and heritage activities
will take place at satellite beacon
events in all 32 counties.
The first festival took place in May
2010, with 73 other sites and
communities joining the main Uisneach
celebration with 14 international fires
also lit in solidarity.
The dawn of May will see Ireland
illuminated with the return of the
countr y’s most iconic festival, the
ancient Bealtaine celebration that is
Festival of the Fires and Co Westmeath
will getting all fired up to celebrate.
26

From its Hill of Uisneach epicentre in
the exact centre of Ireland in Co
Westmeath, Festival of the Fires will
spread to communities across the
island with over 100 hills in all 32
counties uniting to welcome in the
summer and unite Ireland in celebration.

Security at the event
was a throwback to
ancient Celtic times,
with over 50 guards
on horseback, clad in
ancient tartan.
It is a truly iconic event – one which
until 2010 had not been celebrated
to such a scale in over 1,400 years.
The main festival itself will take place
on the historic Hill of Uisneach on
Saturday April 30. Uisneach, which is
located half-way between Mullingar
and Athlone close to the delightful
villages of Killare and Loughnavalley,
will come alive with outdoor art and
installations for the entire weekend,
all created by artists from the Midlands
and beyond, and all under the expert

eye of festival artistic director Patsy
Preston from Moate.
The unique hilltop festival site will also
be decorated with bespoke indoor and
outdoor musical stages, food and
beverage villages, a holistic healing
village, arts and crafts workshops
and a spoken word area which will
feature guest lectures from noted
historians as well as comedy, spoken
word and debate.
Special arts and heritage trails are
being devised for festival goers so
they can enjoy the hills many temporary
arts structures as well as its many
monuments which have been there
for millennia.
A special family area will feature
events for the younger generation as
well as some ancient Celtic sports
which are making a comeback.
Ancient agricultural ceremonies, in
keeping with the ancient Irish Bealtaine
traditions, will dazzle and amaze as
will the presence of hundreds of
horsemen and women in traditional
Celtic dress who will patrol the site
throughout the day.
The musical stages will play host to
dozens of well-known international

acts, Irish acts and some up-andcoming midlands talent and the festival
will culminate with its most spectacular
element – a dazzling night-time Fire
Parade led by the multi-award-winning
LUXe group from Donegal.
This signature Fire Parade will feature
hundreds of illuminated floats and
the collective talents of hundreds of
fire per formers as well as festival
goers who are being encouraged to
take part. The parade winds its way
through the festival site, bringing
festival goers with it on its merry trail

to the summit. Here, the parade will
culminate with the lighting of a
national fire, first at Uisneach and
then spreading to the four corners of
Ireland with satellite beacon events
at over 100 sites in 32 counties
making this an iconic cultural
celebration on a national scale.
Ver y special musical guests at the
Hill of Uisneach this year will be The
Saw Doctors, who will be headlining
the main outdoor stage. They will be
joined by the brilliant traditional Irish
group Kíla with the Hothouse Flowers,
Republic of Loose, Ronan O’Snodaigh
agus Liam O’Maonlai, Preachers Son,
Bi-Polar Empire, Riptide Movement,
The Aftermath, Pete Courtney, Touch
the Earth, DG Kelly, Arrow in the Sky,
Ronan Leonard and dozens more
acts, including one very special folk
legend who will be making his first
Irish festival appearance in years.

Lineup this year includes:
The Saw Doctors
Traditional Irish group Kíla
The Hothouse Flowers
Republic of Loose
Ronan O’Snodaigh
Liam O’Maonlai
Preachers Son
Bi-Polar Empire
Riptide Movement
The Aftermath
Pete Courtney
Touch the Earth
DG Kelly
Arrow in the Sky
Ronan Leonard
...and dozens more acts,
including one very special folk
legend who will be making his
first Irish festival appearance
in years...

Its history is a big part of the Festival
of the Fires experience, and all festival
goers are invited to attend a historical
lecture upon arrival to the site, and
they receive brochures detailing the
history, with suggested tours outlined.
Last year, artwork was dotted
throughout the festival site, and on
neighbouring hills, with wicker villages,
wooden horses and yurts, wooden
huts and crannogs all enchanting
festival goers.
Links between local colleges and
schools ensured artistic diversity and
great local pride in the arts trail, and
Moate Community College, Tuar Ard
and AIT all delivered impressive
outdoor arts pieces.
Hundreds more artists also left a
lasting impression on the hillside,
with Ann and Lesley Wingfield creating
wonderful pieces at the festival entrance.

Security at the event was a
throwback to ancient Celtic times,
with over 50 guards on horseback,
clad in ancient tartan.
Midland Tourism officer Rhona Rogers
said the “stunning event” gave the
region a “significant economic and
tourism boost at a time when it is
needed most”.
Pensioners and children are granted
free entrance.
Located between Athlone and
Mullingar, Uisneach and its legends
will come alive for Festival of the
Fires on Saturday April 30 from 10am
til late. A full list of satellite beacon
events will be published soon. M
Early Bird tickets are on sale now
priced €30 from all Ticketmaster
outlets and from www.ticketmaster.ie
For more information log onto
www.festivalofthefires.com
www.facebook.com/festivalofthefires
or email info@festivalofthefires.com

“a festival with a difference”
Irish Independent.

HISTORY OF THE
HILL OF UISNEACH
Steeped in history for at least
five millennia, the Hill of
Uisneach commands a special
place in Ireland, not just because
it has unique view of 21 counties
from its summit, but, according
to legend, is the place where
Ireland first received the gift of
fire from the gods.
It is truly unique festival epicentre.
Currently on a UNESCO shortlist
for World Heritage Status the
original seat of the High Kings is
a place that attracted Egyptians
up the Shannon and was
mentioned by Caesar in Gaul.
De Dannan, Fionn MacCumhaill,
Brian Boru, St Patrick, Daniel
O’Connell, De Valera and Pearse
were all visitors here. Huge national
assemblies took place here
stretching back to pre-history.
An eleventh Century Synod
carved up the country into the
Diocese still known today.
Most importantly for many, the
Goddess Ériu (after whom the
country is named) is buried
underneath its famous ‘Catstone’
monument (or Aill na Muireann
to give it its proper title). This is
the point where the four provinces
historically met, and it was this
stone that was the seat of the
original Irish High Kings.
The stories and legends of
Bealtaine, Deirdre of Sorrows,
Lunasa and Samhain all began
at Uisneach. And there is
even a legend the stones for
Stonehenge were taken from
Uisneach by Pendragon and
Merlin with a raiding army of
15,000 men!
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A Happy Camper
by Michael MacDonald
The Studio – In our Midst
The Minute you go through the front door
with its unique blue mix colour you
know where you are.
A hive of artistic endeavor and
talent spread all around
on unobtrusive friendly walls
touching friendly ceilings.
This immediately says to all visitors
‘relax and be at home’
with real artists of widely ranging
shapes and colours,
styles and media ranging from
a leggy horse to mysterious pictures
evoking a sense of nearness
to the sea, sea life,
all suitably remote from everyday life.
Lift off; your heart is raised,
art access feels intimate.
It is no longer strange to say
I like art and artists
and this homely Studio atmosphere
Revive the spirit,
good for ALL.

The Free Art Society which
is run by artists is now well
established on Mount Street
Gardens, next to the Mullingar
Arts Centre and already boasts
a fine gallery with installations
and parties, talks and clubs.
With events like Rock and Roll Art!,
OculAcoustic the Arty Party and Love
‘n Art, “this dynamic experimental,
experiencial dive into the well of
creativity” is producing tremendous
collaborative art and profound artistic
projects with many regular workshops
and drop-in painting sessions.
The venue belongs to Louis Peppard who
has sponsored the building and supported
the gestation phase of The Studio.
All of the artists so far are working
voluntarily.
Their mission statement says: “The
Free Art Society is a fully inclusive body
of professional artists who strive for the
furtherance of understanding and quality
of the arts through engagement in
collaborations with the full spectrum
of artistic disciplines.
"The Free art Society focuses strongly
on the visual arts while creating unique
evolutions and possibilities through the
valuable sharing of artistic insights,
philosophies and talents with all other
languages of artistic, cultural and
soulful expressions of Life.
“The Free Arts Society are committed to
developing their current space in The
Studio, Mount Street Gardens, into a
hub of creativity for member and nonmember artists for the realisation of
the mission statement for the growing
benefit of all involved artists and the
greater public.”
The events and workshops which have
sustained this mission thus far include
drop-in painting classes, and an afternoon
class where parents can bring children
for their own workshop while a little
creative adult time is offered in the
main studio space. Another alternative
is the Family Masterpiece workshop
where a family (or two together) can rent
out the space with professional help to
formulate and create their own work of
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The Free
Art Society
plans grand opening
at Westmeath Culture
Night 2011
art, having messy, dynamic
and great fun together for
ever-lasting memories.
The Studio also runs a variety
of workshops embracing
Peruvian Whistling Vessels,
voice workshops, exploring
space, movement and sound,
illustrated books, graphic
novels as well as theatre
production.
The studio also welcomes groups, with the
Film club now well underway and book
and philosophy clubs also expected to
take off by the end of 2011.
The gallery also contains quality, original
artworks through a range of price
affordability from an ever-increasing
number of artists.
In the summer there are two exciting
local projects in The Studio open for
public participation, which have been
supported by Westmeath County Council.
One is a project beginning in early
June, based on the inspiration of the
local landscape and history of Uisneach,
facilitated by Corina Thornton. This
begins with a guided tour around the
landscape of Uisneach and participants

are encouraged to take many
photographs or sketches for
reference, then return to The
Studio for concept design
and development. A visit
from Ruth Illingworth on the
following week will add the
finer details to the ideas
emanating from everyone
involved.
After a period of ‘play-time’
where the use of various media and
play will be used to help each
participant decide on their unique style
and concept, then the following weeks
will be used for the production of the
works of Art.
All shall be revealed to the public on
the evening of Culture Night Westmeath
2011 (September, 23) with a grand
opening.
Also pieces created during a series of
sculpture workshops for visual artists
shall be showing on culture night,
facilitated by Denise Terry. M
For more information go to
www.freeartsociety.net
email: info@freeartsociety.net
or call Corina on 086 8180730

RURAL DANCE
RESIDENCIES
What are they really like?
Nick Bryson and Jane Hawley from
Legitimate Bodies tell Midlands Arts
and Culture Magazine what a rural
dance residency is really like...
NICK BRYSON
“Birr Theatre & Arts Centre has been the home
of Legitimate Bodies Dance Company since
October 2007. Funded by Offaly County Council
and Arts Council, the residency involves the use
of the 100-year-old theatre space which deftly
turns into a studio by retracting the seating.
It also involves the use of administration and
storage space within the office of the theatre.
Along with Cristina Goletti, I have been working
within this framework for almost four years
and it has been an extraordinary and specific
opportunity for us.
It is also an opportunity that requires a great
deal of self-motivation and maturity. There
are advantages to being in rural Ireland rather
than Dublin, Cork or Limerick, but they require
a ver y steady eye to be appreciated. Away
from the fads of the city a dance practice can
get more radical.
This is something I agree on with Jane Hawley,
Associate Professor at the dance department
Luther College, Iowa State, USA who was taking
her sabbatical in Birr in November 2010 and
resonated with the location not just because
Ireland is kind of quaint. Iowa is rural.”
JANE HAWLEY
“It is also about appreciating that the pace of
change is slower than in the city, but you are
going somewhere often more significant in
terms of finding the specifics of you own
physical practice. This is the crux of the matter;
artistically that is what is on my agenda – to trust
my own ability and as always to remain curious.
Dedication. The central question is whether or
not it is possible to look after myself. This may
sound self-centred but it is only through putting
myself first that I can start to put those I am
teaching first at same time. It took me while to
realise this and then to realise how to do it.
There can be great warmth from those I meet. It
is a different type of support from what can be
found in the city, it comes from people who have
a heartfelt support for performances and
classes… and art. The teaching of contemporary
classes for any age group comes out of an
actual set of ideas being considered at the
time. The teaching is an extension of artistic
practice as opposed to a burdensome add-on to
‘serious’ dance work.
I get to pull out the talents already present in
people and encourage self-discovery and
independence.
The potential paradox of isolation in such a
residency is that you have a wonderful set up
around you but a dried-up well of inspiration. It is
important to appreciate this and find ways to
face it head-on. The commitment involved in
establishing a dance residency, which is really
part of the community, is massive. You need to
be sure about it and embrace the total reality.”

UPCOMING EVENTS
A national youth dance platform You(th) Share
has been instigated by the residency and will
take place on June 4 at 7pm.
The residency also has the community
participation fortnight Life Circles in June.
At the end of the year and the residency will
be holding an international solo workshop
and performance festival If Only.

IN PROFILE

Taking shape
with Sculptor
Mel French

Mel’s work, during the three years
of her degree, revolved around the
human body and psyche – ambiguous
images, performances and sculptures
that were difficult to discern what
situation the subject were created.
Her work often dealt with the
subject of sexualisation and social issues
around the body and discussing fine
lines between art and pornography
and issues of abusive or traumatic
situations/behaviour.
Her work at the time also involved
the viewer in an interactive way, life
size edible sculptures that the viewer
could eat or experience through
various senses particularly smell;
spaces were filled with opposing
smells that both lured and repelled
such as chocolate and disinfectant.
Mel’s work aimed to put the viewer
in a situation that both unnerved
them and made them question their
initial interpretation of the work and
social views and opinions.
After gaining a First Class Degree
from NCAD Mel spent six years living
and working in Dublin.

Mel French is a sculptor living and
working in Westmeath. Originally
trained in London she moved to
Ireland after a two week trip in
1993 after being offered a place
in The National College of Art
and Design, Dublin.
Mel’s portfolio at the time consisted
mainly of Land Art work and work
created from organic materials with
forms created in response to the
natural enviroment.
Her experience at NCAD introduced
her to various work processes which
she found broadened her language
for more conceptual work and during
her three years at NCAD Mel’s work
evolved through video, photography,
installation and performance.

In 2001 Mel embarked on a two
year Masters at The New York Academy
of Art in Manhattan. This course
involved 10 hours of classes five days
a week with out of class requirements
involving a minimum of five-10 hours
of work over the weekend.
Living in an old office converted
into a shared living space in the East
Village, Mel saturated herself in the
practical and theoretical elements of
Contemporary and Formal Art for two
years. She left Manhattan with a Cum
laude Masters (Distinction ) and The
Prince Charles Fellowship.
On return Mel married her long-term
partner and moved to Westmeath. Her
Masters thesis piece Relative Distance
was exhibited in the Royal Hibernian
Academy, Dublin and Mel was an invited
artist for The RHA Annual the following
year for which she produced Permeo.
Mel has also exhibited in various shows

Not just for laughs at The Wren’s Nest
Kavanagh’s Pub, the longest running
family pub in Portlaoise, is described
as “the best and most versatile venue
in the Midlands”. The first floor venue
serves the all-purpose needs of Comedy
Club, Live Music Venue, meeting rooms
for several organisations including
Portlaoise GAA Club, Laois Leeds Utd
Supporters Club, The Laois Surf Club
and Laois Amnesty Group.
The pub has been in the family since
1869, 140 years on the Main Street
of Portlaoise amd PJ is the fifth
generation of the Kavanaghs here.
PJ explained that the name, The Wren’s
Nest would have come from when
Odlum’s Mill was in Portlaoise. “The
workers, years ago, starting the morning
shift would have liked a drink before
work, in times when that was allowed,
and it was known that Kavanagh’s
would have been open as early as the
wren’s nest!”
The Wrens’ Nest is now renowned in
the midlands and throughout Ireland,

Howls Comedy Festival and that takes
place every October Bank Holiday
weekend,” added PJ.

PJ explained that when he was in college
in Dublin, DIT in Mountjoy Square, doing
a Bar Management course he went to
some comedy clubs up there and got
involved. “I checked the scene in a few
Dublin pubs and it was a thing I liked
and an aspect of the pub business I could
take on in Portlaoise as well. I took over
the pub here in 2000 and we started
the comedy in the small room upstairs
in 2002.”

In fact Kavanagh’s has attracted top
musicians over the years such as
Duke Special, Declan O’Rporke, Liam
O’Maonlaoí, Damien Dempsey, Andy
Irvine, John Spillane, Seamus Begley,
Jim Murray and Eleanor Tiernan.

“From there we developed a bit of a
passion for arts and comedy. Over the
years we’ve developed both sides of
that. In 2007 we started Hallowe’en

She was awarded a residency at The
Tyrone Guthrie Centre from Westmeath
County Council and the work produced
from this residency was exhibited on a
touring show throughout the county
with other Artists in Residence.
Mel has received annual grants
from the Westmeath County Council
which she has used towards
developing a website, designing
and producing a postcard portfolio,
purchasing specialised tools and this
year to research and gain technical
knowledge of particular materials she
is interested in casting in for a new
body of work.

Her work at the time also
involved the viewer in an
interactive way, life size
edible sculptures that the
viewer could eat or
experience through
various senses particularly
smell; spaces were filled
with opposing smells that
both lured and repelled
such as chocolate and
disinfectant.
In 2007 she was awarded the
Thomas Dammann Memorial Award
for specific practical and theoretical
research in Florence,Italy. Mel has
applied for funding from the same
body this year to research a new body
of work Aftermath.
Her work practice is divided
between work for exhibition and public
commissions. Mel also lectures in
Fine Art Sculpture on a part time
basis and her work still focuses on
the human form and psyche. M

PJ Kavanagh in Conversation with Ann Egan

not only for its reputation as a public
house but also as a recognised venue
for comedy acts.

One of the first groups to make an
appearance was Flight of the Conchords
just after they had received Best
Newcomer Award at the Edinburgh
Fringe Festival. They’ve gone onto
become one of the biggest comedy
acts in the world now and are regular
fixtures on HBO in the States.

in New York and Ireland since completing
her Masters including Sculpture in
Context and The RHA.

And, this May bank holiday weekend
Kavanagh’s has several treats in store.
Sunday, May 1 sees the return of Duke
Special and Monday, May 2 welcomes
Mundy from Offaly who performs with
Sharon Shannon and Big Band.
Then, on May 13 Kavanagh’s showcases
Bernard O’Shea, a local comedian
who is a regular on RTÉ’s Republic of
Telly and The Panel and the morning
DJ on 105 – 107 FM.
PJ added: “We also bring gigs to bigger
venues as well. The next big one we have
is Neil Delamere in the Portlaoise Heritage
Hotel on Friday, May 27. We’ve also got
PJ Gallagher there in August this year.”

Other forthcoming gigs this summer
include performances from international
acts such as Glen Wool, Jarred Christmas,
The Boy with Tape on his Face (he is
from New Zealand and won The Best
Newcomer in The Edinburgh Fringe
Festival last year). Other music acts
coming this summer include John
Spillane and Mick Flannery.
Kavanagh’s pub has helped bring many
a comedian to the stage including PJ
Gallagher who did a gig back in 2003.
He came down with Jason Byrne as a
support slot, given five minutes at the
start of the show. From an unpaid open
spot in Kavanagh’s, PJ has gone on to
become a regular at Vicar Street, selling
out the venue on numerous occasions.
Maeve Higgins also had her first
professional gig at the Wren’s Nest.
Maeve refers to Kavanagh’s as “the
spiritual home of Irish comedy”.
See www.kavanaghsportlaoise.com
Facebook or You Tube for more.
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Harping on
Music in the family
Midlands Art and Culture Magazine’s Briege Madden talks to Longford-based harpist EDEL
LOFTUS about music and her work with people all over the Midlands and her talented daughter.
Edel is a native of Malahide, Dublin and
moved to Lanesborough, Longford over
five years ago and has made quite an
impact in the Midlands during that time.
“I started music when I was a young
child at nine. I started with piano and
then singing and violin. They all came
in around the same year and shortly
after I started playing the as well.”
Edel said that a teacher she had when
a child had a huge influence on her. “I
had fantastic teachers who encouraged
me to play all styles of music so I never
ended up just doing exam pieces, which
has had a huge impact on my life and I
make sure my students learn a variety of
styles and they don’t just do classical or
all traditional or all pop – that they do
everything.”
It seems likely that this influence teachers
played in her life has stayed with Edel
and shaped her desire to work with
young people through the project which
she launched called Kinder Music.
“I started the Kinder Music for the VEC
in nine different centres all over the
Midlands a few years ago and while
travelling through the Midlands, I really
enjoyed it and came to live in
Lanesborough. Someone once asked
me why and I said, ‘because I really liked
it,’ and they supposed that was as good
a reason as any.”
Lanesborough has been home to Edel
for close to six years now and perhaps
it is not surprising that once settled in
the area she came to work even more
with the young people around her.
“I have lived in Lanesborough five and
a half years. I was teaching all over and
I had taught Junior Cert and Leaving Cert
students and from young ages right up down
through the years as well as performing
and producing shows and concerts.
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“And so I decided to really formalise it
into the Windsong Music School a few
years ago. Since then our emphasis has
been on singing and harp. The harp is
really taking off.”
However, students are also taught piano,
violin and prepared in studying for Junior
and Leaving Cert at the Windsong
Music School.
Certainly the school has proved a
huge success and in only two years
has seen students travel around the
world showcasing their talents.
Edel explained: “We started with five or
six wanting to do harp and these were
the students who went to China with me.
They are only two years playing with me
and they have already played in Dublin
Castle and for the President so they are
very hard workers and you would never
guess that they are only two years playing.”
Edel told us that she believed that the
harp was on the up and becoming ever
more popular with young people. “I think
there is a great interest in it (learning
the harp). I think people just haven’t
had access to teachers and maybe none
as mad as me because when people hear
the different styles of music played on the
harp, they say that they never thought
of the harp being used like that. And
people really seem to like that.
“The President remarked on that and
said that she really liked the way we were
bringing the harp into the 21 century.”
They played South American and Irish
music for her and Irish and Edel
explained that she was very
impressed with the comradery
between the girls.
“Variety is the spice of life,” said Edel
who revealed that there were a variety
of harps – concert harps, petal harps,
lever harps and South American harps.

And, she says that the children and parents
needn’t be put off by the cost of buying
a harp as she has a special arrangement
with a very respected company which
allows her students to rent them.
In the family
One young person Edel has perhaps
influenced more than others is her
talented daughter Alida who plays no
less than six instruments.
“When Alida was six years of age she
came on her first concert tour with me.
She didn’t want to be left at home and
she was learning harp on a baby harp
and I said if you can learn the pieces
you can come. I had a vocal ensemble
of teenagers at the time who were going
on an English and Scottish tour and
she came with me – and that was it.”
The love of music and the harp seems
to be in the genes in this family as
Edel tells us that she “had generations
of musicians in the family, not necessarily
the nearest generation but down through
the years we have had harpists”.
But, she points out that while many in
her family in previous years played the
harp she is the only one in her generation
who is a musician. “All the others have
sensible jobs, and Alida is the only one
of her generation.”
They say that genius is one per cent
genius and 99 per cent hard graft and,
she says, her daughter puts her heart
and soul into her music. “She is very
talented but she works hard. She has
always worked hard at it. Everything
started at five and then the cello came
along when she was about seven. She
started cello with the baby cello and
just kept all the instruments up.
“It has been great because now they
are all at diploma level and it is very

hard to keep them all going at that level
but she can manage it and she really
enjoys it. She leads the ensembles of the
harp as well. She coaches junior and my
adults love to have lessons with her as
well. She is very, very progressive and
has a wicked sense of humour so she
gets on very well with all age groups.” M

ABOUT...

EDEL LOFTUS
Edel Loftus is an internationally
acclaimed musician and teacher.
She is the Director of the Windsong
Music School, based in Lanesboro.
She teaches singing, harp, piano
and violin. A multiple award winner,
Edel has a Masters degree in
performance and musicology.

After studying in Indiana University,
USA Edel per formed in opera and
concert
per formances
with
orchestras at Royal Opera House
Covent Garden, Royal Festival Hall
and Westminister Hall, London and
through Europe. In concert she also
directs the orchestra from the piano
and harp.
Her award-winning Harp ensemble,
The Windsong Harpists has
per formed for President McAleese
and international audiences at
Dublin Castle and the World Expo
2010 in Shanghai, China.
Edel and her daughter Alida perform
recitals and concerts in the leading
venues in Ireland including The
National Concert Hall, Dublin, Dublin
Castle and the most distinguished
castles in the country.
Edel provides workshops and
masterclasses for students of all
levels.

MEET THE TEAM

by Dermot McLaughlin

Guest Editorial

MidlandsArts
andCultureMagazine
Guest writer Dermot McLaughlin, Chief Executive, Temple Bar Cultural
Trust speaks about the wealth of talent and variety that the Midlands
and Culture Night have to offer.
I spend a lot of my life
moving from coast to
coast – I live and work in
Temple Bar, Dublin’s
cultural quarter, which is
right in the heart of Dublin
and beside the Irish Sea.
Whenever I can, I escape
to the craggy Atlantic
coast of the Rosses in
northwest Donegal, and
family visits take me to Belfast, Derry and Sligo. This
means that it can be easy for me to overlook what’s
happening inland, away from all my coastal points
of reference. However all that changed in a big way
in 2010 because of Culture Night!
One of 2010’s brightest lights for me was the way
that the culture and arts community in the Midlands
got together to make Culture Night 2010 such a
marvellous success. Of all the areas that participated
in Culture Night 2010, the Midlands area is the one
that stood out for me. It is the area that kept
shouting ‘look at me!’ and it had plenty to offer!
The way that Culture Night was co-ordinated and
promoted in the Midlands sets a great example.
The buzz from the Midlands got me thinking again
about why Culture Night is important for Ireland. I
think the big lesson is that when people get working
together and think a bit differently about what they
can do, they will start pulling together to send out a
clear positive message. When that happens, they
can start to transform the image and profile of a
place or region.
More importantly, a community can start reminding
itself why it is great to be part of it, why its culture is
valuable and enjoyable, and how our collective
creativity and our shared heritage can give us
confidence in the present moment, pride in our
past and ambition for the future.
It’s all too easy to give into perceptions that the
larger urban centres are where everything is
happening, perhaps because the national media
are based there.
Perhaps it’s also because so much of the national
infrastructure for culture and the arts tends to be
based in Dublin and a few other cities. But that is
only one part of the picture. And in fairness to the
national media, RTÉ did an exceptional job in
covering Culture Night all over Ireland last year!
One of the reasons that Culture Night has made a
difference to Ireland is really very simple: it makes

Have
your story
covered…
If you have a story or news
relating to the arts in the
Midlands that you would like
to see covered in Midlands
Arts and Culture Magazine,
contact your local Arts Officer
(details opposite).

a small change or two to the status quo (stay open
late for free, and do something special if you can)
but the effects of this can be huge. My shorthand
description for how Culture Night works is this:
open it up and turn it on!
In an urban setting it is relatively easy for people to
get around to venues and places. This is especially
true when opening hours change to fit better with
the reality of people’s working and family lives –
this is one of the big attractions of Culture Night.
In rural areas and in regions where the cultural
infrastructure is more widely dispersed this can be
more difficult or, at the very least, it’s different.
The challenge is to create and sustain the sense that
an event is happening across a wide geographical
area and in many places but for a limited period of
time. Perhaps it really is better to say that the
challenge is ‘different’ rather that ‘difficult’ because
this reflects reality in rural Ireland – facilities and
services are dispersed, population centres are dispersed
and public transport is weak. But within (and despite!)
this system we are blessed with a cultural economy
that is sustained by thousands of people who do it
for the love and thrill of living a creative life as
writers, artists, production companies, musicians,
dancers, venues and enthusiastic audiences and
participants in all walks of life and in all age groups.
All this is supported by a network of Local Authority
Arts Officers and supportive County Managers in
the Midland counties and there is a huge and diverse
range of venues and places where things happen.
Culture Night is helping to shine a light on all of
these and to get them on to a national platform
that is on show to the world on Culture Night.
And over the years there are other brilliant examples
to look at of how other communities have just got
on with it: think of Féile Iorrais in Mayo or Féile an
Eargail/Errigal Arts Festival in Donegal which show
how places – travelling to them, being in them, leaving
them and returning to them- can make things magical
and memorable. I think the Midlands is moving in this
direction. All the signs are there. I am excited at what
happened in the Midlands in 2010. I am looking
forward to seeing and hearing what ye are going to
get up to for Culture Night 2011 on Friday,
September 23!
Check out Culture Night at www.culturenight.ie
which is a national initiative of Temple Bar Cultural
Trust www.templebar.ie and is supported by the
Irish Government through the Department of Arts,
Heritage & the Gaeltacht.

ARTS OFFICE CONTACTS
Muireann Ní Chonaill, Arts Officer
Laois County Council, Portlaoise
Tel: 057 8674342/44 • mnichonaill@laoiscoco.ie
www.laois.ie/arts
Sinead O’Reilly, Arts Officer
Offaly County Council, Charleville Road, Tullamore
Tel: 057 9357400 • soreilly@offalycoco.ie
www.offaly.ie/arts
Catherine Kelly, Arts Officer
Westmeath County Council County Buildings, Mullingar
Tel: 044 9332140 • ckelly@westmeathcoco.ie
www.westmeathcoco.ie/arts
Fergus Kennedy, Arts Officer
Longford County Council County, Great Water St., Longford
Tel: 043 3346231 • fkennedy@longfordcoco.ie
www.longfordcoco.ie/arts_office.html

Tempus Media and Brosna Press,
using their combined expertise in
journalism, marketing, design, print
and production have created a newlook Midlands Arts and Culture
Magazine.

TEMPUS MEDIA
There’s never a wrong time
to do the right thing
Tempus Media was established at the
height of the recession in September
2009 as the founders saw an opening for
a top quality, good value media company in a
challenging marketplace for business and
Government. Midlands-based Tempus
Media specialises in five key areas –
Publishing/Copywriting, Public Relations,
Media Training, Lobbying, and Business
Crisis Management.
Editor: ANGELA MADDEN
Angela has more than 15 years’ experience
in the publishing industry as a Journalist,
Foreign Correspondent, Editor, Group
Editor and General Manager for trade,
local and national press in Ireland and the
UK. Angela has excellent local knowledge
as she was previously Editor of the
Athlone Voice and has an enviable list of
contacts throughout the country, built up
during her time as Group Editor for 13
River Media newspaper titles. She also
has a wealth of experience launching new
publications responsible for content, layout
and templates having brought a number
of new River Media titles to market in ’07.
Deputy Editor: BRIEGE MADDEN
Briege is a trained journalist who has
worked for local newspapers for close to
four years. After attaining her BA Creative
Writing & Media Studies degree she started
her career at The Athlone Voice before
taking up a more senior role at the Cavan
Post. She joined Tempus Media in April this
year as Business Development Manager
and is the lead consultant on a number of
important Public Relations contracts.
Briege is also an avid poet, short story
writer and artist.
For further information contact:
angela@tempusmedia.ie
briege@tempusmedia.ie

BROSNA PRESS
Creative Design and Print
Located in the heart of the midlands,
Brosna Press has been providing a
nationwide client-base with creative, high
quality design and print for over 50 years.
Its Irish Print Award acknowledges the
company’s commitment to the pursuit of
excellence in print and creativity in design.
Clients in the arts sector include: RTÉ
National Symphony Orchestra, RTÉ Concert
Orchestra, Music Network, Music for
Galway, New Ross Piano Festival, County
Council Arts Offices, Dunamaise Theatre,
Birr Theatre & Arts Centre, Tuar Ard Arts
Centre. Brosna Press operate their design
studio & print works from a state-of-the-art
12,000 sq ft facility in Ferbane, Co. Offaly.
Creative Director: DIARMUID GUINAN
Senior Designer: ANN QUINLAN
Production Manager: CIARAN GUINAN
Creative Director Diarmuid Guinan holds
a BDes, and has more than 18 years
professional experience in graphic design
and printing. He manages a highly creative
and experienced design team including
Ann Quinlan, BDes, Senior Designer,
Andrew Moore, BDes, Senior Designer
and the highly experienced Mary Egan.
Managing Director Ciaran Guinan holds
a Diploma in Print Management and has
more than 25 years professional experience
in the print industry. The production staff
at Brosna Press are all highly skilled press
operators and print finishing specialists.
diarmuid@brosnapress.ie
ciaran@brosnapress.ie
Tel: 090 6454327
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Did you know that in Westmeath...?
In 2010 Westmeath has the largest number of events for Culture Night outside of
Dublin...Westmeath is home to the Argosy Non Fiction Irish Book Prize Winner Neil
Richardson...there are over 190 artists working across artistic disciplines in
Westmeath all making a vital contribution to our cultural life and our economy...two
Aosdana members Geraldine O’Reilly and Michael Harding are currently residing in
Westmeath and undertaking projects funded by Westmeath County Council...there are
15 arts venues around Westmeath...the New Abbey Road Artists Studios in Athlone will
open in 2011...in 2011 Westmeath County Council issued more than 80 grants to arts
groups individuals and venues around the county...Westmeath hosts eight arts and
cultural festivals annually...Athlone has hosted the All Ireland Drama festival since
1953...Westmeath County Council first open its arts office in 2002

Did you know that in Offaly...?
257 professional artists, musicians, performers, and writers have registered with the
Arts Office as living in Offaly...Birr Theatre and Arts Centre is one of the oldest
theatres in Ireland, built in 1888...150 teenagers have been professionally taught to
write novels, short stories and for the stage...in 2010, 700 children took part in
Hullabaloo Offaly’s Children’s Arts Festival...around 70 community groups received
funding from Offaly County Council each year to support their arts activity...about 600
primary school children will Engage with Architecture at the centre this May 2011...17
emerging visual artists have had their first solo exhibition in Aras an Chontae, and
gone on to more national success...over 30 visiting national and international artists
have availed of studios at Belmont Mill...Sculpture in the Parklands is named in the top
100 international art destinations in the book Destination Art by Thames Hudson...it is
estimated that around 1000 young people have participated in Youth Dance in Offaly in
the past 20 years...there are 13 festivals in Offaly each year which focus on the arts:
Birr Vintage Week and Arts Festival, Phoenix Festival, Castlepalooza, IFONLY Dance
Festival, OFFline Film Festival, Shannonbridge Music Festival; Shakefest, Hullabaloo
Children’s Arts Festival, Bealtaine Festival, Slieve Bloom Storytelling Festival,
Tullamore International Summer Organ Series, One Act Drama Festival, Astral Plains
Music Festival.

Arthouse Stradbally opens doors on
creativity The new Arthouse Studios,
Stradbally, are open for business
following an investment of more than
€1.2million, assisted with funding
from the Department of Tourism,
Culture and Sport Access 11 scheme.

Did you know that in LongfordXXXX?
XXXXXXXXXXXX Westmeath has the largest number of events for Culture Night
outside of Dublin...Westmeath is home to the Argosy Non Fiction Irish Book Prize
Winner Neil Richardson...there are over 190 artists working across artistic
disciplines in Westmeath all making a vital contribution to our cultural life and our
economy...two Aosdana members Geraldine O’Reilly and Michael Harding are
currently residing in Westmeath and undertaking projects funded by Westmeath
County Council...there are 15 arts venues around Westmeath...the New Abbey Road
Artists Studios in Athlone will open in 2011...in 2011 Westmeath County Council
issued more than 80 grants to arts groups individuals and venues around the
county...Westmeath hosts eight arts and cultural festivals annually...Athlone has
hosted the All Ireland Drama festival since 1953...Westmeath County Council first
open its arts office in 2002 XXXXXXXXXXXX

Did you know that in Laois...?
We have the first Local Authority run School of Music with over students receiving
music tuition…we have four Local Authority run Youth Theatres – Portlaoise,
Portarlington, Rathdowney and Stradbally catering for up to 80 members...we have
14 Public Art works commissioned by Laois County Council… we run an average of
10 artists in schools residencies each year…we have three new public exhibition
galleries attached to county Libraries in Abbeyleix, Mountmellick and Stradbally…
an average of 250 young people participate in the weeklong Summer Arts
Programme each year, up to thirty different community festivals are planned for
Laois in 2011...we are home to the international award-winning music and arts
festival “ The Electric Picnic”...we are home to an Oscar nominated producer – Arthur
Lappin and up and coming young film and TV star Robbie Sheehan…Home also to
the internationally acclaimed film maker Ken Wardrop of “His and Her” fame.
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