PUBLIC CONSULTATION

Offaly County Council: Proposed Material Alterations to the Draft Offaly County
Noveinnmeant Blan 70242027
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Chagpter 4 of the Draft County Offaly Development Plan: Biodiversity and tandscane, Pa

chidentifies Lemanaghan as “highly sensitive to new developments, which could potentially domage
the historical character and the cuitural and social importance of the area.”

Stating that "The Council shall endeuvour to ensure that planning cpplications for deveiopment,
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sensitive nature of the landscape. Acceptability of development for consideration: Very imited
development subject to appropricteness Jconditions. Need for Landscaping and Approgrigie
Design: Essential’

Meediess to point out that mapping wind turbines as open to consideration in an area thatin the sams

county development plan Is specifying "Wary limited

landscaping could mitigate against the visuai impact of wind §

The ‘protected zone’ in the material alterations was created without a site survey and with no specialist

archagological or historical expertise. Many recon od National Monuments in the bog were not afforded
any protection in this amendment.....MA443
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: Archasol, UCD and WARP Occ. Paper

14, Dublin:
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Thank you for your consideration,
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The Lemanaghan Conssrvation Plan, published by the Heritage Council which was sponsored by Offaly
developed a plan to protect the area. T

he following are some extracts from the conservation

Executive Summary: A key point of this document is that it was created to ensure "Policies are set out for
the care and management of the historic ploce within jts setting....Provide o framework fordecision-
making on juture developments to infrastructure ond jand use,”

Section 5.4; Proper Understanding of the place: “Lemanaghan has been recoanisec onfy at incal and
specialist levels......thus care will be required to identify potential archaeology in any future
developments”

Section 5.6: Land Use: it specifically states that it is important that the options considered for the post-
industriai use of the bog are sympothetic to the significance of the site”

Section 4: Statemeant of Significance: "Lemanaghan is a sacred place of great antiguity. The site was an
important centre of Christian worship throughout the Middle Ages. There is aiso evidence to suggest that
it may have provided o focus for pagan ritual bejore the establishment of the monastery. The place
retains a sense of peace and tranguillity and is reiatively untouched by modern jife.”

Enormous records of archaeclogy have been recorded in Lemanaghan Bog, research by Rafferty and Hickey?
states that “Lemonaghan is lorated towards the northwest of the county and was surveyed between 1593
and 1997. The area Is iocated north of the River Brosna and takes its hame from a large island of dryiand
located at the centre of the region. Bord na Ména exploits 1,200ha of bog at Lemanaghan, which is part
of a larger area of wetiands in the region. The IAWU surveys identified over 630 archaeologica! sites
making this one of the highest densities of wetland archaeology in the world. Figure 3 shows the
distribution of known archaeological sites in the Lemanaghan compiex where 50 primarily Early Medieval
dryland sites are known, compared with over 1,100 sightings of archaeological material in the peatiands
representing the 715 sites.” Zoning the area for wind energy would be risky to the preservation of existing
and other potential areological finds in the bog.

The wiidlife, biodiversity, and threat of irish Birds in decline needs to be carefully managed. The hen harrier,
Whaooper swans, Meadow pipit, a Red-listed species, occurs widely on site, along with various Amber listed
species including kestrel, sparrowhawk, snipe, skylark, stonechat and linnet. Also, woodcock (Red-listed) has
been recorded in the Lemanaghan Bog. Additionally the Blackheadad Gull, Swallows, Buzzards, along with
mammals such as Bats, Red Squirls, Badgers, Irish Hares, Otters, Mink, Pine Martins, Foxes and Rabbits have
all be seen on site, Lemanaghan bog is home 6 an array of insects and spectacular butterflies, frogs and
lizards. Filling the bog with large cement foundations for wind turbines will be detrimental tn these
creatures. Lemanaghan is home to beautiful flora and a wide variety of wildflowers which the bees
poliinate- it is a special place of biodiversity and needs to be conserved.

MAA431 on page 276 and 277 indicate thaﬂ Lemanaghan Bog is Medium Sensitive in relation 1o Landscape
sansitivity,
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An eco-tourism plan would be welcome deveiopment for the area, using the ancient pilgrim path the Sil

Mor, to link to St. Manchans Shrine in Boher and to Clonmacnoise, which has th emek visitor
numbers in lreland.
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