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Chapier 4 of the Drafi County Offaly Development Plan: Blodiversity and Landscape, Page numbered 133,

ould potentiglly domage
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wh%c’ﬁ %d?eﬁté?ées L:*’x‘iaﬂag"’c as 'mgha’y sensitive to new aweiaﬁmem», wh;c

S'izatirzg that "’T he i?s,!f: shalf endegvour to ensure thot planning applicotions for development,

2

refurbishment and restoration works etc. within ciose proximity to these areas are sympathetic to the
sensitive nature of the landscape. Am&pwhﬁ;w of deveippment for consideration: Very limited
development subject to appropriateness /conditions. Need for Landscuping dne Approprigte
Design; Essentiol”

Meediess to point out that mapping wind turbines as open to consideration in an area that |
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f . H
jandscaping could mitigate against the visual impact of wind turbines on the horizon,

The ‘protecied zone’ in the material a%tcr tions was created without a site survey and with no specialist
archacological or historical expertise. Many recorded National Monuments in the bog were not afforded
any protection in this amendment. ,...MAétL

Raftery, B. and Hickey, J. (2ds) 2001. Recent Developments in Wetland Research. Seandaldiocht: Man 2, Dept Archaeol, UCD and WARP Gcee. Pager
14, Dublin:
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Exzcutive Summary: A key point of this document is that it was created to ensure “Policies are set out for
the care and monagement of the historic place within its setting....Provide o Framework for decision-
making on juture developments {0 infrastructure ond jand use.”

Saction 5.4: Proper Understending of the place: “Lemuanaghon has been recognised pniv at local and
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SPECIONST 1EVEls......thus care will be required to identify potential archaeology in any future
developmenis”

Section 5.6: Land Use: it specifically states that "It is important that the options considered for the post-
industriol use of the bog ure sympothetic to the significance of the site”

Section 4: Statement of Significance: "Lemanaghan is a sacred piace of great antiguity. The site was on
important centre of Christion worship throughout the Middie Ages. There is also evidence to siiggest thai
it may have provided o focus for pagon ritual before the establishment of the monastery. The pluce
retains o sense of peace and tranguillity and is reiatively untouched by modern jife.”

Enormous records of archasology have been recorded in Lemanaghan Bog, research by Rafferty and Hickey?
states that “Lemanaghan is locoted towards the northwest of the county and was surveyed between 1993
and 1597. The areq is locoted north of the River Brosna and takes its name from a large isiand of dryiand
located ot the centre of the region. Bord no Mdno expioits 1,200ha of bog ut Lemanoaghan, which is part
of o larger area of wetlands in the region. The IAWLU surveys identified over 630 archasoiogicol sites
making this one of the highest densities of wetland archaeolngy in the world. Figure 3 shows the
distribution of known archaeological sites in the Lemanaghan complex where 50 pritnarily Early Medieval
drylond sites are known, compared with over 1,100 sightings of archaeological materiol in the peationds
representing the 715 sites,” Zoning the area for wind energy would be risky to the presarvation of existing
and other potential areclogical finds in the bog.

The wildlife, biodiversity, and threat of irish Birds in decline needs to be carefully managed. The hen harrier,
Whooper swans, Meadow pipit, a Red-listed species, occurs widely on site, along with various Amber listed
species including kestrel, sparrowhawk, snipe, skylark, stonechat and linnet. Also, woodcock {Red-listed)} has
been recorded In the Lemanaghan Bog. Additionally the Blackheaded Gull, Swallows, Buzzards, along with
mammals such as Bats, Red Squirls, Badgers, Irish Hares, Otters, Mink, Pina Marting, Faxes and Rabbits have
all be seen on site. Lemanaghan bog is home to an array of insects and spectacular butterflies, frogs and
lizards. Filling the bog with large cement foundations for wind turbines will be detrimental to these
creatures. Lemanaghan is home 1o beautiful flora and 2 wide variety of wildflowers which the bees

a
pollinate— it is a special place of biodiversity and needs to be conserved.
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MA431 on page 276 and 277 indicate thay Lemanaghan Bog is Medium Sensitive in raiati
Ay g 23

sansitivity,

An eco-tourism plan would be welcome development for the area, using the ancient pilgrim path the Sil
Mor, to link to St. Manchans Shrine in Boher and to Clonmacnoise, which has the second highest visitor
numbers in Ireland. '

Thank you for your consideration,

Raftery, B. and Hickey, J. (eds) 2001. Recent Developments in Weiland Research. Seandaldiocht: Mon 2, Dept Archaeol, UGD and WARP Qcc. Paper
14. Dublin:





