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Planning & Development
Development Management:
Offaly County Council administers the planning function for the entire county. The number of
planning applications within the county increased during 2020. There has been an increase of
103% since 2014.

Planning
Applications

Extension of
Duration
Application &
Assessments

Estimate to end
2020
630
(473 to end
September)

Total 2019

Total 2014

Increase from 2014

626

310

103 %

Total received to
end of
September 2020

Total 2019

Total 2014

Decrease from 2014
to 2020

2

12

42

95%

The period affected by Covid 19 (ongoing) correlated with a very busy period in planning with
volumes and complexity of applications not seen since the mid‐2000’s. The numbers of
planning applications continue to increase, there are a number of large housing
developments under consideration as well as a large number of large and complex energy‐
related developments. 2020 has seen one Strategic Infrastructure Development and one
Strategic Housing Development submitted in the County (to date).
Requests for pre‐planning meetings and in particular telephone queries have risen sharply
during 2020 and continued during the COVID19 emergency shutdown period. No site visits
were permitted during the emergency shutdown period, resulting in large backlogs following
the lifting of restrictions. To date, the Planning Department has conducted in excess of 300
no. pre‐ planning meetings (mostly using electronic means like zoom and telephone
meetings). The planning counter has been open to general queries and viewing files since the
lifting of COVID restrictions but only on a limited basis, by appointment, which has resulted
in many more queries by phone and email.
Validation of planning files has become increasingly complex with larger applications
including Environmental and Natura reports. These were introduced into Planning Legislation
circa 2006 but have been very prevalent during 2020 due to the nature of many of the
applications now being received and the number of Natura 2000 sites in the county. Many of
the complex applications can take several days over and above the norm to validate due to
the sheer volume of documentation requirements. Subsequent to the validation process,
these large bulky files are required to be scanned and made available to the public for
inspection within a very tight timescale in accordance with recent (2020) legislative changes.
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The Planning Department is also continuing with its scanning project, which allows for current
and historical files to be viewed over the internet. This has proved important in terms of
compliance with Access to Information on the Environment Regulations. 2021 may bring the
start of ‘e‐planning’, a national initiative to allow the submission of planning applications
electronically.
Many historical files have not yet been scanned and accordingly not available for the general
public to view online. It is imperative that this gap of un‐scanned files be addressed, as a
matter of urgency prior to the implementation of Electronic Planning submissions.
Approximately 70% of Planning queries relate to the request for information from these un‐
scanned files.
In addition to the above mentioned, the other main areas of focus for Development
Management in 2020 were as follows:

Housing:
As mentioned above, the high volumes of the level of pre‐planning meetings undertaken has
resulted in a significant increase in the number of large housing developments and schemes
for consideration by the Planning and other departments. This trend has been particularly
evident with the lifting of COVID planning restrictions and the lodgement of a number of large
housing schemes in Tullamore and the key urban areas across the County. In addition, there
has been a marked increase in the volume of ‘multiple unit housing development’ planning
applications submitted to the Planning Department in 2020.
The assessment of these larger housing development applications necessitates considerable
input, not only from a planning assessment perspective but also from a planning
administration standpoint and involves extensive collaboration/interaction with the various
internal departments and prescribed bodies.
It is anticipated that the volume of pre‐planning meetings and planning applications for large
housing developments will continue to increase into 2021.
Single one‐off houses and small minor domestic extensions/additions planning applications
etc. have remained relatively constant through 2020 and is expected that this is expected to
be the case into 2021.

‘Green Energy’ Applications:
The Planning Department has seen a pronounced rise in the number of green energy related
planning applications submitted to date in 2020. These complex green energy projects
include, but are not limited to, large solar farms, wind farm developments, battery and other
new technology energy storage facilities, anaerobic digestor, biomass log storage facilities
and a biomass gasification plant. Given the current focus on climate change and Offaly’s
strategic position within the energy sector and the transition to peat after‐ uses, it is
anticipated that further green energy planning applications will be lodged towards the end of
2020 and into 2021.
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Strategic Housing Developments (i.e. over 100 houses):
The first Strategic Housing Development (SHD) in County Offaly was lodged to An Bord
Pleanala (ABP) in August 2020. The proposed development comprises of 358 no. residential
units (172 no. houses & 186 no. apartments), childcare facility and all associated site works.
In advance of the lodgement of the SHD application to ABP, a number of pre‐planning
meetings took place in 2019 and a tri‐partite meeting was held on 6th January 2020 between
the Applicant, OCC and ABP. Following the lodgement of the application, a number of internal
meetings were held across the various OCC directorates, a presentation of the proposal was
undertaken for the elected members at the September Meeting of the Tullamore Municipal
District, and Chief Executive’s report was subsequently compiled and submitted to the Board
as part of the required SHD process. These SHD applications are very resource intensive across
a number of departments and the timelines are extremely tight.
It is likely given pre‐plan discussions that have taken to date that additional SHD applications
may be lodged in 2021 and this will require consultation and a formal referral from the Offaly
County Council Planning Department with respect to such applications.

Strategic Infrastructure Development (SID) Applications:
The Derrinlough Wind Farm SID application was lodged to An Bord Pleanala (ABP) in February
2020. The proposal includes the development of 21 no. wind turbines with a tip height of 185
metres and all associated works. As part of this SID application process, a number of internal
meetings were held across the various OCC Departments and a Chief Executive’s report was
compiled and presented to the elected members at June Council Meeting. A decision from
the Board is expected before the end of 2020. It is expected that a number of Strategic
Infrastructure Development (SID) applications may be lodged to ABP towards the end of 2020
and into 2021.

Unfinished Housing Developments & Taking in Charge Applications
The Planning Department in conjunction with the Housing, Roads, Water Services and
Environment Departments continues to implement the DECLG’s Managing and Resolving
Unfinished Estates Guidelines. 33 no. estates have been removed from the Department of
Housing Planning & Local Government’s Survey of Unfinished Housing Developments since
2012 as a result of the necessary works having been undertaken by developers, site
development inspections and meetings, facilitation (i.e. targeted release of bonds) and
pursuing site resolution plans during this period.
A number of enquires and requests for estates in charge have been received to date in 2020.
Currently there are 5 no. new proposals for housing estates to be taken in charge by OCC to
be presented to the elected members for consideration.
In addition, there are a number of housing estates which are in the process of being finalised
with a view to the Council taking them in charge. This process is likely to be completed in
2021 but it should be noted, this is resource and funding dependent, as no additional funds
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have been issued at a national level for the completion of unfinished housing estates in recent
years.

Derelict Sites
Valuations were carried out on properties on the Derelict Sites Register in Tullamore during
2018 and levies of 3% of the value were applicable from January 2019. This has subsequently
risen in subsequent to 7%, under the provisions of the Planning & Development (Amendment)
Act 2018.
There are currently 18 sites on the Derelict Sites Register (7 in the County and 11 in Tullamore
Municipal District). Towards the end of 2019, following extensive consultation with the
relevant property owner(s) 3 no. properties were removed from the Derelict Sites Register.

Vacant Sites Register – the Urban Regeneration and Housing Act, 2015.
The Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 introduced the vacant site levy which is
intended to incentivise the development of vacant or idle sites in urban areas. In accordance
with the Act:
The current Offaly County Development Plan, Birr Town & Environs Development Plan and
Tullamore Town & Environs Development Plan were varied to make provision for the
development of vacant sites in designated residential/regeneration areas by way of a specific
objective.
A Vacant Site Register has been established which currently does not include any vacant sites.
Work planned for early 2020 had to be deferred due to the Covid 19 pandemic.
The next steps are to identify vacant sites, engage with landowners, register vacant sites, and
apply a vacant sites levy.
The Planning Department will undertake a comprehensive survey of potential vacant sites
throughout the county towards the of 2020 or early 2021, with a view to entering identified
vacant sites onto the Register in 2021.

Enforcement & Compliance
Enforcement activity in the year 2020 is outlined in the table below. The level of activity is
reflective of the restrictions in movement during the year in addition to staff retirement etc.

Warning Letters and
(Enforcement
Notices) issued

To end August
2020

To end Sept 2019

Total 2018

6(2)

8 (2)

41 (20)
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Substitute Consent
During February 2020, the planning section prepared Chief Executive’s reports to an Bord
Pleanala in respect of 4 no. ‘Leave to Apply for Substitute Consent’ applications by Bord na
Mona. These applications covered a large number bogs and thousands of hectares across the
Allen, Blackwater, Boora and Derrygreenagh bog groups.
Subsequently, in August 2020, the section prepared Chief Executive reports on 4 no. full
‘Substitute Consent’ applications by Bord na Mona, covering 42 bogs in Offaly. These were
very large applications and took a great deal of time. The current decision date set by the
Board is December 2020.

Forward Planning:
County Development Plan
The draft Offaly County Development Plan 2021‐2027 was placed on public display from 27th
July 2020 to 7th October 2020 inclusive during which c.200 written submissions and
observations were received by the Planning Authority for consideration in the making of the
final Plan. A Chief Executives report on these submissions will be submitted to the members
in Jan. 2021.
Where material amendments are proposed to the draft plan these too will go through what
would be a third stage of public consultation. Following this it is expected that the new Co.
Development Plan would be ready for adoption during the summer of 2021.

Local Area Plans
Local Area Plan reviews for Tullamore and Birr will immediately follow the CDP review
process.

Regeneration
A dedicated regeneration team was established in January 2019. The role of the team is to
engage with the communities, stakeholders and local representatives to establish possible
projects for funding under the various regeneration schemes, to coordinate sections within
Offaly County Council to deliver on projects currently funded and to research and complete
application forms to the various Departments for regeneration funding.

Urban Regeneration Development Fund (URDF)
In 2015, European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) funding for O’Connor Square and a
Tullamore Street Enhancement was secured and is now complete.

URDF 2018
€3m Urban Regeneration Development Funding has been secured in 2018 to carry out street
enhancement works on Columcille St., Harbour Street and Store Street and construction of
the Greenway (urban section) from Convent View to Ballydrohid. Both Part 8 approvals were
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granted in June 2019. The Columcille street enhancements are largely complete and the
remainder will be completed in 2021.

URDF 2020
An application to the URDF second call was submitted on the 29th May, 2020. This application
consisted of the following elements:
O’Connor Square to Church Street link over the Tullamore River and the proposed new urban
garden on Church Street will provide a clear open space which will act as a pivotal connection
between the two key squares in Tullamore. The provision of a Remote Working Hub can
capitalise on this new ‘placemaking’ and would be a catalyst to revitalise Church Street
High Street to Tanyard link; proposed new link to the rear of O’Connor Square. This new link
can improve permeability from High Street to the Tanyard and open up the rear of the square
to development opportunities.
Meath Lane Civic Space will compliment and improve the civic space around the development
of the Tullamore Community Arts Centre and improves pedestrian linkage between High
Street and Tara Street.
Tullamore Regeneration Framework Plan; providing a Vision for Tullamore to 2040,
incorporating:
 A Public Realm Framework for Tullamore
 A Regeneration & Renewal Framework
 A Strategy for Sustainable Access & Permeability
Joint commissioning of “Tullamore Harbour Development Options and Viability Appraisal”
between OCC & Waterways Ireland, providing:
 Detailed economic analysis of each development option identified
 Recommend preferred options and most appropriate model of delivery
 Masterplan for the preferred and agreed option
Acres Folly Enhancements involves the provision of a new (replacement) internal stair to
allow managed access to the former viewing area at the top of the folly, a significant
compliment to the wonderfully restored Acres Hall and the award‐winning Lloyd Town Park
Total
cost

€2,993,876

Grant pending

€2,245,407

Match funding

€748,469

The Department of Housing, Local Government & Heritage is currently reviewing applications
and announcements of approved projects is anticipated shortly.
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Rural Regeneration Development Fund
Rural Regeneration & Development Fund (RRDF) 2018
Edenderry – The Blundell Master Plan under the Rural Regeneration Development Fund in
2018 is due for completion in Q4 2020.

Rural Regeneration & Development Fund (RRDF), Category 1 (‘Shovel ready’), 2019
The following application was successful as a Category 1 RRDF for 2019
Edenderry – construction of a new Link Street, between Granary Court and Fair green to open
up access to backlands of opportunity sites, Old Tesco Site, William Wallers Store and OPW
lands as well as improving connectivity and permeability for Edenderry Town.
Total cost

€ 696,276

Grant awarded

€ 522,207

Match funding

€ 174,069

Banagher and Kilcormac regeneration applications were unsuccessful under Category 1, RRDF
2019

Rural Regeneration & Development Fund (RRDF), Category 2 2020
The following application was successful as a Category 2 RRDF, submitted on 28th Feb, 2020:
Banagher – Regeneration project to fund an architect led, multi‐disciplinary team for design
and planning of a three storey building and Town Square on Main Street into a multi‐
functional building, redevelopment of the Marina and a master plan for the Royal Shannon
Hotel.
Total cost € 527,000

Grant awarded

€ 395,250

Match funding

€ 131,750

Ferbane Regeneration and Birr Creative Court applications were unsuccessful under Category
2 RRDF 2020.

Rural Regeneration & Development Fund (RRDF), Category 1 2020
The closing date is 1st December, 2020. Projects for this funding are currently being prepared.
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Town & Village Renewal
3 no. TVR projects from 2018 are due for completion in Q3 2020. All 9 other projects are
successfully completed.

Town and Village Renewal 2019
11 no. TVR applications were submitted in 2019, the following 5 were successful
Municipal
District
Edenderry
Birr
Birr
Birr
Tullamore

Project
Blundell Park, Edenderry – amenity enhancement
The Green, Birr – public realm enhancements
Crinkle – public realm enhancements
Shinrone – Phase II of public realm enhancements
Mountbolus – Public realm enhancements

Total
Cost
€250,000
€250,000
€125,000
€125,000
€125,000

Grant
awarded
€200,000
€200,000
€100,000
€100,000
€100,000

Match
funding
€50,000
€50,000
€25,000
€25,000
€25,000

Offaly County Council is currently progressing all of the above projects with completion date
estimated at Q3 2021. Ballinamere, Clonbullogue, Cloneygowan, Kilmalogue, Lusmagh and
Mucklagh applications were unsuccessful in TVR 2019.

Town and Village Renewal 2020
During 2020, the Town and Village Renewal Scheme, was tailored to address the emerging
challenges associated with COVID‐19. This introduced a new strand of the Town and Village
Renewal Scheme for 2020 that focused on immediate interventions that could be delivered
in the short‐term to assist towns and villages to adapt to COVID‐19. This new Strand is titled
the “Accelerated Measures in Response to COVID‐19” and consisted of 3 rounds of funding
to which the following projects were submitted
Round 1 (submitted 3rd July, 2020) “Accelerated Measure in Response to COVID‐19” ‐ Grants
awarded
Municipal
District
County
County
Birr

Project
Shop Front Scheme Covid 19 TVR 2020 R1
Covid Capacity Scheme Covid 19 TVR 2020 R1
Shannonbridge Tourist office public realm
works Covid 19 TVR 2020 R1

Grant
awarded
€40,000
€25,000

Match
funding
€5,000
€3,000

Total Cost

€25,000

€3,000

€28,000

€45,000
€28,000

Roud 2 (submitted 14th Aug, 2020) “Accelerated Measure in Response to COVID‐19” ‐ Grants
awarded
Municipal
District

Project

Broadband connection points x6 Covid 19 TVR
2020 R2
Edenderry Edenderry, O'Connell Sq. Covid 19 TVR 2020 R2
Birr
Birr geodome tents x4 festival equipment
Tullamore Killeigh Green public realm Covid 19 TVR R2
Birr
Clareen public realm Covid 19 TVR 2020 R2
Birr
Lusmagh public realm Covid 19 TVR 2020 R2
County

Grant
awarded

Match
funding

Total Cost

€40,000

€5,000

€45,000

€40,000
€25,000
€25,000
€25,000
€25,000

€5,000
€3,000
€3,000
€3,000
€3,000

€45,000
€28,000
€28,000
€28,000
€28,000

Page 9 | 75

Budget 2021
Round 3 (submitted 28th Aug, 2020) “Accelerated Measure in Response to COVID‐19” ‐
results pending
Municipal
District
Tullamore
Edenderry
Birr
Tullamore
Birr
Birr
Edenderry

Project
Tullamore Millennium sq. enhancement
Daingean Town Square enhancement
Pullough Cycle café
Clara River picnic amenity area
Ferbane pop up Urban garden
Ballycumber River walk
Geashill Picnic area

Grant
awarded
€40,000
€40,000
€40,000
€25,000
€25,000
€25,000
€25,000

Match
funding
€5,000
€5,000
€5,000
€3,000
€3,000
€3,000
€3,000

Total Cost
€45,000
€45,000
€45,000
€28,000
€28,000
€28,000
€28,000

The Department of Rural and Community Development is currently reviewing all applications
from Round 3 and announcements of approved projects is anticipated during Oct, 2019.
The general Town and Village Scheme 2020 increased the maximum number of applications
permitted per Local Authority from 6 to 10 based on the July stimulus package.
10 no. applications were prepared and submitted to the Department on 30th Sept, 2020 as
follows: ‐ results pending
Municipal
District
Tullamore
Tullamore
Tullamore
Tullamore
Edenderry
Edenderry
Edenderry
Birr
Birr
Birr

Project
Mountbolus phase II public realm enhancements
Ballycumber phase II public realm enhancements
Mucklagh public realm enhancements
Killeigh Community Centre
Cloneygowan public realm enhancement of the green
Kilmalogue public realm enhancements
Daingean phase II public realm enhancements
Ferbane public realm enhancement of Fairgreen
Pollagh public realm enhancements
Birr Court House restoration works

Grant
pending
€100,000
€100,000
€100,000
€200,000
€100,000
€100,000
€100,000
€200,000
€100,000
€100,000

Match
funding
€12,000
€12,000
€12,000
€23,000
€12,000
€12,000
€12,000
€23,000
€12,000
€12,000

Total
Cost
€112,000
€112,000
€112,000
€223,000
€112,000
€112,000
€112,000
€223,000
€112,000
€120,000

The Department of Rural and Community Development is currently reviewing all applications
and announcements of approved projects is anticipated by Dec. 2000 or Jan. 2021.

Outdoor Recreational Infrastructure Scheme 2019
4 ORIS applications were submitted in 2019, the following 3 were successful: ‐
Municipal
District
Tullamore
Edenderry
Tullamore/
Edenderry

Project
Clara Bog Trail Connection footpath
Derryounce Lakes and Trails development

Grant
awarded
€72,000
€152,360

Match
funding
€18,000
€38,090

Total Cost
€90,000
€190,450

Ballycommon to Kilbeggan Extension to Greenway

€313,280

€78,320

€391,600

Offaly County Council is currently progressing all of the above projects with completion date
estimated Q2 2021. An ORIS application in respect of a link from Kinnitty village to the
Mountain Bike Trails system was unsuccessful in 2019.
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Outdoor Recreational Infrastructure Scheme 2020
The closing date for same is 30th November, 2020. Projects for this funding are currently being
prepared.

Greenways
Connecting People – Connecting Places, Offaly’s Walking & Cycling Strategy
Building on the foundation of Connecting People Connecting Places, September 2015, which
outlines the overall vision for walking and cycling in the county, the Senior Planner and a
member of the Forward Planning team, in conjunction with the Roads Section have since 2017
endeavoured to deliver the key objectives of this strategy. This work can be broken into three
key areas, namely:
Grand Canal Greenway – to extend quality, family friendly cycling and walkways along the
Grand Canal towpath from Edenderry to Shannon Harbour, including the Kilbeggan Branch.
The Council has, since 2018 worked in partnership with Waterways Ireland, South Dublin
County Council and Kildare County Council to prepare Part 8’s and an overall funding
application in respect of the entire length of the Grand Canal Greenway, from Dublin to
Shannon Harbour to the National & Regional Greenway Fund (Department of Transport,
Tourism & Sport). While the application was made (in April 2019) by Waterways Ireland,
Offaly County Council has been allocated €2.35m under this fund to complete the Greenway
from Daingean to Lough Boora Discovery Park. Further funding to complete the greenway
from Daingean to Edenderry was announced as part of Budget 2021 from the Department of
Transport.
To further examine the feasibility of forging cycling and walking links to other existing and
proposed greenways, such as the Old Rail Trail, Dublin to Galway Greenway, the Royal Canal,
the Barrow Blueway and also to some of Offaly’s prominent tourist destinations such as
Clonmacnoise, the Slieve Bloom Mountains (Slieve Bloom Mountain Bike Trails), and the River
Shannon in Banagher.
To examine the potential for delivering on the Feasibility Study for the Development of a
Major Cycling Destination in the Midlands of Ireland, otherwise known as the Midlands
Cycling Destination – Offaly. This is listed as a key objective in the Outdoor Recreation Plan
for Public Lands and Waters in Ireland 2017‐2021, prepared by various state agencies with
public lands in their ownership.

Grand Canal Greenway Phase 1: Digby Bridge, Tullamore to Lough Boora Discovery
Park (under construction)
Between spring 2017 and summer 2018, approx. 12km of high quality cycleway was
completed between Digby Bridge, Tullamore and Henesey’s Bridge at Rahan. Offaly County
Council and Tullamore Municipal District self‐funded the initial phase with a contribution of
€170,000 and since then Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) funding of
€600,000 (3 x €200,000) has been received, supplemented by the 2018 Local Improvement
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Scheme funding. Match funding of a minimum of 20% is and has been a requirement of this
scheme.
A one km link from the Grand Canal Greenway to Turraun Lakes at the Lough Boora Discover
was constructed by OCC in Q3 2019.
Works on the construction of ‘pull ins’ and safety measures on the southern bank (public road,
5km) between Henesey’s Bridge at Rahan and Plunkett Bridge at Pollagh village are expected
to commence in November 2020.
There remains circa 8km of Grand Canal towpath to be developed over this stretch in order
to complete the entire route to greenway standard, essentially replacing on‐road with off‐
road sections. In this regard it is hoped that the National Greenway Funding allocated to OCC
in 2019 will allow the Council and Waterways Ireland to examine the environmental
feasibility, progress through Part 8 and construct off‐road stretches to replace on road
sections at Pollagh and Turraun. Work on the 3km greenway stretch from Pollagh to Turraun
Junction on the Grand Canal Towpath, will commence in October 2020 and will continue into
2021. Pre – design work on the Part 8 for the 5km ‘off road’ section– (northern towpath),
from Henesey’s Bridge to Plunkett Bridge has commenced and it is envisaged this will be
published in Q4 2020.
It is expected to complete the ‘link’ between Tullamore and Lough Boora Discovery Park will
be in place before the end of summer of 2021.
Funding to construct the ‘urban’ section of the Grand Canal Greenway through Tullamore
(1.2km) to include a Canal Waterfront Boardwalk, has been allocated under the Urban
Regeneration and Development Fund 2018, subsequent to a detailed application by the
Council. It is anticipated that this will be a showpiece of the Grand Canal Greenway.

Grand Canal Greenway, Phase 2 ‐ Digby Bridge, Tullamore to Edenderry
Part 8 planning approval was obtained in June 2018 for this 33km section. This will tie‐in the
existing greenway and also the Grand Canal walking and cycling routes in Edenderry which
were provided by the Edenderry Municipal District. Funding under the National and Regional
Greenway Fund, 2019 has been allocated to 11km of this route (from Digby Bridge to
Daingean) A 6km stretch from Digby Bridge to Ballycommon, has been completed in
September 2020, and the remaining 5km to Daingean will be commenced in October 2020.
Further funding to complete the greenway from Daingean to Edenderry was announced as
part of Budget 2021 from the Department of Transport.
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Grand Canal Greenway Phase 3 – Lough Boora Discovery Park to Shannon Harbour,
along the Grand Canal Towpath.
The Part 8 for this phase of the Grand Canal Greenway, which comprises an additional 16km
of Greenway, with potential connections to Ferbane, was published in August 2020, and was
passed at the October meeting of Offaly County Council. Funding for this section of the Grand
Canal Greenway will be actively pursued under various funding schemes. It is hoped that there
will be a further National and Regional Greenway Fund call in 2020/1

Grand Canal Greenway, Phase 4 – Ballycommon to Kilbeggan in conjunction with
Westmeath County Council.
Part 8 approval was secured by Westmeath County Council (June 2019) and Offaly County
Council (July 2019) to construct a shared cycleway / walkway from Ballycommon to Kilbeggan
Harbour, along the former Kilbeggan Branch of the Grand Canal. The proposal encompasses
7.5km in Offaly, from Ballycommon to the County Boundary.
Offaly County Council commenced construction of the initial 4km in October 2019 of this’
Kilbeggan Link’, from Campbell’s Bridge to Wood of O’ Bridge. This section was part funded
under the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) 2018, with a €200,000 grant
20% match funding from OCC. This section was completed in January 2020 and has proved to
be a very popular greenway.
Under ORIS 2019, OCC has been allocated funding of an additional €313,000 to complete the
works to the County boundary with Westmeath. These works are expected to commence in
November 2020.
On the Westmeath section, the entire 5.5km from Kilbeggan Harbour to the County Boundary,
has been funded by ORIS 2018, and it is practically completed October 2020.
This element of the Grand Canal Greenway is particularly strategic as it would link Offaly’s
Cycling and walking routes with the entire Royal Canal Greenway via Kilbeggan and the
EuroVelo 2 route, and the Old Rail Trail Greenway. This strategic link has been awarded grant
approval from the DTTAS under the Carbon Tax Fund 2020 in respect of a feasibility study /
assessments in respect of linking the Grand Canal Greenway with the ‘Old Rail Trail’ Greenway
at Mullingar.

The Shannon Monastic Greenway
The DTTAS has also allocated grant approval under the Carbon Tax Fund 2020 for a feasibility
study / assessment in respect of a greenway link from Shannonbridge to Athlone. It is
proposed by the Council to also examine the feasibility of a greenway link between Shannon
Harbour and Shannonbridge.
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Slieve Bloom Mountain Bike (MTB) Trails
During 2020, construction of the Slieve Bloom Mountain Bikes Trail continued in both
counties Laois and Offaly. The sod was turned on Phase 1 on 27th April 2018 by Mr. Charlie
Flanagan, Minister for Justice and Phase 1 trails were opened at the start of 2020.
A funding application coordinated by Coillte, has received funding under the Rural
Regeneration Development Fund programme 2018 to complete the trail system. The
development will give a major tourism boost to the area and it is hoped that it will see the
village of Kinnitty emerging as a successful hub for services such as bike hire, showers, bike
wash, food and accommodation in addition to its existing prominence as a meeting / starting
point for the many walks and road cycling routes in the mountains. Offaly County Council
submitted an application for a cycle / walkway link between the trails and the village of
Kinnitty under the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) 2019. This was
unsuccessful, however the link remains a priority, particularly as more trails open in the years
ahead.

Economic Development, Enterprise and Planning Strategy Policy Committee (SPC)
The SPC continues to work through its adopted work programme for 2020, including topics
such as:
 Briefing and consideration of the draft County Development Plan and draft
Development Contribution Scheme
 Economic Development Updates and Initiatives
 Offaly Tourism updates
 Regeneration Schemes and Greenways updates.
In relation to Planning, in 2021 the Strategic Policy Committee (SPC) will consider such issues
as Just Transition, future of peatlands, ongoing implications of legislative changes and new
guidelines, other planning regulation changes, implications of Government policy on
renewable energy, revised wind guidelines and a wind energy development framework
(DCDNR). Furthermore, the SPC will consider initiatives to promote economic and tourism
development in the county, further requirements arising from EU Habitats and EIA Directives
and progress in relation to Unfinished Housing Developments.

Legislation / Guidelines received in 2020 and / or expected in 2021
Legislation 2020
Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2019 (Commencement) Order 2020
Planning and Development Act 2020 (Exempted Development) Regulations 2020
Planning and Development Act 2020 (Exempted Development) (No. 2) Regulations 2020
Planning and Development Act 2020 (Section 181) Regulations 2020
European Union (Waste Water Discharge) Regulations 2020
EU (Waste Water Discharge) Regulations 2020
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Guidelines 2020
Applications for Consent for the Construction of a forest road entrances from a public road
(other than a national road) or the material widening of an existing entrance. Dept of Agri.
Section 28: Guidelines for Planning Authorities; Enforcement of certain planning conditions during the
Coronavirus (COVID‐19) outbreak

Circulars 2020
Letter EUIPR 01/2020 re Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2019
(Commencement) Order 2020, and P&D Act 2000 (Exempted Development) Regulations 2020
Circular Letter PL 02/2020 Planning and Development during the COVID 19 Emergency
Circular Letter PL 04/2020 re Government Decision on event licensing in the context of the Covid‐19
pandemic
Circulars PL 02/2020 of 29 March 2020 re: First Order extending the planning time periods during the
Covid‐19 emergency
Circular PL 03/2020 of 17 April re: Second Order extending the planning time periods during the Covid‐
19 emergency
Circular Letter PL 05/2020 9th May 2020 re: Third Order extending the planning time periods during
the Covid‐19 emergency
Circular Letter PL 06/2020 re: Working hours conditions attached to planning permissions in the
context of Covid‐19

Circular Letter EUIPR 02/2020: re section 173C of the Planning and Development Act 2000 on
EIA relating to waste water discharges as inserted by the EU (waste water discharge) regs
2020
Circular Letter EUIPR 03/2020 re Recent High Court judgments regarding the scope of the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive with respect to Solar Farm Developments

Expected in 2021:











Updated Development Plan guidelines
Guidelines on Core Strategies and Housing Need Demand Assessments (HNDA)
Revised Windfarm Guidelines
Sustainable rural housing guidelines updated
SEA Directive Guidelines updated
Guidelines on Water Framework Directive
Density Guidelines
Guidance on the reuse of existing buildings for residential purposes
Updated Apartment Guidelines to include shared accommodation as a type of SHD (as
per Planning and Development Amendment Act 2018).
Revised / amended childcare facilities Guidelines

Areas of Activity for 2021
In addition to the normal activities of Development Management, Forward Planning,
Regeneration, Enforcement and Taking in Charge of developments, the following are the main
major items of activity envisaged for 2020:
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The finalisation of the Offaly County Development Plan which will be a priority and
constitute the majority of the workload of Forward Planning staff.
The preparation of Tullamore Local Transport Plan in conjunction with Roads Section.
The preparation of the Tullamore Local Area Plan.
The preparation of Birr Local Area Plan.
Input into the Just Transition process with particular reference to funding applications,
consideration of the optimal after uses of peatlands, assistance with ‘post‐peat’
development opportunities etc.
Interaction with local and community groups throughout the county (subject to
resources / workloads) with particular reference to regeneration, tourist potential and
amenity developments.
Attempting to progress the delivery of the Major Cycling Destination in the Midlands
of Ireland, otherwise known as the Midlands Cycling Destination – Offaly, in
conjunction with Bord Na Mona, Coillte, Waterways Ireland, adjoining Local
Authorities and funding agencies.
Continue to make progress on resolving Unfinished Housing Developments and
Derelict Sites
Input into various and emerging tourism and amenity projects/initiatives.
Strategic Housing Developments – pre‐planning meetings and formal consultation
with An Bord Pleanála
Strategic Infrastructure Developments – pre‐planning meetings, formal consultation
with An Bord Pleanála and preparation of Chief Executive’s report to the elected
members.
Conduct a review of the list of registered / Section 261 quarries in the County (subject
to resources).
Managing the electronic submission of planning applications through the roll out of
the National e‐planning Portal
Undertake Part 8’s particularly in relation to Greenways.
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Architects Department
The Architects Department provides a cross departmental service throughout the County
Council and Municipal Districts, particularly in areas of Housing, Planning and Conservation.
The Architects Department continues to make a significant contribution to the County
Development Plans in the running of the Record of Protected Structures and the upkeep of
the multifaceted database. This also includes the considerable number of ongoing owner or
prospective queries and Section 57 Declarations. Advice and assistance is also given to many
community groups regarding proposals for the upkeep or re use of existing protected
structures.

Built Heritage Investment Scheme
The Architects Department seeks to promote the Built Heritage of Offaly outside of the county
and highlight the importance of funding with the Department. In November 2019 Offaly
County Council advertised the BHIS 2020 for conservation projects in the county. We received
approval by the Department for 20 applicants with a total allocation of €79,000. 5 applicants
withdrew from the scheme giving a completed total of 15 applicants. Works were carried out
throughout the year and the 15 projects successfully completed. Projects vary from roof
repairs, timber sash window repairs, thatch and general stabilisation works across the county.
Payments will be issued to the applicants with administration assistance from Planning.
Images below: Derrybeg Thatch before and during works; Tobberdaly window repair.
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Historic Structures Fund
Offaly County Council submitted two applications to the Department in February 2020 for
possible approval. Cangort Park House received €35,000 towards window and lime render
repairs and Acres Folly in Tullamore received €15,000 towards consolidation works. The July
Jobs Incentive Scheme was announced late August 2020. Under this scheme Cangort Park
House received an additional €15,000 and Emmell Castle was awarded €44,445 for
emergency roof repairs.

Cangort Park House and Emmell Castle

Planning
The Architects Department continues to deal with all planning applications to Protected
Structures, providing a report with historical research, mapping and site photographs for
planning. Pre planning meetings and advice are provided as required and Enforcement
assistance.
Advice is also provided where required on large pre‐plan and planning applications in the
county, housing, public or commercial properties.
S57 Declarations completed for the Planning Department – 10 to date 2020
County Development Plan Review: Revise RPS database with new photographs as required,
update 1,400 records where relevant, provide report for Management for proposed additions
and deletions. Submissions to Draft CDP – to date 19 submissions for report including
proposed additions.
Urban and Village Renewal – Sketch designs for proposed applications and assistance with
cross‐departmental Regeneration Team. Working with the area office when projects are
approved to proceed. Applications for 2020 include Accelerated Measures applications.
URDF and RRDF – Working with a cross departmental team on applications for Edenderry,
and Tullamore. Providing detailed Tullamore document with mapping and sketch proposals
augmenting final applications. Sample pages overleaf.
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Municipal Districts
The Architects Department works closely with the Municipal Districts on specific projects as
they arise.
Birr – Birr Designated Town; part of team involved with funding application. Assist with
revised addendum to Birr Public Realm Plan.

Detailed proposals for a
suite of projects in
Kinnitty village involving
extensive community
consultation.
Birr Courthouse, provide
assistance with tender
documents for
consultants.
Banagher – assist WI
with Fort Eliza project.

Edenderry – Part of Edenderry Masterplan Steering group working with Paul Hogarth
company and Area office. Assist with Monument Funds towards the setting of Blundell Castle.
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Tullamore – Provide Acres
Folly Part VIII and report,
approved
19
October.
Arrange with consultant
Tender for contractor to
commence
consolidation
works on site.
Heritage Office
Working with the Heritage
Office on a number of
projects including being part
of the Heritage Forum.
Creative Ireland
Part of the Creative Ireland Team in Offaly,
responsible for the Follies grant; repairs to Acres
Folly €28,800 approved from Creative Ireland and
the Vernacular Architecture grant including repair
to Thatched property.
Additional Projects
Tourism – Kinnitty pyramid interview with
Nationwide in July, provide audio presentation for
repairs to Gloster Arch.
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Heritage Office
The Heritage Office works with the Offaly Heritage Forum to deliver the Offaly Heritage Plan
2017‐22. The forum usually meets four times a year and is made up of people from state
agencies, council staff and NGOs. However, the forum met once before lockdown and all
contact has been online since.
The national Heritage Council provides funding towards the running of the Heritage office
(25%) and also gives an allocation towards the delivery of the Offaly Heritage Plan. The
heritage office has one full time officer.
In 2020 the heritage office received additional funding from the Creative Ireland programme;
the National Biodiversity Action Plan and the new Community Monuments Fund after the July
Stimulus Package.
Heritage Council Funded Projects ‐ Funding from the Heritage Council of €23,000 was
received in 2020 towards two projects in the Offaly Heritage Plan: the county archives service
and the removal of Himalayan balsam invasive species from the Camcor and Little Brosna
catchment.
Archives – The County Archive Service is developed by Offaly History and supported by Offaly
County Council in the Axis Business Park is fully operational now. Work continues to develop
the county archive service website www.offalyarchives.com which hosts catalogues and
certain digitised material.

Biodiversity
National Biodiversity Plan funding of €16,000 was received from the Dept of Housing, Local
Government and Heritage with a second allocation of €6,000
in late summer. This was allocated towards the delivery of
the All Ireland Pollinator Plan; supporting citizen science and
biodiversity recording and removal of invasive Himalayan
balsam along the Camcor and Little Brosna Rivers.
This Gardening for Biodiversity booklet was a national
initiative for heritage officers led by Laois County Council
which proved immensely popular during the spring lockdown.

The All Ireland Pollinator Plan was adopted by Offaly County Council in April. A series of
infomercials were broadcast throughout the year on Midlands 103 encouraging pollinator
friendly actions.
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Killaun Bog
This bog is managed by St Brendan’s Community School and is a much used facility. However,
the 29‐year‐old wooden walkway of 440m was in very poor condition and needed to be
replaced. The heritage office worked with the school to secure €20,000 from the Peatlands
Community Engagement Fund and €10,000 from Creative Ireland and works have begun on
phase one of replacing the boardwalk.
Japanese Knotweed ‐ Work continues to combat this destructive plant and to try and contain
it, involving annual treatment and a mapping programme along with contacting private
landowners where the species is noted.
Decade of Centenaries funding of €10,000 was received in 2020 and was allocated to
producing a book profiling the social history on the Rathrobin Estate in Offaly. The Biddulph
family lived there at the turn of the century and they took photographs of their tenants and
their house providing a unique insight into the social and farming history of the Mount Bolus
area of Offaly, some of the big houses and
the pursuits of their owners. The house
was subsequently burnt in 1923. The
collection provides a unique insight into
farming and estate life over a period of
significant change from 1902 to 1920.
This collection of photographs has been
preserved by their descendants, the
Magans. They in turn have made the
collection available to Offaly Historical
Society.
The Mahon Family, one of the images available from the Magan Collection (Offaly History)
Medieval Churches and Burial Grounds ‐A maintenance programme has been put in place for
medieval churches that have been conserved including
Lynally, Lemanaghan, Drumcullen, Kilbride Clara, Croghan
and Roscomroe to monitor and keep them in good repair.
Bully’s Acre in Birr was cleared of vegetation to facilitate
memorial recording and will hopefully be maintained
regularly.
In 2020 works were undertaken to stabilise the gable end
of Roscomroe church. In late 2020 we received funding
under the new Community Monuments Fund to finish
conservation works at Drumcullen (phase 1 was in 2018)
and to carry out a report on the works needed at St
Brendan’s medieval church in Birr and Blundell Castle in
Edenderry .
Roscomroe medieval church gable end after stabilisation
works carried out with National Monuments Service consents.
Just Transition
A submission was made to Just Transition in partnership with Laois County Council for
conservation of medieval churches with appropriate pollinator actions for burial grounds.
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Offaly Tidy Towns Network– The Network is run jointly with the Community Section. Just
one information evening was held for groups before lockdown. After that groups received
email support and advice.
Public Realm and Town and Village Renewal –
The Heritage Officer is part of the Council in‐house
working group for Town and Village Renewal projects and
is particular involved in the delivery of the Croghan Hill
project and advising on applications with heritage aspects
such as the Crinkill Military Trail.
Croghan Hill ‐ The newly placed carved stone by Ciaran
Byrne with Haikus by Pauline McNamee erected in March
2020 to replace the old damaged trig station
Publications
A photographic book documenting the Derrinlough
Briquette Factory by James Fraher with Jimmy Shortt was
launched on line by Cathaoirleach Peter Ormond during
lockdown. The exhibition is currently in Aras an Chontae and will travel to the Irish
Architectural Archive when C19 permits.
We worked with Offaly History to publish the book on Poet Egan of the Meelaghans which
was launched on line in April.
Two memorial recording books were supported and published, Forgotton Souls by James
Scully and Birr Military Cemetery by Stephen Callaghan.

Creative Ireland ‐ Creative Ireland 2017‐22, places creativity at the centre of public policy
focusing on projects that are collaborative involving the arts, heritage and libraries with
strong community reach. The Heritage Officer is involved in the Creative Ireland OCC working
group along with the Arts Office, Library Service, Corporate Services, Community and Local
Development and the Architect’s office. In 2020 €96,775 was allocated to Offaly with a
further €70,000 allocated after the July Stimulus Package. This programme has grown
considerably since 2017 and supports a wide range of community projects.

Offaly County Council Working Groups
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Lough Boora Sculpture Park ‐The heritage officer is on the working group of 3 Council and 3
Bord na Mona representatives to manage the sculpture park and is involved in the reports
currently being undertaken.
Birr Destination Town – part of the team working to review the public realm plan (2008) and
to develop proposals for the funding allocated under this programme.
Camcor River Study ‐ part of the team working with Birr 2020 on this study on managing the
Camcor and its banks between Springfield Bridge and Croghan Bridge.
Birr Courthouse Conservation Master Plan – working with architect Rachel McKenna to
procure a master plan for this site.

Heritage Awareness
The Offaly Naturalists’ Field Club programme was planned and
then postponed in March. However in lieu of physical events
the heritage office worked with John Feehan and a series of
Wildflowers of Offaly YouTube videos was made with far
reaching appeal. The series for 2020 has 50 videos and to date
has over 25,000 views.
John Feehan discussing Bog Rosemary, the county flower ‐ one
of the 50 species profiled in 2020.

Heritage Week went ahead online in 2020 with a number of groups embracing presenting
their projects in this new format.
In early 2020 the Egan family from Carrigeen
won the National Heritage Hero award which
was presented at the Royal Irish Academy in
Dublin. Subsequently Anne Cassin of RTE filmed
the Egan farmhouse and it was broadcast on
Nationwide during Heritage Week 2020.
Annual Offaly Heritage Seminar ‐ will not go
ahead in its usual format but information on projects will be disseminated.
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Enterprise & Economic Development
2020 has been an extraordinary year for business. The Local Enterprise Office changed its
service delivery model to respond to the challenges being faced by business and the economy
in 2020.

Local Enterprise Office Activities: January to Mid‐March
In Quarter 1, LEO Offaly launched a comprehensive range of training programmes for new
and existing businesses. A number of Brexit related initiatives were introduced. Offaly Clients
participated in the RDS Showcase event in RDS.
The 2019 figures for the Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs), operating in partnership with
Enterprise Ireland and the local authorities, were announced in February. The figures show
that 3,149 net jobs were created in the previous year across the country. The 31 Local
Enterprise Offices, funded by the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation, are
supporting 38,535 jobs across 7,400 client companies.
Local Enterprise Office Offaly 2019 jobs figures, announced during Local Enterprise Week,
show that 62 net new jobs were created by Local Enterprise Office Offaly supported
companies last year. This figure relates to client companies that have received Feasibility,
Priming and/or Business Expansion Grants. It does not include job creation in all the
businesses that interact with the Local Enterprise Office and receive Enterprise Training,
Mentoring and Business Advice.
The Ambassador of the Netherlands to Ireland, Adriaan Palm visited the I‐LOFAR Project in
Birr Castle on the 28th February. The meeting was organized by Professor Peter Gallagher and
discussions included collaborative research, economic and tourism opportunities between
Birr and ASTRON in the Netherlands.
In early March, Euro Stallions Ltd. C/o Dr. Emma‐Rose Conroy announced Overall Winner of
2020 Offaly County Enterprise Award. A range of events took place to mark Local Enterprise
Week.

Covid‐19 and Business Response
In mid‐March all business supports and training courses moved online. Mentoring was
conducted by phone and clients were contacted by phone, email and video conferencing.
Evaluation & Approvals Committee Meetings were conducted via Zoom, enabling grant
approvals. Virtual grant inspections are in place, and a range of new products and supports
have been launched for Offaly Businesses.
Since mid‐March, the Local Enterprise Office has been dealing with unprecedented numbers
of enquiries from the wider business community. Levels of enquiries have increased by 380%
and applications for Feasibility, Priming and Business Expansion Grants are ahead of last year.
In addition, staff assisted clients with applications for Enterprise Ireland schemes such as
Gradstart and Agile Innovation Fund. The government introduced a range of new business
supports and LEO Offaly assisted with the promotion and in some cases delivery of the new
supports. LEO Offaly promoted the Restart Schemes delivered by Offaly County Council’s
Finance Section. The LEO Team also worked with protocol partners in Dept. Business,
Enterprise & Innovation; Dept. Social Welfare; Revenue; Dept. Communications, Climate
Action and Environment; Fáilte Ireland and Bord Bia to advise businesses of supports available
from different departments and agencies.
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The increased profile of the Local Enterprise Office – both through government messaging
and new funding mechanisms has resulted in increased demand and a widening of the client
base. This new base includes previously excluded services such as locally traded services,
retail, pubs and restaurants.
The LEO Team continued to actively support the Core client portfolio as they face the
challenges of Covid‐19 and BREXIT. These are the enterprises employing between 1 and 10
people in manufacturing, specialised services and internationally traded services. LEO Offaly
work with these clients on: specialist mentoring, Brexit related training programmes,
management development programmes, relevant EI initiatives such as Agile Innovation
Funding, Grad Start Programme etc. In addition, the Midland LEOs rolled out 3 new
programmes funded by the Enterprise Ireland Competitive Fund Scheme. These programmes
are: Going Green, Midlands Food & Drink Programme and Exporting for Growth.

Marketing and Communications:
LEO Offaly has increased its online activities on all its social media platforms to increase
awareness of LEO Supports. LEO Offaly worked on the new branding strategy for Offaly
County Council which culminated in the launch of a new brand identity.
The Head of Enterprise in LEO Offaly participates in 3 National LEO Network Committees, and
this participation raises Offaly’s profile, affords opportunities to promote Offaly businesses,
and ensures the needs of Offaly enterprise are heard and represented at a national level.
Chairs the LEO Network for Communications and assists with the messaging for national PR
campaigns, participates in national radio interviews and Facebook Lunch and Learn Live
Events.
Chairs the National Women’s Enterprise Day Committee. National Women’s Enterprise Day
2020 was delivered as a one‐day online event. A record number of 2,700 people booked on
to the day’s events. Offaly was well represented with contributions from Alison Ritchie of
Polar Ice, Caroline Lane of Equipeople and Head of Enterprise LEO Offaly. Carla Mooney of
Cardel Entertainment was nominated as Leading Light Female Entrepreneur for Offaly.
Regional Representative on the LEO Network and contributes to regular calls with the DBEI,
Enterprise Ireland and other Regional Reps within the LEO Network. This ensures that the
issues affecting Offaly and Midland businesses are heard.

Improving Efficiencies:
With the assistance of our Information Systems colleagues, LEO Offaly is using Microsoft
Teams to improve communications and collaboration between staff and other sections within
Offaly County Council. LEO Offaly has also started using Submit.Com an online platform where
all LEO Offaly Applications can be completed and submitted via a secure portal by Offaly
businesses. This will allow LEO staff to monitor demand for products and services and
standardise the manner in which business owners submit applications and supplementary
information such as quotations, cash flows etc.

Economic Development
Co‐Working Hubs: LEO Offaly continues to work closely with Offaly Innovation & Design
Centre CLG, both with the running of four hubs and the due diligence/secretariat
requirements. Each of the four hubs (The Junction Business Innovation Centre, The Junction
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Office Suites, E‐Hive Edenderry, and stream BIRR is open and number of tenants are
increasing.
LEO Offaly supported Offaly Innovation & Design Centre CLG with a number of funding
applications under Just Transition and Enterprise Ireland funding streams.
Shopfront Scheme: LEO Offaly worked with Planning and our Conservation Architect to
administer the Pilot Scheme 2020 and a supplementary scheme as funded under the Town &
Village Renewal scheme with
Site Sales: LEO Offaly is continuing to manage enquiries and deal with site sales in Ferbane
Industrial Park, Lemonaghan and Portarlington Industrial Park. A further 8 sites are expected
to close in 2021. Through Directorship and Secretarial duties associated with North Offaly
Development Fund, LEO Staff are also working on site sales, enquiries and promotion of
Rhode Business Park. In 2020, one site was sold and a further site leased for 4 years.
Infrastructure Report: Working with colleagues in Information Systems LEO Offaly
commissioned a report to assess the suitability of Birr and Rhode as potential locations for
Data Centres. The report focused on the current fibre connectivity and the means to increase
to levels required for Data Centres. The completed report will enable Offaly to plan for future
development and opportunities.
Data Sets: LEO Offaly funded comprehensive data sets for Tullamore, and co‐funded Midlands
Regional Data Sets under the Midlands Regional Enterprise Plan. The comprehensive data will
assist in the promotion of the county and region.
Website Development: LEO staff participate in the Steering Committee for the new Offaly.ie
website. Offaly County Council’s Economic Budget funded the development of the new
website.

2021 Enterprise & Economic Development Priorities include:










Continue to support Offaly Enterprises as they deal with the challenges of Covid‐19
Assist Offaly Enterprises respond to the challenges of BREXIT through preparation,
adaptation and exploring alternative markets
Promote, Support and Develop Offaly Enterprise at all levels including student
enterprise, female entrepreneurship, senior entrepreneurship
Continue to develop and deliver timely and relevant training programmes and
initiatives
Promote Offaly as a great location for business expansion, and continue to manage to
all enquiries and opportunities for inward investment
Promote Offaly’s key sectoral strengths including: Green Energy & Technology, Food
& Drink, Engineering and Manufacturing, Science and Big Data, Tourism and Creative
Industries
Continue to engage with local, regional and national stakeholders to deliver the key
objectives of the Midlands Regional Enterprise Plan
Continue to engage with local, regional and national stakeholders to support the
transition to a decarbonised economy
Continue to work with colleague Departments and Municipal Districts to progress
economic development of the County
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Continue to work with and support Offaly Innovation & Design Centre CLG and the
development of co‐working hubs in Offaly

Tourism
Undeniably the tourism sector has been hit hard in 2020 with the emergence of COVID‐19
and its’ ramifications. The tourism team has been working closely with Fáilte Ireland to assist
and support our stakeholders through this difficult year.
There were a number of noteworthy highlights in 2020 and Offaly Tourism continued to strive
to promote and gain exposure for our wonderful sites, attractions and activities through
different channels.

National TV Coverage ‐ RTE Nationwide
Anne Cassin and a Nationwide crew visited for two days in July for a programme focussing
solely on tourism in Offaly and the attractions the county has to offer including Clonmacnoise,
Lough Boora Discovery Park, the Slieve Blooms and the River Shannon. The programme aired
on 27th July on RTÉ One and was broadcast to a national audience of up to 250,000
viewers. The programme was very well received and showcased Offaly’s wonderful sites and
attractions.

National and Regional Radio Marketing Campaigns
Offaly Tourism’s National Summer marketing campaign launched on 15th June 2020. The
national radio campaign ran for a period of 4 weeks on Today FM & Newstalk. It included a
week long promotion on Today FM’s Fergal Darcy afternoon show. Both the adverts and the
promotion increased Offaly’s profile nationwide.
For the first time ever, Offaly tourism was delighted to collaborate with its neighbours in the
midland counties to jointly promote the area on local radio. The ‘Magical Midlands’ adverts
began broadcasting in June for a period of four weeks. The campaign consisted of three
county specific adverts for Offaly, Laois and Westmeath. The common message at the
beginning and ending of the adverts is to enjoy the ‘Magical Midlands’. The adverts
encourage the midlanders to get out and explore the wonders and beauty within the region.

Failte Ireland’s The ‘Make A Break For It’ Campaign
The €1m promotion campaign announced by the government in the package of measures to
support businesses impacted by the regional restrictions was most welcome. Offaly, along
with Laois and Kildare received an equal share. This campaign focussed on increasing the
appeal of Offaly to visitors and drive bookings under the banner of ‘Make A Break for It’.
The ‘Make A Break for It’ campaign encouraged the domestic audience to pack their bags and
get out to explore all that Ireland has to offer by communicating the anticipation, excitement
and joy of a home holiday by leveraging our regional experience brands.
The campaign reached 97% of Irish adults and Fáilte Ireland published the first adverts in this
campaign at the end of August. This campaign ran in press, radio, online audio and social
media. The content in these adverts changing on a weekly basis focusing on different sites
and attractions each week.
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These Offaly specific ads were in addition
to the adverts running for the regional
brands Ireland’s Ancient East and
Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands in which
Offaly continues to feature.

Digital Marketing
Offaly Tourism continued to grow its
social media presence in 2020, with
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter accounts using the #visitoffaly. The total number of
followers over the social media platforms is 13,116; an increase of 17% year on year.

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme
Work commenced on the projects that were funded under the Outdoor Recreation
Infrastructure Scheme 2019. The tourism team commissioned a number of days of
photography and videography for outdoor recreation. The photography is completed and the
photographs greatly complement their existing portfolio. The photographs will be utilised in
the new outdoor recreation brochure which is currently being worked on. Unfortunately,
videography which was planned under this scheme had to be postponed until 2021 due to
COVID‐9 restrictions and inclement weather.

Key Points for 2021
New Website
Offaly Tourism is launching a new user friendly website that will showcase the Visit Offaly
brand in the best possible light with dedicated tourism videos and imagery.

Greenway
Plans are continuing to construct the Offaly
section (71km) of Grand Canal Greenway
along the main line of the Grand Canal in
partnership with Waterways Ireland. This will
connect in with County Kildare and onwards
to Dublin. Currently it is possible to cycle from
Ballycommon to Lough Boora Discovery Park
(33km) primarily off‐road, with this route
being further extended to Daingean,
expected to be completed early 2021. The
route further East from Daingean to Edenderry will commence thereafter with funding
already secured to complete this section.
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Slieve Bloom Mountain Bike Trial
There are currently 35km of new mountain
bike trails open accessed via Kinnitty. Offaly
has both a red and blue section which can be
cycled individually or together in one loop.
Works are continuing and sections will be
open as they are completed. It is expected
that all trails will be completed by the end of
2022 where they will be launched with a full
marketing plan for their promotion.

Irish Hot Air Ballooning Championship
The 50th anniversary of the prestigious Irish Hot Air ballooning championships will take place
in Birr in September 2021. Balloonists from the UK, USA, France, Holland, Belgium, Chile,
Germany and Ireland are regular attendees to the event (which is by invitation only). The
event, the biggest of its kind in Ireland attracts visitors from near and far.

Tullamore Dew
With the closure of the Tullamore DEW Visitor Centre at Bury Quay, the visitors' experience
will now relocate to the site of the distillery on the outskirts of the town. Tullamore Dew has
its roots firmly in Offaly and the tourism team are looking forward to promoting the visitor
brand experience at its new location for the 2021 season.

Destination Birr
Birr has been allocated over €400,000 by Fáilte Ireland to develop its potential as a tourism
destination town. The ‘Destination Towns’ project aims to develop an impactful and
memorable identity for Birr and will deliver a series of new initiatives to encourage visitors to
explore its many hidden gems.
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Corporate Services
Corporate Services provide a range of support services to management, staff and Elected
Members including meetings administration for all Council, Corporate Policy Group,
Management Team and Joint Policing Committee meetings. Corporate Services also provide
Customer Services including phone and reception desk services.
The Corporate Services role promotes and supports good governance practices across the
organisation to facilitate better informed and strategic decision making as well as the efficient
and effective use of resources. Corporate manages and co‐ordinates key governance areas
including the Internal Audit Committee, General Data Protection Policy, the Ethics Register,
Freedom of Information, Access to Information on the Environment, Ombudsman queries and
customer complaints. Corporate Services is also responsible for maintaining the Register of
Electors and coordinating Records Management.
Section 134A of the 2001 Act (as inserted by Section 50 of the 2014 Act) requires that Local
Authorities prepare Annual Service Plans. Progress on the Annual Service Plan 2019 was
published in Offaly County Council’s Annual Report for 2019. The Annual Service Plan 2020
was prepared in quarter 1 and reflected the 2020 Budget. Monthly progress on the 2020
Annual Service Plan formed the Chief Executive’s monthly report to the Council. Performance
against prescribed service indicators was published in September 2020 in NOAC’s ‘Local
Authority Performance Indicator Report 2019’. Corporate Services also coordinate the
preparation of the Annual Report, the Annual Team Plan for Management Team and the
Corporate Services Staff Team Plan.
From March 2020 Corporate Services coordinated Business Continuity across all service areas
and managed communication with the public and the press in the context of Covid 19.

Key Points 2021:
Administer meetings of the County Council, Corporate Policy Group, Management Team and
Joint Policing Committee.
Support the Internal Audit Committee.
Coordinate and prepare the Chief Executive’s Monthly Management Report.
Manage Customer Services including phone and reception services.
Maintain the Register of Electors.
Prepare the Annual Report 2020 and coordinate the Authority’s submission of Service
Indicators in accordance with the national timeframe.
Explore cost efficiencies that may be achieved with regard to advertising, stationery and other
services.
Ensure that data is managed in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulations.
The Corporate function moved to a new Directorate from November, 2nd 2020.
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Human Resources
Key Objectives and Priorities
To recruit, retain and support a competent staff complement to deliver organisational
priorities and act as a driver for organisational management development and change.

Legislative Context
Both national and EU legislation continue to impact on the day to day work of the department
both from an operational and financial perspective including: ‐
 Health, Safety & Welfare at work
 Payment of Wages
 Working Time Directive
 Equality
 Disability
 Data Protection & GDPR

Key Activities & Expenditure









Recruitment
Employee welfare and supports
Industrial Relations
Staff training and development
Development and implementation of workplace policies
Implementing requirements of Public Service Agreements
Performance Management Development System (PMDS)

Offaly Co. Council employs c. 430 full‐time staff. Almost 90% of the budget allocation for the
HR department is non‐discretionary and assigned to salaries and statutory subscriptions and
levies to agencies such as the IPA and LGMA and maintenance and licensing contracts for
CORE HR system.
The expenditure is broadly broken down into three main spending areas: ‐
 Staff Recruitment
 Safety, Health and Welfare of Staff
 Staff Training and Development
Significant recruitment continued during 2019 with 25 competitions held over the course of
the year with 17 competitions held to date in the first 9 months of 2020. A number of
competitions are in progress and expect to be finalised before year end. However, the Covid
crisis may impact on future recruitment levels due to budgetary constraints that may be
necessary in the current financial climate.
Funding provided by the members for staff training in the 2020 budget allowed the
continuance of the scheme of financial assistance for staff undertaking third level
studies. This funding was welcomed and appreciated by staff with 20 employees benefitting
from the scheme this year.
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The HR Department also closely monitors attendance management and sick leave and the
proactive approach taken by the department has resulted in Offaly’s sick leave indicator for
2019 of 3.67%, being well below the national average of 4.13%.

Key Priorities 2021








Workforce Planning taking into account the current age profile of staff and on‐going
sectoral changes and reform and the impact of the current Covid‐19 crisis
Targeted recruitment based on organisational needs and priorities and robust
business cases
Driving organisational change and development in line with national and local policies
Managing increasing levels of industrial relations issues
Continue to invest in essential and mandatory training and the personal
development of our staff to ensure effective implementation of the on‐going local
government reform agenda.

The Human Resources function moved to a new Directorate from November, 2nd 2020.
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Fire Service Report
Activities in 2020
Offaly County Council Fire & Rescue Service provided an effective and professional response
to emergencies on a 24/7, 365day basis throughout 2020 responding to an average of 600
incidents and 700 station callouts throughout the county.
The Section 26 Fire and Emergency Plan formed the basis for the Fire Service work program
2020. The 2020 budget of €3.29 million maintained the Fire Service.
Significant resources have been made available for training within the Fire Service with a
spend of €152,000 for training during 2020. In addition, the Councils commitment to training
for fire fighters and research into the latest equipment and technology ensures that our fire
crews are best equipped to respond quickly, safely and effectively to the full range of
emergency incidents that we attend.
Offaly County Council Fire Service is also responsible for the assessment of all applications for
Fire Safety Certificates, Dangerous Substances Licences and Disabled Access Certificates and
provides advice on planning referrals, licence applications, fire safety inspections of public
premises and fire safety promotion. Offaly Fire Service is actively involved in the Community
Smoke Alarm project and also delivers the Fire Safety Schools Program to all primary schools
in the county.
The Building Control function of Offaly County Council is integrated into the fire service. This
includes the inspection and monitoring of new works to ensure compliance with all the
requirements of the Building Regulations.
Both the Local and the Regional Major Emergency Plans were maintained, reviewed and
revised by the Major Emergency Development Committee, the Regional Working Group and
the Regional Steering Group.
Civil Defence provides an emergency response capability and supported the community and
events throughout early 2020. Civil Defence is assisting the Covid 19 response in the
community and by assisting in the testing regime.
2021
The 2021 Estimate demonstrates Offaly County Council’s commitment to maintaining the
level of funding required to implement the Fire Service Section 26 Plan so that an effective
and professional response to fires and other emergencies is provided. Offaly Fire Service will
continue to explore and implement cost efficiencies across all aspects of the service.
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Housing ‐ 2021 Budget Report
Covid 19
The delivery of Housing Services during 2020 was significantly impacted upon by Covid 19 and
the resulting levels of national and local restrictions. During the initial national lockdown
period, and later local lockdown for Offaly, the Housing Section continued to provide critical
essential services as set out by the Government. Thereafter services were provided in
accordance with the Government Roadmap. In an effort to achieve social distancing in our
public offices and ensure continuity of services a number of our processes were adapted to
ensure that essential repairs, emergency housing allocations, HAP and rent reviews continued
uninterrupted. Social Inclusion staff continued to work with persons presenting as homeless,
addressing anti‐social behaviour complaints and addressing Traveller welfare issues.
Housing, working in partnership with landlords and Approved Housing Bodies, secured
additional leased accommodation in Tullamore, Birr and Edenderry during 2020.
Capital works, paused during the initial lockdown period, resumed in May 2020 and 18 units,
including four Group Houses, were allocated in Chancery Walk, Tullamore in September 2020.
In line with essential works, the Council assisted contractors to finalise turnkey projects in
Cloneygowan, Daingean and Moneygall and 5 houses were allocated in April / May and
additional houses were finalised in Crinkle, and nominations made to the relevant AHB.
Expressions of Interest for the provision of Turnkey Developments for Social Housing
purposes were sought in August and a number of Capital Appraisals are being currently being
finalised for submission to the Department for consideration and approval.
Housing held zoom meetings with many of AHBs working in the county and who had
responded to the August call when Housing established an AHB Register of Social Housing
Opportunities. Meeting with each AHB has allowed the Council to establish the housing needs
and corresponding Housing supports that will be required in the coming years.

Activities to the end of Quarter 3 ‐ 2020
Social Housing 2020
There were 675 households in Offaly on the social housing list at the end of September 2020.
A further 857 households were in receipt of Housing Assistant Payments, 134 on Rental
Accomodation Schemes and 169 in various leasing arrangements.
To the end of September 2020, 104 individuals and families were allocated Local Authority,
Approved Housing Bodies or RAS / leasing tenancies across the county.
Tullamore LEA was designated as a Rent Pressure Zone in April 2020.
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Direct Construction Programme
The Capital programme was impacted by Covid 19 restrictions, with works on all sites ceased
from March to 18th May. The 14 social houses and 4 group houses at Chancery Lane,
Tullamore were finished and allocated in September.
103 social housing units across the county are currently being progressed through the various
stages with the Department by the Housing Section. They are at the various stages of planning
and approval but will see works commencing at Raheen, Clara; Church Street, Clara; Chancery,
Tullamore; Sr. Senan, Edenderry; Belmont; Daingean and, Moneygall.
Construction in Partnership with Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs)
Offaly County Council, in accordance with the Rebuilding Ireland Programme, continues to
work in partnership with AHBs to progress both AHB Housing Construction and AHB
Acquisition programmes. Through the Capital Advance Leasing Facility (CALF) part‐funding
can be provided by the Department and the Capital Assistance Programme (CAS) 100%
funding can be provided by the Department for the acquisition or construction of units by an
Approved Housing Body, to which the Local Authority will have nomination rights in order to
increase social housing supply.
Tuath are building 27 units at Killane Drive, Edenderry and these units should be finalised in
Quarter 1, 2020. Cluid Housing Association are scheduled to commence a 26 unit
development at Jackson Hill, Tullamore in Quarter 4, 2020.
The construction of the 4 units by Mid Offaly Housing Association in Mountbolus and 3 units
by Co Operative Ireland at An Corrán, Crinkle are nearing their final stages.
Oaklee Housing Asoociation are finalising the tender process for the 41 units at Kearney’s
Field, Tullamore and Stage 4 departmental approval for 19 units at Clonminch, Tullamore has
been submitted in October 2020. It is anticipated both projects will advance in early 2021.
Sophia Housing Association are progressing a Stage 2 application for the development, under
the Capital Assistance Scheme, for a 39 unit development in Portarlington.
House Acquisitions & Turnkey Developments
The aquisition and adaptation of housing units is 100% funded through the Department’s
Capital Programme subject to unit cost ceilings.Due to progress on the national capital
programme the Local Authoriy acquisition programme was scaled back in 2020.
Notwithstanding this the Council acquired 14 houses and a further 3 houses have bids agreed.
Expressions of interest were sought from private developers to deliver completed housing
developments for turnkey acquisition by Offaly County Council and a number of schemes are
progressing to the department for funding application. The Council is anticipating that some
of these units will be approved and povide homes for those on the Social Housing list in the
coming two years.
Returning Vacant Stock to Productive Use (Pre‐lets)
Pre‐let and void works have been completed on 31 council owned properties which includes
13 acquistions to the end of September 2020. The Council’s ability to continue to return
vacant units to use quickly and to a high standard will be determined by the financial
resources available. Part‐funding from central government to return vacant units has reduced
and it is increasingly likely that there will be an increased reliance on own resources for this
activity in the future.
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Local Authority stock (Disabled Persons Grants) & Housing Grants for Private Home Owners
(Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with a Disability)
The total approved budget in 2020 for private home owners is €1,333,231, i.e., €1,066,585
from the Department and 20%, i.e., €266,646, is funded from the Council’s own resources.
Homeowners have experienced delays in the completition of works, due to Covid‐19, but the
Council is currently working with them to ensure that the funding is maximised in 2020.
The Department also provides part funding (90%) towards accessible works on Council stock,
e.g., provision of a ramp, level access shower and ground floor extensions. The 2020 budget
for Disabled Person Grants was €194,156 of which 90% (€174,740) was funded by the
Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government. It is anticipated that
adaptation works will be complete on 7 council owned homes in 2019.

Maintenance of Local Authority Housing Stock
There were over 2,457 requests for repairs and maintenance by local authority tenants in the
first three quarters of 2020. Each request is logged on the i‐house software system and
forwarded to the relevant Clerk of Works for follow up. The expenditure for housing repairs
and maintenance in Q1 to Q3 2020 was €612,827.
2020 saw the continuation of a planned maintenance budget of €250,000. The budget was
allocated across the three municipal districts and will benefit up to 80 Offaly County Council
owned properties. The nature of works addressed are varied and include the upgrade and
replacement of heating systems, re‐wiring to modern standards and boundary treatments.
Buy and Renew Schemes & Repair and Lease Scheme
Both Schemes were launched in 2017.
The Buy and Renew Scheme allows the Local Authority or an Approved Housing Body to buy
houses that are derelict and bring them back to the required standard for social housing
rental. Cost ceilings for such acquisition and repair projects are as per the Department’s
acquisition ceilings for standard house acquisitions. The Council is progressing two houses
under this scheme. A further two units are being compulsorily acquired under the Derelict
Sites Act and departmental funding under this scheme has been sought for their
refurbishment.
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The Repair and Lease Scheme allows the Local Authority to make up to €40,000 available to
a private landlord to repair a property and make it available for social housing tenants on a
long‐term lease arrangement. The cost of repairs is then offset against the landlord’s rental
income over time. The scheme is targeted towards the owners of vacant properties who
cannot afford to bring their properties up to the required standard for rented properties.
Retrofit Programme
Offaly County Council have been allocated €3.3 million for the retrofitting of local authority‐
owned houses in the county. The retrofitting of homes will result in warmer, more
comfortable homes and benefit householders’ health through improved air quality. After the
works, the Building Energy Ratings (BER) of homes will typically have gone from an E‐ or D‐
rating to a B2. They will be expected to be substantially cheaper to heat than similar homes
heated by oil or gas.
The works, which are part of the Midlands Retrofit Programme and funded by the Carbon Tax,
and surveying of the initial homes to be retrofitted is commencing in October 2020. Works
will typically involve insulation, upgrades of windows and doors and installation of heat
pumps (renewable energy heating systems), as committed to under the Programme for
Government. This will help Ireland’s efforts to combat climate change. About 40% of Ireland’s
energy‐related carbon emissions are from buildings.
Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan (RBIHL)
RBIHL applicants must be first time buyers; meet income limit criteria; and demonstrate a
capacity to repay the loan. 33 RBIHL were provisionally approved by the Council’s Credit
Committee, €4.32m, to the end of September 2020 and 11 RBIHL have paid and drawn down
to date to the total value of €1,485,822.
Tenant Purchase Applications
So far in 2020, 14 Tenant Purchase Scheme applications have been received and 2 have been
approved.
Housing Rents
Offaly County Council currently maintains in excess of 2,189 social housing rent accounts.
Rent accounts of those tenants whose income was impacted by Covid 19 restrictions were
reviewed. The debt collection function associated with housing rents and loans transferred
from the Housing Department to the Central Revenue Collection function from the end of
2016.
Homelessness
The number of homeless presentations continued to be high throughout 2020. Notice to quit
by private rented landlords, unaffordable private rents and the lack of private rented supply
were the main reasons for presentation. The Government embargo on evictions was in place
from March until August 2020.
The Council recruited a HAP Placefinder who works closely with those in emergency
accommodation and those at risk of becoming homeless to help them source private rented
accommodation. To the end of September the HAP Placefinder had asisted 43 people in
securing private rented accommodaton. At the end of September there were 19 single adults
and 5 families from Offaly’s Social Housing List in emergency accommodation.
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The Peter McVerry Trust (PMcVT) was awarded the Housing First Service for the Midland
Region and the formal signing of the new Housing First contract took place in February 2020.
Offaly have nominated 5 individuals to the Housing First Programme and these individuals are
currently receiving wrap‐around supports from PMcVT and will be allocated single bed units
before the year end.
Traveller Accommodation
The Local Traveller Accommodation Committee continued to meet, by zoom, during 2020 to
progress the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2019‐2024 initiatives.
Offaly County Council implemented, in accordance with the Department Circular and in
consultation with the Traveller representatives, Offaly Traveller Movement, Birr Traveller &
Settled Persons Group and the HSE a range of measures and works to provide appropriate
responses to the challenges faced by the traveller community consequent to the Covid 19
emergency. Significant resources were deployed to identify solutions for a number of
families.
The construction of the four Group Housing units at Chancery Lane were completed and the
four households’ tenancies commenced in September 2020. CENA, an AHB specific to
Traveller Accommodation, is working closely with the Council in relation to the transitioning
and support of those allocated to these units.
Estate Management & Anti‐Social Behaviour Strategy
Following consideration at the Housing SPC and Joint Policing Committee the members
adopted an updated ASB Strategy in September 2020. The Policy endeavors to adhere to the
Corporate Plan 2019‐2024 objective to promote and build sustainable communities by
improving estate management, engaging and fostering tenant participation and, working with
other agencies and stakeholders, to develop a sense of ownership, pride of place and allow
all to live without conduct that violates the basic rights of another person or behaviour that
is considered to be disruptive to others. A pilot interagency committee, with representatives
from various sections of the Council (Housing, Environment, Municipal District, Community,
Sports, Arts and Library Services), Gardaí, Councillors was established to address issues in a
number of esates.
During 2020 a number of anti‐social behaviour cases were referred to the County Solicitor
and were successfully addressed by the Courts.
Staff worked with a number of Resident Associations in Local Authority estates in an effort to
develop programmes to improve their estates and building their capacity to work together in
their Associations.
The Estate Management Fund for 2020, approved by the Elected Members, was allocated to
each of the Municipal Districts and a number of enhancement projects, including landscaping,
place name stones, sport and play areas, community centre enhancement, refurbishment of
designated green areas and fencing projects were progressed.
Policy Development and Review 2020
The Strategic Policy Committee received briefings on a n number of areas including Retrofit
Programme; Review of Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People & People with a Disability
Scheme; Update on Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme 2016; Anti‐Social Behaviour
Strategy. The updated Anti‐Social Behaviour Strategy was reviewed and later adopted by the
full Council at their September monthly meeting. Changes to the processing and approval of
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Housing Adaptation Grants and Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme were outlined and
noted.
Priorities for 2021
Increasing social housing supply through all available means.
 Progression of Council owned construction projects through the department stage
approvals, including procurement, planning, construction and completion.
 Appraisal and progression of new direct build proposals, sourcing of acquisitions, and
return of voids.
 Foster a partnership with Approved Housing Bodies and private landlords to increase
social housing leasing supply.
 Progress the Retrofit Programme in line with funding received under the ‘Just
Transition for the Midlands Region’ programme.
 Implement the Housing First programme in accordance with the Service Level
Agreement with the Peter McVerry Trust.
 Review and record status of Local Authority Housing stock for planning and
maintenance purposes.
 Seek to maximise the resources available to improve stock via programmes such as
energy efficiency, voids, DPGs and Traveller Accommodation funding.
 Progress the Traveller Accommodation Plan 2019‐2024 including advancing Group
Housing projects.
 Increase the number of private rented inspections and implementation of the
Council’s Vacant Homes Action Plan 2017‐2021.
 Continued on‐going administration of the Housing Assistance Payment Scheme.
 Administration and management of the Tenant Purchase Scheme.
 Progress Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan applications in a timely manner.
 Initiate and administer a Rent Review.
 Capacity building and support for Local Authority Residents’ Associations through an
Estate Management Programme in consultation with the Municipal Districts.
 Implement a programme of review and revision of Local Authority tenancy issues.
 On‐going review of the structure, efficiency and effectiveness of Offaly County
Council’s Housing Service in the interests of customers and staff.
 Begin the process of reducing paper files retained and moving to a paperless record
management system. Improve phone and online services for customers and develop
best use of technologies.
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Library Service
Offaly County Library Service continues to deliver on the objectives of the national five‐year
strategy for public libraries: Our Public Libraries 2022‐ Inspiring, Connecting and Empowering
Communities. During these pandemic times, we are delivering on strategic objectives via
innovative technological solutions to increase user engagement and particular efforts have
been directed towards a blended delivery of our diverse community and cultural events
programmes. Offaly libraries’ strategic national programmes underway include;




Reading and Literacy Development (Right to Read Festivals)
Learning and Information Services (eResources and Work Matters at Your Library)
Community and Culture Provision (Healthy Ireland, Creative Ireland & Age Friendly)

Offaly Library Service – Covid‐19 Response:
This year has seen an accelerated evolution and reimagining of Offaly’s library services. The
library team has pivoted and repackaged core services, collections and space to provide
responsive, inclusive and safe methods of accessing library resources and programmes.
Through a national lockdown and two instances of Level 3 restrictions Offaly Libraries have
contributed to Offaly’s Community Response whilst successfully delivering Contact & Collect
Services, Browse by Appointment Services, a quality Digital Library and curated online learning
supports and events.

New Services, Community Engagement & Social Inclusion Actions:











Contact & Collect Services; Available in all 8 branches ‐ 15,917 items issued to date
Browse & PC by Appointment Services; Available in 6 branches ‐ 70,452 attendees to
date
Exhibitions (digital & traditional), animating street facing libraries
Zoom into the Library – a new service for schools facilitating virtual visits to the library
from the classroom for story time, author visits and other library events
2020 Departmental Grant Awards:
Offaly Libraries was successful in a €20,000 grant funding award for Library Sensory
Provision from DRDC – delivering a new Sensory Room in Tullamore Library and
Autism Friendly collections and equipment for the benefit of Offaly citizens
countywide. This project was 25% matched funded by Offaly County Council.
Offaly Libraries has been successful in achieving a grant of €17,412 from the Dormant
Account Fund for Social inclusion Projects which will fund Brick Flicks events,
Songwriting Workshops and TTRS licences for family learning supports. This project is
10% matched funded by Offaly County Council.
Offaly Libraries has secured a grant of €100,000 from DRCD for Small Scale Capital
Works in Libraries. This funding will be used for building refurbishments and
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improvements to allow further safe Library Access in Covid times. This project is 10%
matched funded by Offaly County Council.

Library ICT and Digital Resource Developments:







There have been 581,159 downloads of our digital library in Offaly in 2020 already!
11 Digital Resources now include eBooks, eAudiobooks, eNewspapers, Language and
Learning eCourses, eComics, eMagazines, Music and Film streaming and VisionNet
Our Library Blog posts have 7,640 views so far!
Offaly Libraries online newsletter, launched earlier this year now has over 1,200
subscribers
Library Instagram, Twitter and Facebook are fully established with 7,292 followers
Our digital offering now includes: Public PCs, WiFi, Contactless Printing, 6 Magic Tables

Innovative Events & Virtual Programmes:
Restrictions due to COVID‐19 meant than traditional methods of event and programme
delivery had to be completely rethought and required innovation and creativity to continue
and proceed.
 Virtual Children’s Book Festival – CBF Crafty Takeaway bags
 Positive Ageing Week – Gift Bags were presented to our older library users and a
virtual programme of readings, poetry and music reached 24,000 people with 6,920
views
 Summer Stars Online Events & Book in A Bag ‐ encouraging users back into libraries
 Spring Into Storytime ‐ 60 storytime videos posted with a reach on Facebook of
126,004 and 80,055 views
 Healthy Ireland at Your Library – online talks on wellness and mindfulness
 Cruinniú na nÓg for 2020 was 66 events with a social media reach of 54,335 and
engagement of 2,097
 Offaly Libraries created an Offaly COVID‐19 Photographic Archive 2020
 Heritage Week saw 11 online events with an overall reach of 55,827 and engagement
of 1,062

Priorities for 2021 include:






Progress a new Library Development plan for Offaly Library Service
Progress plans for the development of a new library and arts base in Edenderry
Update library building facilities across the county
Increase promotion of library services especially through online channels
Continue to develop innovative partnerships and curate responsive events
programmes
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Increase library engagement by developing traditional and digital collections, services
and library technology
Further promote Offaly Archives Service
Review and evaluate library service activities to the benefit of the community
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LOCAL AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Local Community Development Committee (LCDC)
The Offaly Local Community Development Committee (LCDC) was established under the Local
Government Act in 2014 and is managed by Offaly County Council for the purpose of
developing and implementing a coherent and integrated approach to local and community
development. The LCDC held 7 meetings up to October 2020 with a further 2 scheduled for
November and December.
The 19 member LCDC has broad representation from public and private interests including
business, local development, education, enterprise, agriculture, voluntary and local authority
members. Membership of Offaly LCDC during 2019/20 is as follows:
Statutory Interests (9)
Sector
Members Name
Local Authority Elected Cllr Declan Harvey
Members
Cllr John Leahy
Cllr Noel Cribbin
Local Authority Officials
Ms. Anna Marie Delaney,
Chief Executive
Ms. Orla Martin, Head of
Enterprise
State Agencies
Mr. James Carney
Mr. Tony Dalton
Mr. Con Feighery
Ms. Ann Sheerin

Organisation
Offaly County Council
Offaly County Council
Offaly County Council
Offaly County Council
Offaly County Council
Dept of Employment Affairs and
Social Protection
Laois and Offaly Education and
Training Board
Teagasc
Health Service Executive

Non Statutory Interests (10)
Sector
Public Participation Network

Members Name
Mr. Jimmy Todd*
Ms. Sinead McDonagh
Ms. Elizabeth Fleming
Ms. Margaret Murphy
Ms. Rebekah Keaveny
Community Mr. Brendan O’Loughlin

Local
and
Development
Other Civic Society or Local Mr. Dominic Doheny
Community Interests
Mr. Richard Scally
Mr. Fechin Daly
Ms. Christina Byrne

Organisation
Community & Voluntary Sector
Community & Voluntary Sector
Social Inclusion Sector
Social Inclusion Sector
Environment Sector
Offaly Integrated Local Development
Company
Construction Industry Federation
Irish Farmers Association
Construction Industry
Slieve Bloom Rural Development Co‐
operative

*replaced by Sylvia Sweeney in July 2020

The Offaly Local Community Development Committee (LCDC) is responsible for coordinating,
planning, overseeing and implementing local development initiatives including the
implementation of the Offaly Local Economic & Community Plan (LECP) 2016‐2021. It is the
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contracting authority for the Offaly Social Inclusion Community Activation Programme (SICAP)
totalling €760,463 annually and arranges for the implementation of the oversight and delivery
of Offaly Rural LEADER Programme (2014‐2020) which is to the value of €8m.

LEADER 2014‐2020
The Offaly LEADER Programme provides support and funding for individuals and rural
communities to become involved and take ownership for the development of their own area.
Offaly LCDC is the contract holder for the LEADER Programme and Offaly Local Development
Company is implementing the programme on their behalf. The programme has 3 themes and
has a total budget of €8m (€6m for projects).
For the period from 1st January 2020 to 30th September 2020, 74 projects were approved by
the LCDC to the value of €1,371,847.60 and expenditure for the period amounted to
€961,050.83. A total of 225 projects have been approved since 2014 amounting to
€4,988,472.21.
The project themes were: Economic Development & Enterprise Support; Social Inclusion;
Rural Environment – Water, Biodiversity and Renewable Energy.
An additional allocation of €500,000 in funding was awarded to the Offaly LEADER Programme
2014‐2020. The €500,000 comes on top of the approved budget for €8m and was awarded as
Offaly Local Action Group was one of the top ten best performing in the country.

Local Economic and Community Plan (LECP)
One of the main responsibilities of the Offaly LCDC is implementation of the Local Economic
and Community Plan (LECP) 2016‐2021 for the County, which was adopted by Offaly County
Council in December 2015. The LECP implements actions to strengthen and develop the
economic and community dimensions of County Offaly. The implementation of the Plan is
progressing across its six themes and preparations for the next six‐year Plan will commence
in 2021.

Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP) 2018‐22
The Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP) is now in its fifth year of
management by the LCDC with Offaly Local Development Company as the Programme
Implementer. The value of the Offaly SICAP contract for 2020 is €783,277. There are two
overall goals in SICAP ‐ Supporting Communities and Supporting Individuals. There are
thirteen SICAP target groups. These are ‐ Disadvantaged Children and Families; People living
in Disadvantaged Communities; Disadvantaged Young People (aged 15‐24); People with
Disabilities; Disadvantaged Women; Roma; Emerging Needs Groups; Travellers; Lone Parents;
the Disengaged from the Labour Market (Economically Inactive); Low Income
Workers/Households; The Unemployed; New Communities.

Community, Cultural & Emergency Services SPC
The 9 member SPC meets on a quarterly basis and has representation from local authority
members, sectoral interests and PPN representatives. Membership of the SPC during 2019/20
was as follows:
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Sector
Local
Authority
Members (5)

Members Name
Elected Councillor Liam Quinn, Chair
Councillor Clare Claffey
Councillor Ken Smollen
Councillor John Clendennen
Councillor Mark Hackett
Sectoral Representatives (1)
Thomas Woulfe
PPN Representation (3)
Vacant
Madeline Corboy
Johnny O’Connor

Organisation
Offaly County Council

Agriculture/Farming
Environment/ Conservation
Social Inclusion
Voluntary / Community

During 2020 policies were developed for adoption by the SPC including Council Funding of
Sporting Activities delivered through Sporting Bodies; Policy to support Women and Diversity
in Local Government and Decision Making Structures and Offaly Playground Strategy.

Offaly Covid‐19 Community Response Helpline
The Helpline was established and operated from the 30th March 2020, from 9am to 5pm, 7
days per week. Initially the Helpline operated from 8am to 8pm but as calls diminished the
hours were reduced. The Helpline was staffed by Community Section staff and 6 Library
Services staff. A total of 447 calls were received during the period April to September 2020
with 92% of these calls received during April and May 2020. 90% of the calls related to health
queries, deliveries of food or medicine, and offers from people to volunteer their services.
The Helpline will continue to operate in 2021 while there remains a need for the service.

Offaly Community Response Forum:
The Offaly Community Response Forum was set up on 30th March 2020 and has met regularly
throughout 2020. The members of the Forum are Offaly County Council, HSE, GAA, OLDC, An
Garda Síochána, ALONE, SVP, An POST, Offaly PPN, Local Link, Citizens Information Service,
Túsla, IFA, Offaly Traveller Movement, Kildare Volunteer Centre (covering Offaly), Civil
Defence, Offaly Library Service, Family Resource Centres, and Offaly Community Services.
Regular meetings will continue to be held to ensure an efficient and coordinated response to
the Covid 19 pandemic by the relevant agencies and support services.
In April 2020 Offaly was allocated €65,553 in Covid‐19 Emergency Funding by the Dept. of
Rural & Community Development for eligible community groups and organisations in Offaly
who are working directly with the public in responding to the Covid‐19 crisis. The funding was
allocated to 37 groups and organisations. The number and extent of Meals on Wheels services
have been greatly expanded throughout the county since Covid commenced. Awareness of
available support services and links to vulnerable persons are now in place. The Helpline and
Community Forum are capable of being quickly reactivated to maximum levels should the
need arise.

Offaly Age Friendly Alliance
The Offaly Age Friendly Alliance met on 4 occasions in 2020 and is chaired by Anna Marie
Delaney, CE of Offaly County Council. The Age Friendly Alliance was brought on a swift and
changing route during 2020. The onset of Covid 19 led the Alliance members to adapt new
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ways of working including holding meetings online. The Alliance contributed to a Newsletter
‘Connecting the Faithful’ for older people in the County, in particular those cocooning and the
most socially isolated. This is an ongoing piece of work delivered by An Post staff free of
charge.
Offaly Age Friendly are currently in the process of launching a radio programme on Midlands
103. This is a collaborative piece with Westmeath and Laois Age Friendly Alliances and the
Older Peoples Councils in the three counties. The first programme will air on Nov 1st at 8am,
with a one hour slot each week. A Tri County working group was established to work on the
programme content.
OCC staff undertook Age Friendly Business training with a view to rolling this out to businesses
in Clara post Covid 19. This is part of an Offaly County Council Age Friendly Pilot project in
Clara in conjunction with the Age Friendly Housing specialist and Area Engineers. Clara library
already has Age Friendly recognition. They were actively involved in the Positive Ageing week
launch in conjunction with Offaly Age Friendly, the Gardaí, the Lions Club and the PPN.

Public Participation Network (PPN)
The Offaly Public Participation Network (PPN) is the main link through which the Local
Authority connects with the community, voluntary, social inclusion and environmental
sectors. In 2020 the Community Wellbeing Statement was almost complete when Covid 19
struck. It has derailed and altered many plans for the year.
When Covid hit, the Secretariat initially met online on a weekly basis and in more recent times
have met monthly. From the onset the PPN was eager to assist where required. This included
setting up the Master sheet of Contacts and updating same as required for the Community
Helpline. The PPN plays an active part in the Community Response Forum. The PPN
distributed funding to a number of organisations to assist with the on the ground work of
member groups. These included funds for Meals on Wheels and the Migrant Community.
Throughout 2020 groups were supported in joining the PPN, accessing MD grants, Town &
Village renewal, the Community Enhancement Programme grant and Clár funding. Groups
were also assisted with Revenue/Tax registration and Tax Clearance in order to draw down
grants. All planned MD meetings and Plenaries were cancelled however the PPN continues to
reach out to groups providing national and local information in a timely manner including
Government Department and HSE guidance in these challenging times. This includes an
ongoing Social media presence. The PPN is also actively engaged with the Regional Just
Transition team.

Offaly Comhairle na nÓg
Comhairle na nÓg was set up under the National Children’s Strategy in the 31 Local
Authorities throughout the country, to give children and young people a voice in the
development of local services and policies. Article 12 of the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of the Child, and the National Strategy on Children and Young People’s Participation
in Decision‐making 2015‐2020, highlight the importance of ensuring that children and young
people are given a voice in decisions that affect their lives.
Comhairle na nÓg is a key structure in giving young people a voice in decision‐making at local
and national level. The Offaly Comhairle na nÓg AGM 2020 is planned to place virtually in
December 2020 and the theme is Climate Change with particular focus on Biodiversity. The
Offaly Comhairle na nÓg members have also taken part in an important discussion on Gender
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Balance and diversity in Local Government. They have been working on a policy document for
presentation to the SPC in November 2020.

Community Enhancement Programme
In 2020 Offaly received a total allocation €197,308 under the Community Enhancement
Programme. Offaly LCDC administered the scheme and funding was distributed to 102
applicants following recommendations by an LCDC Sub‐group.

Tidy Towns Network
This network is in place since 2011 and is a collaborative project of the Community and
Heritage sections of OCC. The Tidy Towns competition was called off for 2020 which curtailed
much of the activity of the groups. Tidy Towns groups usually meet 3 times a year to progress
their plan of works for each year, and it is hoped that these meetings will resume in 2021.
Tidy Towns groups in Offaly hope to resume their activities in order to build on the terrific
results achieved in 2019.

Pride of Place 2020
This is an All‐Island competition where local authorities nominate groups in their communities
who have made a significant contribution to improving their neighbourhood. Three groups
were nominated in Pride of Place 2020:
Geashill Tidy Towns Edenderry MD (withdrew due to Covid)
Glendaniel Residents Tullamore MD
Lusmagh Development Association Birr MD
The process in 2020 was very different to other years. Geashill Tidy Towns withdrew their
nomination due to the Covid 19 restrictions. Glendaniel Residents and Lusmagh Development
Association participated. Paula Nolan Photography produced a video for both groups
including Drone footage and recorded interviews with members of both groups. Each group
was also assisted with the creation of a presentation. The presentations and video recordings
were submitted as the initial element of the adjudication with the adjudication taking place
via Zoom. The winners will be announced on 21st November 2019.

Offaly Community Watch Network/Community CCTV
Offaly Community Watch is a network of Community Alert and Neighbourhood Watch groups
that is in operation since 2011. It is facilitated by the PPN, Local Garda Sergeant and Muintir
na Tire Regional Worker. The Network meets 3 times per year with a regular attendance,
which includes the PPN reps from the JPC. Each meeting focusing on a particular area of
community safety and security with guest speakers invited and allows for open dialogue and
feedback on local issues and concerns.
In 2020 Offaly County Council met with a number of local groups interested in operating
Community Based CCTV schemes. It was agreed to establish a local Federation to Co‐ordinate
CCTV schemes in the county. The Council will act as the Data Controller and each community
will act as Data Processors. Training will be provided to members of the Federation which will
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be funded by the County Council. The benefits of the Federation are that members will have
collective bargaining power when purchasing CCTV equipment. It will be a mechanism for
lobbying for Government support for schemes, and it will increase the capacity of schemes to
work collectively to further its aims.

Refugee Resettlement Programme
The Offaly Refugee Resettlement Programme commenced in December 2017. The
Department of Justice assigned a total of 25 refugee families for resettlement in Offaly. A
Resettlement Worker is employed by the implementing partner, Offaly Local Development
Company, to assist the integration of the families into their communities. By October 2020,
21 families were settled in Tullamore, Clara and Birr. A Migrant Integration Strategy was
launched mid‐2020 with a number of agreed actions to be implemented by a Migrant
Interagency Working Group which will be established in 2021.

Healthy Ireland
The Healthy Offaly Team was created by Offaly LCDC in 2018 to implement actions contained
in the LECP 2016‐2021. The team is made up of representatives from key statutory
organisations responsible for the promotion of health enhancing activity in Offaly.
The Healthy Offaly Plan 2018‐2020 was funded by the Healthy Ireland Fund; developed in
2018 following consultation with key stakeholders; and launched in October 2018. The plan
includes objectives to be achieved under five key themes – i. physical activity; ii. mental
health; iii. sexual health; iv. healthy weight; and v. alcohol / substance misuse and tobacco.
In 2019, Offaly LCDC secured a budget of €247,000 to deliver a range of actions across the
two year period, July 2019 to June 2021; and employed a shared Healthy Ireland Offaly /
Westmeath coordinator to oversee implementation of the work plans in Offaly and
Westmeath. As part this application process, Healthy Ireland indicated that actions should
also be considered under an additional priorty theme of spaces and places for health and
wellbeing.
Year 1 (July 2019 to June 2020) actions were delivered in the areas of physical activity for
children; building healthier communities with a focus on rural Offaly; grow your own and
healthy eating (meals on wheels); and community eco spaces as places of health and
wellbeing.
Community engagment programmes supported included Offaly’s Longest Day, a Healthy
Ireland funded Offaly Sports Partnership physical activity challenge for 800 people, delivered
between the 1st and 21st June; Healthy Ireland Offaly care packs; and inputs into Age Friendly
and Public Participation Network newsletters, and a contribution to printing of same
Under the Community Mental Health Fund element, four organisations (Clara and Tullamore
community family resource centres, Midlands Area Parenting Partnership and MenPower)
were supported to deliver mental health support programmes for disadvantaged
communities, men, women and families including one parent families; children and young
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people. A community mental health small grants scheme was also launched. A mid‐year
programme report was also submitted to Pobal who are managing the Healthy Ireland fund
on behalf of the Dept. of Health.

Offaly Sports Partnership
Offaly Sport Partnership is an inter‐agency group which is a sub structure of Offaly LCDC,
hosted by Offaly County Council and core funded by Sport Ireland. The long term shared vision
of Offaly Sports Partnership is of a county with a vibrant sport culture which is inclusive of all
people. Its mission is to actively support measures to increase and sustain participation in
sport in Offaly.
Offaly Sports Partnership believes that all people, irrespective of ability; age; cultural
background; educational attainment; ethnicity; family status; gender; marital status; physical,
mental and intellectual capabilities; religious beliefs; or sexual orientation are entitled to
enjoy the benefits of improved physical and mental health derived from their participation in
sport and physical activity. In 2020, Offaly Sports Partnership delivered a range of sport,
physical activity and active living programmes: ‐



for people of an ethnic minority background, older adults, people with disabilities and
women. Over 350 people, 35 of whom were people with disabilities participated on the
range of programmes delivered
in schools for over 1,400 children and young people including three schools
participating on the sports partnership’s Healthy Ireland funded “Fit Class” programme

Offaly Sports Partnership also worked with Operation Transformation, Healthy Ireland Offaly
and Offaly County Council to deliver the ‘Ad Break Challenge’; an OT walk as part of the
National Walk Day; and leader challenges across the length and breadth of the county. Seven
Ad Break Challenges catering for over 700 people were delivered in Banagher, Birr, Clara,
Edenderry, Kinnitty, Moneygall and Tullamore; while over 700 people participated in the
national walk day in Tullamore
Furthermore, the sports partnership responded to the implication of Covid19 and national
lockdown by: ‐







developing and delivering programmes such as “Fit Class online”
inputting into publications of Offaly Age Friendly and the Offaly Public Participation
Network
developing and delivering the longest day challenge in June which saw over 800 people
take part
supporting the reopening of sport and physical activity through the hosting of socially
distant summer camps in three locations for 150 children
administering Sport Ireland’s Covid19 small grants scheme for local sports clubs and
organisations supporting sport and physical activity opportunities
supporting the return of older adults and people with disabilities to recreational sport
and physical activity by delivering one to one physical activity sessions for over 50
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people with disabilities; and delivering outdoor physical activity sessions for over 80
older adults
supporting 45 primary schools to deliver outdoor sport and physical activity
programmes for children returning to school
adapting delivery of our sports leader programmes for 275 young people in post primary
schools

Offaly Sports Partnership secured €330,000 in funding and earned income from a variety of
sources (e.g. Sport Ireland; Health Services Executive; Department of Transport, Tourism and
Sport; Department of Children and Youth Affairs; Department of Justice and Equality, the
Dormant Accounts Disbursement Fund, etc.) in 2020, with much of this funding supporting
delivery of the aforementioned programmes of physical activity and sport.
In 2021 Offaly Sports Partnership will be launching a new five‐year strategic plan for the
period 2021 to 2025 inclusive; and will continue to lever external funding to support
interventions across the county. To this end, €61,000 has been secured to establish a new
community sport and physical activity hub in Daingean in 2021; and it is anticipated that
additional funding will also be secured in each of the following four years.

Offaly Arts Service
Offaly County Council arts service is charged with investing and developing high quality,
imaginative arts activity, with and for the people of Offaly and visitors to the county. In doing
so, the arts office advocates for and clearly communicates the significant role that the arts
play in enriching the wellbeing of society, of our citizens, and in enhancing the public realm.
This is achieved through our strategic planning processes, with an annual programme that is
delivered in cooperation with artists, cultural producers, community groups and local
stakeholders and, involving regional and national partners.
Offaly Arts Service assists with the development of a range of key county‐wide arts
programmes such as: FilmOffaly, Music Generation, Hullabaloo Children’s Arts Festival, Anam
Beo ‐ Arts and Health, Culture Night, along with providing ongoing support and advice to the
many artists, creative practitioners, festivals, and community groups undertaking arts and
culture projects across the county.

2020 Key achievements
Lough Boora Sculpture Park
In 2020, the continuting partnership between Offaly County Council (OCC) and Bord na Móna
(BNM), endorsed through a Memorandum of Agreement, which set out the basis of a
collaborative partnerhsip approach; saw the continued working of the Lough Boora Sculpture
Park Management Committee. The purpose of the Management Committee is to establish a
framework that will enable evolving an exceptional artistic vision for sustaining and
developing the Sculpture Park at Lough Boora Discovery Park. This will be to establish the
future curatorial direction of the Sculpture Park, at the same time as developing a model of
governance and management structures that will be required to support this objective.
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As an outcome from the committee, artist Tim Collins and Reiko Goto published a deep
mapping project of the Sculpture Park and its environment. The Arts Office were also
allocated funding from the Arts Council’s ‘Invitation to Collaboration’ scheme, to commission
a research project that would recommend an operational framework for the Sculpture Park
into the future.

Youth Arts Research
A research report ‘The Makings: Fostering Youth Creativity’, carried out by consultant Angela
Ryan Whyte to examine both current and potential arts provision for young people in Offaly,
with the purpose to recommend a framework for developing and implementing a new
strategic approach for young people’s arts provision in the county over the coming five years,
was developed and will be published 2020.

FILMOFFALY
FilmOffaly continued to attract investment from national and international film‐makers.
Several films were postponed and reschedule due to Covid 19 restrictions, but there was
continued interest in filming in Offaly.
The FilmOffaly 2019 bursary winner Whale, Ben Conway (Writer), Lorna Fitzsimons (Director),
Martha O’Neill (Producer) and the FilmOffaly 2020 bursary winner The Passion Frank Blake
(Writer), Mia Mullarkey (Director), Roisin Geraghty (Producer) were both set to shoot on
location for December 2020
FilmOffaly Mentoring Programme was devised in collaboration with LOETB and Screen Skills
Ireland to support film‐makers from County Offaly in the development of script writing skills.
FilmOffaly mentor Helen Flanagan was engaged and worked with 4 writers selected for the
programme. Helen also undertook a number of workshops with the LOETB in October on
writing for film and film professional Alan Fitzpatrick delivered a series of online workshops
in September focusing on working in film. The aim of this programme is to establish a
distinguished accredited educational course for film professional which will assist in the
development of the industry in Offaly
FilmOffaly worked in partnership with OFFline Film Festival to deliver a number of
professional development workshops as part of the festival. This included delivering a needs
analysis workshop for film professionals in the county.

Creative Edenderry
Creative Edenderry is a new ground‐up arts initiative working with the community of
Edenderry to develop a community network with a focus on bringing the Arts to Edenderry.
In 2020 The Arts Office continued to work with Voluntary Arts Ireland to develop a series of
collaborative meetings, ‘Creative Edenderry Open Conversation’, acted as a stimulus to draw‐
in the different community groups, get the conversation going, with a view to work with the
community to explore the potentials of an arts network. As a result of this dialogue the
Creative Edenderry Network delivered a Culture Night event and are working towards an
associate event with Galway2020 for 2021.
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Culture Night Offaly
Culture Night Offaly went on line, our highlight was Energise | Envisage | Engage a 30‐minute
commissioned film that showcased the very best of Offaly artists and venues. Some of our
online events included Vintage Luminaries, JJ Houghs Sparks of the Devine, Rahan Comhaltas
at Charleville, Bronte Artists talks, Music Generation Offaly/Westmeath Mega Play Along,
Deep Mapping Book Presentation and a Curators Talk on a new initiative for the community
of Tullamore. There were several socially distanced events on the ground included the
premiere of the film Spiral Nebula and Tina Claffey artists talk at Birr theatre and Arts Centre,
a projection of postcards from Birr onto an old shop front in Birr and the Shoes of Edenderry
Shop window exhibition in Edenderry. Approximately 13000 watched and engaged with the
events. Culture Night is co‐funded by the Arts Council.

HULLABALOO! Offaly’s Children’s Arts Festival
Hullabaloo! celebrated its 14th annual festival completely online, delivering a 4‐day high
intensity and wide‐ranging programme of creative zoom/pre‐recorded workshops and shows.
With music, art, dance, film, comedy, literature, painting, craft and much more. The festival
is undertaken in partnership with Birr Theatre and Arts Centre working with Offaly libraries
and Clara Family Resource Centre. With over 40 workshops to choose from kids aged 3 to 12
years were highly engaged and received quality experiences in the arts

Arts Act Grants
18 groups from the arts, community and voluntary sectors received grants towards arts
activities in their community. The projects were selected on the basis of their ability to provide
an innovative and high quality engagement with arts activity within particular community
settings and sectors.

Festival Arts Grant
The county arts service disburses grants on an annual basis to a wide selection of arts and
cultural festival taking place in Offaly. In 2020, Offaly county council provided financial
assistance, advice and promotional assistance to, Birr Vintage Week and Arts Festival, OFFline
Film Festival, Tullamore International Summer Organ Series, Tullamore Club Sessions,
Shakefest, Scripts and Birr Festival of Music and Voice, as well as leading out with other
festivals such as Hullabaloo Children’s Arts Festival in partnership with Birr Theatre and Arts
Centre. Many of the festivals were able to adapt to an online offering for their audiences,
while some festivals were unable to go‐ahead due to Covid‐19 restrictions.

ARTS In Health
Anam Beo
Anam Beo, Offaly’s Arts and Health organisation promotes arts inclusion through the delivery
of comprehensive arts projects in care settings. The programme which has run since 2005 has
facilitated over 13,472 workshop attendees in the growing demographic of the over 55’s. In
2020, Anam Beo was one of the organisations badly affected by the Covid‐19 restrictions, with
minimal access to their primary target audience. However, through careful planning they
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were able to work with active age groups, older people and staff in care settings in a response
to the pandemic in a distanced way. Anam Beo, created projects such as the 350 envelope art
projects working in conjunction with HSE care settings in Edenderry, Riada House, Tullamore,
Birr Community and Nursing Unit, The Irish Wheelchair Association, Ballinagar and
Ballycumber Active Age Group.
Anam Beo are also working with Age and Opportunity and other national organisations in the
research/development/ implementation of A National Arts and Creative Charter for Older
People

Arts and Health Residency
Offaly County Council Arts Service in partnership with Anam Beo, HSE and Music Generation
commissioned an Arts & Health intergenerational music project.
Engagement with older people and young people (between 16 – 24 years) was the
prerequisite, with a focus on the mental health and well‐being of each demographic. Musician
Andy Spearpoint was commissioned and began working with older and younger groups in the
community. Due to Covid‐19 restrictions however this programme is currently being re‐
designed.

Arts and Health Research
The Arts Office are one of the partners for an Arts Council funded award through their
‘Invitation to Collaborate ‘. The lead partner in this project is Laois County Council Arts Office.
The project is a regional project titled Mapping Arts Provision in Health Settings. Partner
organizations are Laois County, County, Westmeath County Council, Offaly County Council,
Music Generation OW, Anam Beo, Helium Arts, Waterford Healing Arts Trust (WHAT).

Creative Ireland Projects
The Arts Office continued to lead on a number of Creative Ireland projects including: Creative
Edenderry, Community Open‐Call projects‐, Animation Residency and the Tullamore Arts
Development Project.

Animation Residency
Offaly County Council arts service, through the Creative Ireland programme, continued to
support a new Animation Film Residency that enables two film animators to undertake a
residency, in Birr. This six‐month residency offers ongoing mentorship and post‐production
services and an opportunity to create and show‐case new work to audiences of filmmakers
and the general public at the OFFline Film Festival.

Public Art
Banagher Public Art
A public art project for Banagher, funded from the Kylebeg Banagher Capital Scheme, scheme
from funds made available from the Department of Environment, Community and Local
Government under the Percent for Art Scheme, was facilitated by the Arts Office. Writer
Jessica Traynor was selected to work on a writing project working with the community to
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create a poetic history of Banagher, through a series of workshops with Banagher’s writing
community plus workshops with local schools. Prior to the lockdown Jessica conducted a
number of workshops with TY students, and local writers.
Following lockdown Jessica arranged a 4week series of online workshops with local writers
plus arranging a summer mentorship programme for 6th year students and adults. Jessica has
also been working with Banagher College with musician Elaine Agnew to deliver online
workshops and recording with students. Elaine will set the poetry that Jessica and the TY
students worked on to music. This will be recorded remotely and the song will be released
around Christmas over social media as a celebration of Banagher ‐ and to celebrate getting
through a difficult year!

Birr Theatre & Arts Centre
Birr Theatre & Arts Centre continued to provide an extensive arts programme through its
annual performance season, its learning and outreach community projects and as an
incubation and administrative hub for a considerable number of prestigious arts festivals in
Offaly: Birr Vintage and Arts Week, OFFline film festival, Scripts‐ Offaly film and playwriting
festival; Birr Festival of Music and Voice and, as co‐producer with Offaly County Council of the
Hullabaloo! Children’s Arts Festival.
Birr Theatre & Art Centre faced many challenges throughout the year as a consequence of
Covid‐19, but rose to the challenge producing much of their festival work as online events and
taking care to maintain their presence to their audience, while supporting local artists on the
ground. Offaly County Council provided funding of €38,000.00 to Birr Theatre and Arts Centre
in 2020.

Music Generation Offaly/Westmeath
MGOW Tuition moves on‐line
MGOW had to stop all person to person tuition early in the year and throughout the summer,
as a result of the covid‐19 restrictions and so set about exploring new ways to maintain their
connection with their musician team, partners and of the course the many children and young
people they work with. As a result, MGOW moved on‐line.
The online programme included; a 6‐week music technology and composition course, the
delivery of sessions as part of the Cruinniú programme in both Offaly & Westmeath, an online
singing camp in partnership with Music Generation Louth, Sing Ireland and IMRO, a Mega Play
Along for Culture Night 2020, and preparation for Singfest going virtual. After the summer
break MGOW began working back in some of our partner schools, with more schools
expected back after mid‐term break.
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Support and Information to Professional & Voluntary Groups/Individuals
The Arts Office is a resource for artists and organisations that require advice, direction and
information on developing and promoting a project or their practice. This element of the Arts
Service has been event busier in 2020, with many enquiries from artists and community alike
on how to address the challenges faced by the Covid 19 restrictions. This element of the
service is based on best practice principles in all forms of arts development and is intended
to give rise to increased confidence in quality methods and professional approaches.

Professional Artists Support Grant
In 2020 the county arts service continued to provide assistance to professional artists from
and living in Offlay. The awards are designed to support the development of artist’s
professional practice. Thirteen grants were awarded to artists.

Professional Development Training for Artists
The Arts Office organized a number of online supports through training opportunities for
artists including online workshops for offaly artists with regard to continued delivering of their
business and working on line.

Online Communication Strategy
The Arts Office continue to engage the public and artists through our online and social
platforms, Facebook, twitter and our extensive email distribution databases.

Birr Writers Residency
The continuation of the successful annual partnership with the St Brendan’s House (Tin Jug
Studio) in Birr saw four writers awarded with the writers residency.

Capital Projects
Arts Infrastructure Strategy
The Arts Office has within its remit, the role of supporting the development of a number of
Arts Infrastructure organisations within the County. In 2020, with the construction phase for
the Tullamore Community Arts Centre underway, it was considered timely to develop a
Strategic Plan for Arts Infrastructure within the County, in order to ensure that all the Arts
Infrastructure develop in a collaborative and harmonic manner, resulting in a cohesive,
complimentary and self‐sustaining network, beneficial to the whole county. With this in mind
and in agreement with the Arts Council, the Arts Office developed a tender for the research
and development of this strategy. This project will commence in 2020 and be delivered in
2021.

Tullamore Community Arts Centre
The Tullamore Community Arts Centre project continued to be developed through 2020, this
was based upon the agreement from the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
confirming the support through Access Funds of €2 million. In addition to this funding €2.5
million was pledged by Offaly County Council as well as €200,000 from the Street
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Enhancement Scheme. The Board of the Centre has pledged to raise a further €500,000 by
way of fundraising.
The Arts Office continued to assess best practice operational and planning options. An initial
Arts Office programme proposal was developed for the Arts Centre, as a stand‐alone curated
project, based on a re‐ignited Foundation Festival – to run from September 2020 into 2021.
The aim of this project is to re‐engage an audience / local community participation in advance
of the Art Centre opening with a view to Foundation Festival becoming an annual / bi‐annual
festival with invited curators.

Aras Exhibition Programme
The exhibition programme for the Atrium had to be suspended as a result of Covid 19
restrictions, the Arts Office is exploring potential funding opportunities to develop a virtual
gallery space.
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ROADS
The 2020 grant allocations from Transport Infrastructure Ireland and the Department of
Transport are set out below, the figures for 2019 are shown alongside for comparison
purposes.
2020 Transport Infrastructure Ireland & Department of Transport Road Grants
2020
2019
Transport Infrastructure Ireland
National Primary
Motorway MMaRC Lighting

29,117

34,617

500,000

300,000

National Secondary Improvement
Major Scheme N52 Tullamore to Kilbeggan Link
Minor Works N62 Crancreagh (Cloghan
Derrinlough)
Pavement Scheme HD28 Pavement Renewals

to

50,000
700,000

410,000

Pavement Scheme N62 Baveen to Drumakeenan

800,000

1,620,000

HD15 & HD17 Minor Works

475,000

HD15 & HD17 Minor Works Fencing Retrofit

25,000

25,000

Local Authority Support (Improvement)

164,000

164,000

Ordinary Maintenance

129,194

123,574

Route Lighting

66,744

61,244

Winter Maintenance

190,000

170,000

Local Authority Support (Maintenance)

30,700

38,800

Local Authority Support (Winter Maintenance)

10,000

10,000

TII Total

€3,169,755

€2,957,235

Restoration Improvement

5,378,500

4,750,500

Restoration Maintenance

955,000

871,000

Supplementary Restoration Maintenance

591,000

344,000

Discretionary Grant

1,802,000

1,775,000

Bridge Rehabilitation

331,506

250,000

Safety Improvement Works

300,000

277,000

Specific Improvement Grants

400,000

285,000

National Secondary Maintenance

Department of Transport
Regional & Local Roads
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Speed Limits

13,500

16,950

Training Grant

47,500

36,000

Community Involvement Scheme

735,500

656,541

Pilot Scheme testing on roads over peat

10,000

165,000

PSCI Survey Support

16,000

Drainage Works

446,993

452,000

DOT Total

€11,027,499

€9,878,991

Total Roads Budget

€16,064,384

€14,628,356

The Offaly County Council budget also includes a separate allocation of €949,500 for Public
Lighting and a central management charge (support services) of €3,022,144.
The 2020 allocations will be expended in full in 2020 and full grant claims made to the
departments maintaining, upgrading and improving four National, Regional and Local roads
networks. Additional funding was received in 2020 as follows:
Roads Budget 2020 Additional Funding
Transport Infrastructure Ireland
Pavement Scheme N62 Baveen to Drumakeenan

€260,000

HD15 & HD17 Minor Works Fencing Retrofit

€50,000

Capital Maintenance Works > €50,000

€422,941

Capital Maintenance Works < €50,000

€100,000

Department of Rural and Community Development
Local Improvement Scheme

€278,871

CLÁR
Offaly Greenway Outdoor Recreational Infrastructure Scheme
Department of Transport
Active Travel Measures
Climate Change Adaptation
National Transport Authority
Wheelchair Accessible Bus Stops Tullamore & Edenderry
Total Roads Budget

Awaiting Approval

€500,000
€827,500
€272,500
€183,105
€2,894,917

Areas of Activity

Objectives Delivered in 2020

Road Network

Deliver the 2020 Road Programme ensuring all TII and DOT grant allocations
are used efficiently and economically;
Apply for additional funding where available;
Maintain and improve the Road Network making the optimal use of available
resources;
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Ensure best practice techniques and methodologies are used in road
maintenance operations and upgrades;
Continue our programme of upgrading Public Lighting to LED in the interest
of energy efficiency;
Continue our bridge rehabilitation programme, develop plans and seek
funding for further schemes;
Progress the Community Involvement Scheme, Local Improvement Scheme
and CLAR funded by DOT and DRCD.
Road Safety

Promote Road Safety awareness in association with the Road Safety
Authority and Gardai;
Progress Road Safety Initiatives in Offaly;
Continue our Road Safety Improvement programme, develop plans and seek
funding for further schemes;
Carry out the Winter Service duties in accordance with the Plan;
Respond to extreme weather events as required;

Roads Connectivity Improve Offaly as an important transport link in the midlands;
Engage with TII, DOT and relevant stakeholders to progress the following
projects:
N52 Tullamore to Kilbeggan Link road through planning and design;
N62 Cloghan to Kennedys Cross peat replacement and road improvement
Minor Works Scheme;
Edenderry Town Inner Relief Road;
R444 Ballynahown to Clonmacnoise to Shannonbridge road improvement
scheme;
Birr Distributor Road R439 Banagher Road to N52 Tullamore Road specific
road improvement scheme;
Tullamore Urban Roads Upgrade Works specific road improvement scheme;
Collins Lane Tullamore Junction Upgrade Works;
R441 Monasteroris Edenderry Road Widening Scheme;
Edenderry Granary Court to Fairgreen Link Road
Roads Sustainable Implement the Government’s strategy on smarter travel;
Transport Systems Improve pedestrian & cyclist accommodation on our road network;
Support the development of off road pedestrian & cyclist routes such as the
Offaly Greenway.
Deliver the Active Travel Measures to improve walking and cycling
infrastructure;
Deliver the Climate Change Adaptation measures to address the impact of
climate change on the road network.
Deliver new Wheelchair Accessible Bus Stops Tullamore & Edenderry on
behalf of the NTA.
Machinery Yard

Operate and maintain the fleet in a safe and efficient manner;
Implement the fleet replacement plan and review fleet energy efficiency;
Implement electronic H&S documents and vehicle inspection sheets.
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ROAD SAFETY 2020
A number of Road Safety Initiatives the Road Section progressed in 2020










Supplied Hi‐Vis vests for Positive Aging Week to the Libraries together with road safety
leaflets to include in over 100 gift bag for this week;
Update the website in relation to weather alerts and road safety initiatives and
circulated to Councillors and staff and uploaded on Council’s web site, Facebook and
Twitter;
The Drive for Life daylong Programme was carried out in a number of Secondary
Schools in the County up to COVID 19 when the schools closed. This programme is
tailored for students and young adults in a school setting and issues such as
consequences of speed, alcohol, drugs and driving, mobile phones, seat belts forms
part of the content of the programme;
Liaised with Municipal Districts concerning road safety matters in the County;
Road Safety presentations delivered to a number of national schools in collaboration
with the RSA up to COVID 19 school closures;
Road Safety Video/Message in various Credit Unions throughout the County;
In conjunction with local newspapers supported newspaper articles for “Back to
School”.
Collaborated with the Road Safety Authority in relation to their “Check it Fits Service”
prior to COVID 19. This Service is quick, it’s easy, it’s free. Experts advise on how to
fix any problem with child car seats, demonstrate how to fit the restraint correctly and
answer any queries participants might have.

HEALTH AND SAFETY 2020
Health and Safety objectives were set out at the beginning of the year with the management
team after reviewing 2019 both from a local and national level.
The key objectives were:
 To continue to enhance the safe working environment for all employees of Offaly
County Council and members of the public;
 To ensure that communication between all levels of staff within the organisation
relating to health and safety are improved;
 To continue to work closely with external groups such as the Health and Safety
Authority and consider any improvements which are suggested;
Every day staff in Offaly County Council are reminded of the risks they face and how to
eliminate or reduce this risk. Nationally, during 2020, 39 fatalities have occurred as of the
15th of October 2020.
Industry
Agriculture
Fishing and aquaculture
Forestry & logging

Number of Fatalities in 2019
19
3
0

Number of Fatalities in 2020
16
2
0
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Mining and quarrying
Manufacturing
Water supply
Construction
Repair of motor vehicles
Transportation and storage
Public Administration
(Others Arts, Entertainment &
Recreation)

0
2
2
12
1
6

0
4
1
11
4
0

2

1

Total

47

39
Source H.S.A – Last updated
18th of Sept 2020

2020

2019

2018

2017

2016

2015

2014

2013

2012

2011

2010

2009

2008

2007

39

47

39

48

48

55

55

47

48

54

48

43

57

67

One of the main targets for 2020 was to enhance communication with staff on
accidents/incidents and good practices from other Local Authorities and private companies.
This was achieved through monthly safety discussions and through re‐fresher health and
safety training. This will continue in 2021.
All work needs to be treated safely and a suitable Safe system of Work agreed and
communicated to all staff prior to commencing the works. Another key focus for 2020 has
been a focus on transport safety and vehicle management in light of the number of serious
incident across the country in 2020.
There was an overall reduction in Offaly County Councils accident ratio in 2020 (as of the 15th
of October 2020) when compared to the same period in 2019.
Senior management continued to provide leadership in order to raise the profile of safety
within Offaly County Council. A key focus in 2020 involved safety discussion with all staff and
additional line manager meetings with staff. An internal seminar was carried out in early 2020
with all line managers setting out the targets and the key health and safety points for 2020.
The management team and senior management group carried out a number of inspections
during the year, this will remain a key focus for 2021 along with tracking the number of
inspections carried out by each department and directors attending key quarterly health and
safety meetings in their departments.
An internal health and safety audit is scheduled for the last quarter of 2020 and the key
findings will be closed out by the relevant departments. Offaly County Council are involved in
Construction Safety week also during 2020.
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A health and safety review will be completed in full in early 2021 and this will be used to set
out the targets and areas for improvements in 2021.

Key Action for 2021
It is anticipated that the roads budget for 2021 will be similar to 2020 for both National and
Non National Roads. Offaly County Council will continue to engage with the Department of
Transport to secure significant investment for our Regional and Local Roads. OCC has received
approval for a number of capital schemes as outlined below and will continue to submit
applications for specific road improvement funding.
A number of schemes the Road Section wish to progress in 2021 at various stages of approval
and funding include:
 N52 Tullamore to Kilbeggan Link Phase 2 planning, option selection & design in
collaboration with the TII, Westmeath National Design office & RPS Consulting
Engineers;
 N62 Cloghan to Kennedys Cross peat replacement and road improvement TII Minor
Works Scheme;
 Edenderry Town Inner Relief Road specific road improvement scheme design and
phase 1 construction;
 R444 Ballinahown to Clonmacnoise to Shannonbridge specific road improvement
scheme;
 Birr Distributor Road – R439 Banagher Road to N52 Tullamore Road specific road
improvement Scheme;
 Tullamore Urban Roads and Cycleways Upgrade Works specific road improvement
scheme;
 Grand Canal Greenway in conjunction with the planning section;
 Safety schemes on National and Non National Road Network;
 Public Lighting upgrades to LEDs;
 Pedestrian Crossings upgrade works including lights to LEDs;
 Engage with DOT following the pilot scheme for peat on bog roads to inform
applications for strategic grants and identify additional funding sources for county
road maintenance;
 Winter service and severe weather response in accordance with the 2020 ‐ 2021 plans;
 Progress active travel initiatives subject to funding being made available from DOT;
 Develop the machinery yard to enhance the services and functions;
 Deliver new Wheelchair Accessible Bus Stops Tullamore & Edenderry on behalf of the
NTA.
 Progress the community involvement scheme, local improvement scheme and Clár
funded by DOT and DRCD;

Grand Canal Cycleway
The roads section working with the planning section has delivered the following sections of
the Offaly Grand Canal Cycleway in 2020 and continuing in 2021


Digby Bridge to Ballycommon Bridge (6km) complete 2020;
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Ballycommon Bridge to Daingean (5.5km) complete 2021;
Campbells Bridge to Wood of O (4km) Complete 2020;
Wood of O to County Boundary (3km) complete 2021;
Turraun to Lough Boora (1.1km) complete 2019;
Daingean to Edenderry (17km) commence 2021;
Clara Bridge to Kilbeggan Bridge in Tullamore Town (km) commence 2021;
New traffic lights at the Clara Bridge & Kilbeggan Bridges in Tullamore Town to
facilitate introduction of new safe walking & cycling track crossing points;
Clara Bridge to Srah Bridge (1.8km) commence 2021;
Turraun to Shannon Harbour (17km) commence Part 8 process 2021;
Henseys Bridge to Pollagh (5km) commence Part 8 process 2021

Climate Change Adaption and Energy Efficiency
Climate Change & Energy awareness continue to be key areas where we are required to show
leadership in both promoting public awareness and in changing mind sets towards energy
management. Offaly County Council continues to work in conjunction with the Midland
Energy Agency in an effort to achieve the objectives as set out in the 2030 and 2050 targets.
The Climate Change Adaptation Strategy for Offaly County has been adopted and Offaly
County Council will aim to implement the goals and actions identified on the Strategy in 2020.
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Environment and Water Services
Irish Water Service Level Agreement (SLA)
The Council is continuing to deliver Water Services in accordance with the SLA with Irish Water
and the Annual Service Plan for 2021. Work is currently underway to design a Water Industry
Operating Framework for Local Authorities and Irish Water working in collaboration. The
Water Industry Operating Framework (WIOF) will put in place an industry structure to operate
efficiently, effectively, responsively and cohesively under the SLA agreement. Water Services
are 100% funded by Irish Water who are now the Statutory Authority for water services and
all major decisions around funding of services will be approved by Irish Water. The Local
Authority remains the Water Services Authority in connection with Group Schemes, Small
Private Supplies (SPS) and domestic wastewater treatment systems (septic tanks). The
delivery of Water Services under the SLA, although challenging, is an opportunity to retain a
level of water services activity within Local Government and to influence water services
investment and policy in the future.

Drinking Water Supply
The most recent EPA Drinking Water Report has been published and shows that the
compliance rate in Offaly calculated for 2019 (based on compliance data sent to IW and the
EPA) is:





Microbiological = 99.56%
Chemical = 99.85%
Indicator = 99.76%
Overall Compliance = 99.77%

Watermain Rehabilitation Works are ongoing at Clonin, with Newtown to follow on.
Leak detection and pressure management have reduced the consumption of water in Public
Water Schemes (PWS) in Offaly since the beginning of 2020. Leak repair, Find and fix works
are ongoing in Edenderry, Daingean and Clara.
There has been a saving of almost 3,900 m3/day since January 2018 in Offaly where average
consumption in January 2018 was 24,839 m3/day compared to 20,927m3/day last month i.e.
September 2020.
IW are currently preparing the design for a replacement reservoir at Clonbullogue and
considering a replacement reservoir at Walsh Island.

Wastewater
There are 14 Wastewater Treatment Plants in Offaly with Discharge Licenses serving
agglomerations with populations greater than 500. Meeting the stringent limit values on
these licences is challenging. Full secondary treatment is now provided in all public sewerage
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schemes in Offaly with a significant improvement in quality standards compliance being
achieved as a result.
Consulting Engineers have been engaged for Birr, Shinrone, Cloghan & Daingean. They will
examine the existing plants and come up with proposals to treat storm water via holding tanks
or reed beds. Also, a Design Team has been engaged to upgrade the design of the Banagher
WWTP.
Significant improvement works have been carried out at the various Plants throughout the
County, especially with regard to Health and Safety. Also, Aeration Tanks & Clarifiers were
cleaned leading to a better final effluent quality and also a reduction in the running costs of
the Plants.
Phase 3 of the Tullamore Drainage Area Plan is complete, however, Phase 4 has not yet
commenced. The data collated from Phase 3 can be used to inform any future proposals in
Tullamore.
IW have engage a consulting engineer to design an interceptor sewer to the south of
Tullamore.
Edenderry WWTP: IW are in the process of appointing a consulting engineer for the upgrade
of the plant.
OCC are hopeful that the upgrade of Rhode WWTP will be included under the Small Town &
Villages Programme with a decision on this will be announced shortly.

Water Services Capital Schemes
A major upgrade of the Tullamore and Birr Water Supplies is under way. Aecom/Jennings
O’Donovan appointed Murphy Processing Engineering to Design and Build the project. The
contract which involves the major upgrade of the Ardan, Clonaslee and Birr Water Treatment
Processes, commenced in November 2018 and is currently 60% complete.
It is envisaged that greater emphasis will be placed on completing low cost small scale
projects through the Capital Programmes and Capital Maintenance Programme which will
facilitate the upkeep and improvement of existing schemes and the replacement of end‐of‐
life assets. This approach will be beneficial to our County given the large number of small
schemes.
In 2021, we will continue to engage with IW on prioritising infra‐structural improvements in
Offaly. There is a rigorous health & safety inspection and management regime in place across
all water services infrastructure and this is driving an ongoing programme of Significant Health
and Safety Improvement Works. There is also a significant investment in plant replacement
and process optimisation through the Capital Works Programme and a countywide
Disinfection Programme.
Irish Water is developing a National Water Resources Plan (NWRP) that will outline how IW
intend to maintain the balance between supply and demand for drinking water over the short,
medium and long term whilst minimising impact on the environment.
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RURAL WATER PROGRAMME
Subsidies
A total of €978,426.00 was paid in 2020 to 15 Group Water Schemes for GWS Subsidies to
support group water scheme to operate to their full potential and deliver potable water to
their customers.

Rural Water Programme (RWP) 2019 ‐ 2021 Capital Works:
Circular L1/19 was received from the Department on 8th February, 2019 inviting Local
Authorities to bid on a priority scheme & project basis, for grant assistance under the Multi‐
Annual Rural Water Programme 2019‐ 2021.
The objective for this funding is to provide enhanced funding certainty for priority investment
needs to support the implementation of proper planning and sustainable development in
rural areas. It is to assist in meeting the requirements of the Drinking Water Directive in
relation to rural water supplies and to support the delivery of measures identified in the River
Basin Management Plan for Ireland 2018 – 2021 to meet the needs of the Water Framework
Directive.
The total allocation to the successful projects under the programme is €1,839,625.00 for 19
projects. Seven of these projects are completed and the other 12 are at various stages of
progress with all projects expected to be completed in 2021.
The total funding allocation breakdown is:
 Measure 1; Source Protection € 31,440
 Measure 2: Public Health Compliance €495,800
 Measure 3: Enhancement of schemes including Water Conservation 1,261,625
 Measure 6(a): Community Connection Networks (Water) € 51,000
The panel who considered the requests for funding submitted have recommended the
rationalisation and/ amalgamation of some schemes. We have also been advised that the
most sustainable long‐term solution for a GWS is interconnection to, and taking‐in‐charge by
Irish Water. The Local Authority has been requested to pro‐actively assist and focus the
schemes in doing so and funding under the programme should be used for this long‐term
solution only.

Domestic Water and Domestic Waste Water Grant Schemes:
Under Measure 8 of the Multi‐Annial Rural Water Programme 2019‐2021 a revised Private
Water Supply (Well Grants) and Domestic Waste Water Treatment grant scheme was
announced by the Dept of Housing, Planning and Local Government in June 2020. Applicants
that have been approved under the terms of the previous scheme are entitled to re‐apply
under the terms of the new scheme, if they wish, and their existing approval will still apply.
Well Grants: The apllication process and the level of grant payable have been revised. The
main revision of the scheme is that the applicant must provide three quotes for the proposed
works and that the percentage of the approved cost of works that can be claimed by the
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applicant has been increased from 75% or a max of €2,031.58 to 85% or €5,000.00, whichever
is the lesser. There are also new grants available for Well Rehabilitation of 85% of costs up to
€3,000.00 and Water Treatment Systems grant of 100% up to €1,000.00.
Domestic Waste Water Treatment grants: This grant may be available to householders where
they have been identified by the Local Authority under various river basin and catchment area
plans and they must meet specific criteria (an applicant cannot self declare for these
grants). The percentage of the approved cost of works that can be claimed by the applicant
has been increased from 75% to 85% or €5,000.00, whichever is the lesser.
Number of Well Grants Paid by Municipal District in 2020.
Municipal District
Birr Municipal District
Tullamore Municipal District
Edenderry Municipal District
Total Grants

Number
14
5
1
21

Waste Management
Derryclure Landfill
The aftercare costs of the landfill continue to be a financial burden on the Council. To reduce
costs, Environment carried out feasibility studies of alternative on site technologies for the
treatment of leachate and gas, this study determined the current system of treating the
leachate off site and flaring of the landfill gas were the most cost effective treatment
methods. However, looking to the future a full review of the activities at the landfill needs to
take place in order to consider costs and opportunities associated with changes overtime,
treatment methodologies available, degrading gas quality and quantity, wear and tear on
installed systems etc.

Recycling Facilities
There are currently 41 bring banks in the County for glass, aluminium & steel cans recycling
on both private and public sites and we continue to pay for the recycling of the glass by the
service provider, Glassco Ltd., as per the tender agreement of €8.20 per tonne. Offaly receives
an income from Glassco of €125 per tonne for the aluminium cans. For 2019, we received an
income of €15,646. The income for 2020 will be considerably lower than this due to the
changing markets.
We continue to operate three Civic Amenity Facilities (CAF) in Birr, Derryclure and Edenderry.
These accept a wide range of materials for recycling and complement our existing Bring Bank
facilities. Charges apply for all waste brought to these facilities, with the exception of
electrical items, glass packaging and batteries. The gate fees of these facilities are retained by
the contractor.
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The contract to operate the three Civic Amenity Sites and the waste transfer station at
Derryclure was retendered in 2016. Due to the very substantial reduction in the value of waste
and recycled material over the last few years, along with the requirement to introduce Pay
By Weight at CA sites, there was a very substantial increase in the cost of the contract.
Following negotiations, the facilities are being operated on a short term basis by the current
service provider.
It is the intention of Environment to tender for the operation of the three Civic Amenity Sites
and the waste transfer station at Derryclure before the end of 2020.
Eastern Midlands Regional Waste Management Plan 2015‐2021
The Waste Management Planning regional structure was changed to three regions in line with
the 2012 Government Policy document “A Resource Opportunity‐Waste Management Policy
in Ireland”. Offaly is in the Eastern/Midlands Region. The current Eastern Midlands Regional
Waste Management Plan 2015‐2021 was launched on the 14th May 2015. Offaly County
Council staff work with our Regional colleagues to implement the policies of the plan.

Waste Enforcement
We continue to investigate all illegal waste activities and instigate legal proceedings as
Appropriate. Inspections and audits of the operations of the 57 Waste Collection Permit
holders and the 20 Waste Facility Permit Holders in the functional area are ongoing.
To the start of October, Environment Section received 1,014 complaints since the 1st January
2020.
Complaint Category
Air Pollution (Dust/odour/emissions)
Litter pollution (fly tipping/casual litter/litter on
property
Waste (dumping/burning/unauthorised sites)
Noise (community/commercial/industrial)
Control of Horses
Control of Dogs
Water Quality

Number
26
635
145
24
42
159
25

Environment Section assisted in 196 community clean‐ups across the county, providing bags,
pickers, gloves and removing materials collected. It should be noted that the 196 community
clean‐ups are not included in the complaint figures.

Anti‐Dumping Initiative
An application was made to the DCCAE for funding under the Anti‐Dumping Initiative to clean
up some very littered areas and to provide funding for CCTV at bottle banks, Offaly County
Council was approved for €64,534. In the event that the Department make similar funding
available for 2021, Offaly County Council will seek comparable funding.
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Local Agenda 21
Local Agenda 21 (Environmental Partnership Fund 2019) is a grant scheme for environmental
projects A total of 37 applications were received. The grant received from the DHPCLG is
€10,925 which is match funded by the Council. Project proposals will be assessed in
accordance with guidelines and criteria provided by the DHPCLG, and will be announced after
the Department has finalised the list of successful projects.
Due to the restrictions in place during the COVID19 pandemic DCCAE has extended the
completion date for Projects of the 2019 Community Environment Action Fund from August
2020 to the end of December 2020. We are currently examining the feasibility of the 2020
Scheme taking into consideration the current public health guidelines and restrictions. It is
expected that applications for the next Community Environment Action Fund will be delayed
until Q1 of 2021

Green Schools Awareness Programme
Offaly County Council continues to support the Green Schools Programme by frequent visits
to the schools, facilitating free workshops to the schools, arranging the annual teacher
training seminar as well as making a financial contribution to the schools for their
environmental projects.

Protection of Natural Waters Water Framework Directive
Water Quality
We implement the objectives of Water Framework Directive as set out in the River Basin
Management Plan for Ireland 2018‐2021. Roles undertaken in this work area include the co‐
ordination of sampling for the EPA’s national monitoring program in Co. Offaly, the
enforcement of Section 4 licences for discharges to surface waters and the investigation of
complaints relating to a range of water linked issues. Inspections are also undertaken across
various sectors including domestic septic tank inspections, agricultural inspection and
catchment assessments where waterbodies are not achieving Good Status.
The Council are committed to advancing water quality in the county, recognising the links
between water quality and the Councils goals throughout Co. Offaly, from Enterprise to
Tourism. We are committed to working closely with the Local Authority Waters Program
Office (LAWPro), towards shared national goals.
A detailed submission has been returned to the EPA regarding the 3rd Cycle Characterisation
to be considered in the Departments Draft River Basin Management Plan for Ireland 2022‐
2027, covering both the Midlands & East WFD Region and the South East WFD Region. This
will be open to public consultation in early 2021.

Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management Studies (CFRAM)
On 3 May 2018, Minister of State with special responsibility for the Office of Public Works
(OPW) and Flood Relief, Kevin ‘Boxer’ Moran T.D. published 29 Flood Risk Management
Plans to address flood risk in Ireland. The CFRAM Programme studied the flood risk for 300
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areas or communities in Ireland and concluded that it is possible to provide protection
through flood relief schemes to approximately 95% of properties at risk within the assessed
areas.
Under the Flood Risk Management Plans there are 2 schemes proposed for Offaly one in Birr
and one in Rahan.
Offaly County Council are also discussing a number of schemes under the Minor Flood
Mitigation Works, these include the Bog Lane in Portarlington and Newtown, Ballybritt.

Burial Grounds
Part VIII approval has been granted for the extension of Kilcoursey and Kilreaghan cemeteries.
Tender documents are currently being drawn up for Kilreaghan cemetery and Kilcoursey will
follow in 2021. The extensions of Cloncrane and Clonmacnoise burial grounds will be further
investigated in 2021. Resources will need to be allocated annually in the coming years to
fund the necessary works.

Climate Change
Offaly County Council has prepared the Offaly Climate Change Adaptation Strategy in
accordance with the provisions of The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015
and the National Adaptation Framework (NAF) 2018. The Offaly Climate Change Strategy was
adopted by the Elected Members at the Council meeting of 16th September 2019.
The purpose of the Climate Change Adaptation Strategy is to, ensure a proper comprehension
of the key risks and vulnerabilities of climate change, bring forward the implementation of
climate resilient actions in a planned and proactive manner and, ensure that climate
adaptation considerations are mainstreamed into all plans and policies and integrated into all
operations and functions of Offaly County Council
The Climate Change Adaptation Strategy represents a proactive step to build resilience and
respond effectively to the threats posed by climate change. As a public body, we have an
obligation to prioritise Climate Change considerations in the delivery of all services and the
development of all policy. Furthermore, we must provide Climate Change leadership within
the Community.
A number of projects are being progressed under the banner of Climate Change, from
drainage, flood relief, to biodiversity and paperless offices. These projects are being carried
out by a number of different sections throughout the organisation.

COUNTY VETERINARY SERVICE
Food Safety
We have entered into a shared service agreement with Westmeath County Council to provide
the County Veterinary Service in Westmeath, including Temporary Veterinary Inspectors in
abattoirs, Control of Dogs and Control of Horses. The EWS team are currently amalgamating
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the delivery of services between the two counties including the administration of and
payment to Temporary Veterinary Inspectors.

Control of Dogs.
Number of Dog Licences sold to date in 2020:
Number of Dog Licences sold in 2019:

2324
2271

Number of stray dogs in dog pound 2020 (to 15/10/20):
Number of Dog breeding establishments registered in 2019:

166
3

Control of Horses
Under the Control of Horses Act 1996, all local authorities are responsible for the control of
horses in their area including the collection of stray horses on public land. The numbers have
been reducing in recent years, from a high of 164 horses in 2014 to a total of 2 horses seized
in the period Q1‐Q3 2020.
Year
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020

No of horses seized
164
101
67
60
16
5
2

NATIONAL WASTE COLLECTION PERMIT OFFICE (NWCPO)
There are 2,021 waste collection permits on the NWCPO register and 231 applications
pending. 455 permits were due for renewal in 2020 and of these 240 review applications have
been received to date. There were 109 new applications received to date in 2020.
The NWCPO team have altered work practices; to facilitate remote working, whilst continuing
to provide support for the Waste Management Planning Lead Authorities and the High Level
Covid‐19 Waste Management Advisory Group.

Household Kerbside Waste Collections
There are currently 57 (48 active) waste collectors. The NWCPO continues the assessment of
applications for household kerbside waste collections, including on‐line audits of the systems
and processes used by the waste collectors.

ISO 9001 Certification
The office received certification for the ISO 9001 standard in November 2014. The office has
been successfully recertified following a 3‐year re‐assessment audit in April this year.
A Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy
A new waste policy was launched by the DECC on the 4th September 2020
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The NWCPO role is to be expanded to include:
 Data analysis on the operation of the market
 Oversight of charging structures and penalties
 Oversight of service provision
 Management of consumer rights and a complaint escalation mechanism
 Data Protection
 Additional functions in waste data management
 Implementation of other waste policy measures through the existing system
.
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