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Mark Mahon, 

District Engineer, Offaly County Council 

Edenderry Municipal District,  

Town Hall, O’Connell Square,  

Edenderry, Co Offaly R45 K766 

 

Dear Mark, 

RE: Rhode Green Energy Park, Input to Stage 2 Draft County Development Plan Consultation 

Process  – October 2020 

I refer to the RPS ‘Opportunity Assessment Report’ for Rhode Green Energy Park, which is currently nearing 

completion.  As requested we have examined the current Stage 2 Draft (July 2020) of the Offaly County 

Development Plan (CDP) with respect to the Rhode project.  The following are some areas where the Stage 

2 Draft CDP would benefit from review / revision in order to facilitate the opportunities emerging at Rhode. 

 

Overall 

The thrust of the Stage 2 Draft CDP aligns well with the opportunities emerging at Rhode, in relation to 

potential for renewable energy, enterprise development and addressing the Just Transition challenges and 

opportunities in the Midlands. 

Description of Rhode Green Energy Park 

The concept for the Rhode Green Energy Park is still being developed and may evolve in the lifetime of the 

CDP.  For the purpose of the current consultation, the following summary description might be useful: 

The Rhode Green Energy Park  

The Rhode Green Energy Park is an innovative concept that demonstrates an opportunity to address 

pressing regional and national challenges relating to economic vitality, climate change and energy 

security. Offaly can remain a strategic source of energy, lead the way in lower carbon and renewable 

energy generation and demonstrate the effectiveness of co-location of energy users and producers. 

The existing Rhode Business Park in North County Offaly is ideally located to become a seed-bed 

for enterprise and a focal point for an emerging transformed energy sector.  The future of this 

transformed energy sector lies in effectively integrating renewable energy production with energy 

storage and transmission systems that are accessible to end users. 

The following three strategic opportunities are emerging as the most promising ways to develop the 

Rhode Green Energy Park opportunity further.   
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1. Strand 1: Energy decarbonisation/ innovation hub built around renewable energy, energy 
storage, hydrogen and electricity system integration. 

2. Strand 2: Eco-Industrial Park model whereby large-scale energy intensive employment – for 
example in data centres, agri-food, horticulture, bio-economy – develops around the electricity 
and heat resources available. 

3. Strand 3: Educational/ Innovation/ Centre of Learning for renewables and electricity grid: to 
improve awareness within the community of how the energy transition is happening, for 
collaboration with stakeholders across the Midlands Region and to create partnerships with 
University and Third Level Institutions. 

 

In all of these concepts, the Rhode Green Energy Park concept is seen as a regional or national scale 

initiative, rather than simply a local one.  The concepts above are options that are complimentary and 

can be advanced concurrently. 

 

Energy Systems Integration (Climate Action and Energy Chapter). 

In addition to the topics already covered in this chapter, the opportunity arising in relation to Energy 

Systems Integration should be referred to.  One of the challenges in achieving national targets for 

decarbonisation of electricity will be how to achieve very high levels of renewable energy sources on the 

national grid without compromising the stability of the grid.  The national target for 2030 is to achieve 70% 

renewable electricity on our grid (a level not currently achieved anywhere in the world).  As well as increased 

renewable generation, there will be a need for more ‘grid services’ including installations for energy storage, 

stability and balancing.   

There are also parallel proposals to decarbonise the gas system, by the introduction of renewable gas (e.g. 

biomethane) and hydrogen from renewable sources.  Gas Network Ireland has a programme to significantly 

decarbonise the gas grid by 2050. 

There will be excess renewable electricity on the grid at certain times, and the use of this ‘curtailed’ electricity 

will also create opportunities – for example, conversion of excess renewable power to hydrogen gas, which 

can then be used as a fuel, or potentially supplied to the gas gird.  

Furthermore the management and optimisation of energy flows will create the need for new systems and 

services.   

All of the above are systems and services that may be applied in County Offaly and would benefit from 

inclusion in the CDP.  Some of the innovative solutions required have already been implemented at Rhode 

GEP, and there are further proposals emerging in this field.  

 

Zoning / Suitability of future land uses within the Park. 

The land-use zoning as Industrial and Warehousing in the Stage 2 Draft CDP appears compatible with the 

forms of development emerging from the Opportunity Assessment prepared by RPS.   

There are also opportunities for enterprise development and education that would sit well in the Business/ 

Technology Zoning’.  

The opportunities emerging are tending to span across both zoning types.  

 

Whether ‘logistics’ is appropriate. 

The Stage 2 Draft CDP includes reference to ‘logistics’ among the uses that might be potentially suitable for 

the Rhode GEP.  This should be re-examined.  The energy/ innovation and enterprise theme that is 

emerging for the GEP might not be compatible with (for example) a busy logistics/warehouse depot, which 

would have a large footprint, but might not have any synergies or relationship with other occupants. 
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Eco-Industrial Park Concept. 

One of the longer term opportunities emerging at Rhode is for an Eco-Industrial Park.  This would involve a 

number of industrial companies operating in a ‘circular economy’ approach, whereby resources and residues 

are shared or transferred between facilities, enabling high levels of energy efficiency and resource efficiency.  

An example would be use of residual heat from one business as an energy source for another adjacent 

business.  Proposals for this type of ‘clustering’ of enterprise is already emerging at Rhode GEP, but the 

realisation of the concept will be a longer term project that will develop over time.   

The ability to interconnect facilities and build a wider range of enterprise / employment around the existing 

Green Energy Park is emphasized. 

Equally, developments that come forward for planning permission should be expected to cater for this 

connectivity, and enable physical connections (roads) and services interconnection (pipes, cables, etc.) 

 

Scope to develop beyond the existing Green Energy Park boundary. 

The core area of the Green Energy Park (circa 5 hectares) provides several opportunities and already has 

operational energy facilities. However, some proposals may require larger land banks adjacent to the site.  

Examples would include large scale renewable energy projects, large scale data centres, or large scale 

industrial companies.  The Park concept will enable other complimentary and connecting development, so 

long as the design ethos and coherence of the park is respected.  It would be useful for the CDP to reflect 

this opportunity and enable compatible development, so long as it will be successfully integrated with the 

long term project.  That could be achieved in text or possibly the inclusion of a diagram/ mapping change in 

the vicinity of the GEP. 

 

Community Integration – Recreation, Connections. 

At the moment, the Park is linked to the village footpath network and forms part of an informal walking loop 

popular with the local community.  This has potential to be strengthened and expanded, for example with 

planned cycleway networks and connections to Croghan Hill.  Integration of proposed renewable energy 

facilities with amenity walkways/ cycleways would also be beneficial and can lead to a better integration of 

the energy proposals with the community. This might be reflected in the CDP. 

 

Sustainable Design Approach. 

The concept for the Green Energy Park will include a high standard of design and landscaping, and 

implementation of sustainable design principles (e.g. in relation to sustainable drainage, lighting, 

connectivity, biodiversity, etc.).  The vision for the physical development of the GEP is in some ways more 

closely related to the ‘Business/ Technology Park’ model described in the Stage 2 draft CDP.  This might be 

reflected in the CDP. 

 

Data Centre Potential. 

Our report will identify potential for Data Centre development at Rhode, albeit further feasibility work is 

required to identify all of the enabling infrastructure requirements.  Within the GEP itself, land is available for 

a small-medium sized Data Centre(s), whereas land adjacent to the park would be required for large scale 

development.  It would be useful is the CDP enabled such an approach. 
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Visitor Centre/ Education initiative. 

One option explored in our report is for an Education facility/ Centre of learning.  For example this might 

focus on the energy transition, renewable energy technology and energy systems integration. It could also 

reflect the energy transition across the decades at Rhode, as part of a Just Transition initiative.  It would be 

useful is the CDP enabled such an approach. 

 

Infrastructure improvements. 

Realising the potential at Rhode GEP will require further development of connecting infrastructure.  It is not 

possible at this stage to be specific on the location or capacity of these improvements.  It is likely that some 

or all of the following measures some will be required. 

 Upgrading physical environment of the existing Business Park (roads, footpaths, landscaping). 

 R400 road improvements. 

 footpaths/ cycleways 

 Improved telecommunications (fibre) infrastructure. 

 Wastewater treatment facility capacity expansion. 

 Water supply improvements. 

 Electricity grid connections and potential expansion of existing substation. 

 Gas grid connection to the site. 

 Interconnecting services (heat networks, electricity, gas, water, etc.) between companies operating 

in and around the Park.  

 

Conclusion 

Overall the Rhode GEP concept that is emerging is very well aligned with the Stage 2 draft CDP.  It might be 

possible to strengthen references to Rhode GEP and its potential to be a significant intervention for Offaly 

and the Midlands Region during the plan period 2021-2027. 

 

There is more information available now to the forward planning team in Offaly County Council in relation to 

the Rhode Green Energy park concept compared to when the Stage 2 Draft was being prepared. We 

recommend that the ‘Opportunity Assessment Report’ being finalised by RPS should be considered when 

the team is completing the next stage of revision of the CDP.  The topics set out above capture the main 

planning-related aspects of the project and identify areas where further alignment of policy might be 

achieved to enable the potential at Rhode to be developed. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

for RPS Group Limited 

 

 

 

Conall Boland 

Senior Consultant 

Conall.Boland@rpsgroup.com 

01-4882900 

 


