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CORPORATE SERVICES
Meetings Administration
Corporate Services staff supports the efficient and effective administration of meetings of the
County Council, Corporate Policy Group, Management Team and Joint Policing Committee.

Register of Electors
The Register of Electors is updated in accordance with the legislation.

Ethics Register
The annual Ethics Register was published and made available in accordance with the
legislation.

Customer Care Action Plan
The Council supports its Customer Charter.

Ombudsman, Data Protection, Freedom of Information & Access to Information On
the Environment
All queries and requests were dealt with in accordance with the relevant information and
within the given timeframes during 2019

Service Indicators
Corporate Services coordinated the Council’s 2019 Service Indicators return to the Local
Government Management Services Board.

Service Planning, Service Indicators and Annual Reporting
Section 134A of the 2001 Act (as inserted by Section 50 of the 2014 Act) requires that Local
Authorities prepare Annual Service Plans. Progress on the Annual Service Plan 2018 was
published in Offaly County Council’s Annual Report for 2018. The Annual Service Plan 2019
was prepared in quarter 1 and reflected the 2019 Budget. Monthly progress on the 2019
Annual Service Plan formed the Chief Executive’s monthly report to the Council. Performance
against prescribed service indicators was published in September 2019 in NOAC’s ‘Local
Authority Performance Indicator Report 2018’.

A new Corporate Plan for 2019‐2024
A Corporate Plan for the Council term 2019‐2024 was prepared in the second half of 2019.
Revised Corporate Objectives, a Mission Statement and Values were drafted by the newly
established Corporate Policy Group supported by the Management Team and Executive. A
number of consultative workshops were held with the new Council and senior staff in
September. Workshops were also held with the Local Community Development Committee
and Comhahirle na nÓg. Staff were consulted through workshops and surveys. A draft
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Corporate Plan was prepared in accordance with guidelines issued by the Department of
Housing, Planning and Local Government with reference to reviews completed previously by
the National Oversight and Audit Committee. The draft was submitted to the CPG and Council
for adoption in November 2019.

Information Management and Storage
Corporate Services encourage the use of electronic communication while ensuring sufficient
and accurate paper records are kept to meet our obligations.

Corporate Services Priorities for 2020:
Where resources provide Corporate Services will:








Administer meetings of the County Council, Corporate Policy Group, Management
Team and Joint Policing Committee.
Maintain the Register of Electors.
Support Swimming Pool Committees.
Implement priority actions from our Access Plan in compliance with the Disability Act
2005.
Hold regular staff meetings.
Coordinate the Authority’s submission of the Service Indicators in accordance with the
national timeframe.
Explore cost efficiencies that may be achieved with regard to advertising, stationery
and other services.

 Ensure that data is managed in accordance with the General Data Protection
Regulations.

HUMAN RESOURCES
Key Objectives and Priorities
Recruit, retain and support a competent staff complement to deliver organisational priorities
and act as a driver for organisational management development and change.
Legislative Context
Both national and EU legislation continue to impact on the day to day work of the department
both from an operational and financial perspective including: ‐
 Health, Safety & Welfare at work
 Payment of Wages
 Working Time Directive
 Equality
 Disability
 Data Protection & GDPR
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Key Activities & Expenditure
 Recruitment
 Employee welfare and supports
 Industrial Relations
 Staff training and development
 Development and implementation of workplace policies
 Implementing requirements of Public Service Agreements
 Performance Management Development System (PMDS)
Offaly Co. Council employs c. 420 full‐time staff. Almost 90% of the budget allocation for the
HR department is non‐discretionary and assigned to salaries and statutory subscriptions and
levies to agencies such as the IPA and LGMA and maintenance and licensing contracts for
CORE HR system.
The expenditure is broadly broken down into three main spending areas: ‐
 Staff Recruitment
 Safety, Health and Welfare of Staff
 Staff Training and Development
Significant recruitment continued during 2019 with 19 competitions held during the first nine
months of the year which involved the processing of over 800 applications with further
significant competitions planned for the final three months of the year. This trend is expected
to continue into 2020 based on current retirement projections and greater mobility across
the sector generally as a result of increasing promotional opportunities for staff.
Funding provided by the members for staff training in the 2019 budget allowed the
continuance of the scheme of financial assistance for staff undertaking third level
studies. This funding was welcomed and appreciated by staff with 14 employees benefitting
from the scheme this year.
Provision was also made for 16 Staff Members to participate in Management and
Development Training provided by Carr Communications. 48 Staff Members have completed
this training since 2016.
Resilience training was also provided for 40 frontline staff in 2019 and it is envisaged that this
training will be provided for additional staff in 2020.
The HR Department also closely monitors attendance management and sick leave and the
proactive approach taken by the department has resulted in Offaly’s sick leave indicator for
2018 of 3.08%, being well below the national average of 4.13%.
Key Priorities 2020
 Workforce Planning taking into account the current age profile of staff and on‐going
sectoral changes and reform
 Targeted recruitment based on organisational needs and priorities and robust
business cases
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Driving organisational change and development in line with national and local policies
Managing increasing levels of industrial relations issues
Continue to invest in the training and personal development of our staff to ensure
effective implementation of the on‐going local government reform agenda

LIBRARY SERVICE REPORT
Introduction:
Offaly County Library Service continues to deliver on the objectives of the national five‐year
strategy for public libraries: Our Public Libraries 2022‐ Inspiring, Connecting and Empowering
Communities. We are delivering on these areas through increased user engagement and
membership via innovative technological solutions for increased accessibility through My
Open Library services and implementation of diverse and engaging national and local
programmes of community and cultural events.
My Open Library ‐ there are now three library branches providing my open library services –
Banagher, Ferbane and Tullamore. To date, 3,805 people have registered to use our My Open
Library services. There have been 103,015 visits from 1st January 2015 – 31st December 2018.
Ferbane Library MOL service– the success story!
Ferbane MOL service began on the 6th October 2018. The MOL service has been a huge
success in Ferbane with a 27% increase in stock issues with 10,560 issues between October
2018‐September 2019. There was a 23% increase in library visits during staff times, as well
as 5,448 MOL visits. Visitor numbers exceeded 10,000 over this period, averaging 27 visits
per day. Associated positive outcomes demonstrate great community engagement with
Ferbane Library achieving a 37% increase in adult members and a 14% increase in children’s
membership.
Healthy Ireland at Your Library ‐ All libraries in the county have a copy of the entire
professionally recommended reading list which includes children, young adult and adult titles.
There is a dedicated reading space and display area in each library supporting Healthy Ireland.
23 health related events happened in libraries in 2018/2019 with an attendance of 1,023. The
library is also part of the Healthy Offaly Committee which developed the Healthy Offaly Plan
to improve health and wellbeing, placing a focus on prevention, individual awareness and
keeping people healthy for longer.
Right to Read Programme ‐ Offaly’s successful delivery of the four key programmes of Right
to Read in 2018 has resulted in recognition via receipt of a Right to Read Award. Spring into
Story time ‐ the library hosted 35 story‐time events. The Summer Stars programme
encouraged more than 1,200 children to continue reading over the Summer months.
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Tullamore Cycle Centre sponsored the programme and one lucky reader won a bike which
was presented in September by Cathaoirleach Cllr. Peter Ormond. Offaly Libraries is currently
delivering the Children’s Book Festival with 65 events planned. For Christmas Family Time at
the Library the ever popular Polar Express and Santa letter writing programme will be held in
all 8 libraries in the county.
Work Matters at the Library continues to be developed throughout the branch network. It
has been designed to support people in work and business‐related tasks and offers a key role
for libraries in supporting users in their transition into jobs and careers, seeking work, and/or
becoming entrepreneurs.
Offaly’s Magic Table was purchased as part of the ICT Grant issued by the Department of
Rural and Community Development and received matched funded from Offaly County
Council. Designed to help people with cognitive challenge: from children with autism to older
people with dementia it was launched by Catherine McGuigan, Chief Officer of Age Friendly
Ireland, Cllr Peter Ormond, Cathaoirleach and Anna‐Marie Delaney, Chief Executive of OCC in
September and bookings for the table have been brisk since.
In October Minister Michael Ring, Department of Rural and Community Development
officially launched the National Age Friendly Libraries Recognition Programme and Clara
library received the first Age Friendly Charter for Offaly Library Service in recognition of
branch improvements in support of age friendly principles.
Science Week ‐ Offaly Library Service teamed up with the Midland Science Festival to promote
STEM subjects. This collaboration resulted in 39 events for all ages in Offaly libraries during
Science Week with 5,518 visitors in 2018. This is a 25% increase in visitors on the same period
in 2017. The second year of our Lego competition was a wonderful success. Jessica Farrell
from Channel 4 Lego masters was the judge again in this year.
Cruinniú na nÓg is an initiative of the Creative Ireland programme and Offaly’s Creative
Ireland committee selected the library to organise this programme once again in 2019. 56
events took place in all 8 libraries for Cruinniu na nÓg on Saturday 15th June 2019 with an
attendance of over 900 children and young adults.
Heritage Week saw a number of events held in the libraries, including a visit from the National
Museum of Ireland Country Life, Castlebar. Memory cushion intergenerational workshops
were a huge success. Other events included: Raven Haven Aviaries, Mosiacs and VINTAGE –
Very Interactive Nostalgic Toy and Game Exhibition.
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Digital Resources ‐ Strong promotion of eServices and digital technology have led to great
increases in usage during 2018. There were 10,434 eBook and eAudiobook downloads, 8,822
eMagazine downloads and 688 language sessions utilised by Offaly borrowers. There were
144,621 website hits, 1,804 facebook and 1,818 twitter followers during 2018.
Priorities for 2020 include:
 Deliver a new library Development plan (2020 – 2025) for Offaly Library Service
 Progress plans for the development of a new library in Edenderry included in the
national library capital funding programme
 Update library building facilities across the county
 Increase promotion of library services to attract non‐users and increase membership
 Promote Offaly Archives Service
 Review and evaluate library service activities to the benefit of the community

LOCAL AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Local Community Development Committee (LCDC)
The Offaly Local Community Development Committee (LCDC) was established under the Local
Government Act in 2014 and is managed by Offaly County Council for the purpose of
developing and implementing a coherent and integrated approach to local and community
development. The LCDC held 12 meetings during 2019.
The 19 member LCDC has broad representation from public and private interests including
business, local development, education, enterprise, agriculture, voluntary and Local Authority
members. Membership of Offaly LCDC during 2018/19 is as follows:

Sector
Local Authority Elected
Members

Local Authority Officials

State Agencies

Statutory Interests (9)
Members Name
Organisation
Cllr Declan Harvey
Offaly County Council
Cllr John Leahy
Cllr Noel Cribbin
Ms. Anna Marie Delaney,
Chief Executive
Ms. Orla Martin, Head of
Enterprise
Mr. James Carney
Mr. Tony Dalton

Offaly County Council
Offaly County Council
Offaly County Council
Offaly County Council
Dept. of Employment Affairs and
Social Protection
Laois and Offaly Education and
Training Board
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Mr. Con Feighery
Teagasc
Ms. Ann Sheerin
Health Service Executive
Non Statutory Interests (10)
Sector
Public Participation
Network

Local and Community
Development
Other Civic Society or
Local Community
Interests

Members Name
Mr. Jimmy Todd

Organisation
Community & Voluntary Sector

Ms. Sinead McDonagh
Ms. Elizabeth Fleming
Ms. Margaret Murphy
Ms. Rebekah Keaveny
Mr. Brendan O’Loughlin

Community & Voluntary Sector
Social Inclusion Sector
Social Inclusion Sector
Environment Sector
Offaly Integrated Local
Development Company
Construction Industry Federation

Mr. Dominic Doheny

Mr. Richard Scally
Mr. Fechin Daly
Ms. Christina Byrne

Irish Farmers Association
Construction Industry
Slieve Bloom Rural Development
Co‐operative

The Offaly Local Community Development Committee (LCDC) is responsible for coordinating,
planning, overseeing and implementing local development initiatives including the
implementation of the Offaly Local Economic & Community Plan (LECP) 2016‐2021. It is the
contracting authority for the Offaly Social Inclusion Community Activation Programme (SICAP)
totalling €760,463 annually and arranges for the implementation of the oversight and delivery
of Offaly Rural LEADER Programme (2015‐2020) which is to the value of €8m.

Local Economic and Community Plan (LECP)
One of the main responsibilities of the Offaly LCDC is implementation of the Local Economic
and Community Plan (LECP) 2016‐2021 for the County, which was adopted by Offaly County
Council in December 2015. The LECP implements actions to strengthen and develop the
economic and community dimensions of County Offaly. The implementation of the Plan is
progressing across its six themes and a review of the Plan is due to be completed in 2020.

LEADER 2014‐2020
The Offaly LEADER Programme provides support and funding for individuals and rural
communities to become involved and take ownership for the development of their own area.
Offaly LCDC is the contract holder for the LEADER Programme and Offaly Local Development
Company is implementing the programme on their behalf. The programme has 3 themes and
has a total budget of €8m (€6m for projects).
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For the period from 1st January 2019 to 30th September 2019, 49 projects were approved by
the LCDC to the value of €1,219,215.60 and expenditure for the period amounted to
€992,857.36. The project themes were: Economic Development & Enterprise Support; Social
Inclusion; Rural Environment – Water, Biodiversity and Renewable Energy.

Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP) 2018‐22
The Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP) is now in its fifth year of
management by the LCDC with Offaly Local Development Company as the Programme
Implementer. The value of the Offaly SICAP contract for 2019 is €760,463. There are two
overall goals in SICAP ‐ Supporting Communities and Supporting Individuals. There are
thirteen SICAP target groups. These are ‐ Disadvantaged Children and Families; People living
in Disadvantaged Communities; Disadvantaged Young People (aged 15‐24); People with
Disabilities; Disadvantaged Women; Roma; Emerging Needs Groups; Travellers; Lone Parents;
the Disengaged from the Labour Market (Economically Inactive); Low Income
Workers/Households; The Unemployed; New Communities.

Offaly Age Friendly Alliance
The Offaly Age Friendly Alliance met on 4 occasions in 2019 and was chaired by Anna Marie
Delaney, CE Offaly County Council. The Age Friendly Housing Showcase, addressed by Jack
Keyes, took place on April 4th 2019, highlighted right sizing from both an urban & rural
perspective, and home upgrades, assisting people to remain in their own homes. Regional
Universal Design, Public Realm & Housing training took place in the Tullamore Court. The
Make Way Day event took place on Sept 26th 2019 in Tullamore with 3 presentations of
Findings (Clara, Ferbane & Tullamore) made to Offaly CE Ms. Anna Marie Delaney.
An Offaly Age Friendly Showcase & Networking event with workshops on a) Dental/Oral
Health, b) HSE Frailty team/Occupational Therapy/Physio & c) Dementia Awareness was held
on 1st October 2019. A visit to McCauley Place is planned to gain a clearer understanding of
Universal design and how it could be rolled out in Offaly. An end of year review of the Age
Friendly Strategy actions will also be completed.

Public Participation Network (PPN)
The Offaly Public Participation Network (PPN) is the main link through which the Local
Authority connects with the community, voluntary, social inclusion and environmental
sectors. In 2019, the PPN received extra funding to employ a Support Worker to assist with
the PPN workload and the roll out the Community Wellbeing Vision Statement. There are now
over 500 groups registered as members of Offaly PPN.
Engaging groups and developing the profile of the PPN were key challenges for 2019. Groups
were supported in joining the PPN, accessing MD grants, the Community Enhancement
Programme grant and Clár funding and assisted with Revenue/Tax registration and Tax
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Clearance in order to draw down grants. Two Planning Workshops, 8 Secretariat Meetings, 4
PPN Municipal District meetings and 1 plenary took place to date.
The autumn PPN Municipal District meetings were used to develop the Community Vision
Statement. This was also followed up with an online survey. This is an ongoing piece of work
with outcomes feeding into the LECP and County Development plan. The PPN National
Conference was held in Carlow on 10‐11 October 2019 attended by over 200 delegates. Key
outcomes from the conference included the need to embed the PPN more fully into the work
of the LCDC and SPC policy development.

Offaly Comhairle na nÓg
Comhairle na nÓg is the structure through which children and young people are involved in
the implementation of Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures and the National Policy Framework
for Children and Young People (2014‐2020). The Offaly Comhairle na nÓg AGM took place
on 5th November 2018 in the Tullamore Court Hotel. The theme of the day was ‘Healthy Body,
Healthy Mind’ focusing on improving physical and mental health and to give the Comhairle
Executive Members an opportunity to have an input into the actions set out under the Healthy
Offaly Plan 2018‐2020.

Community Enhancement Programme
In 2019 Offaly received a total allocation €138,550 under the Community Enhancement
Programme. Offaly LCDC administered the scheme and received 198 applications in excess of
€1.2 million by the deadline of 3rd May 2019. The LCDC approved the grant awards to 132
applicants following recommendations by an LCDC Sub‐group. An additional sum of €11,780
was granted to nine Men’s and Women’s Sheds in Offaly as part of a complementary scheme.

Tidy Towns Network
This network is in place since 2011 and is a collaborative project of the Community and
Heritage sections of OCC. The Tidy Towns groups meet 3 times a year to progress their plan
of works for each year.
The national results were announced on Sept 30th 2019 with several Offaly towns and villages
performing strongly. Geashill were the County Winners coming only 2 points behind the
national winner in the category B competition. They also took home the Gold medal in the
Village Pollinator category.
Tullamore won a Gold Medal in Category F and increased their points tally from 327 to 336.
Birr Tidy Towns won a Silver Medal in Category D with a jump from 313 to 332 points.
Clonbullogue won a Bronze Medal with points in Category B.


3 special awards came to Offaly for the first time. Birr won a Fenestration Award;
Geashill won a Pollinator Award; Ferbane won the Tree Council Award.
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Tullamore kept their Gold Medal – Geashill got Gold in their category for the first time
– Birr got a Silver for the first time.
County Awards were (1) Geashill (2) Tullamore and (3) Birr ‐ this was the first time Birr
was placed, but Clonbullogue slipped out of the first 3 for the first time ever.
The Endeavour Awards go to the place whose marks went up the most. This was Birr
but it does not count if you are in the top 3, so Shannonbridge were given the award.
Geashill was in the top 3 of Categories A & B for the first time and are now only 2
points behind the national winning score.

Pride of Place 2019
This is an All‐Island competition where local authorities nominate groups in their communities
who have made a significant contribution to improving their neighbourhood. In 2019 Offaly
County Council nominated Birr Tidy Towns in the Urban Neighbourhood category; St.
Colmcille’s Hall Committee Durrow under the 300‐1,000 Population Category, and St. Brigid’s
Social Club under the Community Well‐Being Initiative. Judging for the three Offaly entries
took place on 16th and 17th June 2019. The standard of the 3 entries was very high and was
evidenced by the enormous amount of work the three communities had put into the
competition. The winners will be announced on 30th November 2019.

Offaly Community Watch Network/Community CCTV
Offaly Community Watch is a network of Community Alert and Neighbourhood Watch groups
that is in operation since 2011. It is facilitated by the PPN, Local Garda Sergeant and Muintir
na Tire Regional Worker. The Network meets 3 times per year with a regular attendance,
which includes the PPN reps from the JPC. Each meeting focusing on a particular area of
community safety and security with guest speakers invited and allows for open dialogue and
feedback on local issues and concerns.
In 2019 Offaly County Council met with local groups interested in operating Community Based
CCTV schemes. It was agreed to establish a local Federation to Co‐ordinate CCTV schemes in
the county. The Council will act as the Data Controller and each community will act as Data
Processors. Training will be provided to members of the Federation which will be funded by
the County Council. The benefits of the Federation are that members will have collective
bargaining power when purchasing CCTV equipment. It will be a mechanism for lobbying for
Government support for schemes, and it will increase the capacity of schemes to work
collectively to further its aims.

Refugee Resettlement Programme
The Offaly Refugee Resettlement Programme commenced in December 2017. The
Department of Justice has assigned a total of 25 families for resettlement in Offaly. Two
Resettlement Workers have been employed by the implementing partner, Offaly Local
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Development Company, to assist the integration of the families into their communities. By
October 2019 12 families were settled in
Tullamore and Birr. A Migrant Integration Strategy is in preparation with a number of agreed
actions to be implemented by a Migrant Interagency Working Group which will be established
following adoption of the Strategy.

Healthy Ireland
The Healthy Offaly Team was created by Offaly LCDC in 2018 to implement actions contained
in the LECP 2016‐2021. The Team is made up of reps from key statutory groups responsible
for the promotion of healthy activity in Offaly.
The Healthy Offaly Plan 2018‐2020 was funded by the Healthy Ireland Fund and developed in
2018 following consultation with key stakeholders. It was launched in October 2018. The Plan
includes objectives to be achieved under five key themes: physical activity; mental health;
sexual health; healthy weight; alcohol / substance misuse and tobacco.
Funding for 2018 / 2019 saw the delivery of a range of actions across the areas of physical
activity, mental health and healthy weight with a budget of €71,000.
Offaly LCDC also secured a budget of €247,000 to deliver a range of actions across a two year
period, July 2019 to June 2021. Actions will be delivered in the areas of physical activity,
mental health, healthy weight, and spaces and places for wellbeing. In addition, a Healthy
Ireland Offaly/Westmeath Co‐ordinator has been employed to oversee delivery of the
aformentioned actions as well as supporting the roll out of a Healthy Ireland community
engagement programme and Healthy Ireland community mental health grant scheme. The
Healthy Ireland Coordinator is a shared post between Offaly and Westmeath, managed by
Offaly Sports Partnership on behalf of Offaly LCDC.

OFFALY SPORTS PARTNERSHIP
Offaly Sport Partnership is an inter‐agency group which is a sub structure of Offaly LCDC,
hosted by Offaly County Council and core funded by Sport Ireland. The long term shared vision
of Offaly Sports Partnership is of a county with a vibrant sport culture which is inclusive of all
people. Its mission is to actively support measures to increase and sustain participation in
sport in Offaly.
Furthermore, Offaly Sports Partnership believes that all people, irrespective of ability; age;
cultural background; educational attainment; ethnicity; family status; gender; marital status;
physical, mental and intellectual capabilities; religious beliefs; or sexual orientation are
entitled to enjoy the benefits of improved physical and mental health derived from their
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participation in sport and physical activity. In 2019, Offaly Sports Partnership delivered a
range of sport, physical activity and active living programmes: ‐







In schools for up to 10,000 pupils. Among the programmes delivered in schools were
spring fitness programmes, fit class award and winter fitness programmes
Volunteer training for over 250 club volunteers
Physical activity programmes for over 250 older adults
An integrated sports programme for children of an ethnic minority background. Since
its initiation in 2011 over 50 national medals have been won by participants in this
programme in inter club, inter school or Community Games
Local promotion of national events such as Bike Week, Operation Transformation
National Walk Day, Play Day and Recreation Week that reached up to 500 adults and
children

Other important developments in 2019 include: ‐






The continuing delivery of a Healthy Ireland funded schools based programmes for
500 primary school pupils; couch to 3k programme for 500 young people across six
post primary schools in Offaly; and a recreational sport and physical activity
programme for 450 older adults
The Sports Inclusion Development Officer, Jean Brady has delivered a range of
programmes that reached over 350 people with disabilities; and a range of
programmes for over 250 people from underrepresented groups such as low income
communities (rural and urban); the unemployed; women and girls; and youth at risk.
The Community Sports Development Officer, Denise Coghill has been working with
identified communities to reduce sedentary living and increase the number of people
who are meeting the relevant National Physical Activity Guidelines

Offaly Sports Partnership secured over €500,000 in funding and earned income from a variety
of sources (e.g. Sport Ireland; Health Services Executive; Department of Transport, Tourism
and Sport; Department of Children and Youth Affairs; Department of Justice and Equality, the
Dormant Accounts Disbursement Fund, etc.) in 2019, with much of this funding supporting
delivery of the aforementioned programmes of physical activity and sport.
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OFFALY ARTS SERVICE
Grants / Funding
Arts Act Grants 2019
This funding scheme promotes public interest in the arts, encouraging arts engagement at
community level facilitated by arts practitioners. In 2019, nineteen Arts Act grants were
awarded to groups and individuals across the county.

Artist Support Awards
The Professional Artists Support Scheme is designed to assist artists working in visual art,
literature, dance, film, digital media, sculpture, theatre, music, born in or domiciled in Offaly.
Thirteen awards were awarded to artists, under the categories: continuing professional
development; production of new work; audience development.

Arts Festivals
Festivals increase the cultural profile of the county adding to tourism, local business, inward
investment and the health and wellbeing of Offaly people. Offaly showcases a strong and
diverse range of arts festivals, involving local, regional and national talent, including: OFFLine
Film Festival; Birr Vintage Week and Arts Festival; Birr Festival of Music; Scripts Ireland’s
Playwriting Festival, Hullabaloo! Children’s Arts Festival, Tullamore TradFest, Tullamore Club
Sessions, Feile Eadon Doire, Shakefest and Tullamore International Summer Organ Series. The
Arts Service provided financial support to a total of 10 festivals in 2019.

Arts and Health
Offaly County Council Arts Office continues to support Anam Beo – Offaly’s Arts, Health and
Wellbeing organisation as a key specialist arts provider working with older people in the
community and in health care settings. Anam Beo for the first time, engaged a professional
co‐ordinator. Anam Beo continue to work on projects with agencies such as Offaly Public
Participation Network, Offaly’s Older Person’s Forum, Age Action, Age NI, Age and
Opportunity, the Irish Wheelchair Association, HSE care centres, Offaly Active Retirement. An
exhibition ‘A Conscious Place for Living’, forms part of the work which took place in October
2019 at Áras an Chontae.
In addition, in 2019 the Arts Service have developed in collaboration with Anam Beo and
Music Generation, a Music commission to develop an intergenerational arts and health
project.
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Arts Centres
In 2019 grant aid was increased to Birr Theatre and Arts Centre to continue providing cultural
and quality of life experiences to local audiences. As well as operating as a traditional art
centre, Birr Theatre and Arts Centre also operates as a festival incubator hub for Offaly,
supporting local artists, building new audience for the arts, raising the profile of the arts that
will increase visitor numbers to the county.

Programmes
Lough Boora Sculpture Park
Offaly County Council with Bord na Móna, co‐signed a Memorandum of Agreement 2018 –
2025 to progress the development of Lough Boora Sculpture Park. 2019 saw the appointment
of the Lough Boora Sculpture Park Management Committee, with members from Offaly
County Council and Bord na Móna, to oversee the artistic and strategic management of the
Sculpture Park. The Management Committee appointed the artist Deirdre O’Mahony as
artistic advisor (for a one‐year period to be reviewed). The Arts Service working in
collaboration with the Management committee and artist advisor, commissioned 2 artists Tim
Collins and Reiko Goto Collins to develop a deep map of the sculpture park, intended to reveal
a detailed depiction of place, people, buildings, objects, flora and fauna. The selected
commission will engage with all stakeholders and community.

Youth Arts Provision
2019 saw the completion of the youth arts report The Makings – Fostering Youth Creativity,
commissioned by the Arts Office to map youth arts provision across the county. Youth arts
provision is a stated priority area in the arts strategy Inspire‐Imagine‐Involve [2018‐2022].
This report is an exploration for a new model for young people’s art provision, taking into
account how young people create and engage with contemporary arts and culture. The report
looks at models of good practice to ensure an active role in decision‐making by young people
at all stages of a project.
The Arts Office are using the findings from the report in the first instance as a working
document (with plans to publish and launch the report in 2020). As a direct response to the
findings of this report, the Arts Office put out a call for a Youth Arts Facilitator, who will work
with young people, youth arts organisations and youth facilitators to develop a youth‐led Arts
Forum, involving young people in the planning, delivery and evaluation of the initiative.
New Partnerships ‐ The Arts Service is working in partnership with Laois Offaly ETB (LOETB)
as part of the Local Creative Youth Partnership (LCYP) pilot initiative. Partner organisations
include Offaly County Council (Arts Service, Creative Ireland Programme and Music
Generation representatives), and Laois County Council, (Arts Office, Creative Ireland
Programme and Music Generation representatives). One of the first initiatives of the Laois
Page 15 | 70

Budget 2020
Offaly Local Creative Youth Partnership (LOLCYP) was the commissioning of research on youth
creative participation and engagement across Laois and Offaly as a pilot of the national
Creative Ireland programme.

Hullabaloo! Offaly Arts Office’s 13th Children’s Arts Festival
The festival is a partnership project between Offaly County Council and Birr Theatre and Arts
Centre and has continued to develop its programme and increased audience participation.

Mini Movies
Mini Movies aims to bring quality film production skills to primary and secondary school
students. Film maker Lauren Hatchard worked with students this year in 3 Edenderry Schools

FilmOffaly
Offaly County Council received 77 entries from an open call for the 2019 FilmOffaly short film
bursary awards. 2019 was the eleventh year of FilmOffaly. The FilmOffaly award of €10,000
was offered once again through an open competition process to film makers. 2019 also saw
the completion of a film marketing review, with financial support from the Offaly Local
Enterprise Office (LEO). The Art Service engaged the film marketing specialist Jennifer Stewart
to review and assess FilmOffaly’s current promotional material with a view to recommending
a strategy for targeting key stakeholders. The 2018 award winning Aretha, film from producer
Jason Forde of Four Quadrant Films was completed in 2019. In addition, approximately 12
external productions were located in Offaly 2019 bringing a revenue of approximately €1
million to the county.

The Atrium Exhibition Programme
A programme of five exhibitions were showcased this year and included works by professional
artists, Veronica Nicholson, Willie Redmond and Julie Spollen, also photographer James
Fraher whose works captured the process of briquette making at Derrinlough and Rachel
McKenna’s exhibition based on the publication of Flights of Follies. The Arts Service continued
to produce a printed brochure of the 2019 exhibition programme, The Atrium – Exhibition
Series 2019, to raise the profile of the artist’s and the excellent facility for exhibiting works at
Áras an Chontae.

Culture Night Offaly
Culture Night Offaly 2019 drew together 17 events in 16 venues across the country, there was
an extravaganza of cultural operations with unique and high quality events. Highlights
included: Choral Carousel at Aras an Chontae, Tullamore; Anthropocene on the Rocks at JJ
Hough’s, Banagher; A slice of scripts at Birr Theatre and Art Centre; Crossing the Shannon at
Leap Castle and a walk and talk with Michael Bulfin at Lough Boora Sculpture Park.
Page 16 | 70

Budget 2020

Creative Ireland
As part of the Creative Ireland team, the Arts Service have led on a number of Creative Ireland
projects for 2019, these have included; Battle of Geashill commission in Geashill Park; the
Lough Boora Sculpture Park commission; Vintage Luminaries in Birr and the facilitation of the
Offline Animation Bursary.

Music Generation Offaly Westmeath
Our investment into Music Generation Offaly Westmeath (MGOW) (€12,500 per annum
plus support in kind) continues to yield a significant annual investment in performance music
education. Music Generation Offaly/Westmeath is funded by a public‐private model that
brings together a range of key stakeholders from across Offaly & Westmeath. Along with
national funding from the Dept. of Education and Skills, MGOW has invested close to €2m in
creating new routes for children and young people since it began in 2013. Presently,
over 6,000 children access our services annually through a range of projects, and 27 musicians
benefit from the employment opportunities MGOW creates across the region.
Our flagship festival of singing, Singfest, now in its 4th year, brings together thousands of
singers of all ages over the course of 6 days, for the school and community’s Big Sing days;
and a Gala Concert showcasing the achievements of our regional children and youth
choirs. Together, Singfest & Sinfonia, (developed in partnership with Maynooth University,
now entering its 3rd year), have surpassed all expectations of how MGOW can generate
opportunities for young and old alike to access life‐long learning and connect with their
community.

PUBLIC ART
Banagher Percent for Art Commission
The Arts Service, through an open competition process, commissioned a public art project for
Banagher in 2019, funded from the Kylebeg, Banagher Capital scheme from funds made
available from the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government under the
Percent for Art Scheme. The commissioned artist Jessica Traynor, is developing a literature
project, ‘A Poetic History of Banagher’ working with the local community, writers and schools.

Audience Development
Creative Edenderry – new initiative
The Arts Service began a programme of audience / participation development for Edenderry.
The intention will be to develop a slow, inclusive, ground‐up approach to ensure buy‐in and
ownership from the community from the outset of the project. The Arts Office are working
with Voluntary Arts Ireland and Conor O’Leary of Artlands to put into place a framework for
developing a community led programme.
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The Arts Office will act as facilitators who can offer assistance to enable the group to develop
arts projects, e.g. bring professional artists and the community together for the initiation of a
new project, to assist in any capacity building, upskilling requirements in terms of sourcing
accessing funding.

Midland Arts and Culture Magazine
The Arts Service continues its collaboration with Laois, Westmeath and Longford Arts Services
to create a greater midland cultural identity through the production of the Midlands Arts and
Culture Magazine. The magazine is distributed throughout the county and is available as a pdf
document online.

FIRE SERVICE
Activities in 2019
Offaly County Council Fire & Rescue Service provides an efficient, effective and professional
response to emergencies on a 24/7 basis, 365 days per year. In 2018, Offaly County Council
Fire & Rescue Service responded to 627 incidents with 690 brigade mobilisations throughout
the county.
The Section 26 Fire and Emergency Plan formed the basis for the Fire Service work program
2019. The 2019 budget of €2.99 million maintained a Fire Service which is constantly evolving
and which strives to meet the requirements placed upon it by both the Department and Offaly
County Council.
The Council’s commitment to the training of fire fighters, and to the promotion of research
into the latest equipment and technology, ensures that our fire crews are best equipped to
respond quickly, safely and effectively to the full range of emergency incidents that we attend.
Significant resources have therefore been made available for the procurement of new
technology and specialist equipment and indeed for the efficient training of firefighters and
officers with an expected spend of €150,000 in 2019 for training alone.
In addition to the above, Offaly County Council Fire & Rescue Service is responsible for the
assessment of all Fire Safety Certificate, Dangerous Substances, and Disabled Access
Certificate applications, gave advice on planning referrals, licence applications, fire safety
inspections of public premises and fire safety promotion. Offaly Fire service is actively
involved in the Community Smoke Alarm Project and also delivered the Fire Safety Schools
program to all primary schools in the county.
The Building Control function of Offaly County Council is integrated into the fire service. This
includes the inspection and monitoring of new works to monitor for compliance with all the
requirements of the Building Regulations.
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Both the Local and the Regional Major Emergency Plan were maintained, reviewed and
revised by the Major Emergency Development Committee, the Regional Working Group and
the Regional Steering Group. Offaly County Council, along with the other Principal Response
Agencies, undertook the testing of the Offaly County Council Major Emergency Plan in 2019
with a large‐scale interagency exercise.
Civil Defence provides an emergency response capability and supported the community and
events throughout 2019. Over 40 Civil Defence duties were carried out during 2018.

Capital Funding
In 2019, €460,000 was made available by the Department of Housing, Planning and Local
Government for the purchase of a Class B Fire Appliance
In addition, the Department of Defence made available €32,000 for the purchase of a Civil
Defence 4‐Wheel Drive Support Vehicle.

2020
The 2019 Estimate demonstrates Offaly County Council commitment to maintaining the level
of funding required to implement the Section 26 Plan so that an effective and professional
response to fires and other emergencies is provided. Offaly Fire Service will continue to
explore and implement cost efficiencies across all aspects of the service in 2020.
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ROADS
General
The initial grant allocations for 2019 from Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) and the
Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (DTTAS) are set out below, the figures for 2018
are shown alongside for comparison purposes.
Transport Infrastructure Ireland & Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport Road Grants
to Offaly County Council 2019
2019

2018

34,617

34,617

Major Scheme N52 Tullamore to Kilbeggan Link

300,000

25,000

Pavement Scheme HD28 Pavement Renewals

410,000

500,000

1,620,000

1,472,640

25,000

0

164,000

164,000

123,574

123,574

61,244

61,244

Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII)
National Primary
Motorway MMaRC Lighting
National Secondary Improvement

Pavement Schemes
HD15 & HD17 Minor Works Fencing Retrofit
Local Authority Support (Improvement)
National Secondary Maintenance
Ordinary Maintenance
Route Lighting
Winter Maintenance

170,000

153,962

Local Authority Support (Maintenance)

38,800

38,800

Local Authority Support (Winter Maintenance)

10,000

10,000

2,957,235

2,583,837

Restoration Improvement

4,750,500

4,330,500

Restoration Maintenance

871,000

745,000

Supplementary Restoration Maintenance

344,000

338,500

TII Total
Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport Road (DTTAS)
Regional & Local Roads

Discretionary Grant

1,775,000

1,575,500
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Bridge Rehabilitation

250,000

200,000

Safety Improvement Works

277,000

200,000

Specific Improvement Grants

285,000

20,000

Speed Limits

16,950

25,125

Training Grant

36,000

36,000

Community Involvement Scheme

656,541

*

Pilot Scheme testing on roads over peat

165,000

Drainage Works

452,000

226,000

9,878,991

7,696,625

DTTAS Total

*€353,459 allocated separately in 2018
The 2019 Initial Roads Budget Allocations were as follows:
Roads Budget 2019

€14,628,356

Transport Infrastructure Ireland

€2,957,235

DTTAS Non National Road

€9,878,991

Own Resources

€1,792,130

The 2018 Initial Roads Budget Allocations totalled €11,922,592.
The Offaly County Council allocation above does not include an allocation of €899,500 for
Public Lighting and a central management charge (support services) of €2,777,349.
Additional funding was received as follows during the year: ‐
Roads Budget 2019 Additional Funding
Transport Infrastructure Ireland
HD28

€100,000

Capital Maintenance Works > €50,000

€368,796

Capital Maintenance Works < €50,000

€179,850

Road Safety Schemes

€400,000

Department of Rural and Community Development
Local Improvement Scheme

€278,871

CLÁR

€135,851
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The National and Non National Road Projects and Greenway Projects undertaken and
completed or in the case of larger funding projects ongoing during 2019 are detailed under
the following Grant Categories.

National Road Grants 2019 (TII)
2019 National Roads (N52, N62 & N80 ‐ 103km)
Ordinary Maintenance

€123,574

Pavement Schemes
N62 South of Sharavogue to Baveen 2.7km
N62 Derrinlough 0.65km

€1,500,000
€286,202

Capital Maintenance Works
N62 Cush East 0.3km

€198,095

N62 Galross Crossroads 0.3km

€170,701

Capital Maintenance Works <€50,000

€179,850

HD28 NS Pavement Renewals
N52 Tullamore Bypass, N52 Kilcormac, N62 Birr
National Route Lighting
N52 Tullamore to Kilbeggan Link (Stage 1)

€410,000
€61,244
€300,000

Non National Road Grants 2019 (DTTAS)
2018 Non National Roads (Regional 393km / local 1693km)

Restoration Improvement Grant

€4,750,500

Restoration Maintenance Grant

€1,215,500

Discretionary Improvement Grant

€1,775,500

Bridge Rehabilitation

€250,000

Safety Improvement Works

€277,000

Speed Limits

€16,950

Roads Training Grant

€36,000

Drainage Works

€452,000

Specific Improvement Grant ‐ Edenderry Inner Relief Road

€285,000

Pilot Scheme testing on roads over peat

€165,000

Community Involvement Schemes

€656,541
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Additional Grants 2019
Local Improvement Schemes (DRCD)

€278,871

CLÁR Schemes (DRCD)

€135,851

Offaly Greenway Outdoor Recreational Infrastructure Scheme
(DRCD)

€500,000

Offaly Greenway Urban Regeneration Development Fund (DRCD)

€800,000

Offaly Greenway Greenway Fund (DTTAS)

€2,350,000

HEALTH AND SAFETY 2019
Health and Safety objectives were set out at the beginning of the year with the management
team after reviewing 2019 both from a local and national level.
The key objectives were:
1.
To continue to enhance the safe working environment for all employees of Offaly
County Council and members of the public;
2.
To ensure that communication between all levels of staff within the organisation
relating to health and safety are improved;
3.
To continue to work closely with external groups such as the Health and Safety
Authority and consider any improvements which are suggested;
Every day staff in Offaly County Council are reminded of the risks they face and how to
eliminate or reduce this risk.
Nationally, during 2019, 38 fatalities have occurred as of the 18th of October 2019.
Industry

Number of Fatalities in 2018 Number of Fatalities in 2019

Agriculture

17

16

Fishing and aquaculture

4

3

Forestry & logging

1

0

Mining and quarrying

0

0

Manufacturing

2

4

Water supply

2

1

Construction

5

6

Repair of motor vehicles

3

1

Transportation and storage

3

6

Public Administration
(Arts, Entertainment & Recreation)

2

1

Total

39

38 as of the
18th of October 2019
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Information as of the 15th of October from the HSA website
2019
Currently

38

2018

2017

2016

2015

2014

2013

2012

2011

2010

2009

2008

2007

39

48

48

55

55

47

48

54

48

43

57

67

One of the main targets for 2019 was to enhance communication with staff on
accidents/incidents and good practices from other Local Authorities and private companies.
This was achieved through monthly safety discussions and through re‐fresher health and
safety training. This will continue in 2020.
All work needs to be treated safely and a suitable Safe System of Work agreed and
communicated to all staff prior to commencing the works. Another key focus for 2019 has
been a focus on transport safety and vehicle management in light of the number of serious
incident across the country in 2018.
There was an overall reduction in Offaly County Councils accident ratio in 2019 (as of the 18th
of October 2019) when compared to the same period in 2018.
Senior management continued to provide leadership in order to raise the profile of safety
within Offaly County Council. A key focus in 2018 involved safety discussion with all staff and
additional line manager meetings with staff. Guest speakers who have had serious injury in
the workplace were invited into give their experience on how workplace injuries have
changed their lives and their families.
The management team and senior management group carried out a number of inspections
during the year, this will remain a key focus for 2020 along with tracking the number of
inspections carried out by each department and directors attending key quarterly health and
safety meetings in their departments.
An external health and safety audit was carried out during the year and the key findings are
being closed out by the relevant departments. Offaly County Council are involved in
Construction Safety week also during 2019.
A health and safety review will be completed in full in early 2020 and this will be used to set
out the targets and areas for improvements in 2020.
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Road Safety 2019
A number of Road Safety Initiatives the Road Section progressed in 2019 and will continue in
2020 include:















Update website in relation to weather alerts and road safety initiatives and circulate to
Councillors and staff and upload on Council web site, Facebook and Twitter;
Road safety Video/Message installed in Ferbane, Edenderry, Birr and Banagher Credit
Unions;
Organised RSA Street Smart Programme to visit a number of national schools in the
County. This Programme aims to bring issues of road safety to life for young
schoolchildren;
Collaborated with the Road Safety Authority in “Check it Fits Service” – free expert
checking of child car seats in various locations throughout the County;
Organised day long live flexible presentation “Drive for Life Programme” for 4
Secondary Schools in the County. This programme is tailored for students and young
adults in a school setting and issues such as consequences of speed, alcohol, drugs and
driving, mobiles phones, seat belts forms part of the content of the programme;
Presentation of Junior School Warden Certificates to 2 schools – Portarlington NS and
Ferbane NS;
Liaised with Municipal Districts concerning road safety at various schools;
Road Safety presentations delivered to over 25 national schools in the County;
Organised Safe Cycle Art Competition for national schools in Tullamore schools;
Organised Staff Tyre Check as part of Irish Road Safety Week 2nd to 8th October for
staff cars;
Circulated Hi‐Vis Vests to Birr and Tullamore Cattle Marts and Municipal Districts of Birr,
Edenderry and Tullamore;
Circulated Hi‐vis vests at Motor Tax Office in the Aras and also made available road
safety leaflets and information to the public.

Plan for 2020
The roads budget for 2020 will be similar to 2019 for both National and Non National Roads.
Significant investment is needed for our Regional and Local Roads and Offaly County Council
will continue to engage with DTTAS to secure additional funding. OCC has received approval
for a number of capital schemes as outlined below and will continue to submit application for
specific road improvement funding.
A number of schemes the Road Section wish to progress in 2020 at various stages of approval
and funding include:

N52 Tullamore to Kilbeggan Link Phase 2 planning, option selection and design in
collaboration with the TII, Westmeath National Design office and Consulting Engineers;
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N62 Cloghan to Kennedys Cross peat replacement and road improvement TII Minor
Works Scheme;
Edenderry Town Inner Relief Road specific road improvement scheme;
R444 Ballinahown to Clonmacnoise to Shannonbridge specific road improvement
scheme;
Birr Distributor Road – R439 Banagher Road to N52 Tullamore Road specific road
improvement Scheme;
Tullamore Urban Roads Upgrade Works specific road improvement scheme;
Grand Canal Greenway in conjunction with the planning section;
Safety schemes on National and Non National Road Network;
Public Lighting upgrades to LEDs;
Pedestrian Crossings upgrade works including lights to LEDs;
Engage with DTTAS following the pilot scheme for peat on bog roads to inform
applications for stragetic grants and identify additional funding sources for county road
maintenance;
Winter maintenance service and extreme weather response in accordance with the
2019 ‐ 2020 Winter Maintenance Plan;
Progress smarter travel initiatives subject to funding being made available from DTTAS;
Develop the machinery yard to enhance the services and functions;
Progress the community involvement scheme, local improvement scheme and Clár
funded by DTTAS and DRCD;

OFFALY CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY STRATEGY
Climate Change & Energy awareness continue to be key areas where we are required to show
leadership in both promoting public awareness and in changing mind sets towards energy
management. Offaly County Council continues to work in conjunction with the Midland
Energy Agency in an effort to achieve the objectives as set out in the 2020, 2030 and 2050
targets. The Climate Change Adaptation Strategy for Offaly County has been adopted and
Offaly County Council will aim to implement the goals and actions identified on the Strategy
in 2020.
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WATER SERVICES
Irish Water Service Level Agreement (SLA)
The Council is continuing to deliver Water Services in accordance with the SLA with Irish Water
and the Annual Service Plan for 2020. Work is currently underway to design a Water Industry
Operating Framework for Local Authorities and Irish Water working in collaboration. The
Water Industry Operating Framework (WIOF) will put in place an industry structure to operate
efficiently, effectively, responsively and cohesively under the SLA agreement. Water Services
are 100% funded by Irish Water who are now the Statutory Authority for water services and
all major decisions around funding of services will be approved by Irish Water. The Local
Authority remains the Water Services Authority in connection with Group Schemes, Small
Private Supplies (SPS) and domestic wastewater treatment systems (septic tanks). The
delivery of Water Services under the SLA, although challenging, is an opportunity to retain a
level of water services activity within Local Government and to influence water services
investment and policy in the future.

Drinking Water Supply
The 2019 EPA Drinking Water Report has been published and shows that the compliance rate
in Offaly calculated for 2018 (based on compliance data sent to IW and the EPA) is 99.55%
Microbiological Parameter compliance, 99.86 % Chemical Compliance and 97.78% Indicator
Parameter Compliance. Offaly is one of only 12 Local Authorities that currently does not have
a Water Supply scheme on the EPA Remedial Action list.
Watermain Rehabilitation Projects have been carried out in Birr, Edenderry, Geashill,
Kilcormac, Mountbolus, Rahan, Shinrone, Rhode and Screggan during 2018‐2019. Blundell
Wood is currently under construction. Newtown and Clonin and Croghan are at design stage.
Leak detection and pressure management have significantly reduced the consumption of
water in Public Water Schemes (PWS) in Offaly since the beginning of 2018. There has been
a saving of almost 3,500 m3/day since January 2018 to run PWS in Offaly where average
consumption in January 2018 was 24,839 m3/day compared to 21,374 m3/day last month i.e.,
September 2019.

Wastewater
There are 14 Wastewater Treatment Plants in Offaly with Discharge Licenses serving
agglomerations with populations greater than 500. Meeting the stringent limit values on
these licences is challenging but considerable progress was made regarding same in 2019.
Full secondary treatment is now provided in all public sewerage schemes in Offaly with a
significant improvement in quality standards compliance being achieved as a result.
Consulting Engineers have been engaged for Birr, Shinrone, Cloghan & Daingean. They will
examine the existing plants and come up with proposals to treat storm water via holding tanks
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or reed beds. Also, a Design Team has been engaged to upgrade the design of the Banagher
WWTP. In the Edenderry Area, Blundell, Corkery & Clonmullen Pumping Stations were all
upgraded. Significant improvement works have been carried out at the various Plants
throughout the County, especially with regard to Health and Safety. Also, Aeration Tanks &
Clarifiers were cleaned leading to a better final effluent quality and also a reduction in the
running costs of the Plants.
The Tullamore Drainage Area Plan is ongoing and once complete will provide extensive
information on the network capacity and requirements in the town.

Water Services Capital Schemes
A major upgrade of the Tullamore and Birr Water Supplies is under way. Aecom/Jennings
O’Donovan appointed Murphy Processing Engineering to Design and Build the project. The
contract which involves the major upgrade of the Arden, Clonaslee and Birr Water Treatment
Processes, commenced in November 2018 and is currently 40% complete.
It is envisaged that greater emphasis will be placed on completing low cost small scale
projects through the Capital Programmes and Capital Maintenance Programme which will
facilitate the upkeep and improvement of existing schemes and the replacement of end‐of‐
life assets. This approach will be beneficial to our County given the large number of small
schemes.
In 2020, we will continue to engage with IW on prioritising infra‐structural improvements in
Offaly. There is a rigorous health & safety inspection and management regime in place across
all water services infrastructure and this is driving an ongoing programme of Significant Health
and Safety Improvement Works. There is also a significant investment in plant replacement
and process optimisation through the Capital Works Programme and a countywide
Disinfection Programme.
Irish Water is developing a National Water Resources Plan (NWRP) that will outline how IW
intend to maintain the balance between supply and demand for drinking water over the short,
medium and long term whilst minimising impact on the environment.
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RURAL WATER PROGRAMME
Subsidies
A total of €1,167,513 was paid in 2019 to 15 Group Water Schemes for GWS Subsidies. Circular
L5/16 notified Local Authorities that the amount of Subsidy payable towards the operating
costs of Group Water Schemes, which was significantly reduced from 1st January 2015, has
been fully restored to GWS for the 18‐month period from 1 July 2016 to 31 December 2017
(the period when public domestic water charges were suspended).

Rural Water Programme (RWP) 2019 ‐ 2021 Capital Works
Circular L1/19 was received from the Department on 8th February, 2019 inviting Local
Authorities to bid on a priority scheme & project basis, for grant assistance under the Multi‐
Annual Rural Water Programme 2019‐ 2021. The objective for this cycle is to provide
enhanced funding certainty for priority investment needs to support the implementation of
proper planning and sustainable development in rural areas. It is to assist in meeting the
requirements of the Drinking Water Directive in relation to rural water supplies and to
support the delivery of measures identified in the River Basin Management Plan for Ireland
2018 – 2021 to meet the needs of the Water Framework Directive. OCC submission was
forwarded to the Department on 13th March, 2019. The total value of the proposals
submitted amounted to €3,681,236.00 for the years 2019 – 2021.
An allocation of €868,950 was notified to Offaly County Council on 14th October, 2019 & is
currently being examined prior to notifying the individual Group Water Schemes. The funding
allocated is broken down as set out hereunder:
Measure 1; Source Protection
Measure 2: Public Health Compliance
Measure 3: Enhancement of schemes including
Water Conservation
Measure 6(a): Community Connection Networks
(Water)
Total

€ 31,440
€279,800
€506,710
€ 51,000
€868,950

The panel who considered the requests for funding submitted have recommended the
rationalisation and/ amalgamation of some schemes. We have also been advised that the
the most sustainable long‐term solution for a GWS is it’s interconnection to, and taking‐in‐
charge by Irish Water, the Local Authority has been requested to pro‐actively assist and focus
the schemes in doing so and funding under the programme should be used for this long‐term
solution only.
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Well Grants
Under this scheme, if a residential property is more than 7 years old and not connected to
either a public or group scheme, it may be eligible for a grant, (subject to some conditions).
The grant is subject to a maximum of €2,031.58 (or 75% of cost of the work, whichever is the
lesser) and must be used for the provision of a new water supply or the upgrading of an
existing one. The number of Well Grants paid by Municipal District in 2019 are shown in the
table below.
Number of Well Grants Paid by Municipal District

2019 (Q1‐Q3)

Birr Municipal District

12

Tullamore Municipal District

3

Edenderry Municipal District

6

Total Grants Paid

21
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ENVIRONMENT
Waste Management
Derryclure Landfill
The aftercare costs of the landfill continue to be a financial burden on the Council. To reduce
costs Environment carried out a feasibility study of alternative on site technologies for the
treatment of leachate and gas, this study determined the current system of treating the
leachate off site and flaring of the landfill gas are best cost benefit methods.

Recycling Facilities
There are currently 41 bring banks in the County for glass, aluminium & steel cans recycling
on both private and public sites and we continue to pay for the recycling of the glass by the
service provider, Glassco Ltd., as per the tender agreement of €8.20 per tonne. For 2018 the
total paid was €10,085. Offaly receives an income from Glassco of €125 per tonne for the
aluminium cans. For 2018, we received an income of €6,092.
We continue to operate three Civic Amenity Facilities (CAF) in Birr, Derryclure and Edenderry.
These accept a wide range of materials for recycling and complement our existing Bring Bank
facilities. Charges apply for all waste brought to these facilities, with the exception of
electrical items, glass packaging and batteries. The gate fees of these facilities are retained by
the contractor.
The contract to operate the three Civic Amenity Sites and the waste transfer station at
Derryclure was retendered in 2016. Due to the very substantial reduction in the value of waste
and recycled material over the last few years, along with the requirement to introduce Pay
By Weight at CA sites, there was a very substantial increase in the cost of the
contract. Following negotiations, the facilities are being operated on a short term basis by
the current service provider.
It is the intention of Environment to tender for the operation of the three Civic Amenity Sites
and the waste transfer station at Derryclure in 2019.

Eastern Midlands Regional Waste Management Plan 2015‐2021
The Waste Management Planning regional structure was changed to three regions in line with
the 2012 Government Policy document “A Resource Opportunity‐Waste Management Policy
in Ireland”. Offaly is in the Eastern/Midlands Region. The current Eastern Midlands Regional
Waste Management Plan 2015‐2021 was launched on the 14th May 2015. Offaly County
Council staff work with our Regional colleagues to implement the policies of the plan.
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Waste Enforcement
We continue to investigate all illegal waste activities and instigate legal proceedings as
appropriate with a significant number of successful prosecutions. We inspected and audited
the operations of Waste Collector Permit holders and Waste Facility Permit Holders in the
functional area including vehicles and premises.
Total complaints to date
2019

Number Closed to date
2019

Litter cases

675

610

Air

17

8

Noise

21

14

Water Quality

22

13

Waste Pollution

129

56

Total

864

701

Anti‐Dumping Initiative
The Department of Communications, Climate Action & Environment made €2.9m available
for 2019 Anti‐Dumping Initiative nationally. Offaly County Council successfully secured
€62,480 for a number of projects. In the event that the Department make similar funding
available for 2020, Offaly County Council will seek comparable funding.

Anti‐Litter Anti‐Graffiti Grant Scheme
The DCCAE awarded €16,660 to OCC for Anti‐Litter Anti‐Graffiti Grant Scheme 2019 which will
require match funding of 30% by Offaly County Council.
The projects will include education for schools and communities, promotion regarding dog
fouling awareness, provision of litter equipment for local communities and anti‐litter
initiatives at marinas.

Local Agenda 21
Local Agenda 21 (Environmental Partnership Fund 2019) is a grant scheme for environmental
projects A total of 37 applications were received. The grant received from the DHPCLG is
€10,925 which is match funded by the Council. Project proposals will be assessed in
accordance with guidelines and criteria provided by the DHPCLG, and will be announced after
the Department has finalised the list of successful projects.
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Green Schools Awareness Programme
Offaly County Council continues to support the Green Schools Programme by frequent visits
to the schools, facilitating free workshops to the schools, arranging the annual teacher
training seminar as well as making a financial contribution to the schools for their
environmental projects.

Protection of Natural Waters Water Framework Directive
Water Quality
The River Basin Management Plan 2018‐2121 sets out strategies to implement improvements
in Irelands water quality. In Co. Offaly that relates to the quality of our rivers, and also
groundwater’s, with work required to identify pressures on individual rivers, and progress
these to improve all waters to “Good Status” as required under the Water Framework
Directive.
The main roles within the Water Quality Team that feeds into and supports the objectives of
the Water Framework Directive are‐






Management of the Water Framework Directive sampling programme for County
Offaly. This is a regulatory requirement and forms part of the National Programme
with 49 sites monitored in Co. Offaly.
Catchment assessments of water bodes below’ good’ status within County Offaly.
Progress actions to eliminate or reduce the inputs to waterbodies identified
through catchment assessments.
Undertake works in parallel with LAWPRO in areas adjoining Priority Areas for
Action (PAA) and also progress pressures identified by LAWPRO in PAAs.

Licences to Discharge – Section 4’s
Currently 12 licences to discharge from a range of industrial and commercial sectors. Work
advancing to ensure compliance of existing licences and support new potential applicants.

Agricultural roles



Assess agricultural planning files and return recommendations
Complete farm inspections under the Good Agricultural Practices Regulations.

Domestic Wastewater Treatment Systems


OCC have continued the Domestic Wastewater Treatment Systems inspection
programme in 2019, in accordance with EPA requirements. Grants, subject to certain
criteria, are available to households to carry out remedial works recommended
following inspections.
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The Site Suitability testing for On‐Site Wastewater Treatment (Percolation Testing) are
carried by Independent Assessors on behalf of Planning Applicants. Under a Council
audit programme Applicants are required to pre‐notify OCC of testing and sites are
inspected to ensure compliance with the Council procedures.

CATCHMENT FLOOD RISK ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT STUDIES (CFRAM)
On 3 May 2018, Minister of State with special responsibility for the Office of Public Works
(OPW) and Flood Relief, Kevin ‘Boxer’ Moran T.D. published 29 Flood Risk Management
Plans to address flood risk in Ireland. The CFRAM Programme studied the flood risk for 300
areas or communities in Ireland and concluded that it is possible to provide protection
through flood relief schemes to approximately 95% of properties at risk within the assessed
areas.
Under the Flood Risk Management Plans there are 2 schemes proposed for Offaly one in Birr
and one in Rahan.
Offaly County Council are also discussing a number of schemes under the Minor Flood
Mitigation Works, these include the Bog Lane in Portarlington and Newtown, Ballybritt.

BURIAL GROUNDS
A capacity survey of all Council owned burial grounds in Offaly was completed in 2016. The
survey identified 4 burial grounds with capacity issues which require development works of
varying degrees in the coming years. The burial grounds involved are Clara, Clonmacnoise,
Cloncrane and Kilreaghan. The development of these lands will require approval under the
Part VIII process. Resources will need to be allocated annually in the coming years to fund the
necessary works. The Part VIII process for Kilreaghan concluded in Quarter 3, 2019 & it is
hoped to go to tender for the required works in early 2020. Final surveys have been
concluded for Clara which will allow the Part VIII process to proceed.

ANIMAL CONTROL AND WELFARE
Stray Animal Control Service
Our Veterinary Section manages its Dog Control service in accordance with the Control of
Dogs Act, 1986. In line with procurement requirements the Control of Dogs and Dog Warden
service was tendered in October 2014 and a contract awarded for the years 2015 ‐2017, which
was extended by one year to 31st December, 2018. With effect from 1st January, 2019 the
Dog Warden Service, including management of the Pound at Cappincur was brought under
the direct control of Offaly County Council.
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Control of Dogs

2018

Number of Dog Licences sold to date in 2019

2271

Number of Dog Licences sold in 2018

2744

On the spot fines issues in 2017

0

Number of stray dogs in dog pound 2018

225

Number of Dog breeding establishments registered in 2017

3

Control of Horses
Under the Control of Horses Act 1996, all local authorities are responsible for the control of
horses in their area including the collection of stray horses on public land. The numbers have
been reducing in recent years, from a high of 164 horses in 2014 to a total of 5 horses seized
in the period Q1‐Q3 2019.
Year

No. of Horses Seized

2013

60

2014

164

2015

101

2016

67

2017

60

2018

16

2019 (Q1‐Q3)

5

Food Safety
Our Veterinary Department is responsible for carrying out functions in relation to Food
Protection and Disease Control. It implements the terms and conditions of a 3‐year service
contract which has been agreed between the Council and the Food Safety Authority of Ireland
and which runs from 1 July 2016 to 31st March, 2020. The contract covers the official controls
on food safety carried out by the Council.
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NATIONAL WASTE COLLECTION PERMIT OFFICE (NWCPO)
There are currently over 2,100 active Waste Collection Permits on the NWCPO register.
In 2018 over 300 waste collection permit applications were processed. The NWCPO continues
to maintain the Waste Facility Register and the Annual Returns system.
The NWCPO is prioritising the review of non‐compliant operators and older waste collection
permits. The roll‐out of bio‐waste collection services and the phasing out of flat rate fees for
residual kerbside household collection will be assessed through these reviews.
The waste data Annual Returns system hosted by the NWCPO continues to be developed.
Multiple reporting is being reduced and the quality of the data is being enhanced with tools
for local authority enforcement staff to validate the data.
The NWCPO have re‐initiated a tender process through the office of government
procurement, for an online application form to further enhance the service provided by the
NWCPO.
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HOUSING
Rebuilding Ireland ‐ Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness
Rebuilding Ireland, the Government’s Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness was
launched in July 2016 and addresses Homelessness, accelerating social housing, building more
homes, improving the rental sector and utilising existing housing. The Acion Plan builds on
the targets and objectives set in the previous Government’s Social Housing Strategy.
The Department, based on recent Social Housing Assessments, have advised that 468 housing
units will be required in Offaly from 2017 to the end of 2021.

Activities to the end of Quarter 3 ‐ 2019
Social Housing Assessment 2019
An extensive reassessment of the housing need of all applicants on Housing List was
conducted nationally in 2016. A further assessment of additional applicants was conducted in
2019. There were 645 households in Offaly on the social housing list at the end of September
2019. There are a further 849 in receipt of Housing Assistant Payments, 131 on Rental
Accomodation Schemes and 176 in various leasing arrangements.
To the end of September 2019, 83 households were allocated Local Authority, Approved
Housing Bodies or RAS / leasing tenancies.

Housing Assistance Payment (HAP)
Offaly has administered the Housing Assistance Payment since June 2015. A total of 849
households on the housing waiting list are currently supported through HAP. Applicants
sourced their own private rented accommodation and sought financial support towards their
rent through HAP.

House Acquisitions
Sales have been agreed on 21 houses and a further 14 houses have bids agreed. The aquisition
and adaptation of housing units is 100% funded through the Department’s Capital
Programme subject to unit cost ceilings.
Expressions of interest were sought from private developers to deliver completed housing
developments for turnkey acquisition by Offaly County Council. A reasonable interest was
expressed to this call. Developers continue to engage with the Council as they work through
planning and financial requirements for suitable developments.
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Returning Vacant Stock to Productive Use (Pre‐lets)
27 Pre‐let and void works have been completed to council owned homes to the end of
October 2019. The Council’s ability to continue to return vacant units to use quickly and to a
high standard will be determined by the financial resources available. Part‐funding from
central government to return vacant units has reduced substantially and it is increasingly
likely that there will be an increased reliance on own resources for this activity in the future.

Disabled Persons Grants – Local Authority stock
This budget is allocated to housing stock requiring alterations mainly driven by the needs of
the existing tenant e.g. provision of a ramp, level access shower and ground floor extensions.
The 2019 budget for Disabled Person Grants was €227,778 of which 90% (€205,000) was
funded by the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government. It is
anticipated that adaptation works will be complete on 15 council owned homes and 1
extension in 2019.

Maintenance of Local Authority Housing Stock
There were over 2,669 requests for repairs and maintenance by local authority tenants in the
first three quarters of 2019. Each request is logged on the i‐house software system and
forwarded to the relevant Clerk of Works for follow up. The expenditure for housing repairs
and maintenance in Q1 to Q3 2019 was €579,694.
2019 saw the continuation of a planned maintenance budget of €250,000. The budget was
allocated across the three municipal districts and will benefit up to 60 Offaly County Council
owned properties. The nature of works addressed are varied and include the upgrade and
replacement of heating systems, re‐wiring to modern standards and boundary treatments.

Direct Construction Programme
Offaly County Council is currently building 33 houses in Blundell Wood, Edenderry; 14 social
houses and 4 group houses at Chancery Lane, Tullamore. These houses should be ready for
allocation in the coming months.
Tenders were completed in October 2019 and Design Team Consultants are being appointed
to oversee the development of 81 housing units at Raheen, Clara; Church Street, Clara; Sr.
Senan, Edenderry; Beechgrove, Belmont; and, Moneygall.
Other projects within the Department Stage Approval process include 18 units at Kylebg,
Banagher and 7 units at Circular Road, Daingean.
There are a number of other construction projects are at Capital Appraisal / pre Stage 1
application stage.
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Construction in Partnership with Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs)
Offaly County Council. in accordance with the Rebuilding Ireland Programme, continues to
work in partnership with AHBs to progress both AHB Housing Construction and AHB
Acquisition programmes. Through the Capital Advance Leasing Facility (CALF) part‐funding
can be provided by the Department for the acquisition or construction of units by an
Approved Housing Body, to which the Local Authority will have nomination rights in order to
increase social housing supply.
Construction of the 4 units by Mid Offaly Housing Association in Mountbolus; 6 units by Cluid
Housing in Scurragh, Birr; and 3 units by Co Operative Ireland at An Corrán, Crinkle are nearing
their final stages.
On 30th September 2019, Tuath commenced the construction of 27 units at Killane Drive,
Edenderry and they are finalising the refurbishment of 16 units at Riverside, Portarlington.
Part 8 Planning was approved for the development of 41 units at Kearney’s Field, Tullamore
and 19 units at Clonminch, Tullamore. Oaklee Housing Association are finalising tender
documents and both projects will advance in early 2020.

Repair and Lease Scheme
This scheme was launched in March 2017. Its objective is to delivery social housing quickly
through leasing arrangements with private landlords. The Local Authority can make up to
€40,000 available to a private landlord to repair a property and make it available for social
housing tenants on a long‐term lease arrangement. The cost of repairs is then offset against
the landlord’s rental income over time. The scheme is targeted towards the owners of vacant
properties who cannot afford to bring their properties up to the required standard for rented
properties. The Council re‐advertised the Scheme in 2019 but there has been no uptake to
date.

Buy and Renew
In July 2017, the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government
launched a Buy and Renew Scheme whereby the Local Authority or an Approved Housing
Body can buy houses that are derelict and bring them back to the required standard for social
housing rental. Cost ceilings for such acquisition and repair projects are as per the
Department’s acquisition ceilings for standard house acquisitions. A number of properties
have been identified and are being assessed regarding their eligibility for this scheme.

Capital Assistance Scheme
The Capital Assistance Scheme provides funding to meet the identified housing needs of
people with disabilities, homeless, older persons and returning emigrants in partnershiesip
with Approved Housing Bodies. In 2016 approval was received to progress to Planning for
construction of 6 units for older persons/people with disabilities at Scurragh Birr. Submissions
for funding were made to the Department for the construction of 4 units for Homeless
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families at Mountbolus. Feasibility studies were completed for future CAS projects at
Portarlington and Tullamore. Approval was obtained for the acquisition and adaptation of 3
no. homes for the service users of Approved Housing Bodies working with people with
disabilities.

Housing Grants for Private Home Owners – people with disabilities
To date this year, 172 private home owners have been supported to adapt their homes to
meet the needs of family members with a disability. The available budget in 2019 is €1.6m
(20%, i.e., €320,000, is funded from the Council’s own resources).

Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan (RBIHL)
RBIHL applicants must be first time buyers; meet income limit criteria; and demonstrate a
capacity to repay the loan. 22 RBIHL were provisionally approved by the Council’s Credit
Committee, €3.25m, to the end of September 2019 and 6 RBIHL, €714,875, are currently in
the process of being drawn down.

Tenant Purchase Applications
So far in 2019, 17 Tenant Purchase Scheme applications have been received and 9 have been
approved.

Housing Rents
Offaly County Council currently maintains in excess of 2,112 social housing rent accounts. This
involves assessing and frequently reassessing the level of rent payable. The debt collection
function associated with housing rents and loans transferred from the Housing Department
to the Central Revenue Collection function from the end of 2016.

Homelessness
The number of homeless presentations continued to be high throughout 2019. Notice to quit
by private rented landlords, unaffordable private rents and the lack of private rented supply
were the main reasons for presentation. All emergency accommodation beds in the county
and the region were continually fully occupied in 2019. At the end of September there were
21 single adults and 9 families from Offaly’s Social Housing List in emergency accommodation.
The Council recruited, on a shared basis with Laois County Council, a HAP Placefinder who
works closely with those in emergency accommodation and those at risk of becoming
homeless to help them source private rented accommodation and provided assistance with
deposits etc. In October 2019, Peter McVerry Trust (PMVT) was awarded the Housing First
Service for the Midland Region. The next step will be for relevant parties from the Lead Local
Authority (Westmeath County Council) and the HSE to meet with PMVT representatives in
order to formulate SLA procedures and subsequent reporting practices. This will then lead to
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a formal signing of the new Housing First contract and commencement of this regional
service.

Traveller Accommodation
Following an extensive consultation process the Traveller Accommodation programme 2019‐
2024 was adopted by the elected members in July 2019. The construction of the four Group
Housing units at Chancery Lane are currently nearing completion. CENA, an AHB specific to
Traveller Accommodation, is working closely with the Housing Authority in relation to the
transitioning and support of those being allocated these units. The Local Traveller
Accommodation Committee continued to meet during 2019 and was re‐established following
the Local Elections in May 2019.

Anti‐Social Behaviour Complaints
117 complaints of anti‐social behaviour were received to the end of Q3, 2019, an increase on
the same period last year (83) and on 2017 complaints (62). Anti‐social behaviour complaints
are dealt with in accordance with the Council’s adopted Anti‐Social Behaviour Policy.

Estate Management
Staff worked with a number of Resident Associations in Local Authority estates in an effort to
develop programmes to improve their estates and building their capacity to work together in
their Associations.
The Estate Management Fund for 2019, approved by the Elected Members, was allocated to
each of the Municipal Districts and a number of enhancement projects, including landscaping,
place name stones, sport and play areas, community centre enhancement, refurbishment of
designated green areas and fencing projects were progressed.

Policy Development and Review 2019
The Strategic Policy Committee received briefings on a n number of areas including Mortgage
to Rent Schemes, Housing for People with Disabilities, Housing Loans, Tenant Purchase
Scheme as well updates from the Arts and Library Programmes.

Priorities for 2020





Increasing social housing supply via all available means.
Progression of construction projects through stage approvals, including procurement
and planning, construction and completion.
Appraisal and progression of new direct build proposals, sourcing of acquisitions, and
return of voids.
Foster a partnership with Approved Housing Bodies and private landlords to increase
social housing supply.
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Implement the Housing First programme in accordance with the Service Level
Agreement with the Peter McVerry Trust.
Review and record status of Local Authority Housing stock for planning and
maintenance purposes.
Increase the number of private rented inspections and implementation of the
Council’s Vacant Homes Action Plan 2017‐2021.
Continuation of a Planned Maintenance programme for LA housing stock.
Seek to maximise the resources available to improve stock via programmes such as
energy efficiency, voids, DPGs and Traveller Accommodation.
Progress the Traveller Accommodation Plan 2019‐2024 and progress Group Housing
projects.
Continued on‐going administration of the Housing Assistance Payment scheme.
Administration and management of the Tenant Purchase Scheme.
Progress Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan applications in a timely manner.
Administer an on‐going Rent Review.
Capacity building and support for Local Authority Residents’ Associations through an
Estate Management Programme in consultation with the Municipal Districts.
Implement a programme of review and revision of Local Authority tenancy issues.
On‐going review of the structure, efficiency and effectiveness of Offaly County
Council’s Housing Service in the interests of customers and staff.
Begin the process of reducing paper files retained and moving to a paperless record
management system. Improve phone and online services for customers. Best use of
new technologies.
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ENTERPRISE & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Offaly businesses are supported by Offaly County Council, through the Local Enterprise Office
(LEO). The Local Enterprise Office is the “one stop shop” for all Government supports for
anyone looking to set up or expand their business and create jobs in Offaly. The Local
Enterprise Office has a close working relationship with other development agencies, private
sector and Chambers of Commerce in delivering business initiatives.
Throughout the year, LEO Offaly supported a high number of aspiring and existing business
owners through a range of supports including mentoring, enterprise training, seminars,
finance and networking. In addition to local events, LEO Offaly participated in the full range
of nationally run Local Enterprise Programmes. These included: Student Enterprise
Programme, National Enterprise Awards, Local Enterprise Week, National Women’s
Enterprise Day, Food Academy and Irish Best Young Entrepreneur (IBYE) Competition. LEO
Offaly also actively promoted and processed applications for Technical Assistance for Micro
Exporters Grant, Microfinance Ireland Funding and Trading Online Vouchers.

Offaly Winners and National Finalists
Emma Rose Conroy, Euro Stallions Ltd was a National Finalist in 2019 Irish Best Young
Entrepreneur (IBYE) Competition
Dotser Ltd, a web development and marketing services company was National Finalist in
National Enterprise Awards and won the award for the Mid‐East region
Niamh McKeon, Ard Scoil Chiarain, Clara represented Offaly at the 2019 National Student
Enterprise Programme Awards

Midland Collaborations
LEO Offaly partnered with Local Enterprise Offices in the Region on the new “Export to the
Netherlands Initiative”. Three companies from Offaly joined companies from the Midlands
Region for a targeted Trade Mission to the Netherlands. The companies met a number of
prospective customers with very strong business potential arising from the trip.
The Midland LEOs also continued to work together on the development of engineering
enterprises in the region through the Engenuity Engineering Network.
The Midlands region National Women in Enterprise Day event took place in Gloster House,
Birr on 17th October. The theme of this year's Women’s Enterprise Day is 'Making It Happen'
and the sold‐out event featured guest speakers Emma Rose Conroy of Euro Stallions, Louise
Lennox, celebrity chef and Colette Twomey of Clonakilty Black Pudding.
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Economic Development
LEO Offaly is also responsible for driving economic development in the County. As part of this
work, LEO Offaly provides outreach services to towns within the County, promotes business
parks such as Ferbane Business & Technology Park, Portarlington Industrial Estate, Rhode
Business Park and works with business groups to promote economic development across the
county. LEO Offaly also makes funding applications for economic projects.

Enterprise & Economic Development 2019 Highlights include:
LEO Offaly Activity
On an annual basis, the Local Enterprise Office provides Enterprise Training to over 500
business people in Offaly. Each year, we add over 650 new contacts to our database (through
enquiries etc.). We log over 1,500 client meetings through the year and through our monthly
electronic newsletter we connect with over 3,000 business people.

LEO Offaly Client Employment Survey
LEO Offaly has a client portfolio of 201 businesses. These enterprises have received direct
financial support from the LEO Office e.g. Feasibility Study Grants, Priming and Business
Expansion Grants. The Annual Employment Survey (2018) recorded 1063 jobs in LEO
Supported enterprises in Offaly, with 68 net new jobs in 2018.
Note: The LEO Offaly portfolio or employment survey does not include the hundreds of other
local businesses who access supports such as business advice, mentoring, enterprise training,
microfinance loan funding and Trading Online Vouchers.

Midlands Regional Enterprise Plan to 2020
The Regional Enterprise Plan for the Midlands was launched in February 2019 and identifies
seven Strategic Objectives that build on the region’s strengths and address vulnerabilities that
range from leveraging big data opportunities through the I‐LOFAR telescope at Birr, to
ensuring that the Midlands is well positioned to address the challenges and new business
opportunities presented by decarbonisation of the economy. LEO Offaly is represented on the
Steering Committee and Implementation Committee of Regional Enterprise Plan to 2020:
Midlands.

Remote Working
LEO Offaly and Offaly County Council were invited to appear at a Oireachtas Joint Committee
on Rural and Community Development meeting in February 2019.
It was an excellent opportunity to highlight the work undertaken by LEOs and Local
Authorities to promote remote working as a mechanism to support and drive economic
development.
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LEO Offaly organised the first national LEO funded conference on remote working in March.
The conference entitled “Remote Working – Practical Insights and Approaches” was
organised in collaboration with The Junction Business Innovation Centre in Tullamore.

Co‐Working Hubs & Enterprise Space
Offaly is at the fore‐front of providing high quality co‐working hubs to facilitate remote
workers working one or more days away from the main office), and for those setting up or
growing their own business. Centres provide business support services, quality training
facilities, hot desks and office suites. The hubs feature affordable hot desk facilities, meeting
rooms and high speed internet access and are supported by LEO Offaly.
E‐Hive, situated in Edenderry MD Town Hall is Edenderry’s first digital hub. E‐Hive has over
20 desks in a co‐working environment, meeting rooms, and event space for workshops. The
project was funded under the Town & Village Renewal Scheme and Offaly County Council and
is supported by LEO Offaly and Offaly Innovation & Design Centre CLG.
The Junction Business Innovation Centre in Tullamore recently expanded with four new
offices. The refurbishment was funded by Enterprise Ireland Regional Development Fund and
Offaly County Council. Altogether, 35 people work in The Junction Business Innovation Centre.
Offaly Innovation & Design Centre CLG has partnered with AIT to provide a 3rd Level Training
Centre in The Junction. AIT deliver level 6 Lean Efficiency Training Programmes in the Centre.
Work is currently underway on STREAM Creative Suite in Birr. It will comprise an open plan
work area for researchers, a training room and smaller office spaces. The programme will also
include a residential/visiting researcher programme, support for workshops, summer
internships, and training in Data Analytics and related topics.

I‐LOFAR
The I‐LOFAR Education Centre in Birr was officially opened on 30th May 2019 by Professor
Dame Jocelyn Bell Burnell. The newly opened I‐LOFAR Education Centre will provide STEM
educational training & outreach projects in the Midlands Region. It will help increase Science
Capital & encourage students pursue careers in science and innovation in the Midlands.

Business Parks
LEO Offaly actively promotes business and industrial parks in the County. In 2019, the LEO
office agreed the sale of 4 industrial sites in Ferbane Business Park and in 1 in Portarlington
Industrial Park. Offaly County Council, through LEO Offaly, provides secretariat support to the
North Offaly Development Fund Ltd and contributes to the marketing of Rhode Business Park.

Brexit Supports
LEO Offaly has a range of supports to help Offaly businesses to address issues and maximise
potential opportunities; including free Brexit score card, Brexit loan scheme, training and
management development and potential exporters funding.
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Regional Transition Team Initiatives: Creating Economic & Business Opportunities from
Climate Change Conference
The conference, an initiative of the Regional Transition Team under the auspices of the
Midlands Regional Enterprise Plan to 2020 (MREP), explored how businesses can realise
unique economic and business opportunities in responding to climate change. Over 150
people attended the one‐day conference in Tullamore Court Hotel. LEO Offaly is working with
other members of the Regional Transition Team to deliver a range of actions to support Bord
na Mona workers, and the wider business community as the Region’s big employer transitions
away from peat production.

Outreach Services
LEO Offaly staff provide weekly outreach services in Birr, Ferbane and Edenderry, and monthly
outreach services in Portarlington.

Tullamore Show
LEO Offaly in association with Offaly Tourism and Offaly Local Development Company hosted
the Offaly – Ireland’s Hidden Gem Pavilion at this year’s Tullamore Show on 11th August. There
were 30 stands comprising a diverse range of tourism products, artisan food and craft
businesses.

Promoting Offaly
LEO Offaly is working on a new branding identity for Offaly County Council. In 2020, new
branding materials and a new promotional website for Offaly will be launched.

2020 Objectives
For 2020, LEO Offaly will continue to work with stakeholders, businesses and community
groups to strengthen and develop enterprise and economic activity in the County.

Specific Objectives include:
1.
2.
3.
4.

STREAM Birr Initiative: Harness Birr’s science heritage and economic potential
Grand Canal Dock Tullamore: Continue to work with Waterways Ireland
Clean Power: Build on recent investments to promote Offaly & Rhode Business Park
Tullamore Focus: Review Infrastructure, Increase Promotion & Focus on Key
Conferences and Events in 2019.
5. Remote Working & Reverse Commuting Opportunities for Offaly
6. Midlands Regional Plan Objectives
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PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
Development Management:
Offaly County Council administers the planning function for the entire county. The number of
planning applications within the county increased during 2019. There has been an increase of
120% since 2014.
Estimate to
end 2019

Total
2018

Total 2014

Increase from 2014

685
596
310
120 %
(14% increase
over 2018)
Seven applications to extend the appropriate period (planning permission) were received to
end September 2018. This has decreased 86% from 2014.
Planning
Applications

Extension of
Duration
Application &
Assessments

Total received
to end of
August 2019

Total
2018

Total 2014

Decrease from 2014
to 2019

9

6

42

86%

Pre‐planning and in particular counter queries have risen again during 2019, indicating further
likely increases in construction activity in 2020. To date, the Planning Department has
conducted in excess of 200 no. pre‐ planning meetings (this figure includes both face‐to‐face
and telephone/email pre‐plans). It is expected that both pre‐planning meeting requests and
public counter enquiries will continue to increase given the current upturn in the construction
of housing developments.
Since 2009, the Planning Department has been carrying out ‘on the spot’ validations at the
public counter to ensure that when an application is accepted, all documentation is in order.
This helps to keep invalid applications to a minimum while also assisting in the processing of
valid applications. It is a continual aim to maintain this service to the public.
The Planning Department is also continuing with its scanning project, which allows for current
and historical files to be viewed over the internet. This has proved important in terms of
compliance with Access to Information on the Environment Regulations. 2020 may also bring
the start of ‘e‐planning’, a national initiative to allow the submission of planning applications
electronically.
In addition to the above mentioned, the other main areas of focus for Development
Management in 2019 were as follows:
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a) Housing:
The level of pre‐planning meetings for housing developments has continued to markedly
increase in 2019 from that experienced in 2018. This has resulted in a significant increase
in the volume of multiple unit housing development planning applications submitted to
Offaly County Council (OCC). The majority of these planning applications are located in
the key urban centres of the county, with a particular focus on Tullamore and Edenderry.
To date 2 no. planning applications have been submitted (one of which was recently
granted planning permission) for 99 no. dwelling units in Tullamore. Planning permission
for 75 no. dwelling units was recently granted, with another application for 85 no.
dwellings currently at Further Information stage, in Edenderry. It is anticipated that the
volume of pre‐planning meetings and planning applications for large housing
developments will continue to increase into 2020.

b) Strategic Housing Developments (i.e. over 100 houses):
To date in 2019, no pre‐planning meetings have taking place in relation to Strategic
Housing Developments (SHD). However, a SHD pre‐planning meeting is scheduled for the
end of September 2019, with subsequent SHD application likely to be lodged to An Bord
Pleanála (ABP) by the end of 2019 or in early 2020. It is anticipated that a number of SHD
applications will be lodged to ABP in 2020. This process will require consultation and a
formal referral from the Offaly County Council ‐ Planning Department with respect to
such applications.

c) Strategic Infrastructure Development (SID) Applications:
The Council was involved in one SID application in 2019, namely the Shannonbridge
power station conversion to biomass. As part of this SID application process a number of
internal meetings were held across directorates. A CE report was compiled and presented
to the elected members at Council Meeting. In addition, an oral hearing was convened
and attended by Senior Staff involved in the application process. It is expected that a
number of Strategic Infrastructure Development (SID) applications may be lodged to An
Bord Pleanála towards the end of 2019 and into 2020.

d) Unfinished Housing Developments & Taking in Charge Applications
The Planning Department in conjunction with the Housing, Roads, Water Services and
Environment Departments continues to implement the DECLG’s Managing and Resolving
Unfinished Estates Guidelines. The latest Housing Survey, published in February, 2018 by
the Minister for Housing and Planning has 4 no. Unfinished Housing Developments listed
in the county of Offaly, down from 34 in 2012. 33 no. estates have been removed from
the list since 2012 as a result of the necessary works having been undertaken by
developers, site development inspections and meetings, facilitation (i.e. targeted release
of bonds) and pursuing site resolution plans during this period. There is ongoing activity
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in respect of the remaining 4 developments. Eight no. applications to take estates in
charge were received in 2019.
Eight no. new resolutions to take estates in charge were made by the Council, to the
end of September 2019.

e) Derelict Sites
There are currently 22 sites on the Derelict Sites Register (7 in the County and 15 in
Tullamore Municipal District). To date in 2019 one Notice of Intention to Make Entry on
the Derelict Sites Register is currently in the process of being served on one of these
additional properties. Valuations were carried out on properties on the Derelict Sites
Register in Tullamore during 2018 and levies of 3% of the value will be applicable from
January 2019. This is to rise in subsequent years to 7%, under the provisions of the
Planning & Development (Amendment) Act 2018.

f)

Vacant Homes – Governments Vacant Homes Strategy
Offaly County Council has appointed a Vacant Homes Officer, who has the responsibility
of identifying vacant homes and liaising with the relevant property owners in relation to
these properties. A vacant homes strategy was prepared as required by the Dept. of
Housing, Planning and Local Government. An initial vacant homes survey has been carried
out for the 15 main settlements during 2018/2019. Just under 300 possible vacant homes
have been identified and the owners have been written to. The response back is slow but
gaining momentum. Owner information/consultation will be provided to the Council’s
Housing Department to assist them in contacting the relevant home owners in relation
to their future plans for the vacant properties and offering advice with respect to the new
Repair and Lease Scheme.

g) Vacant Sites Register – the Urban Regeneration and Housing Act, 2015.
The Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 introduced the vacant site levy which is
intended to incentivise the development of vacant or idle sites in urban areas. In
accordance with the Act:





The current Offaly County Development Plan, Birr Town & Environs Development
Plan and Tullamore Town & Environs Development Plan were varied to make
provision for the development of vacant sites in designated residential/regeneration
areas by way of a specific objective.
A Vacant Site Register has been established which currently does not include any
vacant sites.
The next steps are to identify vacant sites, engage with landowners, register vacant
sites, and apply a vacant sites levy.
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The Planning Department will undertake a comprehensive survey of potential vacant
sites throughout the county towards the of 2019 or early 2020, with a view to
entering identified vacant sites onto the Register in 2020.

h) Enforcement & Compliance
Enforcement activity in the year 2019 is outlined in the table below. The level of activity
is broadly similar to activities in 2018
To end
August 2019
Warning Letters
and (Enforcement
Notices) issued

8(1)

To end
August 2018
8 (2)

Total
2018
41 (20)

FORWARD PLANNING:
a) County Development Plan and Regional Economic and Social Strategy (RSES)
Section 12 of the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2018 requires that the
Planning Authority shall give notice of the review of the County Development Plan within
13 weeks after the making of the RSES. The RSES was made 28th June 2019 and
accordingly Offaly County Council published notice of the review of the Co. Development
Plan on 31st July 2019. The initial public consultation stage runs until 26th September
2019. The CE report prepared on the submissions received will be referred to the elected
members in November 2019. The Office of the Planning Regulator is expected to make
a submission which will be summarized in the CE report.
A draft Co. Development Plan is expected in May 2020 during which a second stage of
public consultation will take place. In the situation where material amendments are
proposed to the draft plan these too will go through what would be a third stage of public
consultation. Following this it is expected that the new Co. Development Plan would be
ready for adoption during the summer of 2021.

b) Tullamore Street Enhancement Project
Extensive consultation and an application for funding was made in 2015. In February 2016
notification confirming that European Regional Development funding was successfully
received. This consists of funding of €1.5 million for street enhancement works in the
Town Centre in particular O’Connor Square, High Street, and Columcille Street to include
underground cables, new paving, lighting, street furniture, planting, and reconfigured
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public areas. It also includes for a pedestrian bridge from Millennium Square to the Bridge
Centre Car Park.
The Tullamore Street Enhancement Project secured Part 8 approval in January 2018,
following a thorough 2‐year Statutory (and non‐ statutory) public consultation process.
The contract for the scheme has been awarded. Works commenced in January 2019 and
are ongoing with High Street complete and O’Connor square currently under
construction.
A further €3m Urban Regeneration Development Funding has been secured in 2018 to
carry out Street enhancement works on Columcille St., Harbour Street and Store Street
and construction of the Greenway (urban section) from Convent View to Ballydrohid.
Both Part 8 approvals were granted in June 2019.

c) Town and Village Renewal Scheme 2017 & 2018
In 2017, Offaly County Council was successful in obtaining grant funding for public realm
improvement projects in Banagher, Geashill and Shinrone. These projects are progressing
and are expected to be completed Quarter 4 2019.
In May 2018, Offaly County Council submitted 12 no. applications to the Department of
Rural and Community Development under the 2018 Town and Village Renewal Scheme.
In October 2018 the Department announced that Offaly County Council has been
successful in attaining funding for all 12 applications totalling €1,300,000 in approved
funding for the various projects. The list of the approved applications is detailed below:
Location/Project Details
Edenderry MD area
Edenderry Town and Village Renewal Phase II – Public Realm Works and Digital Hub €200,000
Croghan Hill – Access to Croghan Hill - €100,000
Geashill Town and Village Renewal Phase II – Public Realm Works and Public Art €100,000
Rhode Village – Village Link - €100,000
Daingean - Public Realm Works - €100,000
Tullamore MD area
Clara - Public Realm Works - €100,000
Ballycumber - Public Realm Works - €100,000
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Birr MD area
Kinnitty – Town and Village Renewal Phase II Public Realm Works - €100,000
Shannonbridge – Town and Village Renewal Phase II Public Realm Works - €100,000
Gateway to Discovery Park (Boora/Leabeg/Leamore) Public Realm Works - €100,000
Cloghan – Public Realm Works - €100,000
Ferbane – Link to Bog - €100,000

Offaly County Council is currently progressing all of the above projects with completion
date estimated Q4 2019. The digital Hub in Edenderry is open for booking currently, Aug
2019. There is a match funding requirement of 20% of the individual projects’ costs.

d) Town & Village Renewal Scheme 2019
In June 2019, Offaly County Council submitted 10 no. applications (listed below) to the
Department of Rural and Community Development under the 2019 Town and Village
Renewal Scheme. The Department have yet to announce approved applications.
Location/Project Details
Edenderry MD area
Edenderry Blundell Park – enhancement project of Blundell Park and undergrounding of
services. €200,000
Cloneygowan – Green Area Enhancement - €100,000
Clonbullogue- Public Realm Works - €100,000
Tullamore MD area
Ballinamere - Public Realm Works - €100,000
Mucklagh - Public Realm Works - €100,000
Mount Bolus – Public Realm Works - €100,000
Birr MD area
Birr Green Street – Public Realm Works – €200,000
Lusmagh – Public Realm – €100,000
Crinkle – Public Realm – €100,000
Shinrone – Town and Village Renewal Phase II Public Realm Works - €100,000
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e) Regeneration Team 2019
A dedicated regeneration team has been established in January 2019. The role of the
team is to engage with the communities, stakeholders and local representatives to
establish possible projects for funding under the various regeneration schemes, to
coordinate sections within Offaly County Council to deliver on projects currently funded
and to research and complete application forms to the various Departments for
regeneration funding.

f)

Connecting People – Connecting Places, Offaly’s Walking & Cycling Strategy
Building on the foundation of Connecting People Connecting Places, September 2015,
which outlines the overall vision for walking and cycling in the county, the Forward
Planning team, in conjunction with the Roads Section have since 2017 endeavoured to
deliver the key objectives of this strategy. This work can be broken into three key areas,
namely:
 Grand Canal Greenway – to extend quality, family friendly cycling and walkways
along the Grand Canal towpath from Edenderry to Shannonharbour, including the
Kilbeggan Branch. The Council has, since 2018 worked in partnership with
Waterways Ireland, South Dublin County Council and Kildare County Council to
prepare Part 8’s and an overall funding application in respect of the entire length of
the Grand Canal Greenway, from Dublin to Shannonharbour to the National &
Regional Greenway Fund (Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport). While the
application was made (in April 2019) by Waterways Ireland, Offaly County Council
has been allocated €2.35m under this fund to complete the Greenway from
Daingean to Lough Boora Discovery Park. A further call for funding may come in
2020/1.
 To further examine the feasibility of forging cycling and walking links to other existing
and proposed greenways, such as the Old Rail Trail, the Royal Canal, the Grand Canal
to Athy and also to some of Offaly’s prominent tourist destinations such as
Clonmacnoise, the Slieve Bloom Mountains (Slieve Bloom Mountain Bike Trail), and
the River Shannon in Banagher.
 To examine the potential for delivering on the Feasibility Study for the Development
of a Major Cycling Destination in the Midlands of Ireland, otherwise known as the
Midlands Cycling Destination – Offaly. This is listed as a key objective in the Outdoor
Recreation Plan for Public Lands and Waters in Ireland 2017‐2021, prepared by
various state agencies with public lands in their ownership.
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Grand Canal Greenway Phase 1: Digby Bridge, Tullamore to Lough Boora Discovery
Park (under construction)
Between spring 2017 and summer 2018, approx. 12km of high quality cycleway was
completed between Digby Bridge, Tullamore and Henesy’s Bridge at Rahan. Offaly County
Council and Tullamore Municipal District self‐funded the initial phase with a contribution of
€170,000 and since then Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) funding of
€600,000 (3 x €200,000) has been received, supplemented by the 2018 Local Improvement
Scheme funding. Match funding of a minimum of 20% is and has been a requirement of this
scheme. It is expected to complete the ‘link’ between Tullamore and Lough Boora Discovery
Park before the end of 2019, with the construction of a further 1.5km at Turraun. When
completed, this will encompass circa 14km of Greenway and 8km along lightly trafficked
country roads.
There remains circa 8km of Grand Canal towpath to be developed over this stretch in order
to complete the entire route to Greenway Standard, essentially replacing on‐road with off‐
road sections. In this regard it is hoped that the National Greenway Funding allocated to OCC
in 2019 will allow the Council and Waterways Ireland to examine the environmental
feasibility, progress through Part 8 and construct off‐road stretches to replace on road
sections at Pullogh and Turraun. These investigations will commence in Q4 of 2019 and
continue into 2020.
Funding to construct the ‘urban’ section of the Grand Canal Greenway through Tullamore
(1.2km) to include a Canal Waterfront Boardwalk, has been allocated under the Urban
Regeneration and Development Fund 2018, subsequent to a detailed application by the
Council. It is anticipated that this will be a showpiece of the Grand Canal Greenway.

Grand Canal Greenway, Phase 2 ‐ Digby Bridge, Tullamore to Edenderry
Part 8 planning approval was obtained in June 2018 for this 33km section. This will tie in the
existing greenway and also the Grand Canal walking and cycling routes in Edenderry which
were provided by the Edenderry Municipal District. Funding under the National and Regional
Greenway Fund, 2019 has been allocated to 11km of this route (from Digby Bridge to
Daingean) and it is expected to be completed in 2020. Funding for Edenderry to Daingean
section of the Grand Canal Greenway will be actively pursued under various funding schemes,
as appropriate. It is hoped that there will be a further National and Regional Greenway Fund
call in 2020/1.
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Grand Canal Greenway Phase 3 – Lough Boora Discovery Park to Shannon Harbour,
along the Grand Canal Towpath.
This phase of the Grand Canal Greenway, which comprises an additional 17km of Greenway,
with potential connections to Ferbane, is at an advanced stage of design and it is intended
that it will be brought to Part 8 in Q4 2019.

Grand Canal Greenway, Phase 4 – Ballycommon to Kilbeggan in conjunction with
Westmeath County Council
Part 8 approval was secured by Westmeath County Council (June 2019) and Offaly County
Council (July 2019) to construct a shared cycleway / walkway from Ballycommon to Kilbeggan
Harbour, along the former Kilbeggan Branch of the Grand Canal. The proposal encompasses
7.5km in Offaly, from Ballycommon to the County Boundary. This section has been part
funded under the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) 2018, a €200,000 grant
+ min. 20% match funding from OCC). Works are due to commence on the construction of an
initial 4.5 km section in October 2019.
Under ORIS 2019, OCC has sought funding of an additional €313,000 to complete the works
to the County boundary with Westmeath.
On the Westmeath section, the entire 5.5km from Kilbeggan Harbour to the County Boundary,
has been funded by ORIS 2018, and it is expected will be completed in 2020.
This element of the Grand Canal Greenway is particularly strategic as it would link Offaly’s
Cycling and walking routes with the entire Royal Canal Greenway via Kilbeggan and the
EuroVelo 2 route, and the Old Rail Trail Greenway. However, this section is also particularly
environmentally sensitive and will require careful treatment to respect the local environment
and provide the best product to users.

g) Slieve Bloom Mountain Bike (MTB) Trails
During 2019, construction of the Slieve Bloom Mountain Bikes Trail continued in both
counties Laois and Offaly. The sod was turned on Phase 1 on 27th April 2018 by Mr.
Charlie Flanagan, Minister for Justice.
Work on the first 35km of trails (in both Laois and Offaly) in the Slieve Bloom MBT is at
present near completion on the Offaly side and is set to formally open to the public in
spring 2020. A funding application coordinated by Coillte, has received funding under the
Rural Regeneration Development Fund programme 2018 to complete the trail system.
The development will give a major tourism boost to the area and will see the village of
Kinnitty as a hub for services such as bike hire, showers, bike wash, food and
accommodation in addition to its existing prominence as a meeting / starting point for
the many walks and road cycling routes in the mountains. Offaly County Council has
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submitted an application for a cycle / walkway link between the trails and the village of
Kinnitty under the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) 2019.

h) Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme 2019
The following list is the applications submitted under 2019 ORIS funding. The
Department of Rural & Community Development is currently assessing applications and
announcement of successful projects is due Q4 2019.

Scheme
Measure
1,2 or 3
1
1

i)

Project
Offaly Way & ancillary loops
Slieve Bloom Way & ancillary loops

Total
estimated
project cost
€14,825.00
€14,825.00

Amount of
Match Funding
required
€2,965.00
€2,965.00

Amount of
ORIS funding
€11,860.00
€11,860.00

1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Outdoor recreation videography bank
Outdoor recreation Marketing
Trail counters
Grand Canal Loop Walk, Edenderry
Clonbullogue Slí
Shannonbridge Heritage Walk
Dowras Heritage Walk, Five Alley

€18,450.00
€19,700.00
€15,990.00
€7,300.00
€20,000.00
€16,760.00
€19,400.00

€3,690.00
€3,940.00
€3,198.00
€1,460.00
€4,000.00
€3,352.00
€3,880.00

€14,760.00
€15,760.00
€12,792.00
€5,840.00
€16,000.00
€13,408.00
€15,520.00

2
2
2

Clara Bog Trail
Derryounce Lakes and Trails
Kinnitty Mountain Bike Trails Village
link at Kinnitty

€90,000.00
€205,450.00
€305,000.00

€18,000.00
€38,090.00
€105,000.00

€72,000.00
€152,360.00
€200,000.00

3(c)

Ballycommon to Kilbeggan Greenway
Link

€391,600.00

€78,320.00

€313,280.00

Rural Regeneration & Development Fund (RRDF) 2018
The following projects were submitted under the Rural Regeneration Development Fund
in 2018:
Banagher, Birr, Edenderry and Kilcormac under both Category 1 and Category 2
applications. Edenderry was selected and part funded for €72,000 for a Master Plan and
commuter survey for the Old Tesco Site and joining lands. After going through the tender
process consultants have now been appointed to develop The Master Plan for this area
with the intention of submitting a category 1 proposals for Q2 2020 for RRDF.
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j)

Rural Regeneration & Development Fund (RRDF) 2019
The following applications were submitted as Category 1 RRDF for 2019

Kilcormac – Gateway to Lough Boora – to complete upgrading works on the local road (L7023)
from Kilcormac to Lough Boora Park to improve connectivity for cyclist, walkers from
Kilcormac to Lough Boora
Total cost

€1,420,000

Grant aid sought

€1,065,000

Match funding

€355,000

Edenderry – construction of a new Link Road between Granary Court and Fair green to open
up access to backlands of opportunity sites, Old Tesco Site, William Wallers Store and OPW
lands as well as improving connectivity and permeability.
Total cost

€ 696,276

Grant aid sought

€ 522,207

Match funding

€ 174,069

Banagher – To purchase and renovate a vacant building in the centre of Banagher Town to
become a community and enterprise hub with exhibition space and digital services for
Banagher community.
Total cost

€1,449,790

Grant aid sought

€1,087,343

Match funding

€362,447

The Department is currently reviewing all applications and announcements of approved
projects is anticipated in the Autumn 2019.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, ENTERPRISE AND PLANNING STRATEGY POLICY
COMMITTEE (SPC)
The SPC worked through its adopted work programme for 2019, including topics such as:
 Consideration of the draft Regional Social & Economic Strategy to include
infrastructure requirements, sectoral strengths and land use
 IDA Ireland
 Offaly Tourism update
 Town and Village Renewal Scheme
 County Development Plan update
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In relation to Planning, in 2020 the Strategic Policy Committee (SPC) will consider such issues
as the review of the County Development Plan. Also, ongoing implications of legislative
changes and new guidelines, particularly in relation to housing delivery, social housing / Part
8 changes, other planning regulation changes, implications of Government policy on
renewable energy, revised wind guidelines and a wind energy development framework
(DCDNR). Furthermore, the SPC will consider initiatives to promote economic and tourism
development in the county, further requirements arising from EU Habitats and EIA Directives
and progress in relation to Unfinished Housing Developments.

LEGISLATION / GUIDELINES RECEIVED IN 2019 AND / OR EXPECTED IN 2020
Legislation 2019
Planning and Development Act 2000 (Exempted Development) Regulations 2019
EU (EIA) (Peat Extraction) Regs. 2019
EU (EIA and Habitats) (Section 181 of the Planning and Development Act 2000) Regulations

Guidelines 2019
Updates to the Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets 2013

Strategies/Plans etc. 2019
Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy by Eastern & Midland Regional Assembly, June

Circulars 2019
Circular letter PL01/2019 re Planning and Development Act 2000 (Exempted
Development) Regulations 2019 Peat Regulations
Circular Letter PL 02/2019 re Provision of Security provided under section 34(g) of the
Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) for the satisfactory completion of
developments and application of Irish Water’s Connection Charging Policy.
Circular Letter PL03/2019 re Establishment of the Office of the Planning Regulator
Planning & Development (Amendment) Act 2018 (Commencement) Order 2019.
Circular Letter PL4/2019 re New Regulation of Short Term Letting, Residential
Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2019, Planning & Development Act 2000 (Exempted
Development) (No. 2) Regulations 2019.
Circular letter PL05/2019 Planning and Development Act 2000 (Exempted
Development) (No. 2) Regulations 2019 Guidance for Planning Authorities for Short
Term Regulations
Circular Letter NRPPS 01/2019 re Local Government Rates and Other Matters Act
2019 (Commencement) Order 2019 Commencing Technical Amendments to the
Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).
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Circular letter NRPPS 01/2019 re Local Government Rates and Other Matters Act
2019 (Commencement) Order 2019 Commencing Technical Amendments to the
Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended)
Circular Letter: PL 07/2019 re Planning and Development Act 2000 (Exempted
Development) Regulations 2019 (S.I. No. 12 of 2019)
Circular Letter EPP 01/2019 re European Union (Environmental Impact Assessment
and Habitats) (Section 181 of the Planning and Development Act 2000) Regulations
2019 (S.I. No. 418 of 2019).

Expected Guidance 2020:
Revised / amended childcare facilities Guidelines
Updated Development Plan Guidelines
Revised Windfarm Guidelines
Updated Apartment Guidelines to include shared accommodation as a type of
Strategic Housing Development (as per Planning & Development Amendment Act
Guidelines on Core Strategies and Housing Need Demand Assessments (HNDA)

Areas of Activity for 2020
In addition to the normal activities of Development Management, Forward Planning,
Enforcement and Taking in Charge of developments, the following are the main major items
of activity envisaged for 2020:












The review of the Offaly County Development Plan which will be a priority and
constitute the majority of the workload of Forward Planning staff.
Continue to make progress on resolving Unfinished Housing Developments and
Derelict Sites
Assist in the identification of key opportunity sites for social housing provision
Input into various and emerging tourism and amenity projects/initiatives
Strategic Housing Developments – pre‐planning meetings and formal
consultation with An Bord Pleanála
Strategic Infrastructure Developments – pre‐planning meetings, formal
consultation with An Bord Pleanála and preparation of Chief Executive’s report
to the elected members.
Managing the electronic submission of planning applications through the roll
out of the National e‐planning Portal
Undertake Part 8’s particularly in relation to Greenways
Implementation of Offaly’s Vacant Homes Action Plan
Completion and implementation of Offaly’s Vacant Sites Register
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TOURISM
2019 was a great year for tourism in Offaly with many new and exciting initiatives taking place.
The Tourism Officer continues to work in partnership with Offaly Tourism Marketing (CLG), in
developing and promoting Offaly’s unique brand 'Ireland's Hidden Gem', to both domestic
and international tourism markets;

Summer Marketing Campaign
Visit Offaly ran it’s very first national media promotional campaign over a number of weeks
in the Summer 2019 in order to build awareness and target potential markets. The campaign
included an advert on all of the RTE radio channels and a promotional slot on the very popular
Virgin Media’s ‘Ireland AM’ show. The campaign was very well received and is something that
will be built upon in 2020.

Shane Lowry Homecoming
A hero’s welcome was given to Shane Lowry on his great win at ‘The Open’ in July 2019. Offaly
Tourism played a large part in the organising for the event and Offaly gained huge exposure
with both national and international media coverage on the days surrounding Shane’s great
win. Photography & videography from the day were used on social media sites to further
increase exposure for the ‘Visit Offaly’ brand.

49th Irish Hot Air Ballooning Championships
The Hot Air Ballooning Championships returned to Birr for the second consecutive year in
2019. This novel event created a great interest and Offaly Tourism/OCC was proud sponsor.

Tullamore Show
Once again, Offaly Tourism in partnership with the Local Enterprise Office hosted the ‘Offaly‐
Ireland’s Hidden Gem’ pavilion at the Tullamore Show in August 2019. The event is an
important opportunity to showcase the very best of Offaly. Being Ireland's largest one‐day
agricultural show, with over 60,000 attendees, it is an excellent platform to promote and
market Offaly to a large audience. This year the ‘Offaly‐ Ireland’s Hidden Gem’ pavilion got a
face lift, with a new look exterior that was very attractive and drew visitors to the pavilion to
savour all things ‘Offaly’.

Digital Marketing
Offaly Tourism continued to grow its social media presence in 2019, with Facebook, Instagram
and Twitter accounts using the #visitoffaly. The total number of followers on social media
channels increased to over 10,500; 66% increase year‐on‐year. The Visit Offaly website
continues to offer visitors the most comprehensive guide to County Offaly including an events
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page with monthly updates on ‘what’s on’ in the region. Quarterly e‐zines are now being
circulated to our ever increasing mailing list.

Competitions
Competitions are a great way to stimulate interest in and in 2019, Offaly Tourism successfully
ran a number of competitions offering attractive prizes throughout the year including;
Tullamore show, 49th Irish Hot Air Ballooning Championships, Ireland AM, Offaly Passport,
Halloween & winter photo competition.

Trade Shows
‘Visit Offaly’ attended a number of trade shows in 2019. The Holiday World Show, Ireland’s
premier holiday show was held in January and Offaly exhibited for the first time in many years.
Other shows included the National Ploughing Championships & the 50+ shows in Dublin &
Galway.

Tourist Office
With great anticipation Offaly Tourism opened the doors of the Tourist Office in May 2019.
The Tourist Office is in a prime location in O’Connor Square, Tullamore, is open 6 days a week
Monday – Saturday 10.00am – 5.00pm. We are assisted in the staffing of the office by a team
of dedicated volunteers. Over 1,400 visitors have passed through the doors of the Tourist
Office to date, offering a valuable service to visitors and local alike.

Outlook for 2020
2020 promises to be another exciting year for Offaly Tourism, there is much to look forward
to including;
Slieve Bloom Mountain Bike Trials – It is hoped that the first phase of the trails will be opened
in early 2020 and this fabulous resource will be launched and added to Offaly Tourism’s
product portfolio for marketing and promotion.
Grand Canal Greenway – Work is continuing on the Grand Canal both East and Westwards,
Offaly Tourism are excited as work progresses and will be making arrangements to launch the
next phase and promote accordingly in 2020.
Clonmacnoise Masterplan – OPW has announced the undertaking of a comprehensive new
masterplan for this famous historic Site, in partnership with Fáilte Ireland, Department of
Culture Heritage and the Gaeltacht and other stakeholders. Offaly Tourism are looking
forward to a bright future for this much loved heritage site.
50th Irish Hot Air Ballooning Championships – Birr is delighted to have been chosen once
again host the Irish Hot Air Ballooning Championships in September 2020 for the third
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consecutive year. It is the 50th year of the ballooning championships and the event will
coincide with Birr Castle’s 400th Birthday. Visit Offaly & OCC has once again provided
sponsorship for this event to return to Birr and we will be preparing for an action packed week
of events.

HERITAGE
Heritage Office Report 2019 by Amanda Pedlow, Offaly Heritage Officer
The Heritage Office works with the Offaly Heritage Forum to deliver the Offaly Heritage Plan
2017‐22. The forum meets four times a year and is made up of people from state agencies,
council staff and NGOs. The human resources of the forum are very valuable, providing
advice, contributing to projects and
leading awareness events. The
Heritage Council provides funding
towards the running of the Heritage
office (25%) and also gives an
allocation towards the delivery of
the Offaly Heritage Plan. The
heritage office has one full time
officer.
Offaly Heritage Forum members at their quarterly meeting, Gloster House Folly.

Heritage Council Funded Projects ‐
Funding from the Heritage Council of €23,000 was received in 2019 towards two projects in
the Offaly Heritage Plan: the archives programme in conjunction with Offaly Library Service
and Offaly History and the removal of Himalayan balsam invasive species from the Camcor
and Little Brosna catchment.
Archives – The County Archive Building developed by Offaly History and supported by Offaly
County Council in the Axis Business Park is full fitted out and the archives from both
repositories are being transferred. Work continues to develop the county archive service
website www.offalyarchives.com which hosts catalogues and certain digitised material.

National Biodiversity Plan funding of
€16,000 was received from the Dept
CHG and was allocated towards the
delivery of the All Ireland Pollinator
Plan; supporting Tidy Towns in natural
heritage projects; nest boxes for the
swift population and the removal of
invasive Himalayan balsam.

Geashill Tidy Towns 24 hour Bioblitz recording the number of
species in the village and raising awareness of biodiversity
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Japanese Knotweed ‐ Work continues to combat this destructive plant and to try and contain
it, involving annual treatment and a mapping programme along with contacting private
landowners where the species is noted.
Decade of Centenaries funding of €10,000 was received in 2019 and was allocated to the
preparation of archives from the period; lecture on the military archives for the period 1916‐
23; essays on the period for the Offaly History Society Journal and the conservation of
Lancelot Studholme’s unique 6.6m memorial cross.
Medieval Churches and Burial Grounds ‐A maintenance programme has been put in place for
medieval churches that have been conserved including Lynally, Lemanaghan, Drumcullen,
Kilbride Clara, Croghan and Roscomroe to monitor and keep them in good repair. This is
greatly assisted where volunteer groups are active such as at Lemanaghan where there is a
weekly work group.
Tidy Towns – Information evenings for the Offaly Tidy Town Network were held along with
one to one mentoring and assistance with entry forms. There was great success with
Tullamore and Geashill winning gold medals, Birr silver and Clonbullogue retaining their
bronze. Geashill won the county title and is now only 3 points from the national winner. For
the first time 3 special awards were won in Offaly; Geashill won the national Pollinator Award,
Birr won the RIAI Fenestration Award and Ferbane won the Tree Council Award.
Public Realm and Town and Village Renewal ‐ The Heritage Officer is part of the OCC in‐house
working group for Town and Village Renewal projects and is particular involved in the delivery
of the Croghan Hill project and the public art for Geashill.
Creative Ireland ‐ Creative Ireland 2017‐22, places creativity at the centre of public policy
focusing on projects that are collaborative involving the arts, heritage and libraries with
strong community reach. The Heritage Officer is involved in the Creative Ireland OCC working
group along with the Arts Office, Library Service,
Corporate Services, Community and Local
Development and the Architect’s office. In 2019
€111,750 was received under this programme.
Key projects were progressing the working group
to manage Lough Boora Sculpture Park; support
for OFFline Birr Animation project; development
of a library workshop panel for the branch
libraries; conservation of the folly at Ballycumber
House; allocation towards the development of the
Vintage Luminaries projection at John’s Hall, Vintage
Week, August 2019
Offaly Archives Service; support for Vintage
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Luminaries as part of the Vintage Week; development of the Battle of Geashill sculpture and
a creative community grant scheme.

Publications
The Mary Ward (1857) reprint was launched in Birr in August with its Ferbane launch as part
of the Annual Offaly Heritage Seminar on 15 November. The Pollogh Heritage Group are
working to get their book on Pollagh Brick due to be launched in 2019. Two memorial
recording books were published, one with Killoughey memorials by Breda Condron and the
second on Kilmanaghan by Michael Carton. The Buildings of Ireland architecture series
Laois/Offaly/Kildare volume by Andrew Tierney was published by Yale.

Heritage Awareness
The Offaly Naturalists’ Field Club programme is co‐
ordinated through the Heritage Office and sixteen events
were held throughout the year. This helps build the team
interested in learning about and recording biodiversity in
the county.

Heritage Week is co‐ordinated by the Heritage Office with
the majority of the 40+ events planned and delivered by
community groups over the 9 day week in August.

Annual Offaly Heritage Seminar ‐ The annual heritage
seminar is planned for 15 /16 November in Tullamore
with field trips to vernacular architecture sites, the new
County Archive or to the Battle of Geashill sculpture. This
seminar reports back to the general public on progress
with heritage projects during 2019. It is open to all and
free.
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ARCHITECTS DEPARTMENT
The Architects Department provides a cross departmental service throughout the County
Council and Municipal Districts, particularly in areas of Housing, Planning and Conservation.
The Architects Department continues to make a significant contribution to the County
Development Plans in the running of the Record of Protected Structures and the upkeep of
the multifaceted database. This also includes the considerable number of ongoing owner or
prospective queries and Section 57 Declarations. Advice and assistance is also given to many
community groups regarding proposals for the upkeep or re use of existing protected
structures.

Built Heritage Investment Scheme
The Architects Department seeks to promote the Built Heritage of Offaly outside of the county
and highlight the importance of funding with the Department. In December 2018 Offaly
County Council advertised the BHIS 2019 for conservation projects in the county. We received
approval by the Department for 28 applicants with a total allocation of €79,000. 10 applicants
withdrew from the scheme and 1 applicant was moved from the reserve list to the approved.
Works were carried out throughout the year and 19 projects successfully completed. Projects
varied from roof repairs, window repairs including stained glass and general stabilisation
works. Towards the close of the scheme, we were in a position to take on an extra €10,900
from the Department, giving overall funding of €89,900. Payments have all been issued to the
applicants with administration assistance from Planning.

Dunkerrin Church – Molloy Stained Glass repair
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Historic Structures Fund
Offaly County Council submitted four applications to the Department in March 2019 for
possible approval. Cangort Park House, Shinrone received a grant of €40,000 for repairs to
the roof and the Keep Gate in Birr received €45,00 for repairs.

Cangort Park – roof repairs underway

The Keep Gate, Birr – internal repairs
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Housing
The Architects Department provides advice and assistance to the Housing Department as
required, in particular in the area of sketch designs and master planning for new housing
schemes.

Planning
The Architects Department continues to deal with all planning applications to Protected
Structures, providing a report with historical research, mapping and site photographs for
planning. Pre planning meetings and advice are provided as required and Enforcement
assistance. GDPR – Provide Conservation section for Planning Office
Advice is also provided where required on large pre‐plan and planning applications in the
county, housing, public or commercial properties.
CDP Review –assisting planning with CDP 2020 Review. Working on the Record of Protected
Structures and preparing reports for proposed additions and deletions, 30 to date; (Site visits,
research etc.).
Urban and Village Renewal – Sketch designs for proposed applications and assistance with
cross‐departmental team. Working with the area office when projects are approved to
proceed.
URDF and RRDF – Working with a cross departmental team on applications for Edenderry,
Birr and Tullamore. Providing mapping, sketch proposals augmenting final applications.

Municipal Districts
The Architects Department works closely with the Municipal Districts on specific projects as
they arise.
Birr – Sketch Masterplans for recently purchased sites and proposals for relocated facilities.
Tullamore Community Arts Centre –The Architects Department form part of the Build Group
dealing with the consultants and the Board in relation to proposals for the new arts centre.
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Edenderry ‐ Possible new library project in Edenderry assist County Librarian and Arts Officer
on brief. Liaise with consultants regarding masterplan for Edenderry.

Heritage Office
Working with the Heritage Office on a number of projects including being part of the Heritage
Forum. Carrigeen Thatch – assist Heritage office with project and documentation.

Creative Ireland
Part of the Creative Ireland Team in Offaly, assist with the creation of the 2019 Plan and
implementation, attend meetings and project launch. Liaise with team on consultation days
and in the draft five‐year plan. Work with owner of Ballycumber Folly and consultant on
conservation repairs with funding of €15,000 from Creative Ireland; continuing on with CI
funding based on the follies book Flights of Fancy.

Page 70 | 70

