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Please note that observations or submissions will be made public on Cffaly County Council website.
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<4l lerstanding of the place: “lemonaghon as been recognised oaly at local ond

Specialist fevels......thus care will be required to identify potentiol archaenlogy in any future

developments”

Section 3.8: Land Use: it specifically states that "t is importont that the oplions considered for the post-

industrial use of the bog are symputhetic to the significance of the site”

» Section 4: Statement of Significance:"lemanaghan is  sacred place of great antiguity. The site was on
important centre of Christian worship throughout the Middle Ages. There is also evidence to suggest thot
it may have provided a focus for pagan ritual before the establishment of the monastery. The ploce
retains a sense of peace and tronquiility and is reiatively untouched by modern fifs.”

i

4. Enormous records of archaeology have been recorded in Lemanasghan Bog, research by Rafferty and Hickey
states that "lemanaghan is located towards the northwest of the couniy and was surveyed between 19383
and 1957, The area is jocated north of the River Brosna and takes its name from a large isiand of dryland
located ot the centre of the region. Bord na Mdno exploits 1,200ha of bog ot Lemanaghan, which is port
of a larger area of wetlands in the region. The IAWL surveys identified over 630 archaeclogical sites
making this one of the highest densities of wetlond archaeology in the world. Figure 3 shows the
distribution of known archaeological sites in the Lemanughan complex where 50 primarily Early Medieval
dryland sites are known, compared with over 1,100 sightings of archoeological material in the peationds
representing the 715 sites.” Zoning the area for wind energy would be risky to the preservation of existing
and other potential areclogical finds in the bog.

The wildlife, biodiversity, and threat of Irish Birds in decline neads 1o be carefully managed. The hen harrier,
Whooper swans, Meadow pipit, a Red-listed species, occurs widely on site, along with various Amber listed
species inciuding kestrel, sparrowhawk, snipe, skylark, stonechat and linnet. Also, woodcock {Red-listed) has
been recorded in the Lemanaghan Bog. Additionally the Blackheaded Gull, Swallows, Buzzards, along witt
mammals such as Bats, Red Squiris, Badgers, Irish Hares, Otters, Mink, Pine Martins, Foxes and Rabbits have
all be seen on site. Lemanaghan bog is home to an array of insects and spectacular butterfiies, frogs and
lizards. Filling the bog with large cement foundations for wind turbines will be detrimental to these

creatures. Lemanaghan is home to beautiful flora and & wide variety of wildflowers which the beas
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An eco-tourism plan would be welcome development for the area, using the ancient pilgrim path the il
Mor, to link to 5t. Manchans Shrine in Boher and to Clonmacnoise, which has the second highest visitor

numbers in ireland.
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Thank you for your consideration,

Raftery, B. and Hickey, J. (sds) 2001. Recent Developments in Wetland Reseaich. Seandaléiocht: Mon 2, Dept Archaeoi, UCD and WARP Occ. Paper
14. Dublin:





