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Guidelines 2022 
 

 
 
 

Applications are now being sought for the 2022 Birr Writers’ Residency. 
 

This residency offers professional writers accommodation and workspaces for six nights, at 
Brendan House in the centre of Birr, County Offaly. This Georgian Heritage Town in the midlands 

of Ireland has a remarkable history, and a community with a thriving arts culture.  
 

The purpose of the residency is to provide an opportunity for artists to focus on a writing project 
(current or new) in a tranquil environment which supports and values high professional artistic 

development. It is open to professional writers of any genre, e.g. literary fiction, poetry, 
playwrights, journalism or travel writing. 

 
 

 
 

The Residency 
 
Brendan House is a period home and occasional guest house, located in the heart of the heritage 
town of Birr. The adjoining working arts studio, Tin Jug Studio opened as County Offaly's first art 
gallery in 2000. Although largely private, it has ever since then been opened for artists gatherings; 
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childrens' art classes; art, educational and environment workshops and talks; poetry and music 
performances; festival art exhibitions; book and other community launches; and film screenings.  
 
Each year since 2014, the Offaly Arts Office -funded award offers up to four writers, one week (7 
days and 6 nights) bed and breakfast accommodation in one of the period rooms of the guest 
area. This also includes two evening suppers, at the beginning and finish of the residencies. WiFi 
internet connection is available throughout the house. Writers can work in their rooms (a small 
writing desk is available) or may prefer to work in the drawing room, or studio, when free. The 
beautiful building housing the local library is also a very short walk away.  
 
In the past, writers have mostly come two at a time - indeed preferring the company of a fellow 
writer for relaxing company after the focus on their daily working hours. But in the past two years, 
between and after pandemic restrictions, a few stayed singly. Thus the dates offered by the host, 
in July, August or September are flexible for writers to a degree - though it is suggested that 
parings of dates may be more opportune.   
 

Residency Dates 
 
Options include  
July 11th - 16th 
August 8th – 13th  
September 12th – 17th  
 
To Apply 
 
Closing Date: Friday 8th April 2022 @ 4pm 
 
Please return the completed application form together with: 

• A copy of your full CV 
• A maximum of 3 examples of published works  

 
Postal Applications 
Hard copy applications are preferred. Applications by post should be post marked 8th April 
If sending from abroad please post one week in advance of the closing date. 
 
Postal Address:  
Birr Writers’ Residency 
Arts Office,  
Áras an Chontae,  
Tullamore 
Co.Offaly 
R35 F893 
 
Email Applications 
If you are emailing your application you must contact us by latest one week prior to closing date. 
This will ensure that you/we overcome any technical difficulties prior to the closing date.  
Inquiries are welcome to arts@offalycoco.ie or 05793 57400.  
 
 
 

mailto:arts@offalycoco.ie
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Selection Process & Criteria  
 
 
An independent selection panel will meet to assess the applications and make recommendations 
for the award. 
 
Selection Criteria 
The selection process will be made based upon the following criteria: 

• Quality of the proposal        30% 
• Experience / Track Record of the Applicant     20% 
• Impact / benefit of the residency      30% 

(i.e. professional development for the applicant) 
• Impact of the award to County Offaly (demonstrate any benefits   20% 

your time spend on the residency will have for Offaly)   
 
  

 

Birr Writers Residency is supported by Offaly County Council Arts Office 


