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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

Blackthorn Ecology completed a project to record, communicate, manage and enhance wildlife in 
seven settlements in County Offaly.  The project commenced in January 2013 and ran through 

September 2013.  The project was managed by the Offaly Community Forum with funding from the 
Offaly Local Development Company.  The seven settlements that took part in the project were: 

• Birr 

• Clonbulloge 

• Edenderry 

• Ferbane 

• Geashill 

• Tubber 

• Tullamore 

There were three main objectives for the project: 

• Recording – surveying the biodiversity of Ferbane 

• Communicating – sharing this knowledge with the community 

• Managing & Enhancing – developing practical measures to conserve and enhance 
biodiversity  

Blackthorn Ecology worked with the Tidy Towns groups in each settlement during the course of the 

project, especially in developing measures to conserve and enhance wildlife. 

1.2 About This Report 

This report is a wildlife audit and a 
management plan for wildlife in 

Ferbane.   

Section 2 outlines the methods used 

to carry out the wildlife surveys and 
put together the biodiversity 

inventory.   

Section 3 provides an overview of the 
habitats, plants and animals in Ferbane 

and highlights the local biodiversity 
hotspots.   

Section 4 contains the biodiversity 
management plan.  This includes ways 

to conserve wildlife on an ongoing 
basis, a five-year management plan and a longer term vision for biodiversity in Ferbane. 

The Ferbane Biodiversity Inventory, a listing of all the plant and animal species recorded in Ferbane, 

is provided in Appendix A. 

The management plan and Biodiversity Inventory are living documents.  The Biodiversity 

Inventory needs to be updated regularly to keep track of changes in the different wildlife species 
present in the community so that the success of management measures can be evaluated.  The 

What is Biodiversity? 

Biodiversity is the variety of all living things on earth, 

including plants, animals, fungi and even microorganisms.  
Biodiversity includes the variation among members of a 

single species of plant or animal, the number and variety 
of species in a habitat, and the number and variety of 

habitats in a particular area.  We humans depend on 

biodiversity and the ecosystem services it provides as our 
life support system.  Ecosystem services include breaking 

down wastes and nutrient cycling, provision of food and 
pollination, flood regulation, air and water purification, 

opportunities for recreation and education, spiritual 
well-being and many others.  In this report, the terms 

wildlife and biodiversity are used interchangeably.  
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management plan also needs to be updated regularly as the long-term vision for Ferbane’s wildlife 

becomes a reality. 

1.3 About the Authors 

The wildlife surveys were carried out by consultant ecologists Dr George F Smith, Dr Tom Gittings 
and Ross Macklin, who also prepared the management plan in collaboration with Ferbane Tidy 

Towns.  George and Tom are members of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental 
Management. 

George is a plant ecologist with special interests in mosses and liverworts, habitat mapping, 
woodlands and peatlands.  Tom specialises in bird, invertebrate, wetland and woodland ecology.  

Ross is a freshwater ecologist with expertise in fish, aquatic invertebrates and plants, and riverside 

habitats. 
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2 METHODS 

2.1 Desk Study and Consultations 

We sourced existing information on the biodiversity of Ferbane from a number of sources.  
These included reports, maps and datasets.  Specific data sources we reviewed included: 

• Ordnance Survey Ireland (OSI) maps, including historical 1st edition 6-inch mapping 
from the 1830s and 25-inch mapping from the early 1900s 

• OSI aerial photographs 

• National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) maps and other information on areas 
specifically designated for nature conservation 

• The An Foras Forbatha report for Offaly (Farrell, 1972) 

• NPWS mapping data on habitats of conservation interest and records of species of 
conservation interest 

• Teagasc / EPA National Soils dataset 

• Geological Survey of Ireland bedrock geology dataset 

• National Biodiversity Data Centre records 

• Bat Conservation Ireland records 

• Botanical Society of the British Isles records 

• British Bryological Society records 

We also consulted several knowledgeable individuals and organisations listed in the 

Acknowledgements, who provided lots of helpful information on the wildlife of Ferbane. 

2.2 Field Survey 

The study area encompassed by the field surveys was generally the area of Ferbane within 
the 50 kph speed limit markers, to a maximum of 1 km from the centre of the settlement, as 

defined in the Tidy Towns Handbook (Tidy Towns Unit, 2010). 

2.2.1 Habitat Surveys 

We mapped the habitats in Ferbane as a baseline for the biodiversity management plans.  

We named and classified habitats following the Heritage Council system (Fossitt, 2000).  
Where there were habitats of conservation value at a European scale, we mapped and 

classified these according to the EU Habitats Directive list (Annex I) (European Commission, 
2007).  The habitat survey methodology followed the Heritage Council’s Best Practice 

Guidance (Smith et al., 2011).  In the field, we noted the location of different habitat types on 
paper baseline maps (OSI vector mapping), using aerial photography and historical (1st 

edition 6-inch) OS mapping as references.  We used GPS where required to aid in 
delineating habitat boundaries in the field and in recording the location of notable species or 

other ecological features.  After the initial habitat survey (Table 1), the habitat map was 

edited as needed during the plant surveys. 
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2.2.2 Plant Surveys 

We used the results of desk 

studies and habitat mapping to 
target a number of sites within 

Ferbane for more detailed 
recording of vascular plants, 

bryophytes (mosses and 

liverworts) and lichens.  We 
compiled comprehensive lists 

for each site.  Where 
necessary, we collected samples 

for microscopic examination 
and identification in the lab.  

The identification of species and 
their names followed the most 

up-to-date, widely accepted 

classifications (Paton, 1999, 
Smith, 2004, Smith et al., 2009, 

Stace, 2010, Jebb, 2012).  The 
conservation status of recorded 

species was assessed according 
to Red Data lists (Curtis and 

McGough, 1988, Kingston, 2005, Lockhart et al., 2012) and the Flora Protection Order, 1999 

and noted in the Biodiversity Inventory (Appendix A).  Species considered to be rare or 
otherwise notable in Offaly were also noted.   

We carried out plant surveys during two periods: 1) in May to record early-flowering higher 
plants, bryophytes and lichens, and 2) in July to record summer-flowering higher plants 

(Table 1). 

2.2.3 Invertebrate Surveys 

Given the huge diversity of the 
Irish invertebrate fauna, and the 

seasonality of the fauna, all 
invertebrate surveys are 

inevitably snapshots of a limited 

range of the overall diversity. 
The aim of our invertebrate 

surveys was to provide 
representative species lists of 

the more obvious invertebrate 
groups in each settlement, and 

to provide more detailed data 

What Are Invertebrates (and what are 

they good for)? 

Invertebrates are animals without backbones, and 
include a huge number of groups, such as insects, 

spiders, snails and slugs, and earthworms.  

Invertebrates make up the majority of Ireland’s 
biodiversity: over 60% of known Irish species are 

invertebrates, and it’s likely there are many, many 
more here that we don’t know about (National 

Biodiversity Data Centre, 2010).  Invertebrates play 
many important ecological roles, such as pollinating 

plants, breaking down dead matter, maintaining soil 

fertility, and providing food for birds, mammals, fish 
and other invertebrates.  Butterflies, dragonflies and 

many others are also beautiful creatures.  

What Is That Green Fuzz? 

Though everyone appreciates big, brightly coloured 

wildflowers, the beauty of smaller plants is often not 
appreciated simply because we can’t see them very 

well without a magnifying glass.  Mosses and liverworts 
are small plants that reproduce by spores rather than 

by seeds.  Instead of flowers, their spores develop in a 
round or cylindrical capsule.  Lichens are actually 

symbiotic organisms: a fungus and an alga living in 

partnership together.  The fungus provides the 
structure to protect the alga and the alga produces 

food by photosynthesis.  Mosses, liverworts and 
lichens often grow in environments that flowering 

plants find too challenging, like stone walls, wetlands 
and treetops, so they can escape competition from 

their bigger cousins.  They provide food and habitat 

for invertebrates, lining for birds’ nests and help 
regulate water budgets in bogs and wetlands among 

other ecological roles. 
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on selected habitats of interest in some of the settlements. 

The invertebrate surveys were carried out during two periods: 1) early summer and 2) late 
summer (Table 1).  In addition, any invertebrates noted during bird and plant surveys were 

also recorded.  

We carried out walkover surveys in which we recorded invertebrate species by direct 

observation and hand-netting. These surveys covered the amenity woodland walk and 
adjacent meadows at Ballylin and Gallen Wood and the railway bridge over the River 

Brosna. The surveys focused on highly visible, well-known invertebrates, such as 

grasshoppers, bumblebees, butterflies, ladybirds and dragonflies, as well as recording 
selected other groups (particularly hoverflies). We also noted habitat features of potential 

importance for invertebrates, such as veteran trees and south-facing, flower-rich banks. The 
surveys were carried out between 09:00-17:00 hours in warm (at least 20°C) and mainly 

sunny conditions, with durations of around 1.5 hours on each survey date. However, despite 
ideal weather conditions during the early summer visits, the level of invertebrate activity was 

very low. This may have reflected the very cold and wet weather up until that point. 

Ferbane was one of the three settlements selected for more intensive surveys because it had 

a range of interesting habitats and we were able to find secure locations for invertebrate 

trapping. We carried out Malaise 
trapping (one trap), pitfall trapping 

(two plots of five traps) and moth 
trapping (two trap-nights). We 

identified invertebrates in the 
following main species groups from 

the samples collected by these 

traps: ground beetles (Coleoptera, 
Carabaeidae), soldier beetles 

(Coleoptera, Cantharidae), 
hoverflies (Diptera, Syrphidae), 

soldierflies (Diptera, 
Stratiomyidae), snail-killing flies 

(Diptera, Sciomyzidae), bees and 
wasps (Hymenoptera, Apocrita 

Aculeata) and butterflies and 

macro-moths (Lepidoptera). We 
carried out the Malaise trapping 

and the moth trapping in south-
western corner of the Ferbane 

Wastewater Treatment Plant, close to the River Brosna. This location was selected as 
representative of the riverbank habitat in the vicinity of Ferbane, and it provided a secure 

location where traps could be left without being disturbed. We carried out the pitfall 

trapping in the amenity woodland walk area at Ballylin. One plot of pitfall traps was located 
in the centre of the woodland, while the other plot of pitfall traps was installed in the wet 

meadows to the north-east of the woodland. 

 

The Malaise trap in the grounds of Ferbane Wastewater Treatment 

Plant. Malaise traps catch flying insects and are very efficient 

methods of surveying a wide range of insect groups. They can 

sample species from a wide area, if they are located along suitable 

flightlines. The other trapping methods used were pitfall traps, 

which  uses plastic cups buried in the ground to catch ground-

dwelling invertebrates, and moth-trapping, which uses a UV light 

to attract moths 
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We evaluated the results of the surveys using information on species habitat associations 

(e.g. Bond and Gittings, 2008, Speight, 2008) and conservation status (e.g. Fitzpatrick et al., 
2006, Regan et al., 2010, Nelson et al., 2011).  We used this information to identify notable 

invertebrates recorded, and to identify habitat features important for invertebrates and 
assess the condition of these features. 

Species nomenclature follows Nelson et al. (2011; dragonflies and damselflies), Marshall and 
Haes (1988; grasshoppers and earwigs), Anderson et al. (1997; beetles), Chandler et al. 

(2008; flies), Ronayne and O'Connor (2006; bees and wasps), Waring et al. (2003; moths), 

and Regan et al. (2010; butterflies).   

2.2.4 Bird Surveys 

The aim of the bird surveys was to characterise the bird communities of the settlements. 
Within the time available for the survey it was not feasible to attempt to obtain 

comprehensive species lists. 

We recorded birds by using quantitative surveys and compiling species lists.  We made visits 

to Ferbane in winter (February) to cover wintering species, and spring (early May) and early 
summer (early June) to cover breeding species (Table 1). The spring and early summer visits 

were carried out early in the morning (from one hour after dawn to 09:00 hours). 

The quantitative surveys were based on the Bird Atlas 2007-2011 Timed Tetrad Visit (TTV) 

methodology.  This involves walking a route that samples the main habitat types within the 

study area, and counting all birds seen and heard within a fixed time period.  In the Bird 
Atlas methodology, the latter is one hour for a tetrad (2 x 2 km). However, if this time 

period was adjusted to be exactly pro rata for the size of the Ferbane study area, the time 
period would be very short. Therefore, for the purposes of this survey, we adjusted the 

time period to 50 minutes to reflect approximately the size of Ferbane, while allowing 
adequate time to cover the main habitats present. 

The TTV surveys were divided into four sections: the bank of the River Brosna along the 

edge of the Ferbane GAA grounds and along the Coole Castle road to the railway bridge; 
Gallen Wood (only covered in the spring and summer surveys); the Gallen Priory access 

road; and from the Community Centre, along the relief road, and along access road to 
Ferbane Wastewater Treatment Plant (only covered in the winter survey). 

We compiled species lists from the results of the TTV surveys, supplemented by any 
additional species recorded during other survey work.  In particular, we compiled a species 

list for the amenity woodland walk area at Ballylin (an area not covered by the TTV surveys). 
Evidence of breeding, nest site locations, roost sites and other relevant information was 

recorded. 

We assessed the potential of the habitats to support additional species, particularly species 
such as raptors and owls that may not be detected during surveys of limited duration. 

The results of the surveys were evaluated to identify the occurrence of species of 
conservation importance (amber and red-listed species; Lynas et al., 2007). 

2.2.5 Freshwater Surveys 

We surveyed aquatic biodiversity in the River Brosna which is the only major watercourse in 

the Ferbane study area.  The Grand Canal is situated to the south of town, but is outside the 
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Tidy Towns indicative area of 1 km from town centre (Tidy Towns Unit, 2010).  The 

methods employed included sampling aquatic invertebrates by sweep netting  the margins of 
River Brosna channel using a standard hand net (250 mm width, mesh size 500 micron).  

Aquatic invertebrates were surveyed by carrying out net sweeps of aquatic vegetation and 
river gravels. A composite sample was then analysed to species level where possible. We 

also recorded aquatic plants, using a grapnel to collect samples from deep water if necessary, 
but given the deeper water present in the River Brosna and levels of peat tannins, 

macrophytes were limited within the channel.  The grapnel however served to record  

submerged plant species that were not retrievable or visible from the surface. Additionally a 
fisheries and river corridor survey was undertaken at spot points on the Brosna 

downstream of Ferbane to evaluate fisheries value.  We identified samples collected in the 
field or on return to the lab. 

We assessed whether rare and/or protected (Foster et al., 2009, King et al., 2011, Nelson et 

al., 2011) fish and invertebrate species, such as Atlantic salmon, lamprey, white-clawed 

crayfish, aquatic beetles, damselflies and dragonflies, occur within the Ferbane area.  We also 
determined whether freshwater habitats of conservation interest were present. 

2.2.6 Bat Surveys 

We evaluated the suitability of habitat features, such as old buildings and trees, for bat 

roosts during the habitat and other field surveys.  During the evenings when moth trapping 

(see above) took place, we also recorded bats using a Bat Box III bat detector. The bat 
surveys were carried out from around 30 minutes before dusk to around two-three hours 

after dusk. The surveys covered the Ferbane Wastewater treatment Plant, the tree-lined 
edge of the Kilmore Demesne along Belmont Road, the River Brosna adjacent to Gallen 

Community School, and (during the August survey) the ruined church behind the 
Community Centre. 

Table 1. Field survey dates 

Survey Date(s) 

Winter bird survey 18th February 2013 

Habitat survey 15th March 2013 

Spring bird survey 2nd May 2013 

Spring plant survey 22nd May 2013 

Freshwater survey 25th May 2013 

Invertebrate surveys (Malaise trapping) 4th June-21st August 

Invertebrate surveys (Moth trapping) 4th/5th June and 15th/16th August 

Bat surveys 4th June and 15th August 

Summer bird survey 5th June 2013 

Invertebrate surveys (walkover) 5th June and 21st August 2013 

Invertebrate surveys (Pitfall trapping) 5th-26th June and 7th-21st August 

Fisheries and watercourse corridor survey 20th June 2013 

Summer plant survey 6th July 2013 
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2.3 Preparing the Biodiversity Inventory 

The Ferbane Biodiversity Inventory was created in Microsoft Excel spreadsheet format to 

tabulate the results of the desktop and field surveys (Appendix A).  The inventory lists all 
species known to be found within the Ferbane study area.  In addition to species names, the 

inventory also gives information on who, where and when the species was noted.  If a 
species was found in more than one place in Ferbane, it is listed more than once.  

Information on the conservation status of the species and other comments are also included 
in the inventory. 

The Ferbane Biodiversity Inventory is meant to be a living record, to be added to over time 

by Ferbane Tidy Towns, and so it is also provided in electronic format. 
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3 WILDLIFE OF FERBANE 

3.1 Overview 

A total of 512 plant and animal species have been recorded in and around Ferbane.  These 
are listed in Appendix A.  The habitats present in Ferbane are mapped in Figures 1-4. 

3.1.1 Habitats 

Ferbane and its environs are blessed with an abundance of high quality wildlife habitats.  Few 

other towns in Ireland have such a range of habitat types within a kilometre of town centre.  
The different environmental conditions provided by the diversity of habitats in the area 

significantly increases the number of local plant and animal species.   

The most important habitat in the area is Ferbane Bog, a raised bog right on the edge of 
town.  Ferbane Bog is of international conservation importance because there are very few 

relatively intact raised bogs left in Europe or the world.  For this reason, Ferbane Bog is 
formally designated as a Special Area of Conservation (SAC).  Raised bogs are wetland 

habitats that depend on rainwater rather than groundwater.  The wet and quite acidic 
conditions in bogs mean that only a certain specialised suite of plants, mainly mosses, can 

grow there.   

The River Brosna forms a natural 
wildlife corridor through town, 

helped by the presence of native wet 
woodland along much of it, especially 

to the east of the town centre.  
Native riparian – or riverside – 

woodland is now rare in Europe, 

which makes the woodland strips 
along the Brosna particularly 

valuable.  The river has been dredged 
in the past to prevent flooding, which 

has probably led to the loss of 
riparian wetland habitats in the past.  

There is, however, a small pocket of 
swamp and wet woodland that occupies a former river meander a little way to the west of 

the Brosna bridge.  Other wetland habitats around Ferbane include drainage ditches, which 

provide suitable conditions for wetland plants, frogs and invertebrates. 

Apart from the River Brosna riparian woods, the rest of the woodlands in Ferbane are 

mainly made up of non-native trees, such as beech and sycamore.  Although native trees and 
woods are generally better for biodiversity than non-native trees like beech, any sort of 

woodland cover can usually be good habitat for wildlife.  Also, veteran trees of any species 
can develop small habitat features, like rot holes, crevices and dead branches, that are of 

benefit to nesting birds, roosting bats, and fungi and invertebrates that rely on deadwood 

habitats.  Most fields around Ferbane are separated by hedgerows, which also provide a sort 
of substitute woodland edge habitat.  Most hedgerows are composed of hawthorn with 

 

A woodland canopy in Ferbane 
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some blackthorn and other shrubs like elder and bramble.  Occasional ash and other tree 

species can improve the structural diversity, and thus the wildlife value, of hedgerows.  
Hedgerows need regular, but not too intensive, management to reach their maximum 

biodiversity (see Section 4.1.3). 

Most of the grasslands around Ferbane 

are agricultural grasslands that have 
been more or less improved.  There 

are also some improved amenity 

grasslands, such as lawns, verges and 
sports pitches.  These grasslands are 

of little value for wildlife because they 
are highly managed and species-poor.  

Semi-natural grasslands on the other 
hand support a greater diversity of 

grasses and wildflowers and, in turn, 
invertebrates and other animals.  

Benefits to wildlife are greatest when 

grassland plants are allowed to flower 
and set seed, which provide nectar and other food for animals.  Semi-natural wet grasslands 

dominated by rushes, sedges and tussocky grasses are the most abundant type in Ferbane, 
including the former Cow Park at Ballylin.  One unintended benefit of dredging the River 

Brosna is that dry calcareous (lime-rich) grassland now grows on some of the low mounds 
of spoil along the riverbank.  Unimproved calcareous grasslands are uncommon in Offaly and 

can be rich in wildflowers and invertebrates. 

In the more built-up parts of Ferbane, old stone walls can be valuable wildlife habitats.  The 
Brosna bridge and most walls around town are either made of concrete or are too new to 

be good habitats.  Some walls around the ruined Church of Ireland and adjacent school, 
however, support a wide range of ferns, lichens and mosses. 

3.1.2 Plants 

We recorded a total of 255 plant species in Ferbane, including flowering plants, conifers, 

ferns, horsetails, mosses, liverworts and lichens.  There are certainly many more present 
that we didn’t find!  As would be expected, most plant species we found are common in 

small towns and rural settings across Offaly.  The diversity of different habitat types present 
in Ferbane and its environs, however, increases the species richness – or number of species 

– of the area.  These include many that are characteristic of natural habitats rather than 

towns and ordinary countryside, and some of these are detailed in Section 3.2 below. 

The most notable plant species we found in Ferbane is squirrel-tail moss, which was 

recorded in a sycamore woodland behind the Ferbane business park.  Its name comes from 
its appearance when dry: it grows with its leaves tightly pressed to the stem, resembling a 

squirrel's tail.  It is rare (but not threatened) in Ireland, partly because it is sensitive to air 
pollution.  The last time it was seen in Offaly was in Geashill in 1903, however, it is likely 

that it occurs undetected in other places in the county.  It lives on trees with base-rich bark, 

like ash and sycamore, and also on limestone rock.    

 

Ferns, white stonecrop and mosses on an old stone wall 
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3.1.3 Animals 

We recorded 14 species of ground beetles, 4 species of soldier beetles, 5 species of 

ladybirds, 39 species of hoverflies, 14 species of soldierflies, 11 species of snail-killing flies, 21 

species of bees and wasps, 66 species of butterflies and moths, as well as a range of species 
from other insect groups 

Two bumblebee species that we 
recorded (Bombus lapidarius and 

Bombus muscorum) are classified as 
near threatened in Ireland. Bombus 

lapidarius is sometimes referred to as 

the Red-tailed Bumblebee and is a 
distinctive black bumblebee with a red 

“tail” (although there is another very 
rare species, largely confined to the 

Burren, with similar colouration). 
While this species is still widespread in 

Ireland, it has disappeared from much 
of the countryside, due to intensive 

farming. Bombus muscorum, sometimes referred to as the Large Carder Bee, is an all-ginger 

species, distinguished from the common Bombus pascuorum by the lack of black hairs on its 
abdomen. It is a scarcer species than Bombus lapidarius, requiring extensive areas of flower-

rich open habitats. It is mainly a coastal species in Ireland, but with clusters of inland records 
in areas such as the Midlands bogs and the Burren. We also recorded a solitary bee species 

(Nomada panzeri) that is classified as near threatened in Ireland. This is a cuckoo bee which 
lays its eggs in the nests of other solitary bee species. There are also cuckoo bumblebees 

that are nest parasites of other bumblebees, and we had a tantalising glimpse of what 

appeared to be one of these species: Bombus rupestris. This species is a nest parasite of 
Bombus lapidarius. It is classified as endangered in Ireland and almost all the recent records 

are from the Burren and the Aran Islands. If its presence in Ferbane could be confirmed, this 
would be a very significant record. 

Perhaps the rarest invertebrate species we recorded was a small, black soldierfly Zabrachia 

tenella. This was first recorded from Ireland in 1978 (Speight et al., 1992), and there do not 

appear to be any other Irish records of it. However, it is a small inconspicuous and elusive 
species, so it is likely to be under-recorded. It appears to be associated with bark beetle 

galleries in recently dead pines (Stubbs and Drake, 2001). Several other scarce invertebrate 

species were recorded, including three hoverfly species (Epistrophe grossulariae, Melanogaster 

aerosa and Portevinia maculata) and five moth species (Bordered Beauty, Clouded Brindle, 

Double Lobed, Rustic Shoulder-knot and Small Clouded Brindle). 

The ground beetle, hoverfly, snail-killing fly and moth fauna recorded included a number of 

species associated with well-developed wetland habitat. These were mainly recorded from 
the Ferbane Wastewater Treatment Plant, with some species also recorded in the wet 

meadows habitat adjacent to the amenity woodland walk at Ballylin. Of particular note was 

the capture of Melangoster aerosa in the Malaise trap at Ferbane Wastewater Treatment 
Plant. This hoverfly is associated with high quality acid and alkaline fen habitats. The number 

 

Bombus muscorum 
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of individuals caught indicated that there is a localised population established very close to 

the Malaise trapping site. Also of interest was the occurrence of the snail-killing fly Sciomyza 

dryomyzina. This is a rare species in Britain and has been regarded as a rare species in 

Ireland, although recent surveys have found it to be more widespread in Ireland (Gittings 
and Speight, 2010). 

The TTV bird surveys recorded a total of 39 species, with a few additional species recorded 
from the amenity woodland walk area at Ballylin. These were mainly common species in the 

Irish countryside. Apart from Grey Heron, no riparian bird species were recorded. 

However, access to the river was very limited. The riparian habitat would appear to be 
suitable for Kingfisher, but the lack of marginal vegetation would limit its suitability for other 

species such as Moorhen and Teal. The wet meadows around the amenity woodland walk 
provide good habitat for scrub-associated species such as Whitethroat, Blackcap, Willow 

Warbler, Linnet, Lesser Redpoll and Reed Bunting. A cuckoo was also heard calling distantly 
from this area in early June. Other observations of interest included a small House Martin 

colony under the eaves of the Gallen Priory Nursing Home, with Swifts possibly also nesting 
here, and a Treecreeper observed in the linear conifer woodland along the Gallen Priory 

access road. While we did not record the species, Barn Owls have been recorded in this 

area by NPWS, and a local resident that we spoke to also mentioned the presence of Barn 
Owls. 

The bat surveys recorded high levels of bat activity in several locations. The ruined church is 
a potential roosting site. The structure was inspected in daylight and no obvious signs of 

roosting bats were found. However, Common Pipistrelles were recorded flying around the 
churchyard at dusk in the August survey, and while they were not directly observed 

emerging from the church, it seems likely that they were roosting in this area. In addition to 

the ruins of the church, the old school building has high potential for roosting bats. One 
Myotis bat (either Whiskered or Natterer’s) was also recorded in the churchyard at dusk, 

while Myotis bats were also recorded feeding in the tree-lined edge of the Kilmore Demesne 
along the Belmont Road later in the night during the June survey. Whiskered and Natterer’s 

Bats have very similar echolocation calls, and cannot be reliably separated using heterodyne 
bat detectors. Daubenton’s Bat was recorded along the River Brosna with intense feeding 

activity in the section adjacent to Gallen Community School. Daubenton’s Bat is associated 
with riparian habitats, where it feeds by skimming low over the surface of the water. It often 

roosts under bridges. We also recorded intense bat feeding activity of pipistrelles in the 

amenity woodland area at Ballylin, both within the woodland and around the edges of the 
woodland. The bats were echolocating at around 50kHz, which is intermediate between the 

typical echolocation frequencies of Common and Soprano Pipistrelles, so they could not be 
identified to species. 

3.2 Local Wildlife Hotspots 

The locations of local wildlife hotspots are shown in Figure 5 and in the habitat maps 

(Figures 1-4). 

Ferbane Bog 

Ferbane Bog is a large raised bog adjacent to the town of Ferbane, most of which is owned 
and managed by the National Parks and Wildlife Service.  Only the edge of the bog is within 
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1km from the town centre, i.e. the area considered part of a “town” under the Tidy Towns 

competition (Tidy Towns Unit, 2010).  Therefore, only species that are found at the bog 
edge are listed in the Ferbane Biodiversity Inventory (Appendix A).  As a whole, the bog is 

relatively intact and of very high conservation value, compared with other raised bogs in 
Ireland.  A recent survey of Ferbane Bog has found that it is drying out, however, due to the 

effects of past drainage and peat cutting (Fernandez Valverde et al., in press).  If the drying 
process is not stopped, then the unique assemblage of species and their raised bog habitat 

will be lost.  There are pine trees colonising the edge of the bog nearest Ferbane, which is a 

symptom of the bog drying out. 

The edge of Ferbane Bog is somewhat 

drier than the centre, as is typical with 
most raised bogs.  Ling heather and 

cross-leaved heath are abundant small 
shrubs, interspersed with common 

and hare’s-tail cottongrasses and the 
lovely yellow-flowered bog asphodel.  

Bog mosses (Sphagnum) are also 

common.  Two large lichens are also 
prominent, the bushy reindeer lichen 

and the striking devil’s matchstick. 

At the fringe of the bog proper is a 

strip of birch-dominated woodland 
with some rusty willow and Scots 

pine.  More bog mosses as well as glittering wood-moss and common tamarisk-moss can be 

found under the trees, alongside brambles, purple moor-grass and other plants of wet, peaty 
ground. 

River Brosna 

The River Brosna is a deep slow flowing river that connects Lough Ennel to the River 
Shannon at Banagher. The Brosna catchment is calcareous but also contains one of the 

largest areas of peat bog and active peat harvesting in the country, resulting in a major influx 

of peat silt and sediment into the river (O’ Reilly, 2002). The dark staining in the water has 
also caused a lack of plant vegetation in the deeper areas of the channel such as those in 

Ferbane. As noted above, it has been dredged in the past, which has produced relatively 
steep sides with little fringing vegetation apart from reed canary-grass on the riverbanks.  

Peat deposition arising from harvesting in the wider river catchment and channel dredging 
have invariably caused a decline in the condition of gravels for trout spawning. Nonetheless, 

it remains a very important river for brown trout that grow very large in the rich waters of 
the river. The Ferbane area, however, is more characteristically typical of a coarse fishery 

with deeper and slower moving water apart from very localised shallow riffle-glide zones. 

While brown trout are known to occur in the River Brosna downstream of Ferbane, roach, 
perch, pike and minnow are also present. The pike can grow very large and have been 

recorded over 30lbs in the lower reaches of the river.  Inland Fisheries Ireland have 
recorded Minnow, Perch, Roach, Pike, Eel and Gudgeon in the upper Brosna at Pollagh 

(Kelly et al., 2008).  The Brosna also has a small spring run of Atlantic salmon that have 

 

Papillose bog-moss 



Ferbane Wildlife Audit & Management Plan  Blackthorn Ecology  

 14

become rarer in the Shannon system following the construction of dams. Salmon are 

anadromous, meaning that they spawn in freshwater and return to the sea to feed and grow. 
Fish passes have been constructed on weirs throughout the river to facilitate the passage of 

salmon upstream. 

Other notable species present in the River Brosna include the white-clawed crayfish that 

have been recorded in the river near Ballycumber and Clara upriver. Crayfish are 
crustaceans with large claws which they use to feed on river invertebrates and vegetation. 

The species is protected. They occur in rivers that are limestone rich, such as the Brosna 

but are sensitive to river dredging and physical alterations to river habitat. It is possible that 
crayfish occur in the River Brosna at Ferbane given their presence upstream. 

The riparian woodlands that fringe the 
river in places are made up of ash, 

rusty willow, crack willow, alder and 
birch, with hawthorn and spindle 

growing in their shade.  The river rises 
significantly in the wintertime, which 

means that the lower trunks of the 

trees are covered in silt.  These 
conditions suit a small number of 

mosses that specialise in growing on 
silty trees, including many-fruited 

leskea and red beard-moss.  
Characteristic riparian woodland 

wildflowers that can be found here 

include wood dock, gipsywort and the delicately-flowered remote sedge.  Otters visit the 
riverside woods, as demonstrated by footprints seen during the field survey. 

Elsewhere along the river, the low mounds of spoil dredged from the river are occupied by 
semi-natural grassland habitats.  Where unmanaged, the mounds are occupied by vigorous, 

competitive species, like false oat-grass, creeping buttercup, creeping cinquefoil, bush vetch, 
broad-leaved dock and nettles.  Rusty willow and alder saplings are regenerating in places.  

Where grazed by cattle, a lower, more attractive calcareous grassland has developed, 
supporting such lovely plants as quaking grass, lady’s bedstraw and fairy flax. 

Apart from the woodland fringe, most of the river floodplain has either been developed or 

agriculturally improved. Nevertheless, the range of specialised wetland species recorded in 
the invertebrate trapping at Ferbane Wastewater Treatment Plant indicates that well-

developed wetland habitat with high invertebrate biodiversity occurs in the vicinity. The 
former river meander on the southern side of the river opposite the treatment plant 

appears to be the most likely location. 

Gallen Wood 

At the bend of the River Brosna to the east of town there is a mature beech woodland: 
Gallen Wood.  The understorey is sparse as a result of the dense shade that beech casts and 

also because of cattle grazing.  At the woodland edges, some native woodland of hazel, ash 
and hawthorn has sprung up.  Early spring wildflowers that bloom before the forest canopy 

leafs out are present, including lords-and-ladies, wild garlic and the brightly yellow-flowered 

 

Riparian woodlands along the River Brosna 
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lesser celandine.  Portevinia maculata, a scarce hoverfly species, occurs in this woodland. This 

species is a woodland specialist whose larvae develop in wild garlic. Another scarce 
woodland hoverfly, Epistrophe grossulariae, was also recorded here. 

Ballylin Amenity Woodland and Former Cow Park 

Behind the Ferbane business park is a small area of 
woodland.  The canopy trees are mostly the non-

native sycamore and European larch, but some 

native ash and pedunculate oak trees also grow 
here.  The woodland is open and grassy with little 

or no shrub layer.  Typical woodland wildflowers 
that can be found here include lesser celandine, 

wood dock, lords-and-ladies, wood avens, 
germander speedwell and enchanter’s nightshade.  

The footpath running through the wood is 
bounded on one side by a hedgerow that provides 

some needed structural diversity to the woodland 

edge.  As noted above, the rare squirrel-tail moss 
can be found in this woodland. Two ground beetle 

species (Calathus rotundicollis and Leistus fulvibarbis) 
typically associated with forest habitats were 

recorded here. The woodland also appears to be 
an important feeding habitat for bats with intense 

feeding activity of pipistrelles recorded in and around the woodland in the bat survey. 

However, the trees do not appear to be suitable for roosting bats, so it is likely that the bats 
are commuting to feed here from a roost site some distance away. Similarly, due to the 

condition of the trees, there may be a scarcity of nest sites for hole-nesting bird species. 

The former Cow Park adjacent to the woodland is mostly occupied by wet meadows rich in 

tussocky grasses, sedges and tall wildflowers.  Meadowsweet is abundant, named for its 
flowers that smell of sweet, new mown hay.  Other wildflowers are either tall, like purple 

loosestrife, or climb tall grasses, such as meadow vetchling, tufted vetch and marsh 

bedstraw.  These wet meadows 
support large populations of Réal's 

Wood White, a butterfly associated 
with rank meadows, where its 

caterpillars develop on meadow 
vetchling. This butterfly has the 

distinction of being one of the small 
number of Irish species that does not 

occur in Britain. The meadows also 

support good populations of Common 
Blue and Small Copper, two other 

butterfly species associated with 
unimproved grasslands. The flower-

rich character of these meadows is 

 

Ballyvlin amenity woodland 
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reflected in the large population of Bombus lapidarius, a near-threatened bumblebee species 

(with the possible occurrence also of Bombus rupestris, an endangered species). The damp 
character of the meadows is reflected by the presence of wetland ground beetle species 

(Agonum fuliginosum and Agonum gracile), although the soil appears to dry out during summer. 
The combination of rank grassland and patches of scrub provide good habitat conditions for 

a range of scrub-associated bird species. 

One formerly disturbed field has recently been cleared and reseeded with a commercial 

seed mix by Ferbane Tidy Towns.  The plant community there is still developing, but 

includes some of the species from the neighbouring meadows that have regenerated from 
the seedbank.  There are also a few patches of drier calcareous grassland that have 

developed on soil disturbed by road construction.  These patches can also be wildflower-
rich and include common spotted orchid, lady’s bedstraw and common knapweed. 

A drainage ditch lined in places with mature Scots pine trees forms the boundary between 
some fields.  Fool’s watercress is abundant here; other frequently occurring wetland plants 

include water mint, branched bur-reed, great willowherb and yellow iris.  Common darter, a 
handsome red dragonfly, and some wetland hoverfly species are also found in the area. 

Church of Ireland Ruins 

 Mature lime, beech, Douglas-fir and Lawson’s 

cypress trees occupy he grounds of the former 
Church of Ireland, now in ruins.  These trees, the 

surrounding stone walls and the shell of the church 
itself all combine to create a surrogate woodland 

habitat.  In the early spring, the graveyard is full of 

wild garlic (also known as ramsons), lords-and-
ladies, primroses and violets.  Inside the church is 

vigorous regeneration of ash saplings.  More wild 
plants typical of woodlands or hedgerows now 

growing within the church walls include common 
spotted orchid, wild strawberry, germander 

speedwell, wood false-brome, hart’s tongue fern, 

common tamarisk-moss and common striated 
feather-moss.  The church also supports a colony 

of Jackdaws, and may hold roosting bats (see 
above). 

A range of mosses, ferns and small plants occupy 
the stone walls around the church and the adjoining derelict schoolhouse.  These include 

white stonecrop, wall-rue and the white hair-pointed mosses wall screw-moss, grey-
cushioned grimmia and thickpoint grimmia.  Many mosses of stone walls have white hair 

points on their leaves to help conserve water.  The hair points reflect excess sunlight and 

help trap morning dew.   

 

 

Church of Ireland ruins 
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4 BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT PLAN 

4.1 Ongoing Actions 

4.1.1 Updating the Ferbane Biodiversity Inventory 

It is almost impossible to conserve biodiversity if we don’t know what we’re trying to 

conserve.  For this reason, it is important to keep records of what species are present in 
Ferbane.  Information on where and when plants and animals were found can be used to 

monitor changes in wildlife over time.  This will allow the success of wildlife management to 
be assessed.  For example, if management of an area is improved and more native 

wildflowers and butterflies are recorded there, then this is a good sign that management is 

working.  On the other hand, if species of conservation interest start disappearing from an 
area, then that could indicate that something is wrong and management should change. 

As a living record, the Ferbane Biodiversity Inventory will be maintained and added to over 
time by Ferbane Tidy Towns.  One member of the Tidy Towns committee will take 

responsibility to maintain and update the inventory, adding new species records generated 
by school or community projects, specialist surveys or the general public.  

4.1.2 Favouring Native Species 

As a general rule, native plant and 

animal species are usually better for 

biodiversity than non-native species.  
For example, oak trees support a 

greater diversity of invertebrates 
than non-native beech trees.  So 

management measures, such as tree 
planting, should aim to encourage 

native species1.  In a similar way, 

wildlife of local origin or provenance 
should be preferred over plants or 

animals from other places in Ireland.  
Plants and animals of local 

provenance may be better adapted 
to local environmental conditions or 

may have characteristics that are 
unusual elsewhere in Ireland. 

Commercially available “wildflower” 

seed mixes should not be used.  
“Wildflower” seed mixes are really only suitable for gardening and not for creating wildlife 

                                                

1 The Tree Council of Ireland website provides advice on Irish native trees and on selecting the right 
species for the site: http://www.treecouncil.ie/irishtrees/irishtrees.html.  The Forest Service provides 
grants for establishing new native woodlands (and other woodland establishment): 
http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/forestservice/grantandpremiumschemes/.  

What is a Native Species? 

Native plants and animals are those that arrived 

naturally in Ireland after the last glaciation.  The 
words non-native, introduced or exotic are used to 

describe species that have been brought in to 

Ireland by humans either intentionally or 
accidentally.  Examples of non-native species 

include beech, rabbit, pike and pheasant.  Some 
non-native species, like Japanese knotweed and 

mink, have become pests and damage native 
species and habitats; these are called invasive.  

Sometimes it can be difficult to tell if a species is 

native or if it was introduced long ago and has 
since become naturalised.  Examples of long-

established non-natives that are now considered 
harmless or valuable parts of natural ecosystems 

include common poppy, wild plum and alexanders. 
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habitats.  Many so-called “wildflower” seed mixes are full of species from Britain or 

continental Europe that are not native to Ireland.  Even where the seed mix contains only 
native or long-naturalised plants, the seeds themselves may not be Irish.  Also, most seed 

mixes rely heavily on wildflowers of disturbed or arable ground for colour and are not 
appropriate for establishing new natural habitats, like meadows.  When creating wildlife 

habitats, you should collect your own seed or green hay from local sources.  Diverse 
wildflower grasslands can also develop through natural recolonisation of disturbed ground, 

particularly on soils of low fertility (e.g. exposed subsoils, construction waste, etc.).  These 

grasslands may be particularly valuable for invertebrates, as they tend to have more diverse 
vegetation structure (including areas of low vegetation and bare ground) compared to 

planted grasslands.   

Some exceptions to preferring natives would include situations where non-native species are 

especially important for cultural or other reasons.  For example, if horse-chestnuts were 
always planted along a particular lane, then it would make sense to replace old, dead trees 

with horse-chestnut saplings.  Also, where new planting is being considered for an 
ornamental landscape area, non-native plants that provide good nectar supplies for insects 

would be appropriate. 

Finally, none of this is to say that non-native species should be ruthlessly exterminated 
(except for invasive problem species!), especially if a diverse native ecosystem has developed 

around them. In particular, many veteran trees are non-native species (beech, lime, horse-
chestnut, etc.) but are very valuable for many specialised invertebrates and lichens. 

4.1.3 Vegetation Management 

Hedge Trimming 

Under the Wildlife Acts 1976 to 2010, it is illegal to cut hedges between 1st March and 31st 

August.  This law is in place to protect nesting birds.  Although there are some exemptions 

to the law for things like health and safety, it is still good practice to not cut hedges during 
this period if at all possible.  Hedgerows should be trimmed every 2-3 years to keep them 

vigorous and stock-proof.  Only part of any hedge should be trimmed at one time so that 
haws, sloes and other fruits are available for wildlife.  Where possible, hedgerows should be 

let grow to at least 1.5m tall and trimmed to an A-shape with a bushy top.  Additional advice 
on hedgerow management is given by the Heritage Council (2002)2 and Teagasc (2009a, b)3.   

A Light Touch on Stonework 

Stone walls, bridges, headstones and other stonework can be valuable wildlife habitats, 

especially for smaller plants like ferns, mosses and lichens.  Small animals, especially bats, can 
find safe places to nest or roost in crevices in the stonework, while bridges are important 

nesting sites for Dippers (a specialised riparian bird).  Stonework should not be cleaned of 
mosses, lichens and other plants unless for a very good reason.  Not only is this bad for 

biodiversity, but this destroys the old character that mossy stone walls and lichen-covered 

                                                

2 Available at http://www.heritagecouncil.ie/fileadmin/user_upload/Publications/Wildlife/hedge.pdf. 
3 Available at http://www.teagasc.ie/environment/Publications/Leaflets.asp.  
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headstones have.  The power-hose and wire brush approach is also very damaging to the 

stone itself.   

Most typical wall plants like ferns, ivy-leaved toadflax and pellitory-of-the-wall do not damage 

stonework.  The exceptions are heavy growths of ivy or other plants with vigorous roots 
like red valerian.  Dense growth of ivy benefits wildlife, however, providing habitat for 

roosting and nesting and providing feeding opportunities in the form of berries and insects.  
The challenge when managing stonework is that a balance must be struck between 

conserving wildlife value and controlling damage to the structural integrity and built heritage 

value of stone structures from woody vegetation.  Where vegetation clearance is necessary 
on modern walls, the stems of ivy plants should be severed at the ground and the leaves 

allowed to wither and fall off before dead plants are removed in order to protect animals 
living in the ivy.  When clearing ivy from older walls, the Offaly Heritage Officer should be 

consulted first.  September and early October are the best months for removing dead ivy or 
other damaging vegetation, as this period is outside the bird nesting season and the winter 

hibernation period for bats.  

Where extensive repairs to stonework are needed, the Offaly County Council Heritage 

Officer should be consulted.  In addition to the need to preserve built heritage, repairs can 

damage animals, such as bats, sheltering in crevices and can lead to the loss of important bat 
roosts and bird nesting sites. 

Chemical Free 

Herbicides and pesticides can have unintended consequences by directly harming non-target 
species or by affecting plants or animals that interact with the target species.  Using slug-

killer, for example, might result in fewer thrushes, hedgehogs and other slug-eating wildlife.  

Where possible, the use of herbicides and pesticides should be avoided and other methods 
of pest control should be used.  In some cases, such as control of invasive exotic species, 

careful use of herbicides or pesticides may be necessary4.  Such chemicals should definitely 
not be used in or near watercourses without consulting with Inland Fisheries Ireland, as only 

certain pesticides are approved for use near freshwater habitats and are generally applied 
only to control or eradicate invasive species.  The application of herbicides near waterways 

should only be undertaken on a case by case basis, as plants respond differently to different 

herbicide applications and some habitats may be particularly sensitive. 

As a general rule, chemical fertilisers should not be used in wildlife habitats, as this may 

encourage more vigorous plants to take over and crowd out less competitive species.  
Fertilisers are generally unnecessary, and infertile habitats are often some of the most 

wildflower-rich.  When planting new trees and shrubs, manure, bone meal or a similar slow-
release fertiliser can be incorporated into the soil. 

Grassland Management 

Managing grasslands for biodiversity is a balancing act between too much and too little.  If 

grasslands are mown too often or too short, the plants will not have a chance to flower and 
only the most stress-tolerant will survive for long.  In addition, invertebrates will not have 

                                                

4 Advice on control of invasive plant species is provided on the Invasive Species Ireland website at 
http://invasivespeciesireland.com/toolkit/invasive-plant-management/.  
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the nectar and pollen sources or the complex vegetation structures they need.  If grasslands 

are mown too seldom or not at all, vigorous, competitive plants like tussock-forming grasses 
will take over.  The diversity of wildflowers and their dependent invertebrates will decline.  

Eventually, the grassland will revert to scrub and then woodland (which may not necessarily 
be a bad thing, depending on the site). 

As a general rule, dry grasslands on infertile, often lime-rich soils that are rich in spring-
flowering plants should not be mown until mid- late July, after seed set.  After that, the 

grassland can be mown occasionally to keep the sward about 5-10 cm tall.  A cut first thing 

in the spring may also be needed to take off any late winter growth. 

As a general rule, meadow grasslands, especially on damper soils, that are rich in tall, 

summer-flowering plants should not be mown until September.  The sward should then not 
be cut shorter than 10 cm.   

Mowing is usually a second-best option to grazing, especially by cattle.  Where feasible, 
introducing grazing should be investigated; an obvious exception would be riverbanks where 

introduction of livestock could reduce water quality.  A small bit of poaching by cattle 
hooves breaks up a competitive grass sward and creates bare patches suitable for seed 

germination. 

In mown grasslands, it is necessary to remove the cuttings so that they don’t smother 
smaller plants or enrich the soil.  Cuttings should be left for a few days so that any seeds left 

in pods or in seed-heads have a chance to fall out. 

It is important to always leave some areas entirely uncut to provide food and habitat for 

invertebrates and winter birds. 

4.1.4 Habitat Creation 

Habitat creation can be a valuable method of increasing local habitat diversity and enhancing 
biodiversity.  Examples of small-scale habitat creation that may be suitable in, and around, 

settlements include creating ponds, developing wildflower meadows and planting small areas 

of woodland and scrub.  Specific habitat creation measures are included in the five-year 
management plan below, but there are some general guidelines that should be followed for 

any habitat creation project.   

Usually, habitat creation should be complementary to the existing biodiversity.  For example, 

creating a pond in an area without any standing water habitat is much more valuable than 
planting a small area of woodland in an area with a lot of existing woodland.  It is also 

important to make sure that the areas selected for habitat creation do not already have 
significant biodiversity value.  The relative return from habitat creation compared to other 

forms of management should also be considered, as habitat creation tends to be more 

expensive than management of existing habitats.  If habitat creation is merely replicating 
existing habitats, it may be more cost-effective to focus on managing and enhancing the 

wildlife value of existing habitats.  The general principles, discussed above, of favouring native 
species and allowing natural recolonisation should also be borne in mind. 

When creating species-rich grasslands using local seed sources, wildflower seed can be 
collected by hand (e.g. as a schools project) and sown into sites that have been prepared by 

harrowing, grazing and poaching, or similar methods.  Where the soil is very fertile and/or 

full of weeds, the topsoil may need to be stripped to expose the less fertile subsoil. 
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Another alternative is the use of green hay.  In this method, a suitable species-rich donor 

grassland is chosen and cut when the desired flowers have set seed.  The cuttings are 
collected while still green and strewn lightly over the receptor site.  The receptor site will 

have to be prepared by cutting it short and harrowing or stripping as above.  The grassland 
will generally need to be kept short for a year or so afterwards to allow the smaller, less 

competitive species to establish.  It is important that the donor site and receptor site have 
similar soil and environmental conditions to be successful. 

Additional guidance on using green hay is available in Natural England’s Technical Information 

Note TIN063 (http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/file/93010).  

4.2 Five-Year Management Plan 

The management plan for the period 2014-2018 details the biodiversity objectives for 
specific sites and the actions that will be taken to meet them.  Each site is mapped in Figure 

5 and also in the habitat maps (Figures 1-4).  The plan also details how the success of the 
management measures can be evaluated.  The scheduling for each site is detailed below, and 

an overall five-year biodiversity management calendar  is shown in Table 2. 

Note that all management activities will be undertaken in cooperation with landowners and 

managers and that plans may need to be altered according to their objectives.  “Liaise with 
landowners/managers and encourage them to consider biodiversity” is an element of every 

management action!   

 

Ballylin Amenity Wood 

Objective Enhance woodland structure. 

Action • Plant native hazel and holly scattered through understorey to diversify structure. 
• Plant native pedunculate oak and birch where required at edges and to fill canopy gaps to 

diversify canopy. 
• Retain dead and dying trees and fallen deadwood as wildlife habitats. 
• Maintain the steep bank at the entrance to the woodland walk as natural limestone 

grassland.  Do not mow from April through mid-late July; thereafter mow to keep sward 
5-10cm tall and remove cuttings after a few days.  If required, also mow once in March.  
Use cuttings as green hay to diversify nearby margins. 

• Maintain the hedgerow along the western side of the woodland. 
• Install bat and bird nestboxes to make up for the deficiency of natural sites for roosting 

bats and hole-nesting birds5. 

Evaluation • Monitor survival of planted trees. 
• Record birds and bats using nestboxes and birds present in the wood. 

Schedule • Plant trees autumn/early spring 2014-2015. 
• Mow grassland at entrance annually as above. 
• Install nestboxes winter 2014. 

 

                                                

5 Advice on building and putting up nestboxes is available from BirdWatch Ireland at 
http://www.birdwatchireland.ie/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=9VYYOvxMa4c=&tabid=386. Advice on 
building and putting up bat boxes is available from Bat Conservation Ireland at 
http://www.batconservationireland.org/pubs/reports/Leaflet_3_batboxes.pdf.   
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Cow Park (Ballylin) Grasslands 

Objective Maintain as natural meadows and use as potential seed source for wet 

meadow creation. 

Action • To enhance biodiversity, leave uncut to mid-Sept.  Mow to 10cm height after seed has 
set. Remove cuttings after a few days, allowing seeds to fall, or keep to use as green hay.  
If possible, graze with horses or cattle after cutting.  Only cut half the grassland every 
year to provide tussock and litter habitats for invertebrates, and leave some areas uncut 
for longer periods (e.g., around patches of scrub). 

• If grazing by cattle or horses is not possible, create bare soil patches by hand to diversify 
grassland structure. 

• In the recently formed earth bank between the grasslands and the woodland, create a 
bare ground nesting habitat for solitary bees and wasps.  Reprofile and remove topsoil to 
expose subsoil.  Allow to colonise naturally with sparse vegetation, and keep mowed 
back tight as necessary. 

• Reprofile the margin of the drainage ditch to create a gentler slope and encourage the 
development of more diverse wetland habitat. 

• Excavate small scrapes in the damp meadows to create permanent wetland habitat.   

Evaluation • Record wildflowers present. 
• Record butterflies, bees and dragonflies in grasslands and around drains. 

Schedule • Mow half the grasslands annually as above. 
• Reprofile earth bank autumn 2014. 
• Reprofile drainage ditch spring 2014. 
• Excavate scrapes spring 2014. 

 

River Brosna Riparian Woodland 

Objective Allow riparian woodlands along the river to develop naturally as a nature 

reserve. 

Action • Engage with landowners to help communicate the value of riverside woodlands. 
• Work with landowners to discourage vandalism and littering. 
• Non-intervention. 

Evaluation • With landowners, monitor vandalism and littering. 

Schedule • Prepare material to communicate value of riparian woodlands winter-spring 2015. 
• Liaise with landowners summer 2015. 

 

River Brosna by St Mary’s Parochial Hall 

Objective Develop nature walk in conjunction with landowners and the OPW. 

Plant trees along riverside. 

Manage grassland margin for biodiversity. 

Action • Agree permissions to develop walk with school and adjacent landowners to west. 
• Improve surface of existing path as required with wood chippings, gravel or similar “soft” 

surfacing. 
• Plant suitable native and naturalised trees on the riverbank: alder, grey willow, birch, 

white willow and crack willow. 
• Where natural grassland is found on berms of former river dredging spoil (i.e. to the 

west of the school), restrict grazing from April through the end of July to enhance 
wildflower diversity. 
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• Where possible, mow natural grassland (in July/August) and use cuttings (“green hay”) as 
a seed source to enhance biodiversity elsewhere in town.  Alternatively, establish a 
wildflower nursery in collaboration with the school using locally collected wildflower 
seed. 

• Leave vegetation on steep riverbanks undisturbed.  Enhance diversity of vegetation on the 
berm at the top of the slope adjacent to the parochial hall and school.  Manually create 
bare patches of soil and spread green hay or plant school nursery wildflowers as above. 

• Install bat boxes or bat bricks under the N52 bridge6. 

Evaluation • Monitor survival of planted trees. 
• Record wildflowers present on berm/bank top. 

Schedule • Liaise with landowners / OPW through 2015. 
• Plant trees autumn/early spring 2015-2017. 
• Enhance wildflower diversity of berm autumn 2016-2017. 

 

Church of Ireland 

Objective Lightly manage to enhance plant biodiversity. 

Maintain and enhance opportunities for bat and bird roosting. 

Action • Monitor and take steps to discourage vandalism and littering. 
• Where maintenance of graves is not a priority, allow semi-natural meadows to develop.  

Do not mow until mid- or late July to allow spring flowers to flower and set seed.  
Thereafter, mow to no less than 5 cm height. 

• Keep crevices and hollows between building stones for bats and cavity nesting birds. 
• Plant a hedge along the relief road to provide greater connectivity for commuting bats 

between the probable roosting sites in the church/school ruins, and the feeding habits in 
the treelines along the Belmont Road. 

• Erect bird boxes. 

Evaluation • Monitor vandalism & litter. 
• Record wildflowers in grounds. 
• Record bat numbers and species with bat detectors. 
• Monitor health of new hedgerow. 

Schedule • Mow grounds annually as above. 
• Plant hedge autumn/early spring 2016-2017. 

 

 

                                                

6 A range of bat boxes are available from NHBS at http://www.nhbs.com/bat_boxes_eqcat_421.html.  
Many of these are suitable for erecting on masonry or integrating into the structure of walls or 
buildings, including the 1FR and 2FR Schwegler Bat Tubes and several Habibat Bat Boxes. 
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Table 2. Five-Year Biodiversity Management Calendar 

Action 
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Sp Su Au Wi Sp Su Au Wi Sp Su Au Wi Sp Su Au Wi Sp Su Au Wi 

Plant trees at Ballylin 

Woodland 
                    

Mow limestone grassland at 

Ballylin Woodland 
                    

Install nest boxes at Ballylin 

Woodland 
                    

Mow half grasslands in Cow 

Park 
                    

Reprofile earth bank at 

Cow Park 
                    

Reprofile drain and 

excavate scrapes at Cow 

Park 

                    

Prepare material on Brosna 

riparian woods 
                    

Engage with Brosna riparian 

woodland owners 
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Action 
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Sp Su Au Wi Sp Su Au Wi Sp Su Au Wi Sp Su Au Wi Sp Su Au Wi 

Liaise with OPW and 

landowners along Brosna 

walk by hall 

                    

Plant trees along Brosna 

walk 
                    

Enhance wildflower 

diversity along Brosna walk 
                    

Mow Church of Ireland 

grounds 
                    

Plant hedge along relief 

road by Church of Ireland 
                    

Sp = Spring, Su = Summer, Au = Autumn, Wi = Winter 
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4.3 Long Term Vision 

The longer term vision for biodiversity in Ferbane provides a signpost for what can be 

achieved over the next 10-20 years and suggests ways to get there.  

 

Ferbane Bog 

Objective Contribute to conservation of the bog and use as educational resource. 

Management • Liaise with National Parks and Wildlife Service to develop local community bog 
restoration programme. 

• Consider providing access to bog edge or a viewing point as a recreational and 
education amenity. 

 

Gallen Wood 

Objective Work towards long-term conversion to native woodland in conjunction 
with landowner. 

Work towards developing a nature walk along the old railway line. 

Management • Control regeneration of non-native beech and sycamore 
• As trees naturally senesce and die, replace with suitable native tree species, such as 

pedunculate oak or alder in wetter locations. 
• Retain dead and dying trees and fallen deadwood as wildlife habitats. 
• Monitor to make sure other invasive species, such as snowberry or cherry laurel do 

not become established. 

 

Railway Walk 

Objective Develop disused railway as nature walk with links to River Brosna walk 

where appropriate. 

Management • Obtain necessary permissions, and develop and maintain paths in an ecologically 
sensitive manner. 

• Provide interpretive signs or digital media on biodiversity elements, such as wet 
woodlands occupying a former bend of the Brosna, notable trees, and local species, 
such as otter and bats. 

 

River Brosna Riparian Woodland 

Objective Work with landowners to expand woodland cover along River Brosna 

corridor. 

Management • Allow natural regeneration of scrub and native woodland along the River Brosna 
where this is already happening. 

• Where appropriate, plant new riverside woodlands7 with suitable native and 
naturalised trees along riverside: alder, grey willow, birch, white willow and crack 
willow. 

• Monitor to make sure non-native trees, such as sycamore, or invasive plants, like 

                                                

7 The Forest Service Native Woodland Scheme provides funding for planting new native woodlands 
(http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/forestservice/grantandpremiumschemes/).  
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Himalayan balsam or giant hogweed, do not become established. 

 

Ballylin Amenity Wood 

Objective Ensure long-term viability, expand woodland and favour native species. 

Management • As canopy trees die, encourage natural regeneration of new saplings if necessary by 
controlling competing vegetation. 

• Where possible, expand the woodland by planting new woodland on adjacent 
improved grassland or disturbed ground. Suitable native species would include 
pedunculate oak, downy birch, hazel, holly, and Scots pine with alder and grey willow 
in wetter places.  

 

River Brosna 

Objective Improve aquatic and wetland habitat 

Management • The channel of the Brosna has been altered by channel dredging, reducing its 
biodiversity value.  Where possible areas of unaltered channel should be left unaltered 
if possible given they are relicts of the unaltered natural channel.  

• Areas of faster riffle and glide should be mapped and maintained as they are important 
trout nursery areas. 

• An invasive plant survey of the river corridor should be undertaken and these should 
be controlled to prevent losses to riparian diversity and energy flows to the stream. 

• Promote the development of pockets of wetland habitat along the Brosna floodplain, 
through sympathetic management of drains and wet hollows, and including the 
development of wetland habitat in any landscaping proposals for new developments, 
etc. 

• Investigate the potential for developing a riverside walk through woodland to the east 
of town. 
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APPENDIX A FERBANE BIODIVERSITY INVENTORY 
The following pages provide an inventory of the biodiversity of Ferbane.  This inventory was 

compiled from existing information sources and from field surveys carried out as part of this 
project.  Despite our attempts, this inventory is not complete and is meant to be a living 

record, to be added to over time.  An electronic copy has also been prepared so that 

additional species records can be easily entered. 

The same species is often recorded more than once if they were seen in different locations 

or by different recorders or at different times.  The exception is where a species was 
recorded by this project in the same place more than once in 2013 (for example the same 

plant was seen in May and July) then only the first record was entered. 

It is important to update records of when different species were recorded in different parts 

of town.  If further surveys show that a species is no longer present in an area, then this 

suggests that biodiversity may be decreasing in an area and management should change.  On 
the other hand, if new species begin appearing where they haven’t been seen before, then 

this could indicate that management is working to improve biodiversity. 

Information in the Ferbane Biodiversity Inventory is organised under the following headings: 

Species Group The general group the species is a member of, 
e.g. bird, higher plant, butterfly or mollusc. 

Common Name The common (English) name of the species. 

Species The scientific (Latin) name of the species. 

Family The family the species is a member of. 

Recorder Who recorded it. 

Grid Reference The Irish Grid coordinates where it was 

recorded. 

Location The name of the place where it was recorded. 

Date When it was recorded. 

Source The source of the record. 

Conservation Status The conservation status of the species: is it 

threatened?  Legally protected?  See below for 

more information. 

Comment Any other comments. 

Recording Method How the species was recorded, e.g. visual survey, 

pitfall trap, or bat (sound) detector. 

 

The conservation status of species follows a number of criteria.  Firstly, the conservation 

status of many species has been evaluated by the National Parks and Wildlife Service 
(NPWS) using internationally accepted criteria.  This information is contained in a number of 

Red Data Lists, which can be found on the NPWS website 

(http://www.npws.ie/publications/redlists/).  The categories used are, in increasing order of 
threat: 
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• Near Threatened 

• Vulnerable 

• Endangered 

• Critically Endangered 

The conservation status of birds has been evaluated by BirdWatch Ireland and RSPB NI 

(Lynas et al., 2007).  Birds on the Red List are highly threatened and those on the Amber List 
are moderately threatened.  There are many criteria used to evaluate conservation status, 

including recent declines in numbers or range and conservation status elsewhere in Europe.  
As a result, some Red and Amber List bird species are still frequent in Ireland, but there is 

still cause for concern over how they will fare in the future.  For more information, go to 

the BirdWatch Ireland website: 
(http://www.birdwatchireland.ie/Ourwork/SurveysProjects/BirdsofConservationConcern/tabi

d/178/Default.aspx).   

A few plant species are legally protected under the Flora Protection Order 1999 

(http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1999/en/si/0094.html) because of their rarity.  Picking, 
cutting or otherwise harming these plants without a license is illegal!  It should be noted that 

most birds, mammals, amphibians and reptiles are also legally protected under the Wildlife 

Acts 1976-2012. 

Some species are protected at a European scale by the EU Habitats and Birds Directives 

(http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/habitatsdirective/index_en.htm and 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/birdsdirective/index_en.htm).  These 

species are listed on Habitats Directive Annex II, Habitats Directive Annex IV or Birds Directive 

Annex I. 

Species noted as invasive exotic are serious pest species that are not native to Ireland.  They 
threaten native wildlife, and some have direct negative economic or human health impacts.  

More information on invasive exotic species can be found on the Invasive Species Ireland 

website (http://invasivespeciesireland.com/).   

Finally, some species that are generally considered rare in Ireland are noted as rare in the 

inventory. 

 



Ferbane TidyTowns
February 2020 V3

TidyTowns, An Féar Bán
Feabhra 2020 L3

Green Infrastructure Strategy
for Ferbane, Co. Offaly

Stráitéis do Bhonneagar Glas an 
Fhéir Bháin, Co. Uíbh Fhailí



Green Infrastructure – A Strategy for Ferbane Ferbane Tidy Towns 

This is a draft for a Green Infrastructure Strategy for Ferbane.
Is dréacht é seo de Stráitéis do Bhonneagar Glas an Fhéir Bháin.

It forms part of the Ferbane Community Action Plan (May 
2019)

This strategy supports the goals of the Community Action Plan:

1. Development of Ferbane as a centre of excellence for food 
research, development and production.

2. Development of Ferbane as a carbon-free community in which to 
live and work

3. Development of the peatlands of Noggus Bog and Ballylin Bog to 
become significant visitor attractions.

4. Demolition of old fires station and creation of a public space. 
(Restoring Fairgreen)

5. Provision of housing and marketing of Ferbane as an attractive 
place to live.

6. Development of looped walks in the local area maximising the 
attractiveness of the river Brosna
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Contents Ábhair
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• What is Green Infrastructure? 
• What is a Green Infrastructure Strategy?

• Some Proposals and Ideas 
• Ferbane Environs Bog Loop
• The Forest of Ferbane
• Restoring Fairgreen
• A River and Railway Walk 

• An Ongoing Green Infrastructure Strategy 



Green Infrastructure – A Strategy for Ferbane Ferbane Tidy Towns 

What is Green Infrastructure? Céard is Bonneagar Glas ann? 

Green Infrastructure is a way of looking at the natural heritage of a place and how to use 
them for the benefit of the population, the economy and the environment. 

Examples of these resources in Ferbane are places such as : 

• The River Brosna 
• Ferbane Bog
• The Grand Canal 
• Trees, Hedges, Wooded areas and Meadows
• Open Spaces, green spaces, play areas and sportsgrounds
• Biodiversity Management Plan Hotspots

For Green Infrastructure to work effectively, these places should be connected. 

They make a network through a series of corridors. 

By its nature, Green Infrastructure traverses private, institutional and public land and must 
have the support and engagement of stakeholders for it to be successful .



Grand Canal Corridor River Brosna Corridor Ferbane Bog  

Church of Ireland Grounds Relief Road Corridor  Old Railway Corridor 

Some of the Green Infrastructure places and corridors in Ferbane
Cuid de na háiteanna agus dorchlaí glasa atá le feiceáil san Fhéar Bán

Green Infrastructure – A Strategy for Ferbane Ferbane Tidy Towns 



What is a Green Infrastructure Strategy? Céard is Stráitéis do Bhonneagar Glas ann?

A Green Infrastructure Strategy is a way of making the network and corridors so that they can be used 
for: 

• Accessibility, Recreation, Health and Well-being (for people)
• Natural Heritage (for biodiversity) 
• Water Quality and Sustainable Drainage (for environmental quality and flooding)

and 

• Cultural Heritage (for inspiration and posterity) 

By their nature, Green Infrastructure Strategies traverse private, institutional and public land and must have the 
support and engagement of stakeholders to be successful .



• The bridge over the river Brosna is a good example of the potential for incorporating cultural heritage of the 
former railway with the natural heritage of the river, its water management and quality and a walking route that 
will provide health and well-being benefits to the local community.



Ferbane Green Infrastructure Strategy – some proposals and ideas
Stráitéis do Bhonneagar Glas an Fhéir Bháin – cuid moltaí agus smaointe

• Grand Canal Greenway (due 2020+) The Offaly Way (existing) 
• Ferbane Bog Walkway (due autumn 2019) 
• Ferbane Environs Bogs loop 
• Forest of Ferbane
• Restoring Fairgeen and Mass Path link 
• Brosna – Railway corridor loop 
• An ongoing Green Infrastructure Plan for Ferbane





Ferbane Environs Bogs loop 
Physical connection of walking and cycling route that links with The Offaly Way and the proposed Grand Canal Greenway. It connects 
bogs that will cease working, and those being reclaimed and intact bogs centres around Ferbane. The network of bog railways has 
the potential for wider connections, for example, to Lough Boora, and Clonmacnoise. 

Status: Access to Ferbane Bog with a boardwalk is planned for late 2019.

Access, Recreation,
Health and well-being

• Universal access
• Walking, running and cycling
• Exercise
• Proximity to nature 
• Fresh air  
• Angling

Natural Heritage 

• Bogs; intact, reclaimed
• Connectivity to canal, river
• Cranberry fields
• Cloughan lake 
• Biodiversity Hotspots 

Water Management

• Water filtration
• Swales
• Water attenuation
• Bog hydrology

Cultural  Heritage

• Bord na Móna industry 
• Grand Canal
• Art
• Science 
• Spirituality (Lemanchan)

Lúibe Phúrláin Phortaigh an Fhéir Bháin
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Ferbane Bog – The Living Bog  Portach an Fhéir Bháin – An Portach Beo
Ferbane Bog is one of 12 bogs identified across Ireland for The Living Bog project – to heighten awareness of the importance of the 
natural heritage of the bog. It is unique in that of all the bogs it is closest to a town, and the site of many of the C19th scientist Mary 
Ward’s observations.  A proposed boardwalk to make it more accessible. Although it already contributes greatly to the environs as a 
piece of green infrastructure, its improved access will allow people to engage with it more effectively – encouraging both eco 
tourism and local amenity. Wayfinding and interpretation signage, as well as good footpaths and crossings will help the connection 
with the rest of the strategy.

Status: Access to Ferbane Bog with a boardwalk is planned for late 2019.
Republication of Mary Ward’s book ‘The World of Wonders’  is planned by Offaly County Council for late 2019 

Accesss, Recreation,
Health and well-being

• Universal access
• Walking
• Exercise
• Proximity to nature 
• Fresh air  

Natural Heritage 

• Intact bog 
• Biodiversity Hotspot 

Water Management

• Water filtration
• Swales
• Water attenuation
• Bog hydrology

Cultural  Heritage

• Science and Art – Mary Ward



Ferbane Bog Boardwalk 
Clárchosán Phortach an 
Fhéir Bháin



The Forest of Ferbane Foraois an Fhéir Bháin
The idea of an urban forest is to show people how to think about trees in an urban area collectively as a forest. So a tree in a front 
garden, or on a street, or in an open space, are not just individual trees on their own, but together make up a larger group – a forest.  
The project is using the Curio app that located and records the trees for a database that can be used for analysis. This in turn will be 
used  for management and planting schemes.  

Status: The project has commenced, with an initial identification of key areas that will be surveyed by community volunteers.

Access, Recreation,
Health and well-being

• Universal access
• Walking, running and cycling
• Exercise
• Proximity to nature 
• Fresh air  
• Attractive environs 

Natural Heritage 

• Trees and woodland 
• Associated habitats
• Biodiversity Hotspots 

Water Management

• Water filtration
• Water attenuation

Cultural  Heritage 

• Demesnes
• Tree stories
• ‘The Green Fields ‘Round

Ferbane’ lyrics



Forest of Ferbane – Examples of data analysis
Foraois an Fhéir Bháin – Samplaí d’anailís ar shonraí



Restoring Fairgreen Athchóiriú Fhaiche an Aonaigh
The proposed demoloition of the disused firestation offers the opportunity to restore Ferbane Fairgreen. The proposal aims to 
provide an open space that incorporates a plaza, terraced lawn, orchard, raingarden and re-organised parking. It is intended as a 
town park, linking with the Mass Path as a sensory route, and a key open space in the green infrastructure strategy.

Status: The idea has been proposed to Offaly Co Co and sketch design has been presented to local community groups and will 
now go on display in the local library. Funding through the Town and Village Renewal Scheme has been applied for to 
progress the project.

Accesss, Recreation,
Health and well-being

• Universal access
• Walking
• Exercise
• Proximity to nature 
• Fresh air  
• Meeting place 

Natural Heritage 

• Pollinator-led planting
• Trees 
• Orchard 
• Biodiversity Hotspot 

Water Management

• Swales and raingarden
• Reduced hardstanding 

Cultural  Heritage

• Restoration of Fairgreen
• Fire Station
• Microscope-themed objects
• Art 
• Science 



Fairgreen and former Firestation
Faiche an Aonaigh agus an Seanstáisiún
Dóiteáin



Restoring Fairgreen Sketch
Sceitse d’Athchóiriú Fhaiche an Aonaigh
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St Mary’s Hall  Halla Naomh Muire
St Mary’s  Parochial Hall was once the social hub of the town, and was built by the community. The proposal is to investigate new 
uses for this special building, and to capitalise on its location beside Gallen Community School, the Library and the river Brosna. It 
fulfils a heritage aspect of the Green Infrastructure Strategy, and its proximity to the river, and the route from the town towards the 
proposed Grand Canal Greenway suggest a few potential single or combined uses such as an extended Library, Digital Hub, Kayak
hire and training centre, Bike hire, charging and repair centre, café  etc. The frontage to the street can become a public realm garden 
area, whilst there is potential space within the school grounds for a quieter sensory garden for students, away from the road. 

Status: The opportunities are under discussion with stakeholders.

Access, Recreation,
Health and well-being

• Universal access
• Walking, Cycling Kayaking
• Exercise
• Proximity to nature and river 
• Fresh air  

Natural Heritage 

• Riparian habitat 
• Woodland habitat
• Garden spaces
• Biodiversity Hotspot 

Water Management

• Proximity to river 
• Rainwater harvesting potential   

Cultural  Heritage

• Architecture 
• Community heritage



St Mary’s Hall  -a new life 
Halla Naomh Muire - beocht nua



St Mary’s Hall  -a new life – some ideas 
Halla Naomh Muire - beocht nua - roinnt smaointe

Library extension  
Supplementing existing library space

Digital Hub  
Flexible working and wifi, café etc

Brosna Boathouse 
Kayak storage, hire and training 

Brosna Bike Shed  
Bike storage, hire, repair and charging 

St Mary’s Garden 
Place to relax 



Main Street and Ballycumber Road Improvements  
An Phríomhshráid agus Bóthar Bhéal Átha Chomair – Feabhsúcháin

The Main Street and Ballycumber Road are poor quality streetscapes that have evolved over time without a clear plan. 
Implementing accessible footpaths, safe crossings, coordinating street furniture, including bike racks and lighting, undergrounding 
cables, tree planting and incorporating sustainable drainage to mitigate flood risk and water quality are all examples of 
environmentally sound streetscape design

Status: The strategy has been discussed with Offaly County Council planners and Engineers, and on public display with the local 
community. The design stage is required as the next step for further stakeholder agreement in the detail. 

Access, Recreation,
Health and well-being

• Universal access
• Connectyivity to loop walks 

and greenway
• Encourage bike use
• Green streets

Natural Heritage 

• Tree planting
• Increased pollinator friendly 

planting
• Swale habitats 

Water Management

• Sustainable drainage for 
attenuation and water quality 

Cultural  Heritage

• Sense of place
• Design quality 
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Main street tree pit structure for 
attenuating and filtering water 
and biodiversity 

Ballycumber Road  swales for attenuating and filtering water
and biodiversity  
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Seating
Bins and recycling

Bike racks LED low energy low light pollution lighting



River and Railway Walk Siúlóid Abhann agus Iarnróid
The proposed walking route from the centre of Ferbane along the River Brosna heading eastwards, joins the former railway line and 
the railway bridge across the river. The walk also encounters railway artefacts and the former mill race – a site therefore that
contains some of Ferbane’s industrial as well as natural heritage. It becomes a loop walk back in to the town which would be safer if 
a new footpath was included on the Coole road.

Status: The idea has been agreed with local landowners, apart from one preferred access point. The proposal is being detailed
for approval and subject to funding.
The footpath upgrades have been discussed with Offaly County Council. 

Access, Recreation,
Health and well-being

• Universal access
• Walking, running
• Exercise
• Proximity to nature 
• Fresh air  

Natural Heritage 

• Riparian habitat 
• Woodland habitat
• Railway groundflora
• Biodiversity Hotspot 

Water Management

• Proximity to river 
• Old mill race  

Cultural  Heritage

• Railway heritage 
• Mill heritage  
• Gallen Priory 
• River drainage scheme
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House at Bridge  

Railway bridge over the Brosna   

Bridge abutments over road   

Railway line   

Railway arch over mill race   



An Ongoing Green Infrastructure Strategy for Ferbane Stráitéis Leanúnach do Bhonneagar Glas an Fhéir Bháin
As the principles of the Green Infrastructure Strategy become defined, new projects can begin to respond to these principles - for 
example: new walks can be added making better connectivity; new public realm improvements can incorporate natural heritage; 
new tree planting opportunities can be developed; and cultural heritage can be conserved. The draft plan incorporates key projects 
and can evolve to incorporate new ones. 

Status:  Ongoing

Next updates:  

• Biodiversity Management Plan Actions (Ongoing)
• Ballycumber Road environmental improvements
• Residential green spaces review
• Main Street environmental improvements 
• Kilreaghan Cemetery Part 8 observations



Notes Nótaí

Comments and Queries Tagairtí agus Ceisteanna
Ferbane Tidy Towns welcomes your feedback: email jillgleeson@yahoo.com 
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1. Introduction and Context  

1.1 Location  

The town of Ferbane is located in northwest Offaly at the crossroads of the N62 and R436 roads, 
approximately 27km from Tullamore and 22km from both Athlone and Birr. 

It is sited on a bridging point of the River Brosna, a tributary of the River Shannon, on a shoulder of 
higher ground in the peatland landscape of west Offaly.  Ferbane Bog Special Area of Conservation 
(SAC) is located immediately to the north of the town while the worked-out Bord na Móna bog, 
Noggusboy Bog is 3km to the south of the town.  The Eiscir Riada network of eskers and the Grand 
Canal lies to the south of the town also. 

1.2 Settlement Form  

The town of Ferbane has its origins at a crossroads on the north bank of the River Brosna at the bridging 
point.  This historic core, now the town centre, was fairly compact in nature and grew up servicing the 
surrounding rural area including Gallen Abbey, which is a renowned early Christian site situated on the 
south side of the Brosna.  The advent of the Grand Canal in the early 19th century, which passes 
approximately 2kms to the south of the town and the Railway line, (Midland Great Western line), 
which was opened in 1884, had a positive impact on the town during the 19th and early 20th century.   

Ferbane’s strategic location in relation to the west Offaly peatlands, provided a catalyst for continued 
prosperity when the development of Offaly’s bogs began in the 1940’s.  Both Bord na Móna and the 
ESB proved to be significant employers in the town. 

 

Figure 1.1 Photograph of Ferbane Power Station, 1957 (ESB archives)  
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The town has developed in a linear fashion along the radial routes, in particular the approaches from 
Ballycumber and Belmont, and along the N62 in the direction of Athlone.  There are a number of 
housing estates dating from the 1950s that were built to accommodate the Bord na Móna and ESB 
workforce, and a number that were constructed since the mid-1990s which give the town some depth, 
particularly to the north and west of the town centre. 

 

Figure 1.2 Aerial photograph of Ferbane from May 2018  

1.3 Socio Economic Profile 

From an analysis of the Census 2016 data, the following details are noted for Ferbane: 

 Ferbane’s population has increased from 1,165 in 2011 to 1,191 in 2016, an increase of 2.8%, 
below the national growth of 3.8%; 

 Ferbane has a significantly young population with 25% of its population 19 years or younger, 
below the equivalent national percentage of 27.5% while the largest cohort of the town’s 
population is in the 0-9 age bracket, 12.9%; 

 Average household size in Ferbane is 2.6 which is slightly below the national average of 2.7; 

 Some 39 % of the population over 15 years of age is employed, which is considerably lower than 
the national average of 53 %; 

 Ferbane displayed a satisfactory job: resident workers’ ratio of 0.76; 

 Of the persons at work, the greatest proportions are involved in professional services (21%), 
manufacturing industries (19%) and commerce and trade (19%); 
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 25% of Ferbane’s population aged 5+ commute by car or other means to work/school/college for 
30 minutes or longer from the town, which compares favourably to the equivalent national 
percentage of 31%; and 

 Broadband is available to 63% of households in the town. 

1.4 Town Function and Development Trends 

Ferbane is classified as a ‘Town’ in the Settlement Strategy of the Offaly County Development Plan 
2021-27 and performs important retail, residential, employment, service and amenity functions for 
local rural hinterlands.  The population allocation contained in the Core Strategy in Volume 1 of this 
County Development Plan provides for an extension befitting Ferbane’s position in the county 
settlement hierarchy. 

The previous plan period (from 2014-2020), saw very little in the way of new residential development 
or planning applications.  Unfinished housing developments as a legacy issue required a particular 
focus in the last plan.  These have been largely resolved in Ferbane, thanks to the successful 
collaboration and co-operation from a number of stakeholders. 

1.5 Strategic Aims for Ferbane 

This settlement plan takes an asset based approach to the future spatial development of Ferbane 
focusing on areas which have the greatest capacity and potential for growth in line with its place in 
the county settlement hierarchy and core strategy allocation in Volume 1 of the County Development 
Plan.  This holistic approach ensures that growth will be sustainable in the long-term supported by the 
provision of the necessary infrastructure, employment, amenities and services.  The following Strategic 
Aims have been identified to shape and inform the vision for Ferbane over the lifetime of this County 
Development Plan: 

1. Reinforce Ferbane town centre as the heart of the town by avoiding undesirable and inefficient 
sprawl, achieving critical mass and consolidating new development within the built-up 
footprint of the town, through targeting a significant proportion of future development on 
infill/brownfield/underutilised sites and extending out sequentially subject to available 
infrastructure. 

2. Harness the economic and employment generating potential of the town through the on-going 
development of the Ferbane Business and Technology Park, Ferbane Food Campus and the 
service sector in the town, and facilitate new enterprises within the zoned and serviced area 
of the town.   

3. Deliver high quality housing of a sufficient scale, mix, tenure, sequence and density, located in 
optimum locations and aligned with adequate social and physical infrastructure. 

4. Promote permeable, healthy sustainable communities that focus on place making and a sense 
of well-being to ensure Ferbane is an attractive place to live and work. 

5. Promote and support innovative housing models including live-work units, special needs 
housing and housing for older people in Ferbane Town Centre. 



 

Offaly County Development Plan 2021-2027: Draft Stage  
Ferbane Town Plan  

4 

6. Provision of ecological connectivity and walking and cycling infrastructure throughout the town 
which links Ferbane’s Green Infrastructure; Ferbane Bog, River Brosna, Gallen Wood, Ballylin 
Amenity Woodland and Former Cow Park and Church of Ireland Ruins. 

7. Protect Ferbane’s built heritage assets which are a non-renewable resource that contributes 
to our understanding of the past. 

8. Early and/or timely provision (in tandem with development), of key physical and social 
infrastructure necessary for the future sustainable growth of Ferbane town. 

9. Facilitate and support a broad range of community, cultural and recreational facilities to serve 
the needs of the residents of the Plan area and its wider catchment. 

10. Enhance climate adaptation and mitigation, and accelerate a transition to a low carbon, climate 
resilient and environmentally sustainable economy in Ferbane. 

2. Town Centre  
Strategic Aim: Reinforce Ferbane town centre as the heart of the town, by avoiding undesirable and 
inefficient sprawl, achieving critical mass and consolidating new development within the built-up 
footprint of the town, through targeting a significant proportion of future development on 
infill/brownfield/underutilised sites and extending out sequentially subject to available 
infrastructure. 

Ferbane’s town centre, the boundary of which is identified in Figure 2.1 below, is predominantly linear 
in form along the Main Street in the town.  The level of vacancy and dereliction along the Main Street 
of the town compares quite favourably with other towns of similar size and function in the county with 
most buildings on the Main Street having at least a residential presence on the first floor if the 
commercial ground floor unit lies vacant.   
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Figure 2.1 Ferbane Retail Core 

2.1 Retail 

Ferbane is identified as a ‘Town’ within the county retail hierarchy contained in Chapter 7 of Volume 
1 of this Plan.  Chapter 7 outlines in Table 7.2: Level and Form of Retailing Activity in context of Retail 
Hierarchy that additional convenience and comparison floorspace will be encouraged in ‘Towns’ 
where:  

 It is needed to support levels of population growth commensurate with the towns role,  

 Gaps are identified in local provision, and  
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 There will not be a material and unacceptable adverse impact on the vitality and viability of the 
existing town centre. 

Chapter 7 also outlines that comparison retail development will not be considered in ‘Towns’ where it 
proposes to attract a larger catchment such that it would be likely to affect the integrity of the retail 
hierarchy and that there shall generally be a presumption against the development of retail parks 
accommodating retail warehousing in these towns. 

Any future commercial and retail development should be directed into the town centre, into existing 
properties along Main Street and Old Chapel Lane or within brownfield/back land/underutilised sites 
within the town centre in order to facilitate multi-purpose trips and to consolidate the existing retail 
and commercial core of Ferbane.  The Council will encourage the appropriate reuse, adaptation and 
regeneration of buildings, back lands, derelict and obsolete lands including residential development 
above retail and commercial premises in the town centre. 

2.2 Shop Fronts 

Future commercial and retail development will need to respect the existing vernacular design traits of 
Ferbane including its original and attractive shop fronts, which contributes to the town centre’s sense 
of place. 

 

Figure 2.2 Attractive shop front on Main Street, Ferbane. 

2.3 Opportunity Sites 

The Council has identified two ‘Opportunity Sites’ within Ferbane Town Centre with the potential to 
contribute to the renewal, enhancement and regeneration of the Ferbane Town Centre and achieve 
sustainable compact development and integrate principles of good urban design and healthy place 
making.   



 

Offaly County Development Plan 2021-2027: Draft Stage  
Ferbane Town Plan  

 7 

These areas have been identified for various reasons such as dereliction, underutilisation and ability 
to be adaptable for new uses.  The site areas or boundaries have not been identified definitively and 
can be modified to include other key sites.  Additionally, other opportunity sites not listed can be 
presented for appraisal under similar criteria.  Some of the sites may be owned by different parties 
and would require an element of site assembly for a coherent development strategy to progress.  This 
approach to re-development will be encouraged over a piecemeal approach. 

The Council is open to working with the owners of vacant, underutilised and derelict sites/buildings to 
identify new uses.  The Council will use its powers as necessary under the Derelict Sites Act 1991 as 
amended and the Housing and Urban Regeneration Act 2015 as amended. 

2.3.1 Opportunity Site No. 1 

 

Figure 2.3 Opportunity Site No. 1  

This 1.62-hectare brownfield and infill site located to the south of Ferbane Town Centre contains a 
detached ‘L‘ plan five bay 3 storey convent building with a five bay 2 storey rear extension which forms 
an imposing feature in the streetscape of Lower Main Street.  The Convent grounds also contain 
significant open space areas that runs along the trees and riparian zones of the banks of the River 
Brosna, and a vacant field to the west of the subject site.  
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Potential Uses 

Both the Convent building and the site upon which it is located, due to their significant size, its 
riverside and open space setting together with its potential pedestrian links to Ferbane town centre, 
offer opportunities to accommodate: 

 Residential development; 

 Office development; 

 A creative hub, incorporating flexible co-working and remote working spaces in which 
emerging innovators and start-ups can cluster, collaborate and share ideas; 

 Incubation facilities and enterprise centre; 

 Community meeting spaces and conference facilities; 

 Distillery or brewery, subject to necessary environmental assessments; 

 Craft workshops, galleries and café; 

 Third level education facility offering further education, post leaving certificate courses; and 

 Walk along the banks of the River Brosna which could form part of the town’s Green 
Infrastructure.  

Any development of this site will require the preparation of a masterplan and be in accordance with 
the development principles outlined in Section 7.2.4 ‘Opportunity Sites’ of Volume 1 of this Plan and 
contain the following elements; 

 A detailed Design Statement prepared by professionals with expertise in areas such as 
architecture, urban design, landscape architecture and sustainable travel.  A high standard of 
architectural quality shall be achieved having regard to the landmark nature of the Convent 
building in the town and its inclusion in the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage; 

 If proposing 10 residential units or more, a Residential Energy Efficiency and Climate Change 
Adaptation Design Statement in accordance with DMS-31, Chapter 13, Development 
Management Standards within Volume 1; 

 Green Infrastructure Masterplan in accordance with DMS-22, Chapter 13, Development 
Management Standards within Volume 1, which makes provision for addressing the River Brosna 
and its River Corridor in the overall design concept for the site; 

 Adequate provision for pedestrians and cyclists within the site and externally with linkages to 
Main Street and R436, in accordance with Section 3 ‘Best Practice Principles for Maintaining and 
Providing Permeability’ from “Permeability Best Practice Guide” (NTA, 2015); and 

 An appropriately detailed Flood Risk Assessment for flood alleviation and flood risk management 
for the site in line with “The Planning System and Flood Risk Management Guidelines for Planning 
Authorities” (2009), Circular PL2/14. 
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2.3.2 Opportunity Site No. 2 

 

Figure 2.4 Opportunity Site No. 2  

This 0.5 hectare size to the west of the Main Street and north of Old Chapel Street contains a terrace 
of two storey three bay buildings fronting onto Main Street while there exists a number of farm 
buildings on the narrow tracts of land to the rear of the Main Street.  This area has the potential to be 
accessed from the existing car park which runs along the R436 Ballycumber Road. 

Potential Uses 

This site due to its size, town centre location together with its potential pedestrian links to Ferbane 
town centre, offer opportunities to accommodate: 

 comprehensive mixed-use scheme of commercial, community, office and residential uses; 

 covered market space for the promotion and sale of artisan, specialty foods and crafts;  

 residential development (including the provision of specifically designed housing for older 
people;  

 office development; and 
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 provision of a surface car park on a segment of the site. 

Any development of this site will require the preparation of a masterplan and be in accordance with 
development the principles outlined in Section 7.2.4 ‘Opportunity Sites’ of Volume 1 of this Plan and 
contain the following elements; 

 A detailed Design Statement prepared by professionals with expertise in areas such as 
architecture, urban design, landscape architecture and sustainable travel.  A high standard of 
architectural quality shall be achieved having regard to the landmark nature of the Convent 
building in the town and its inclusion in the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage; 

 If proposing 10 residential units or more, a Residential Energy Efficiency and Climate Change 
Adaptation Design Statement in accordance with DMS-31, Chapter 13, Development 
Management Standards within Volume 1; 

 Green Infrastructure Masterplan in accordance with DMS-22, Chapter 13, Development 
Management Standards within Volume 1, which makes provision for addressing the River Brosna 
and its River Corridor in the overall design concept for the site; 

 Adequate provision for pedestrians and cyclists within the site and externally with linkages to 
Main Street and R436, in accordance with Section 3 ‘Best Practice Principles for Maintaining and 
Providing Permeability’ from “Permeability Best Practice Guide” (NTA, 2015); and 

 An appropriately detailed Flood Risk Assessment for flood alleviation and flood risk management 
for the site in line with “The Planning System and Flood Risk Management Guidelines for Planning 
Authorities” (2009), Circular PL2/14. 

2.4 Fairgreen 

The Fairgreen area north of Ferbane’s Main Street offers potential to develop a high quality plaza and 
public space.  The development of this area will provide an attractive entrance to Ferbane town centre 
from the north and a local focal space allowing for a range of activities such as markets and public 
gatherings.  Any proposals for this area would need to incorporate an uncluttered central space, free 
of permanent features, to allow for a range of activities in the space and high quality surface design 
and materials. 

2.5 Town Centre Objectives 

It is an objective of this Settlement Plan to: 

TCO-01 Promote the town centre as the priority location for commercial, civic, social and cultural 
development and to promote new infill and backland development that consolidates and regenerates 
the existing urban core. 

TCO-02 Maintain and improve accessibility to and within the town centre and develop a 
comprehensive approach to the provision of car parking, pedestrian and cycle access with particular 
regard to the needs and access for people with disabilities. 
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TCO-03 Further improve the streetscape and public realm including reviewing and maintaining paving 
and street furniture in particular. 

TCO-04 Work with service providers with a view to undergrounding overhead cables visible within the 
town centre. 

TCO-05 To provide loading bays of adequate capacity where they are needed most in order to ensure 
that traffic flows are not restricted. 

TCO-06 Explore the feasibility of providing a piece of civic art within the town centre. 

TCO-07 Facilitate the redevelopment of Opportunity Sites for a mixture of uses that will contribute to 
the vitality, vibrancy, attractiveness, safety and liveability of Ferbane Town Centre.   

TCO-08 Carry out streetscape/public realm works to the west of the junction of the Ballyclare Road 
with the Main Street; 

TCO-09 Provide a high quality civic space at the old fire station/Fairgreen at the intersection of the 
town’s relief road and the Main Street. 

TCO-10 Continue to pursue funding avenues and apply for funding under the Rural Regeneration and 
Development Fund and other funds to reinforce Ferbane Town Centre. 

 

3. Economic Development 
Strategic Aim: Harness the economic and employment generating potential of the town through the 
on-going development of the Ferbane Business and Technology Park, Ferbane Food Campus and the 
service sector in the town, and facilitate new enterprises within the zoned and serviced area of the 
town.   

While Ferbane at present does not harbour a major employer within the town plan area, there are a 
number of small or micro-enterprises which trade successfully and generate local employment.  The 
town in its service function for the surrounding area generates significant employment, in the schools, 
retail outlets, hospitality sector and other services provided. 
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Figure 3.1 Ferbane Business Park 

Whilst this Plan seeks to protect existing employment in the town and to regenerate and consolidate 
the town centre for the provision of significant retail and commercial functions, it is considered that 
Ferbane has the potential to attract a significant employer to the town, with the availability of;  

 Provision of sufficient zoned and serviced sites at Ferbane Business and Technology Park to the 
east of the town which developed clusters in the following areas; food and drink, engineering and 
joinery businesses, in addition to a design and print company and childcare facility on-site and 
also at Coolnahinch on the southern approach;   

 Access to M6 Motorway, Dublin-Galway route via the N62; 

 Proximity to Athlone, designated a Regional Growth Centre and economic driver in the Eastern 
and Midland Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy; and 

 Availability of an educated workforce.   

In order to capitalise on these advantages and to ensure long-term sustainable employment, it is 
necessary for Ferbane to focus on; 

 Developing and strengthening Ferbane Business and Technology Park as: 

- A location for food processing and research, including the continued development of food 
incubator units and new focus on skincare and wellness products from developing linkages 
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with Bord na Móna new product development on former peat harvesting sites, for example; 
medicinal herbs, birchwater and aquaculture; 

- Opportunities for warehousing and distribution from existing and potentially new clusters of 
businesses; 

- Having the potential to become a centre for green energy and renewables research and 
development, manufacturing and bio-energy; and 

- A location for satellite offices for large multinationals, SMEs and campus space for third level 
institutions linked to ongoing research at Ferbane Bog and green energy projects on nearby 
peatlands, availing of abundant space, reasonable cost of land and access to green 
infrastructure. 

 Continued development and promotion of incubator units in the town, providing work space for 
start-up businesses in appropriately zoned locations in the town, linked to a wider programme of 
education and networking opportunities in order to adequately foster any new business. 

 Promoting Ferbane town and the wider area as a key destination for tourism, leisure and 
recreation activities, and accommodation linked to its proximity to important tourist destinations 
such as Clonmacnoise and Leamanaghan Monastic Sites, Lough Boora Discovery Park, the River 
Shannon, the River Brosna, Grand Canal Greenway and Athlone Castle Visitor Centre.  Should the 
number of visitors to the town increase as a result of the Grand Canal Greenway or Ferbane Bog 
in the short to medium future, there will be a need to increase the town’s tourist accommodation 
base as there is no bed and breakfast or hostel in the town. 

3.1 Economic Development Objectives 

It is an objective of this Settlement Plan to: 

EDO-01 Promote and develop Ferbane Business and Technology Park as: 

 A centre for green energy and renewables research and development, manufacturing and bio-
energy; 

 A location for satellite offices for large multinationals, Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) and 
campus space for third level institutions linked to ongoing research at Ferbane Bog and green 
energy projects; and 

 A centre of excellence for food research, development and production. 

EDO-02 Encourage the provision of high quality designs (including variations in design and scale), 
layout and boundary treatment within the Ferbane Business and Technology Park; 

EDO-03 Engage with and co-operate with employment agencies, such as the Offaly Local Development 
Company, Enterprise Ireland and the IDA, to foster an environment of job creation and attracting 
inward investment; 

EDO-04 Cooperate with government agencies and the Offaly Local Enterprise Office (LEO) in examining 
potential sites for industry and in attracting firms to any land zoned as such; 
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EDO-05 Improve the overall attractiveness of Ferbane for visitors to the town, including the 
enhancement of the visual amenity of the town and its approaches and through the encouragement 
of new or extended facilities for tourists, including quality tourist accommodation, attractions and 
activities. 

4. Residential  
Strategic Aims: 

 Deliver high quality housing of a sufficient scale, mix, tenure, sequence and density, located 
in optimum locations and aligned with adequate social and physical infrastructure; 

 Promote permeable, healthy sustainable communities that focus on place making and a 
sense of well-being to ensure Ferbane is an attractive place to live and work; and 

 Promote and support innovative housing models including live-work units, special needs 
housing and housing for older people in the Ferbane Town Centre. 

 

Figure 3.1 Ard Glas Residential Development 
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Figure 3.2 St. Cynocs Terrace Residential Development 

 

This Settlement Plan provides for new residential areas in Ferbane primarily to the north east, east 
and south of the Town Centre with other pockets of land on infill sites/brownfield sites in different 
areas identified suitable for housing also.  These development areas are clearly identifiable as 
sequential extensions to the already established urban fabric of the town, promoting the concept of 
compact growth, a key National Strategic Outcome (NSO 1) in Project Ireland 2040, the National 
Planning Framework and Regional Strategic Outcome (RSO 2) in the Eastern and Midland Regional 
Spatial and Economic Strategy.   It is critically important at this stage to highlight the key principles and 
standards envisaged for the development of quality residential environments as laid out in Chapter 13 
of Volume 1 of this Plan that will be applied by the Council in the lifetime of this Plan: 

1. Universal Access and Design with lifelong adaptability; 

2. Compact Growth; 

3. Green Infrastructure; 

4. Permeability; 

5. Healthy Place Making; 

6. Mix of house types, sizes and tenures; 

7. Section 28 Guidelines; and 

8. Sustainable Design and Climate Action. 
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Ferbane Town Centre is considered to be an appropriate location for innovative housing models 
including live-work units, special needs housing, social housing and housing for older people, reducing 
commuting levels from the town and encourage the development of brownfield sites and the reuse of 
older building stock, which in turn will maintain the vitality and vibrancy of the town centre. 

4.1 Residential Objectives 

It is an objective of this Settlement Plan to: 

RO-01 Secure the provision of social infrastructure, community and recreational facilities in tandem 
with residential development. 

RO-02 Encourage the appropriate redevelopment of brownfield and infill sites for mixed uses within 
the existing built-up footprint of the town. 

RO-03 Require that an appropriate mix of housing type, tenure, density and size is provided in all new 
residential areas and in appropriate brownfield/infill areas to meet the needs of the population of 
Ferbane, including the provision of appropriate supported housing and longer-term residential care 
solutions designed for older people and/or people with disabilities. 

 

5. Biodiversity and Landscape 
Strategic Aim: Provision of ecological connectivity and walking and cycling infrastructure throughout 
the town which links Ferbane’s Green Infrastructure; Ferbane Bog, River Brosna, Gallen Wood, 
Ballylin Amenity Woodland and Former Cow Park and Church of Ireland Ruins. 

 

Figure 5.1 River Brosna and its riparian zone 
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Figure 5.2 Old Railway Line 

Ferbane and its environs is host to a wide range of recreational and amenity assets or ‘Green 
Infrastructure’ some of which are referred at as ‘Wildlife Hotspots’ by local groups, in the form of the 
River Brosna, woodlands such as Priory Woods, Ballylin Woodlands and around the Church of Ireland 
ruins, meadow areas on the former Cow Park to the north of the Ferbane Business and Technology 
Park, the Grand Canal to the south and Ferbane Bog to the north of the town, all of which are shown 
in Figure 5.4 below.   

Ferbane Bog is a designated Special Area of Conservation under the EU Habitats Directive due to the 
presence of Annex I priority habitat raised bog.  Ferbane Bog is also one of 12 bogs in the country 
included in the EU Living Bog Project which seeks to implement active restoration measures to 
establish suitable conditions to peat to once again form on these bogs.  This plan recognises that there 
is a need to strike a balance between protecting this unique asset while also making provision for 
visitor facilities and ongoing research at Ferbane Bog and will liaise closely with the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service in this regard. 

This Plan seeks to establish a coherent, integrated and evolving green infrastructure network which 
extends from Ferbane Bog through the town and its ‘Wildlife Hotspots’ all the way to the Grand Canal 
Greenway, providing habitats for wildlife, air and water filtration, surface water management, 
recreational and tourism opportunities and “greener” neighbourhoods.   

Ferbane, located 800 metres north of the Grand Canal at Gallen Bridge, is well placed to tie in with the 
Grand Canal Greenway and benefit from providing both tourist accommodation and services from 
‘slow adventure’ tourism.  This Plan supports the provision of a footpath and cycleway stretching from 
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the N62 at Gallen to the south west of Gallen Prior View onto the R437 as far as Gallen Bridge to 
facilitate visitors to the town from the Grand Canal Greenway, as shown in Figure 5.6 below.  

 

Figure 5.3 Grand Canal 
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Figure 5.4 Ferbane’s existing Green Infrastructure and community facilities 
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Figure 5.5 Potential Green Infrastructure Linkages in Ferbane
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Figure 5.6 Indicative pedestrian linkage with town and Grand Canal Greenway 
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5.1 Biodiversity and Landscape Objectives  

It is an objective of this Settlement Plan to: 

NHO-01 Work with the relevant stakeholders to examine the feasibility of developing an amenity route 
along the disused Clara-Banagher railway and the banks of the River Brosna in Ferbane. 

NHO-02 Provide a footpath/cycleway along the N62 and R437 which links Ferbane with the Grand 
Canal Greenway to the south of the town. 

NHO-03 Upgrade the existing footpaths and lighting along the R436 and L-30048-1 between the 
Ferbane Business and Technology park and the disused Clara-Banagher railway. 

NHO-04 Provide visitor facilities, signs and notice boards and boardwalks around Ferbane Bog. 

NHO-05 Provide a linear park along and a pedestrian bridge across the River Brosna to the south east 
of the town centre. 

NHO-06 Provide a wetland amenity area to the south west of the town as shown in the Ferbane Town 
Objectives Map. 

 

6. Built Heritage 
Strategic Aim: Protect Ferbane’s built heritage assets which are a non-renewable resource that 
contributes to our understanding of the past.  

There is a rich variety of buildings in Ferbane included on the Record of Protected Structures (RPS) 
including Gallen Priory (located just outside the development boundary of the town), a number of 
commercial premises on Main Street, Brosna Bridge, the old Railway Station and a ruined church.  
Policies and objectives regarding the protection of architectural heritage are contained in Volume 1, 
Chapter 10 of this Plan. 

There is one recorded monument to the south east edge of the town and the associated zone or 
archaeological potential includes Gallen Priory.  This is the site of a Monastery founded by St. Cynoc 
in the 5th century.  Policies and objectives regarding the protection of archaeological heritage are 
contained in Volume 1, Chapter 10 of this Plan. 
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Figure 6.1 Ferbane’s built heritage 

 

Figure 6.2 Aghaboy Bridge 
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Figure 6.3 Gallen Priory Early Monastic Site 

6.1 Built Heritage Objectives  

It is an objective of this Settlement Plan to: 

BHO-01 Preserve and protect the structures and items from Ferbane Town listed in the Record of 
Protected Structures (RPS) identified in Volume 1 of the Offaly County Development Plan and as may 
be amended during the lifetime of the Plan. 

BHO-02 Protect the archaeological integrity of the remains of St. Cynocs monastery and the associated 
zone of archaeological potential which includes Gallen Priory. 

 

7. Key Infrastructure 
Strategic Aim: Early and/or timely provision (in tandem with development), of key physical and 
social infrastructure necessary for the future sustainable growth of Ferbane town. 

The sustainable consolidated and coherent growth of Ferbane is dependent on the satisfactory 
provision of key infrastructure associated with:  

 Movement and Connectivity; 

 Water, Wastewater, Drainage and Flooding; 

 Energy and communications; and 

 Waste and Recycling. 
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7.1 Movement and Connectivity 

Ferbane is located at the junction of the R436 and N62 roads and lies within easy reach of Athlone and 
Tullamore.  It is important that Ferbane maintains good transportation linkages to surrounding urban 
and rural areas, which is a key factor in maintaining and attracting future residential and economic 
populations.  

Bus Éireann services the town of Ferbane on the Athlone to Tralee, Regional Service while Local Link 
Laois-Offaly service connects Ferbane with towns in west Offaly and Athlone.  

It is proposed that a line for a north eastern relief route be reserved from the Ferbane Business Park 
westwards on to the N62.  This will allow both the Business Park and town centre to function more 
effectively.  The corridor for this relief road is shown on the Ferbane Settlement Plan Zoning Map. 

The approach roads to Ferbane have avoided serious proliferation of signage that can have negative 
visual impacts.  The Council supports the ongoing maintenance and improvement of the roadsides on 
the approach to the town.  While some gateway stone and planted gateway features and signage have 
been erected, over the lifetime of this Plan consideration may be given to the installation of a 
consistent scheme of gateway features on the approach roads to the town.  

 

Figure 7.1 Mass Path 

The Council will endeavour to make provisions for walkers and cyclists in Ferbane forming an 
integrated, safe, convenient, direct and comfortable network of routes, which will require: 

 Future development in the town to integrate itself with the existing street network of the town 
enhancing the quality of the pedestrian and cyclist experience along key local destinations in line 
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with Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas and accompanying Urban Design 
Manual (DoEHLG, 2009); 

 In the case of retrofitting existing areas, the Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets (DECLG, 
DTTAS, 2013 as updated in 2019) should be followed. 

The Mass Walk which runs from Saint Marys Catholic Church alongside Saint Cynocs National School 
to the north of the town centre relief road at Fairgreen/Old Fire Station is a great example of a 
successful permeable walking route allowing people in Ferbane, in particular school children walk and 
cycle safely and conveniently in preference to the private car as a mode of transport.  This Plan not 
only seeks to protect this route but also supports the provision of a ‘nature walk’ along these route 
and requires that any development of the Main Street backlands incorporates the Mass Walk in its 
design. 

 

Figure 7.2 Cycleway in Gallen on southern entrance to town 

7.2 Water, Wastewater, Drainage and Flooding 

7.2.1 Water Supply 

Ferbane’s water supply is taken from the Gageborough River and Ballyboughlin Borehole, storage is at 
Cor Hill and Aughamore.  There is spare capacity available.  

7.2.2 Wastewater Treatment 

The Ferbane wastewater treatment plant has sufficient spare capacity for the residential and 
commercial development planned for under this Settlement Plan.  Notwithstanding that the amount 
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of land zoned in the Plan allows for growth in the town, normal planning development management 
practice is that proposals are assessed as regards capacity of services to cater for them and 
development would not be permitted unless adequate treatment can be assured. 

7.2.3 Flooding 

This Plan has been subject to strategic flood risk assessment (SFRA) in accordance with “The Planning 
System and Flood Risk Management – Guidelines for Planning Authorities” as published by the 
Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government (2009).  The SFRA identified lands which 
may be at risk of flooding by reference to existing data sources.  The SFRA included a detailed Flood 
Risk Assessment where it was considered that this flood risk could threaten the strategic land-uses 
envisaged in the Land-Use Plan.  This allowed the application of the Justification Test to land-use 
classification decisions.  The SFRA made recommendations in relation to flood risk assessment and / 
or mitigation measures to accompany developments carried out within the Plan areas and also 
produced guidance on the management of surface water run-off.  

7.2.4 Surface Water 

In order to reduce surface water run-off and to minimise the risk of flooding, all developments in 
Ferbane should make provision for the inclusion of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS), in 
accordance with best management practices of same.  

7.2.5 Waste and Recycling 

There are recycling facilities available for public use located at the public car park at the Ferbane 
Heritage Centre.  The Council supports the expansion of such facilities on appropriate sites.  The Birr 
Recycling Centre is approximately 22km distant while the Derryclure Waste and Recycling facility is 
available to accept domestic and commercial waste for the wider region. 

7.2.6 Energy and Communications 

Enhanced development of secure and reliable electricity transmission infrastructure is recognised as 
being a key factor for supporting economic development and attracting investment to any area.  At 
present there is more than adequate electricity infrastructure supplying Ferbane. 

The Bord Gáis gas network does not currently extend to Ferbane town, however should a line be 
installed for the proposed Lumcloon gas powered station that consideration may be given to extending 
this line to serve nearby towns so that there would be gas supply connections available to domestic 
and business users.  The Council will encourage the extension of the gas network to Ferbane, if 
considered feasible.  

7.2.7 Broadband 

Broadband is readily available in Ferbane.  A number of telecoms providers have network 
infrastructure serving the area and provide various types of connectivity from fixed line to wireless 
and mobile broadband. 
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7.3 Key Infrastructure Objectives  

It is an objective of this Settlement Plan to: 

Roads and Access 

KIO-01 Investigate the feasibility of providing a future relief road in the indicative location as shown 
on the Ferbane Zoning Map taking into account environmental sensitivities as identified in the SEA 
Environmental Report and the policies and objectives of this County Development Plan relating to 
sustainable mobility, including Section 8.5.4 Corridor and Route Selection Process.  Development of 
any road proposal shall be subject to requirements of the EIA, Habitats, Water Framework and Floods 
Directives where relevant and appropriate.   

KIO-02 Prepare a Traffic Management Plan for Ferbane that examines the feasibility of a relief road 
for the town.  Where feasibility is established, the Council will seek to pursue and / or facilitate the 
relief road, subject to other provisions in the Plan including Section 8.5.4 Corridor and Route Selection 
Process in Volume 1 of this Plan.   

KIO-03 Provide where new development is proposed, new or additional access/linkages as indicated 
on the Ferbane Settlement Plan Objectives Map into adequately zoned and serviced land to provide 
for the opening up of the full development potential of backland, and developable areas in the town. 

KIO-04 Improve and upgrade all approach roads to the town as a method of enhancing the first 
impression of the town. 

KIO-05 Facilitate and implement measures to reduce or manage traffic associated with schools to 
regularise movement patterns and ease congestion.  

Electric Vehicles 

KIO-06 Identify car parks and other appropriate locations for the provision of battery charging 
infrastructure for electric cars. 

Walking and Cycling 

KIO-07 Support the progressive improvement of the amenity/walking/cycling network, to include 
existing and enhanced public footpaths along the main streets, and approach roads, including 
indicative internal distributor roads, providing linkages to existing and new developments, existing and 
future schools, cycling routes/lanes where possible and amenity corridors linking town centre, 
residential, community facilities, public amenities, commercial and transport nodes. 

KIO-08 Provide adequate, secure and sheltered bicycle parking facilities at appropriate locations at: (i) 
In the town centre (ii) Employment areas and (iii) Adjacent to heritage, community and amenity 
destinations. 

KIO-09 Upgrade existing footpaths, provide street lighting and facilitate the provision of a ‘nature walk’ 
along the Mass Path Looped Walk from Saint Marys Catholic Church alongside Saint Cynocs National 
School to the north of the town centre relief road. 
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KIO-10 Ensure footpaths in the town provide adequate access for persons with a disability or who have 
impaired mobility. 

KIO-11 Upgrade the existing footpaths and lighting along the R436 and L-30048-1 between the 
Ferbane Business and Technology Park and the disused Clara-Banagher railway. 

Surface Water and Flooding 

KIO-12 Upgrade and extend the surface water collection system for the town. 

KIO-13 Ensure that developments in ‘Constrained Land Use Zones’ comply with Objective LUZO-14 in 
Chapter 12 Land Use Zoning Objectives contained in Volume 1 of this County Development Plan. 

Gas Networks 

KIO-14 Encourage the extension of the Gas Network to Ferbane so as to provide gas supply 
connections to domestic and business users. 

KIO-15 Improve leak detection and resolve leakage, where possible, in the water supply network. 

 

8. Social Inclusion, Community and Cultural 
Development 

Strategic Objective: Facilitate and support a broad range of community, cultural and recreational 
facilities to serve the needs of the residents of the Plan area and its wider catchment. 

 

Figure 8.1 Ferbane Playground 
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8.1 Education and Childcare 

There is one primary school in the town; Saint Cynocs National School.  There is one post-primary 
school in Ferbane, Gallen Community School, located on the southwest bank of the River Brosna.  The 
location of both of Ferbane’s schools are within the town boundary.  The requirement for further 
educational facilities will be monitored throughout the Plan period having regard to the take up on 
residential development and ongoing consultation with the Department of Education and Skills.  In 
identifying suitably located lands, the Council has had regard to the Development Plans: Guidelines for 
Planning Authorities (DEHLG, 2007), the Department of Education and Skills Technical Guidance 
Documents for primary schools and the Memorandum of Understanding between the Department of 
Education and Skills and the County and City Managers Association on acquisition of sites for school 
purposes (2012). 

The existing pedestrian and cycling infrastructure within the town and proposed under this Plan, will 
continue to facilitate children and parents walking and cycling to school in line with the ‘Sustainable 
Mobility’ National Strategic Outcome of Project Ireland 2040, The National Planning Framework. 

Currently childcare services are primarily delivered by the private sector within Ferbane.  There is a 
variety of private childcare facilities including full day care facilities, sessional services, pre-school, 
crèche facilities, Montessori and after school facilities (refer to Table 8.1 Community Facilities). 

The Council recognises that the availability of good quality, appropriately located and accessible early 
childcare facilities is important to support the development of sustainable communities. 

8.2 Healthcare 

There are a number of existing healthcare facilities including medical centres, dental practice and a 
nursing home within the town.  The Council will continue to work with healthcare service providers 
and key stakeholders, including the HSE and private bodies to strengthen healthcare services in 
Ferbane. 

8.3 Community 

Ferbane has a vibrant and dynamic community with social and voluntary groups active in many aspects 
of life in the town.  The community facilities that have been developed over time reflect this ongoing 
activity.  The town has a number of community facilities including a Roman Catholic Church, public 
library, community centre, playground, health centre and a parochial hall.  The Council recognises the 
need for the provision of facilities for young people within the town in particular. 

There are a number of sporting clubs, activities and facilities located within Ferbane.  The clubs and 
societies managing and promoting sporting activities in Ferbane have varied individual requirements 
for playing pitches, club houses, halls, ancillary structures as well as ancillary car parking.  Many of the 
existing sporting activities and facilities are located within the boundary of Ferbane Town in proximity 
to other services and are facilitated by footpaths, lighting and car parking.  

Ferbane has a strong GAA club, with Gaelic football and hurling teams at both adult and underage 
levels.  Gallen FC is the local soccer club.  Both clubs have their pitches and facilities within the town 
boundary. 
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Offaly County Council will seek to promote and encourage a range of sporting activities in Ferbane that 
not only contribute to the town but to its wider hinterland also.  Offaly County Council will encourage 
sporting clubs to expand or re-develop existing facilities and to maximise the usage of existing lands 
given over to the sporting activities associated with those clubs.  Should a demonstrable need arise to 
re-locate clubs and their associated facilities, the Council would encourage their re-location to lands 
within the town boundary of Ferbane, within walking distance of residential areas and along well lit 
roads with footpaths. 

Table 8.1 Community Facilities 

Category of Community Facilities  List of Existing Facilities  

Education Primary School 

Secondary School 

Childcare 1 playschool and 1 community childcare facility 

Parks and Playground 1 community playground 

Healthcare and Garda Station Full GP service 

Autism Unit at Gallen Community School 

Two pharmacies 

HSE health centre 

Dentist 

Garda Station 

Sports Facilities Including (but not limited to): 

GAA Club 

Soccer Club 

Rugby Club 

Pitch and Putt Club 

Other community facilities and 
organisations 

Scouts and Girl Guides 

Health and Fitness Centre 

Care for older persons Gallen Priory Nursing Home 
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8.4 Culture 

Ferbane has a vibrant local music and arts scene.  The Council supports the further development of 
these activities over the course of the Plan in partnership with the community, in particular to 
maximise its proximity to Sculpture in the Parklands and Belmont Mill, and to identify a suitable 
location within the town to host festivals and markets. 

 

Figure 8.1 Educational and Community facilities in Ferbane 
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8.5 Social Inclusion, Community and Cultural Development Objectives 

It is an objective of this Settlement Plan to: 

CECO-01 Facilitate and promote the upgrading and enhancement of community facilities in the town. 

CECO-02 Use development levies under Sections 48 and 49 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 
as amended to fund community and sports facilities. 

CECO-03 Facilitate the provision of schools by zoning suitable lands capable of meeting the demands 
of the projected population of Ferbane. 

CECO-04 Encourage shared use of existing educational and community facilities for community and 
non-school purposes where possible, in order to promote sustainable use of such infrastructure and 
meet the needs of Ferbane’s growing population. 

CECO-05 Facilitate sports and community groups in the acquisition and/or use of lands for sports and 
recreation purposes. 

CECO-06 Support and facilitate improvements to and the expansion of existing educational, early 
learning, childcare and health care facilities at appropriate locations in Ferbane. 

CECO-07 Support and promote the development of facilities and services for older people at 
appropriate locations in Ferbane. 

CECO-08 Support and promote the development of cultural, arts and performance spaces in Ferbane. 

CECO-09 Support the Tidy Towns Committee and community groups and associations in reducing 
litter, while maintaining and improving the overall environment of the town. 

CECO-10 Support the refurbishment and upgrade of Ferbane Library in accordance with the Offaly 
County Library Development Plan. 

CECO-11 Support the renovation of the Old Parochial Hall in Ferbane and its redevelopment for 
community uses. 

 

9. Climate Action 
Strategic Aim: Enhance climate adaptation and mitigation, and accelerate a transition to a low 
carbon, climate resilient and environmentally sustainable economy in Ferbane. 

This Settlement Plan will integrate a series of measures focusing on compact growth, town centre 
regeneration, sustainable mobility and green infrastructure protection and enhancement that will help 
in conjunction with the towns strategic location to the west Offaly peatlands, provide a sustainable 
low carbon and climate resilient future for Ferbane town. 

The Council will seek to ensure that all development in the Plan area will contribute positively towards 
reduced energy consumption and the associated carbon footprint.  It will achieve this by: 
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 Ensuring land is used effectively by minimising the amount of greenfield urban sprawl 
development over the course of the Plan with development of compact brownfield/infill land 
being encouraged; 

 Ensuring that development proposals incorporate where possible alternative energy 
technologies; 

 Promoting the retrofitting of existing housing, commercial and public buildings to reduce energy 
demands; 

 Prioritise sustainable mobility i.e.  public transport, walking and cycling and integrate land use 
and transportation in order to reduce travel demand; 

 Requiring all buildings in the Plan area to incorporate environmentally sustainable design 
principles in their design and construction in accordance with Development Management 
Standards set out in Chapter 13 of Volume 1 of this County Development Plan; and 

 Incorporating Green Infrastructure techniques, such as the use of green roofs and walls and SuDs 
into developments and provide new Green Infrastructure elements and connections between 
existing Green Infrastructure as outlined in Section 5 of this Settlement Plan. 

9.1 Climate Action Objectives 

It is an objective of the Settlement Plan to: 

CAO-01 Support the implementation of the Offaly County Climate Change Adaptation Strategy and 
promote Ferbane as a key driver of the transition to a low carbon economy within the west of the 
county. 

CAO-02 Support the effective and efficient use of land, prioritising compact growth through the 
development of brownfield/infill land in the built-up footprint of the town in preference to greenfield 
land. 

CAO-03 Seek integration of positive climate change mitigation and adaptation measures in all planning 
applications in Ferbane Town.  Promote the use of biodiversity techniques, blue and green walls and 
roofs and Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SuDs) and support the design of developments that 
harvest ‘grey’ water for re-use and minimise the usage of fresh water supplies. 

CAO-04 Provide LED lighting in all new lighting and retrofitting of existing lighting throughout the town. 

CAO-05 Identify car parks and other appropriate locations for the provision of battery charging 
infrastructure for electric vehicles in Ferbane. 
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10. Land Use and Zoning 
Lands within Ferbane are zoned for various land uses.  The provisions of Part V of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 (as amended) shall apply to land zoned solely for residential use or a mixture 
of residential and other uses.  Chapter 12 in Volume 1 of this County Development Plan contains the 
zoning categories identified in the Plan area together with the accompanying matrix. 

 

11. Access and Linkages  
The zoning objectives map also includes indicative arrows and circles showing the location of accesses 
and linkages, should the lands in question be developed in the lifetime of the Plan – these links will 
provide improved vehicular, cyclist and pedestrian access.  These links are part of an overall approach 
to achieving increased permeability throughout the town.  The arrows do not show the precise line of 
any roadway but demonstrate that a connection will be required.  This approach allows for flexibility 
to be applied to proposed schemes.  Developments within the town will be required to provide 
improved connectivity to adjoining developed and undeveloped lands where possible.  Cul-de-sacs will 
be discouraged.  Some of these links may be achieved through one development while others will be 
an incremental part of an overall objective.  Please also refer to Chapter 8 Sustainable Mobility and 
Accessibility in Volume 1 of this Plan.  
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REVIEW OF COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

Online to: www.offaly.ie/cdp2021-2027 

Submission on behalf of Ferbane Tidy Towns to Stage 2 Consultation. 

5th October 2020  

A chara,  

We are delighted to have the opportunity to make a further submission for the second stage of consultation to the Offaly County Development Plan 2021-
2027. It is encouraging to see ideas from the first Ferbane Tidy Towns submission making their way into the plan. We welcome the general approach 
outlined in the draft Ferbane Town Plan as well as the overall county plan and wish to further contribute our proposals. These comments are focussed on 
detail and expression based on our local knowledge and experience of the town and are intended to support and reinforce the strategies, policies and 
objectives that have already been considered in the draft.  

Just to reiterate - In May 2019, the Draft Ferbane Community Action Plan was published. Simultaneously Ferbane Tidy Towns developed a Green 
Infrastructure Plan for Ferbane as a discussion document for the town. It supports the aims and objectives of the Ferbane CAP and encapsulates specific 
projects within the environmental context of green infrastructure. The GI Strategy has now evolved through stakeholder consultation into the document 
attached (version Feb 2020) as part of this submission.  

This environmental context of the GI Plan has 4 strands:  

1. Access, health and well-being 
2. Natural Heritage 
3. Sustainable Drainage  
4. Cultural Heritage  

Since the first submission, the projects in the GI Plan have continued to evolve, notably the Fairgreen and Riverwalk projects.  

http://www.offaly.ie/cdp2021-2027


 
 
We also enclose the Biodiversity Management Strategy (2014) which identifies sensitive sites and area with potential for enhancing biodiversity, including a 
5 year plan (some projects completed, some underway, some to be commenced) and a long term vision.  

The comments below relate primarily to reinforcing the strategies in the GI Plan and the work of Ferbane Tidy Towns, and its supporting role in the Ferbane 
Community Action Plan. Some comments may be relevant and applicable to similar towns in the county.   

 

1.5 Strategic Aims for Ferbane 

Strategy 6 is related to green infrastructure.  

Draft Ferbane Town Plan  Ferbane Tidy Towns comment  Notes  
1.5 Strategic Aims for Ferbane 
Strategy 6 is related to green infrastructure.  
 
6. Provision of ecological connectivity and walking 
and cycling infrastructure throughout the town 
which links Ferbane’s Green Infrastructure; Ferbane 
Bog, River Brosna, Gallen Wood, Ballylin Amenity 
Woodland and Former Cow Park and Church of 
Ireland Ruins. 
 

The aim doesn’t fully capture the idea of the 4 strands of the GI 
Plan noted above; consider:  
 ‘Provision of existing and new green infrastructure connectivity for 
Access health and well-being; Natural Heritage; Sustainable 
drainage; and Cultural Heritage across corridor links and places. 
These include the public realm (civic and green open spaces); 
residential open spaces; Fairgreen, Mass Path, church grounds (ie 
CoI and RC), Ferbane Bog, River Brosna, Grand Canal, Gallen and 
Gallen Wood, Ballylin Amenity Woodland and Former Cow Park and 
landfill area. 
 

 

 Before opportunity sites, please include an objective on reviewing 
the existing empty building stock to evaluate and promote re-use of 
buildings (e.g. St Mary’s Hall -  see GI Plan for uses, CoI school and 
Church, empty shops etc, ). 

 



 
 

Opportunity site 2  
 

Consider adding ‘completion of street corridor of Old Chapel Lane’ 
as it requires a thoughtful approach to reinstating the urban 
structure in this area.  

 

2.4 Fairgreen The Fairgreen area north of Ferbane’s 
Main Street offers potential to develop a high-
quality plaza and public space. The development of 
this area will provide an attractive entrance to 
Ferbane town centre from the north and a local 
focal space allowing for a range of activities such as 
markets and public gatherings. Any proposals for 
this area would need to incorporate an uncluttered 
central space, free of permanent features, to allow 
for a range of activities in the space and high-quality 
surface design and materials. 

Consider: The Fairgreen area north of Ferbane’s Main Street offers 
potential to develop a high quality civic and green open space as a 
town park. The development of this area will provide an attractive 
entrance to Ferbane town centre from the north and a local focal 
space - the heart of the town - allowing for a range of activities such 
as markets and public gatherings. Any proposals for this area would 
need to incorporate civic and open space amenity, to allow for a 
range of activities in the space through high quality design and 
materials. 

 

2.5 Town Centre Objectives 
 

  

TCO-01 Promote the town centre as the priority 
location for commercial, civic, social, and cultural 
development and to promote new infill and back 
land development that consolidates and 
regenerates the existing urban core. 

Consider adding open space amenity   

TCO-03 Further improve the streetscape and public 
realm including reviewing and maintaining paving 
and street furniture in particular. 

Consider including sustainable drainage and street tree planting, 
and sustainable lighting (Low energy, low light pollution).  

 

TCO-04 Work with service providers with a view to 
undergrounding overhead cables visible within the 
town centre 

Consider adding ‘and rationalising overhead cables and lighting on 
the approaches to the town)  

 

TCO-06 Explore the feasibility of providing a piece of 
civic art within the town centre. 

Consider – provision of civic artwork in the town (ie not limited to 
one piece, one type etc)  

 



 
 

TCO-08 Carry out streetscape/public realm works to 
the west of the junction of the Ballyclare Road with 
the Main Street; 

Consider a more general streetscape/ public realm works, 
coordinating this junction with other main street 
junctions/crossings etc. (possibly TII involvement?)  

 

TCO-09 Provide a high-quality civic space at the old 
fire station/Fairgreen at the intersection of the 
town’s relief road and the Main Street. 

This is a civic space and town park/ green open space in the current 
Fairgreen proposals (plan attached).  

 

 Consider adding ‘Improvement to approaches to the town including 
speed limits and traffic calming, signage, lighting and footpaths, 
planting and drainage. Improve access and approaches to Food 
Campus and Business park to encourage walking and cycling.  

 

4. Residential Consider adding: Support existing residential communities in 
maximising use of their residential open space.  

 

5. Biodiversity and Landscape Strategic Aim: 
Provision of ecological connectivity and walking and 
cycling infrastructure throughout the town which 
links Ferbane’s Green Infrastructure; Ferbane Bog, 
River Brosna, Gallen Wood, Ballylin Amenity 
Woodland and Former Cow Park and Church of 
Ireland Ruins. 

As noted above:  
‘Provision of existing and new green infrastructure connectivity for 
access, health and well-being; Natural Heritage; Sustainable 
drainage; and Cultural Heritage across corridor links and places. 
These include the public realm (civic and green open spaces); 
residential open spaces; Fairgreen, Mass Path, church grounds (i.e. 
CoI and RC), Ferbane Bog, River Brosna, Grand Canal, Gallen and 
Gallen Wood, Ballylin Amenity Woodland and Former Cow Park and 
landfill area. 
 

 

 FTT would very much welcome further discussion on the 
cycling/walking connectivity, particularly to the bogs, 
Clonmacnoise, and grand canal greenway  

 

Figure 5.5 Potential Green Infrastructure Linkages in 
Ferbane 

See also GI Plan for links and Biodiversity Management Plan. GI links 
are not always pedestrian routes but include waterways, 
hedgerows etc. FTT would welcome a workshop on the routes 
proposed in fig 5.5 to clarify location and context.   

 



 
 

Figure 5.6 Indicative pedestrian linkage with town 
and Grand Canal Greenway 

Pedestrian/cycle linkage.  
Consider access from east along river Brosna too (leaving Grand 
Canal earlier) 

 

NHO-05 Provide a linear park along and a 
pedestrian bridge across the River Brosna to the 
south east of the town centre. 

Bear in mind this is a riparian woodland noted in the biodiversity 
management plan. The pedestrian bridge is the existing railway 
bridge which also has a great deal of heritage quality.  

 

NHO-06 Provide a wetland amenity area to the 
south west of the town as shown in the Ferbane 
Town Objectives Map. 

Note there is a horse-shoe area of the former alignment of the 
Brosna which is a wetland area. 
Also – the biodiversity management plan identifies a wet grassland 
area to the south east of the Main St. see below circled in red. 
Drainage leads to tributaries of the Brosna and therefore potential 
for use in sustainable drainage systems.   

 

 



 
 

Settlement plan  FTT would welcome a review of designation of open space zoning 
such as wetland areas, Fairgreen, CoI graveyard etc.  

 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to further contribute to the plan, and please do contact us if you require any clarification on any of the above. 

 

Is mise, le meas, 

X
Aoibhinn Molloy Roche
Secretary, Ferbane TidyTowns

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

REVIEW OF COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

Online to: www.offaly.ie/cdp2021-2027 

Submission on behalf of Ferbane Tidy Towns to Stage 2 Consultation. 

5th October 2020  

A chara,  

We are delighted to have the opportunity to make a further submission for the second stage of consultation to the Offaly County Development Plan 2021-

2027. It is encouraging to see ideas from the first Ferbane Tidy Towns submission making their way into the plan. We welcome the general approach 

outlined in the draft Ferbane Town Plan as well as the overall county plan and wish to further contribute our proposals. These comments are focussed on 

detail and expression based on our local knowledge and experience of the town and are intended to support and reinforce the strategies, policies and 

objectives that have already been considered in the draft.  

Just to reiterate - In May 2019, the Draft Ferbane Community Action Plan was published. Simultaneously Ferbane Tidy Towns developed a Green 

Infrastructure Plan for Ferbane as a discussion document for the town. It supports the aims and objectives of the Ferbane CAP and encapsulates specific 

projects within the environmental context of green infrastructure. The GI Strategy has now evolved through stakeholder consultation into the document 

attached (version Feb 2020) as part of this submission.  

This environmental context of the GI Plan has 4 strands:  

1. Access, health and well-being 

2. Natural Heritage 

3. Sustainable Drainage  

4. Cultural Heritage  

Since the first submission, the projects in the GI Plan have continued to evolve, notably the Fairgreen and Riverwalk projects.  

http://www.offaly.ie/cdp2021-2027


 
 
We also enclose the Biodiversity Management Strategy (2014) which identifies sensitive sites and area with potential for enhancing biodiversity, including a 

5 year plan (some projects completed, some underway, some to be commenced) and a long term vision.  

The comments below relate primarily to reinforcing the strategies in the GI Plan and the work of Ferbane Tidy Towns, and its supporting role in the Ferbane 

Community Action Plan. Some comments may be relevant and applicable to similar towns in the county.   

 

1.5 Strategic Aims for Ferbane 

Strategy 6 is related to green infrastructure.  

Draft Ferbane Town Plan  Ferbane Tidy Towns comment  Notes  

1.5 Strategic Aims for Ferbane 
Strategy 6 is related to green infrastructure.  
 
6. Provision of ecological connectivity and walking 
and cycling infrastructure throughout the town 
which links Ferbane’s Green Infrastructure; Ferbane 
Bog, River Brosna, Gallen Wood, Ballylin Amenity 
Woodland and Former Cow Park and Church of 
Ireland Ruins. 
 

The aim doesn’t fully capture the idea of the 4 strands of the GI 
Plan noted above; consider:  
 ‘Provision of existing and new green infrastructure connectivity for 
Access health and well-being; Natural Heritage; Sustainable 
drainage; and Cultural Heritage across corridor links and places. 
These include the public realm (civic and green open spaces); 
residential open spaces; Fairgreen, Mass Path, church grounds (ie 
CoI and RC), Ferbane Bog, River Brosna, Grand Canal, Gallen and 
Gallen Wood, Ballylin Amenity Woodland and Former Cow Park and 
landfill area. 
 

 

 Before opportunity sites, please include an objective on reviewing 
the existing empty building stock to evaluate and promote re-use of 
buildings (e.g. St Mary’s Hall -  see GI Plan for uses, CoI school and 
Church, empty shops etc, ). 

 



 
 

Opportunity site 2  
 

Consider adding ‘completion of street corridor of Old Chapel Lane’ 
as it requires a thoughtful approach to reinstating the urban 
structure in this area.  

 

2.4 Fairgreen The Fairgreen area north of Ferbane’s 
Main Street offers potential to develop a high-
quality plaza and public space. The development of 
this area will provide an attractive entrance to 
Ferbane town centre from the north and a local 
focal space allowing for a range of activities such as 
markets and public gatherings. Any proposals for 
this area would need to incorporate an uncluttered 
central space, free of permanent features, to allow 
for a range of activities in the space and high-quality 
surface design and materials. 

Consider: The Fairgreen area north of Ferbane’s Main Street offers 
potential to develop a high quality civic and green open space as a 
town park. The development of this area will provide an attractive 
entrance to Ferbane town centre from the north and a local focal 
space - the heart of the town - allowing for a range of activities such 
as markets and public gatherings. Any proposals for this area would 
need to incorporate civic and open space amenity, to allow for a 
range of activities in the space through high quality design and 
materials. 

 

2.5 Town Centre Objectives 
 

  

TCO-01 Promote the town centre as the priority 
location for commercial, civic, social, and cultural 
development and to promote new infill and back 
land development that consolidates and 
regenerates the existing urban core. 

Consider adding open space amenity   

TCO-03 Further improve the streetscape and public 
realm including reviewing and maintaining paving 
and street furniture in particular. 

Consider including sustainable drainage and street tree planting, 
and sustainable lighting (Low energy, low light pollution).  

 

TCO-04 Work with service providers with a view to 
undergrounding overhead cables visible within the 
town centre 

Consider adding ‘and rationalising overhead cables and lighting on 
the approaches to the town)  

 

TCO-06 Explore the feasibility of providing a piece of 
civic art within the town centre. 

Consider – provision of civic artwork in the town (ie not limited to 
one piece, one type etc)  

 



 
 

TCO-08 Carry out streetscape/public realm works to 
the west of the junction of the Ballyclare Road with 
the Main Street; 

Consider a more general streetscape/ public realm works, 
coordinating this junction with other main street 
junctions/crossings etc. (possibly TII involvement?)  

 

TCO-09 Provide a high-quality civic space at the old 
fire station/Fairgreen at the intersection of the 
town’s relief road and the Main Street. 

This is a civic space and town park/ green open space in the current 
Fairgreen proposals (plan attached).  

 

 Consider adding ‘Improvement to approaches to the town including 
speed limits and traffic calming, signage, lighting and footpaths, 
planting and drainage. Improve access and approaches to Food 
Campus and Business park to encourage walking and cycling.  

 

4. Residential Consider adding: Support existing residential communities in 
maximising use of their residential open space.  

 

5. Biodiversity and Landscape Strategic Aim: 
Provision of ecological connectivity and walking and 
cycling infrastructure throughout the town which 
links Ferbane’s Green Infrastructure; Ferbane Bog, 
River Brosna, Gallen Wood, Ballylin Amenity 
Woodland and Former Cow Park and Church of 
Ireland Ruins. 

As noted above:  
‘Provision of existing and new green infrastructure connectivity for 
access, health and well-being; Natural Heritage; Sustainable 
drainage; and Cultural Heritage across corridor links and places. 
These include the public realm (civic and green open spaces); 
residential open spaces; Fairgreen, Mass Path, church grounds (i.e. 
CoI and RC), Ferbane Bog, River Brosna, Grand Canal, Gallen and 
Gallen Wood, Ballylin Amenity Woodland and Former Cow Park and 
landfill area. 
 

 

 FTT would very much welcome further discussion on the 
cycling/walking connectivity, particularly to the bogs, 
Clonmacnoise, and grand canal greenway  

 

Figure 5.5 Potential Green Infrastructure Linkages in 
Ferbane 

See also GI Plan for links and Biodiversity Management Plan. GI links 
are not always pedestrian routes but include waterways, 
hedgerows etc. FTT would welcome a workshop on the routes 
proposed in fig 5.5 to clarify location and context.   

 



 
 

Figure 5.6 Indicative pedestrian linkage with town 
and Grand Canal Greenway 

Pedestrian/cycle linkage.  
Consider access from east along river Brosna too (leaving Grand 
Canal earlier) 

 

NHO-05 Provide a linear park along and a 
pedestrian bridge across the River Brosna to the 
south east of the town centre. 

Bear in mind this is a riparian woodland noted in the biodiversity 
management plan. The pedestrian bridge is the existing railway 
bridge which also has a great deal of heritage quality.  

 

NHO-06 Provide a wetland amenity area to the 
south west of the town as shown in the Ferbane 
Town Objectives Map. 

Note there is a horse-shoe area of the former alignment of the 
Brosna which is a wetland area. 
Also – the biodiversity management plan identifies a wet grassland 
area to the south east of the Main St. see below circled in red. 
Drainage leads to tributaries of the Brosna and therefore potential 
for use in sustainable drainage systems.   

 

 



 
 

Settlement plan  FTT would welcome a review of designation of open space zoning 
such as wetland areas, Fairgreen, CoI graveyard etc.  

 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to further contribute to the plan, and please do contact us if you require any clarification on any of the above. 

 

Is mise, le meas, 

X
Aoibhinn Molloy Roche

Secretary, Ferbane TidyTowns
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