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SATURDAY 13th AUGUST, 1-2pm and 3.30-4.30pm 
SUNDAY 14th AUGUST, 1-2pm and 3.30-4.30pm 

 Carrigeen Farmhouse Tours  
The 2019 Heritage Hero Award  Winners 
are delighted to welcome back visitors to 
this uniquely surviving vernacular family 
home featured  in  Claudia  Kinmonth’s 
‘Irish Country Furnishing and Furniture 
1700-2000’ due to the wonderful range of 
interior fixtures and fittings. The tours on 
Saturday and Sunday will feature baking 
bread on the hearth. 

Venue: Carrigeen Farmhouse, Five Alley, Birr 
Organiser: Annemaria Egan 
Booking: annemaria.egan@gmail.com 
Telephone: 087 6989650 P 

PARTIAL 

 

SATURDAY 13th AUGUST, 4-6pm 

 Walking through the Heritage of Banagher Town  
A gentle ramble (from St. Rynagh’s old Church 
and graveyard to Banagher Bridge) along  
Banagher’s streetscape sharing the town’s past 
history, discussing current initiatives and future 
horizons for the town’s heritage. The drawing 
shown is by Donal Burke of the Crannóg Pottery 
gate in Banagher, created by master craftsman 
Dan Edwards and currently the subject of a 

much needed restoration initiative. 
Venue: Banagher Library Car Park, R42 XY40 
Organiser: Kieran Keenaghan & James Scully, Offaly History 
Email: jsmeelick@gmail.com 
Telephone: 085 7107569 

PARTIAL 
 

SATURDAY 13th AUGUST, 6-8pm 
 Women, the Arts and the Country House  

Join us at Corolanty House for an 
evening of insights and discussion 
on the role of women in the country 
home, and explore how ‘The Arts’ 
were used to express individuality 
and independence in a male 
dominated world. 

 
The evening will be hosted by Sculptor Siobhán Bulfin-Webb and 
Ger Murphy. 
Venue: Corolanty House, Corolanty, Shinrone, R42 XN62 
Organiser: Siobhán Bulfin-Webb 
Booking: clareenhouse@hotmail.com P 
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SUNDAY 14th AUGUST, 4-4.30pm 

 Crotty Schism Tour  
A look back at the Ireland of 1820 to 
1850 when we were one of the poorest 
countries in Europe, suffering from 
severe unemployment, living in 
Hovels with potatoes as the mainstay 
of diet and the poor were The Tools 
of Their Priests. The people of Birr 
took part in the largest ever Schism 
in the Catholic Church when 99% of 
Birr Catholics changed their Religion. 
Armed Combat, Cup Tossing, beatings 
and drubbing, excommunication 
were the order of the day. 

Venue: Crotty Church & Maltings Buildings, Castle Street, Birr, R42 CH61 
Organiser: Eoin Garry 
Email: garryeoin@hotmail.com 
Telephone: 086 3286277 

FULL 
 

SUNDAY 14th AUGUST, 6.30-7.30pm 

 Lemanaghan Monastic Site Heritage Tour  
Lemanaghan Monastic Site, 
located near the boglands 
at Lemanaghan, between 
Ballycumber and Ferbane 
was founded by St. 
Manchan in the 7th century. 
The locals will guide visitors 
down a 150 metre stretch 
of the pilgrim path to St. 
Mella’s Cell. This peaceful 
setting is rich in history 
and good for the soul. On 
the return trail, locals will 
discuss the folklore and 
stop at St Manchan’s holy 
well which is reputed to 
cure all kinds of ailments. 
Last, but certainly not 
least,    the    architectural 

significance of St Manchan’s Church will be explored before finishing 
up in the old school house with some light refreshments. The historic 
event will start at 6.30pm immediately after the annual blessing  
of the graves in Lemanaghan graveyard. Mass at 6pm for anyone 
wishing to attend. 
Venue: Lemanaghan Monastic Site, Ballycumber, R35 HR61 
Organiser: Lemanaghan Bog Heritage & Conservation Group 
Telephone: 086 3320269 
Email: lemanaghanboghcg@gmail.com 
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Killeigh Church of Ireland Church: One of Ireland’s 
early monastic sites - Viewing 

 
SUNDAY 14th AUGUST, 8-10pm 

 Carrigeen Farmhouse Traditional Music Night  
The 2019 Heritage Hero Award Winners are 
delighted to welcome back visitors to this 
uniquely surviving vernacular family home 
featured in Claudia Kinmonth’s ‘Irish Country 
Furnishing and Furniture 1700-2000’ due 
to the wonderful range of interior fixtures 
and fittings. The Sunday evening traditional 
music session will be a special occasion. 

Venue: Carrigeen Farmhouse, Five Alley, Birr 
Organiser: Annemaria Egan 
Booking: annemaria.egan@gmail.com 
Telephone: 087 6989650 

PARTIAL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MONDAY 15th AUGUST, 2-5pm 

The site of a Franciscan monastery, 
founded in the 6th century and an 
Augustinian Friary established in the 
12th century, Killeigh has a long history 
of being a place of religious significance. 
Explore the remains of the abbey, read 

about its history, and soak up the atmosphere of centuries of prayer. 
This is a drop-in event with information for adults, an I-spy sheet for 
children and a display to be enjoyed by all. 
Venue: Killeigh Church of Ireland Church R35 P786 
Organiser: Reverend Fran Grasham 
Telephone: 083 8263792 
Email: fran.grasham@gmail.com 
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MONDAY 15th AUGUST, 11am-12.30pm 

 Tullamore River Wetland Walk  
A guided walk through the new 
Tullamore River constructed wetland 
being developed by Offaly County 
Council. This tour will examine  the 
role of the wetland and the emerging 
habitat. 
Venue: Meeting at Tullamore Fire 
Station R35 E821 
Organiser: John McNally, 
Offaly County Council 
Booking: jmcnally@offalycoco.ie 
Telephone: 086 1718515 

P 
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Kilcormac - Capturing Our Story - Oral History 
Recordings Presented 

 
MONDAY 15th AUGUST, 7-8.30pm 

Irish Life and Lore was set up in 1990 
by Maurice and Jane O’Keeffe of 
Tralee, Co. Kerry for the purpose of 
recording in audio and archiving oral 
history in Ireland. They have been 
working with Kilcormac Development 
Association to record the  stories 
and memories of a number of local 
people. The recordings capture 
memories of life as it was lived in 

earlier days in the home, the workplace, the farm and the bog and 
excerpts will be played on the night 
Venue: St. Josephs’s Community Centre, Kilcormac, R42 X894 
Organiser: Kilcormac Development Association 
Telephone: 057 9135445 
Email: info@kilcormacda.ie 

 

TUESDAY 16th AUGUST, 10am-1pm 

 No. 6 High Street, Tullamore – Open Day  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No. 6 High Street, Tullamore, is one of the oldest continuously occupied 
period homes in Tullamore. The building’s numerous occupants, 
including; Saddlers, Judges, Lawyers, Doctors, Bankers and 
Shopkeepers represent in themselves a tapestry of the history of 
Tullamore’s development throughout the ages. Spaces limited. 
Venue: No. 6 High Street, Tullamore 
Organiser: George Ross 
Booking: 086 8447677 or 
No6HighStreet@gmail.com 
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New Light on Irish County Map-Making in the early 
19th Century - tracings from William Larkin’s map 
of King’s County/Offaly, c. 1808 

 
TUESDAY 16th AUGUST, 6.45-8.30pm 

 
 
 
 
 

Image Credit: 
Paul Francis, 
reconstruction drawing 2018 

 

In the early 17th Century, South Offaly was at the centre of a thriving 
glass making industry. Today, the wood-fired glass furnace, in the 
aptly named townland of Glasshouse, is the only upstanding furnace 
to survive in Ireland, Britain and France. Reflecting its unique 
survival, in 2018 the 17th century furnace was conserved as part of 
the European Year of Cultural Heritage work with Creative Ireland 
funding. Join renowned  archaeologist Caimin O’Brien onsite as  
he shares his research into this unique aspect of our built material 
culture, the origin of glass making and what events internationally 
acted as an impetus for this industry in Ireland. 
Please note: Meeting at and departing from Shinrone Community 
Centre at 6.45pm for arrival at site for 7pm • By own transport to 
the site: Parking is very limited - car pooling encouraged please 
• The Glass Furnace is on private  farmland • You  are encouraged  
to wear weather appropriate footwear • Meeting for refreshments 
afterwards. 
Venue: Shinrone Community Centre Carpark - The Green, Shinrone, 
Birr, Co. Offaly, R42 KD51 
Organiser: Shinrone Heritage Group 
Telephone: 087 101 5991 
Email: clareenhouse@hotmail.com 

 
TUESDAY 16th AUGUST, 8-9pm 

Join us on Zoom to hear Dr Arnold 
Horner discuss the history of 
mapmaking in Offaly, and his 
appraisal of the newly donated and 
specially conserved sketch maps 
of William Larkin, the nineteenth 
century surveyor. Dr Horner is the 
author of many books including 

‘Mapping Offaly’ which also concerned the work of William 
Larkin. The maps will be on display in Offaly Archives on Friday, 
19 August (see separate event listing). 
Organiser: Offaly History 
Telephone: 057 9321421 
Email: info@offalyhistory.com for zoom link 
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From buds to bees: pollinators and their 
interactions with plants at Birr Demesne 

 
WEDNESDAY 17th AUGUST, 11am-12pm and 2-3pm 

Join Dr Dara Stanley on a walk 
through the Gardens to explore the 
ecology of insects, their relationship 
to plants, humans, the environment 
and other organisms, and the 
interactions between them. The 

ecology of these organisms and the pressures they face, 
can offer some interesting learnings for humans, informing 
environmental policy and biodiversity conservation. Dara is a 
Lecturer in Applied Entomology in the School of Agriculture 
and Food Science, and Earth Institute, at UCD. Her broad 
research interests span biodiversity, ecology, conservation and 
sustainable agriculture. 
Venue: Birr Castle Demesne, R42 V027 
Organiser: Birr Theatre & Arts Centre 
Booking: www.birrtheatre.com 
Telephone: 057 9122911 

As part of the Futures Lab initiative 
supported by the Creative Ireland 
Programme in partnership with 
Offaly County Council. 

P 
 

WEDNESDAY 17th–SUNDAY 21st AUGUST, 2-6pm 

 The Auld Haggert  
Step  back  in  time  at  the 
Auld Haggert where you will 
discover up to 100 items of farm 
machinery on  display.  There 
are various forms of transport 
ranging  from  horse  drawn   to 

vintage motorised vehicles with lots of interesting stories behind 
each item in the collection. 
Venue: The Auld Haggert, Old Dublin Road, The N6 Newtown, 
Horseleap, R37 EW96 
Organiser: James Larrigy 
Telephone: 086 1290906 
Email: kgray@offalycoco.ie 

 

WEDNESDAY 17th & Saturday 20th AUGUST, 2-4pm 

 Bloomfield Mausoleum  
Borrisnafarney Church and the 
Bloomfield Mausoleum (the Bloomfields 
of nearby Loughton House) will be open 
for viewing following the conservation 
of the mausoleum organised by the 
Vestry in 2022. This conservation project 

was supported by a grant from the Built Heritage Investment 
Scheme, Creative Ireland and the Follies Trust. 
Venue: Borrisnafarney Church, Ballycormick, Moneygall, E53CR67 
Organiser: Borrisnafarney Church 
Email: borrisnafarney_vestry@outlook.ie 
Telephone: 086 2112985 
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Walk along the Camcor River and Syngefield 
Demesne with John Feehan 

 
WEDNESDAY 17th AUGUST, 7.30-8.30pm 

 
Rachel McKenna along with  some  owners 
of ‘God in a Bottle’, or Passion Bottles, will 
discuss the background, meaning and 
research into these wonderfully made 
wooden objects which symbolise  the 
Passion of Christ and are inserted into a 
glass bottle. Rachel is a Grade 1 conservation 
architect who has been researching 
vernacular architecture, fixtures and fittings 
in Offaly and whose book on this  subject 
will be published later in 2022. 

Venue: Offaly Historical Society Meeting Room, Bury Quay, 
Tullamore, R35 Y5V0 
Organiser: Offaly Heritage Office 
Booking: kgray@offalycoco.ie 
Telephone: 057 9346800 P 

FULL 

 

THURSDAY 18th AUGUST, 10.30am-12pm 

 

John Feehan will lead the walk along part of the Camcor River 
exploring the landscape and how it interacts with Syngefield 
Demesne. 8 hectares of the demesne is in Offaly County 
Council’s ownership and Heritage Officer, Amanda Pedlow 
will outline plans for its management to support biodiversity 
within the landscape demesne. 
Wear outdoor walking shoes, the terrain is uneven. 
Venue: Syngefield Industrial Estate, Syngefield, Birr, Co. Offaly 
Organiser: Heritage Office, Offaly County Council 
Booking: heritage@offalycoco.ie 
Telephone: 086 8530350 
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Family Biodiversity Talk with Pond Dipping at Birr 
Castle Demesne 

THURSDAY 18th AUGUST, 11.30am-12.30pm and 2.30-3.30pm 

Come join us at the lake in Birr Castle Demesne where we will 
explore the amazing aquatic life that lives below the surface of 
the still freshwater. Aquatic invertebrates are a very important 
indicator of water quality in the environment. Now more than 
ever we need to realise that even the smallest creatures in 
an ecosystem, as small as the tip of your baby finger, are so 
incredibly important. Prepare to be amazed by what we find and 
identify. Paid car parking on the street outside or in the public 
car park nearby. Suitable for children age 5 -12 years. All children 
must be accompanied by parent /guardian. 
Venue: Birr Castle Demesne, R42V027 
Organiser: Eugenie Larkin 
Booking: www.birrcastle.com 
Telephone: 057 9120336 
Email: reception@birrcastle.com 

THURSDAY 18th AUGUST, 2-2.30pm, 3-3.30pm, 4-4.30pm, 5-5.30pm 

 Visit Loughton House & Gardens 

Welcome to one of Ireland’s finest historic Georgian residences and 
gardens. Loughton House was built in 1777 on lands owned by the 
Pepper family and can be traced back to the Cromwellian period of 
Irish history. An additional antiquity – the ruins of the earlier tower 
house can be seen behind the main residence. Set in one hundred 
acres of park and woodland, there are several acres of stunning 
formal gardens. 
Venue: Loughton House, Moneygall, Co. Offaly, E53 WK16 
Organiser: Michael Lyons 
Booking: loughtonhouseireland@gmail.com, or call 089 4319150 
Entry Fees: Adults €5. Concessions; 
OAP/School-goers €4 Family Group €10 P 
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Two unique Geashill stories explored, Alderborough 
Nursery & Poet Egan 

 
THURSDAY 18th AUGUST, 6-8pm 

 Tour of Gloster House & Gardens  
Nestling at the foot of the 
Slieve Bloom Mountains is the 
stunningly beautiful and unique 
300-year-old  Gloster  House. 
It is surrounded by extensive 
gardens incorporating terraces, 
water features, woodland and 
lakes. Gloster House is a magical 
place. Gloster House is referred 
to  in  many  architectural and 

historical publications. The house has been extensively and sensitively 
restored in recent years, and has now retained its former glory. This 
tour will provide a unique insight. 
Venue: Gloster House, Brosna, Birr, Co. Offaly, R42 CH02 
Organiser: Tom Alexander 
Email: alexander@glosterhouse.com 
Telephone: 087 2342135 

 
THURSDAY 18th AUGUST, 8-9pm 

We look forward  to  welcoming  you 
to a celebration of the public  launch 
of two beautiful books exploring 
different aspects of life in Geashill in 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. For over 40 years a nursery in 
Geashill was famous all over the world 
for producing plant seeds and flowers, 

especially St. Brigid Anemones. Following many years of dedicated 
research, Anne and Tim O’Rourke have written a book, Alderborough 
Nursery Geashill, Offaly telling the fascinating story of the setting 
up of the nursery by William and Mary Reamsbottom. It traces the 
growth of the nursery, its successes in competition at home and 
abroad placing it at the heart of Irish horticulture and earning it an 
international reputation for quality. Through the lives of the people 
working in the nursery we get an insight into the challenges they 
faced at a time of political turmoil and great uncertainty in Ireland. 
These self-same social and political issues were also addressed in 
poetry and ballad by Edward (the Poet) Egan of the Meelaghans.  
In 2020 Anne and Tim O’Rourke along with Michael Byrne of Offaly 
History published a book of Egan’s humorous poems which will also 
be launched on the night. Tim will tell the story of the Alderborough 
Nursery and explore the common links between the two books as 
they paint vivid images of life in Geashill and across Ireland at that 
time. Tea and coffee will be served. 
Venue: St Mary’s Hall, Geashill, R35XV97 
Organiser: Geashill Tidy Towns 
Email: geashillttowns@gmail.com 

Telephone: 087 6305357 P 
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FRIDAY 19th AUGUST, 10am-4pm 

 Display of William Larkin sketch maps  
In 2021, Offaly Archives received a most interesting donation to its 
collections of a set of sketch maps of areas near Banagher, Birr and 
Ferbane, later identified as the work of the surveyor William Larkin 
dating from c.1809. The maps were very creased and difficult to 
handle but thanks to the Heritage Council, conservation work on 
these wonderful maps has been completed. You are invited to look 
at the original maps on display on Friday 19 August before they go 
into long term secure storage in Offaly Archives. 
Venue: Offaly Archives, Unit 1F Axis Business Park, R35 KF58 
Organiser: Offaly Archives 
Booking: archivist@offalyhistory.com 
Telephone: 087 9177588  

FULL 

 

FRIDAY 19th AUGUST, 2-4pm 

 Guided tour of Bellefield House and Gardens  
Bellefield House and Gardens are near 
Shinrone. The 18th century farmhouse and 
a variety of outbuildings were  restored 
by its late owner Angela Jupe. Angela’s 
passion was gardens and she set about 
transforming the derelict 2 acre walled 

garden into a beautiful ornamental garden, packed with plants and 
items she collected throughout her life. As custodians, the Royal 
Horticultural Society of Ireland, will offer a guided tour of part of the 
house and gardens. Please bring suitable footwear. 
Venue: Bellefield House Front Door, Shinrone, R42 NW82 
Organiser: Bellefield House and Gardens 
Booking: paultsmyth@gmail.com P 

 
FRIDAY 19th AUGUST, 3-5.30pm 

 White Beam Walk, Derrybeg Wood, Killeigh  
This walk aims to illustrate  how  forests  
can be managed while incorporating 
sustainability, promoting biodiversity and 
preserving our heritage. Specific to this 
walk we will be looking at our contribution 
to the conservation of our native 
Whitebeam – Sorbus Hibernica. One of our 
lesser known native trees which has been 
propagated here on this site, collecting and 

saving the seed. This process will be discussed in detail throughout 
the walk taking in all aspects this very rich and varied wildlife 
environment. Maximum of 20 people. 
Venue: Derrybeg Wood, Derrybeg, Killeigh, R35X840 
Organiser: Joe Deering, Offaly Naturalists’ Field Club 
Booking: joedeering4@gmail.com 
Telephone: 086 8162466 P 
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FRIDAY 19th AUGUST, 4-7pm 
 Discovering Seir Kieran Monastic Site – Tour & Talk    

‘Discovering Seir Kieran’ 
focuses on the unique 
history of one of the 
midlands most treasured 
archaeological monuments. 
Seir Kieran is a multi-period 
site dating from at least 
the 5th century, when a 
prestigious monastery was 
founded in Clareen. The 
event includes a full walking 

tour led by Prof. Muiris O’Sullivan (commencing from the Church of 
Ireland, Clareen). This tour will be followed by a series of short ‘ted- 
talks’ in Clareen Community Hall on research undertaken in the last 
year. This research includes geophysical surveys by Dr. Ger Dowling; 
a graveyard memorial study by Stephen O’Callaghan and progress 
of the 2022 conservation works at the site, funded through the 
Community Monuments Fund. Should the weather prove to be very 
poor on the day the full event will be delivered as a talk in Clareen 
Community Hall. 
Venue: Clareen Church of Ireland - followed by Clareen Community Hall. 
Organiser: Irish Heritage School 
Email: info@irishheritageschool.ie 
Telephone: 089 4276912 

SATURDAY 20th AUGUST, 4-6.30pm 

 Clara Music & Literary Festival  
Local Community groups connected by 
the River Brosna are coming together to 
celebrate the cultural and natural heritage 
of the river by hosting a Literary and 
Music Festival at Clara House, along the 
banks of the beautiful river Brosna. The 
event is hosted and coordinated by the 
Clara Heritage Society, and supported by 

the Tidy Towns groups from Ballycumber, Pullough and Ferbane. 
The festival will feature a performance from the Brosna Suite, 
composed by Carole Nelson in collaboration with local musicians 
and inspired by the river in 2021. Liz Kelly will feature on harp and 
violin, and other musicians are invited to join in. Celebrating the 
spoken word, an integral part of our culture, poetry will be recited 
by poets from across the region. Poems depicting life along the 
river, poems from the Hogan collection and poems chosen by 
individuals will feature. The event will be preceeded by afternoon 
workshops, where children will have the opportunity to explore 
music and the spoken word. Light refreshments will be served at 
the end. Though under cover this is an outdoor event. It will also 
be filmed and shared on social media. 
Venue: Clara House, Clara, R35 T2D2 
Organiser: Clara Heritage Society 
Email: claraheritagesociety@email.com 
Tickets: eventbrite.ie 12 
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A presentation and talk with the author of Historic 
Banagher Conservation, Interpretation and 
Management Plan 

 
SATURDAY 20th AUGUST, 11.30am-1pm 

Come join us at the Library in Banagher where 
the Author of Historic Banagher Conservation, 
Interpretation and Management Plan, Eoghan 
Broderick will do a presentation and talk about the 
plan. Copies will also be available on the day. 

Venue: Banagher Library, Harbour Road, R42XY40 
Organiser: Banagher Tidy Towns 
Telephone: 0876787403 
Email: banaghertidytown@gmail.com P 

FULL 

 

SATURDAY 20th AUGUST, 6-8pm 

 Photography Walk at Killaun Bog with Tina Claffey  
Tina Claffey, author of photography book 
‘Portal’, has gained much inspiration at Killaun 
Bog near Birr. She will lead a walk for a small 
number of photographers who would like to 
explore this site through Tina’s micro-lens 
perspective. This event is supported by Creative 
Ireland. Places are very limited. 

Venue: Meeting at the entrance to Syngefield Ind. Est., Kinnitty Rd, Birr 
Organiser: Tina Claffey 
Booking: kgray@offalycoco.ie 
Telephone: 057 9346800 

 
SUNDAY 21th AUGUST, 2-4pm 

 Guided Tour at Charleville Castle Open Day  
This very fine  early 
19th century Charleville 
Castle  will  be   open 
to the public with the 
main areas on view and 
guides to assist you. 
There is plenty of space 
and some sitting  areas 
– sit and admire the 
beauty  or  meander in 

the supervised areas. Public Transport to Tullamore is very good by 
rail and bus. The 2km walk to the castle is very relaxing. Cabs/taxis 
are available in Tullamore Centre and Irish Rail Station. 
Venue: Charleville Castle, Tullamore, Co Offaly, R35RP77 
Organiser: Dudley Stewart 
Email: dud@charlevillecastle.com 
Telephone: 087 9092593 P 
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SUNDAY 21st AUGUST, 2-4pm 

 Kinnitty Woods and Bridges Walk with Richard Jack  
Richard Jack has known the Kinnitty woods since he 
trained as a forester at the Castle long before it was 
a hotel! He will lead a walk through the woods and 
along the Camcor River to see the newly conserved 
suspension bridge and the other bridges which 
provided access to the historic landscape demense. 

Venue: Car park to the rear of Kinnitty Castle, Kinnitty, R42 CY50 
Organiser: Offaly County Council Heritage Office 
Booking: kgray@offalycoco.ie 
Telephone: 057 9346800/ 086 8530350 

SUNDAY 21st AUGUST, 4-6pm 

 Walk through 1,000 years of Geashill history  
A guided walk from the medieval ruins of Geashill 
castle, past the site of the Manor house and on to 
St. Mary’s Church. Reflect on the legends, uncover 
the family feuds and appreciate the significance of 
Geashill throughout the centuries. Learn about the 
Norman origins of Geashill Castle, the siege, battles, 

burning and destruction. Stories about Lettice FitzGerald who 
lived in the castle, description of the castle contents, the Manor 
House and Geashill Estate, St. Mary’s Church originally built by 
the Normans. There will also be a short service celebrating Irish 
hymn writers in the church at 3 o’clock. ALL WELCOME 
Venue: Meet at the entrance to Geashill castle on the Ballinagar Rd., 
concluding at St. Mary’s Church 
Organiser: Reverend Fran Grasham 
Email: fran.grasham@gmail.com 
Telephone: 083 8263792 
 

 
DAILY 10am, 11.30am and 1pm 

 Guided Tours of the interiors of Birr Castle  
Enjoy a rare opportunity to visit the 
magnificent interiors of Birr Castle, home 
to the Parsons family for over 400 years. 
Visit five main reception rooms with their 
exquisite  craftsmanship and vast  art and 

artefact collection, and hear about their incredible legacy including 
phenomenal achievements in science, astronomy, photography, 
engineering and botany. There will be free time to explore the Great 
Telescope, ILOFAR, the Science Centre, and 120 acres  of gardens  
and parklands after your tour. Tours run Mon-Sun for the duration of 
Heritage Week. Tours are suitable for age 12 plus only. Due to a number 
of steps up to the castle, this tour is not suitable for wheelchair users. 
Venue: Birr Castle Demesne, Birr, R42V027 
Organiser: Birr Castle Demesne 
Booking: birrcastle.com • Adult €20 
Telephone: 057 9120336 
Email: reception@birrcastle.com 
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Online Presentations 
released for Heritage Week 
Offaly History are releasing a number of recorded presentations 
and films during Heritage Week on their youtube channel and 
announcing them via Facebook and Twitter. 

 
The Making of O’Connor Square, Tullamore since the 
1700s: the buildings, business & people 
A PowerPoint presentation narrated by Michael Byrne explores 
the identities of O’Connor Square, Tullamore as part of a project 
to know and appreciate our distinctive town centres. This 
Streetscape project is in partnership with Offaly County Council 
and part funded by the Heritage Council. 

Exploring Castle Street, Birr:  the  buildings,  business  & people 
A PowerPoint presentation narrated by Michael Byrne explores 
the identities of Castle Street in Birr as part of a project to know 
and appreciate our distinctive town centres. This Streetscape 
project is in partnership with Offaly County Council and part 
funded by the Heritage Council 

A presentation on Offaly Historical & Archaeological 
Society, 1969-2022 
This is a new 20 minute video recording on the history of the 
Society with lots of interesting photos especially recorded for 
Heritage Week. 

Recording of the Pattern 9th June 2022 at Durrow 
This video will be launched as part of Heritage Week to mark the 
1500 anniversary of the Birth of St. Colm Cille. 

A presentation of the Birr poet John Frazer (J. de Jean) 
J. de Jean’ was the nom-de-plume of John Frazer (c. 1804–1852), a 
Presbyterian of Huguenot extraction, cabinet-maker and a native 
of Birr. As a young man he started writing poetry, and his first work 
– a lengthy poem entitled ‘Eva O’Connor’ was published in 1826 
(Richard Milliken, Grafton Street, Dublin). During the 1840s individual 
poems, increasingly expressing radicalised politics, appeared in the 
newspapers and periodicals of the day, many of which were featured 
in his collected works `Poems For The People` 1845 and `Poems` 
1851. This online presentation is to promote the first complete edition 
of his poems, edited by Terry Moylan, Pádraig Turley and Laurel 
Grube, which will be published in October of this year. The society 
would like to thank Offaly County Council and Creative Ireland for 
support for this important publication. 

 
Dr Christopher O’C Fitz-Simon: Album of Leinster 
Regiment photographs 
We explore the Leinsters’ peace keeping mission to Silesia and the 
Polish connection. 

 

Organiser: Offaly Heritage Centre 
Email: info@offalyhistory.com 
Telephone: 057 9321421 

See Offaly History 
youtube channel 
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National 
Heritage Week 

 
This brochure was 
compiled by the Offaly 
Heritage Office in Offaly 
County Council with 
events registered by 
14 July 2022. 

 
 

OFFALY LIBRARIES 
Check in with your local library for Heritage 
Week events. 

WWW.HERITAGEWEEK.IE 
Please check our website searching under 
‘What’s On - Offaly’ for any new postings 
since going to press. 

OFFALY HERITAGE FACEBOOK PAGE 
See for updates. 

HERITAGE@OFFALYCOCO.IE 
Email us with any queries. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISCLAIMER 
All events in this guide have been arranged by the individual 
promoters. Responsibility for all aspects of the events listed lies 
with the individual promoters. Details of the individual events 
should be verified in advance of visits by contacting the promoter. 
For all outdoor events please be mindful of Health and Safety 
issues, the weather and the ground conditions. Wear appropriate 
footwear and clothing. Stay with the group at all times. Children 
are the responsibility of the parent/guardian and must be 
accompanied at all events unless otherwise indicated. Please be 
aware that photography and video may be taking place at all 
events during Heritage Week for media and marketing purposes. D
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