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1 Introduction 
 
 
1.1 Proposed Development 

 
Offaly County Council proposes to undertake the construction of two 

new link roads as follows: 

 Inner Relief Road (Section 1) - Clonmullen Lane (L-5034-1) to 

St. Conleths Road (R-401-1) via Clonmeen Rise (L-5044-1) 

 Inner Relief Road (Section 2) – Fr. McWey Street (including 

Carraig Aoibhinn L-1028-1) to Edenderry Business Campus, 

Monasteroris (to junction at R-441-1) & associated junction 

works 

Offaly County Council also proposed to carry out junction works as 

follows: 

 Junction realignment works – Junction of St. Conleth’s Road (R-

401-1) with Carraig Aoibhinn (L-1028-1) and Clonmeen Rise (L-

5044-1) 

 Junction works – Junction of Clonmullen Lane (L-5034-1) with 

Section 1 and Clonmullen Drive (L-50432-1) 

 Junction realignment works – Junction of Clonmullen Drive (L-

50432-1), Clonmullen Drive (L-50431-1), Clonmullen Drive (L-

50431-1) and access road to R-402-1 (adjacent to retail 

premises) 

The proposed works includes construction of single carriageway, 

construction of footpaths, construction of cycle-paths, construction of 

junctions, drainage, services, lighting and associated sundry/ancillary 

works. 

The construction of the proposed link road and junction works will 

connect up existing road sections to form an inner relief route. 

In accordance with the provisions of the Planning and Development 

Regulations 2001, as amended, Offaly County Council is required to 

engage in a public consultation process with regard to the proposed 
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development and this document is an explanatory booklet for the 

Proposed Edenderry Inner Relief Road Project. 

The proposed scheme is consistent with Edenderry Local Area Plan 

2017 – 2023. 

 
1.2 Benefits of the Proposed Development 

 
As Edenderry’s population has rapidly expanded in recent years, 

almost doubling in past 20 years (1996: 3,825 → 2016: 7,359), the 

ability of local traffic to travel freely within the town has been 

constrained by high traffic levels on JKL Street (R-402). Offaly County 

Council proposes a new link road to provide an alternative route for 

local traffic, improving movement with the urban area, reducing 

congestion on the main thoroughfare and improving quality of life. 

Footpaths and cycle-paths will provide an additional route for 

pedestrians and cyclists whether recreational or otherwise, supporting 

the aim to establish comprehensive cycling and walking networks for 

the town. 

 

 
1.3 Planning and Development Regulations 

 
Offaly County Council is now submitting the proposed scheme for the 

necessary planning process required by the Planning and 

Development Act 2000 (as amended) in accordance with the 

requirements of Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations, 

2001 (as amended) section 80 (1) (b) inter alia. 

 
2 PLANNING POLICY AND CONTEXT 

 
The proposed development is consistent and compatible with national, 

regional and county policy documents, details of which are outlined 

hereunder. 

 
2.1 National and Regional Planning Policy 

 
The National Development Plan 2018 – 2027, published by the 

Government of Ireland, seeks to promote compact growth, enhanced 
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regional accessibility, strengthened rural economies and communities 

and sustainable mobility. 

 
National Strategic Outcome 1 – Compact Growth 
 
This outcome aims to secure the sustainable growth of more compact 
urban and rural settlements supported by jobs, houses, services and 
amenities, rather than continued sprawl and unplanned, uneconomic 
growth. This requires streamlined and co-ordinated investment in 
urban, rural and regional infrastructure by public authorities to realise 
the potential of infill development areas within our cities, towns and 
villages. This will give scope for greater densities that are centrally 
located and in many cases publicly owned, as well as bringing life and 
economic activity back into our communities and existing settlements. 
Creating critical mass and scale in urban areas with enabling 
infrastructure, in particular increased investment in public and 
sustainable transport and supporting amenities, can act as crucial 
growth drivers. This can play a crucial role in creating more attractive 
places for people to live and work in, facilitating economic growth and 
employment creation by increasing Ireland’s attractiveness to foreign 
investment and strengthening opportunities for indigenous enterprise. 
 
The proposed development represents a co-ordinated investment in 

Edenderry’s urban infrastructure provide greater accessibility but also 

enabling compact growth within the urban area. 

 
National Strategic Outcome 2 – Enhanced Regional Accessibility 
 
A core priority under the NPF is the essential requirement to enhance 
and upgrade accessibility between urban centres of population and 
their regions, in parallel with the initiation of compact growth of urban 
centres. This has a crucial role to play in maximising the growth 
potential of the regional urban centres and the economy as a whole. 
 
The proposed development improves accessibility to regional routes, 

supporting the growth potential of Edenderry. 

 
National Strategic Outcome 3 – Strengthened Rural Economies 
and Communities 
 
Realising Our Rural Potential. Action Plan for Rural Development, 
which focuses on supporting enterprise and employment in rural areas, 
improving infrastructure and connectivity, and supporting sustainable 
rural communities; 
 
The proposed development improves the local infrastructure supporting 

enterprise and employment in Edenderry. 
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National Strategic Outcome 4 – Sustainable Mobility 
 
The provision of safe alternative active travel options such as 
segregated cycling and walking facilities can also help alleviate 
congestion and meet climate action objectives by providing viable 
alternatives 
 
The provision of footways and cycle-paths within the proposed 

development support active alternatives, further reducing congestion. 

 
The National Planning Framework (Project Ireland 2040) envisages 
rural towns such as Edenderry functioning as local drivers for their 
surrounding areas. 
 
National Policy Objective 18a 
Support the proportionate growth of and appropriately designed 
development in rural towns that will contribute to their regeneration and 
renewal, including interventions in the public realm, the provision of 
amenities, the acquisition of sites and the provision of services.  

 
The proposed development supports the development of Edenderry 

through opening up of back-lands, in addition to providing greater 

permeability. 

 
 
Road Safety Strategy 2013 – 2020 
 
The Road Safety Strategy 2013 – 2020, published by the Road Safety 

Authority, specifies targets to reduce fatalities and serious injuries as 

follows: 

 Reduce fatalities on Irish Roads to 25 per million population or 
less by 2020 

 To reduce serious injuries by 30% 
 
The proposed development seeks to reduce congestion on the main 

thoroughfare (R-402) thereby improving safety. It will also provide 

segregated cycle-paths enhancing safety for cyclists. 
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2.2 County Development Plan 

 
The most relevant planning policies and objectives, within the Offaly 

County Development Plan 2014 – 2020, in the context of the 

proposed development are as follows: 

 
Sustainable Transport and Accessibility Policy STAP-06 
It is Council policy to promote walking and cycling, subject to 
appropriate environmental assessments, including Habitats Directive 
Assessment, as an alternative mode of transport for travelling to work 
and for recreational purposes, to require the provision of cycle ways 
and walkways and associated facilities as part of new development and 
to support safer walking and cycling routes to schools 
 
Sustainable Transport and Accessibility Objective STAO-12 
R402: Construction of Edenderry By-Pass and Relief Roads 
 
Communications Infrastructure Objective CIO-01 
To recognise the importance of, facilitate and secure the provision of 
expanded and improved high-speed broadband facilities, including fibre 
and faster wireless networks, in urban and rural areas throughout 
County Offaly. 
 

 
2.3 Local Area Plan 

 
The proposed development is consistent with the objectives of the 
Edenderry Local Area Plan 2017 - 2023, as follows: 
 
Movement and Transport Objectives 
 
MT03    Deliver inner relief roads/streets in and around the town 

providing for an alternative route away from the town centre 
area and to open backland developments for further 
development potential as indicated on the landuse zoning 
map. 

 
MT04   Provide where new development is proposed, new or additional 

access/linkages as indicated on the landuse zoning map into 
adequately zoned and serviced land to provide for the 
opening up the full development potential of backland, and 
developable areas in the town 

  
MT07    Support the progressive improvement of the 

amenity/walking/cycling network, to include existing and 
enhanced public footpaths along the main streets, and 
approach roads, including indicative internal distributor roads, 
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providing linkages to existing and new developments, existing 
and future schools, cycling routes/lanes where possible and 
amenity corridors linking town centre, residential, community 
facilities, public amenities, commercial and transport nodes. 

 
The land use zoning map within the Edenderry Local Area Plan 2017 – 
2023 makes provision for a route as per the proposed development. 
 

 

 
 

Figure 1: Excerpt from Land Use Zoning Map (Edenderry LAP 2017-2023) 
 
 

 
 

Figure 2: Excerpt from Legend on Land Use Zoning Map (Edenderry LAP 2017-2023) 
 
 
 
 

3 NATURE AND EXTENTS OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 
 
3.1 Location 
 

The proposed development is located within the townlands of 
Edenderry & Monasteroris, providing new link roads as follows: 
 

 Section 1: Clonmullen Lane (L-5034-1) to St. Conleths Road (R-
401-1) via Clonmeen Rise (L-5044-1) 

 Section 2: Fr. McWey Street (including Carraig Aoibhinn L-1028-
1) to Edenderry Business Campus, Monasteroris (to junction at 
R-441-1) & associated junction works 
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Figure 3: Approximate Location of proposed carriageway sections (Bing Maps ©; indicative, 
for illustrative purposes, not to scale, refer to ERR-GC-LM Drawing No. 1) 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Figure 4: Approximate location of proposed carriageway sections (Excerpt from to ERRI-GC-
LM Drawing No. 1A, not to scale) 

 
 
 
 



Edenderry Inner Relief Road Project  Part 8 Planning Report 

10 | P a g e  

 

 
 

Figure 5: Approximate location of Section 1 of proposed carriageway (Bing Maps ©; 
indicative, for illustrative purposes, not to scale, refer to ERRI-LP Drawing No. 1) 

 
 

 
 
 

Figure 6: Approximate location of Section 1 of proposed carriageway (Excerpt from to ERRI-
LP Drawing No. 1, not to scale) 

 



Edenderry Inner Relief Road Project  Part 8 Planning Report 

11 | P a g e  

 

 

 
 
 

Figure 7: Approximate location of Section 2 of proposed carriageway (Bing Maps ©; 
indicative, for illustrative purposes, not to scale, refer to refer to ERRI-LP Drawing No. 2) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Figure 8: Approximate location of Section 2 of proposed carriageway (Excerpt from to ERRI-
LP Drawing No. 2, not to scale) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Edenderry Inner Relief Road Project  Part 8 Planning Report 

12 | P a g e  

 

 
 

 
 

Figure 9: Approximate location of proposed junction realignment (Bing Maps ©; indicative, for 
illustrative purposes, not to scale, refer to ERR-GC-LM Drawing No. 1A) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Figure 10: Approximate location of proposed junction realignment (Excerpt from ERR-GC-LM 
Drawing No. 1A) 
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Figure 11: Approximate location of proposed junction realignment (Bing Maps ©; indicative, 
for illustrative purposes, not to scale, refer to ERR-GC-LM Drawing No. 1A) 

 

 
 

Figure 12: Approximate location of proposed junction realignment (Excerpt from ERR-GC-LM 
Drawing No. 1A) 
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Figure 13: Approximate location of proposed new junction (Bing Maps ©; indicative, for 
illustrative purposes, not to scale, refer to ERR-GC-LM Drawing No. 1A) 

 

 
 

Figure 14: Approximate location of proposed new junction (Excerpt from ERR-GC-LM 
Drawing No. 1A) 
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3.2 Nature of Proposed Development 

 
The proposed development incorporates the following principle 
features: 
 

 Construction of approximately 1.1 km of single carriageway, 7.3m wide; 

 Construction of approximately 2,200 linear metres of 2.25m wide 

footpath with pedestrian crossings; 

 Construction of approximately 2,200 linear metres of 1.5m wide cycle-

paths; 

 Drop kerbs and tactile paving at all pedestrian crossings; 

 Construction of junction at intersection of Inner Relief Road (Section 1) 

and Clonmullen Lane (L-5034-1) and associated works (roundabout / 

traffic light junction as determined by detailed design) 

 Construction of junction at intersection of Inner Relief Road (Section 2) 

and Fr. McWey Street and associated works (roundabout / traffic light 

junction as determined by detailed design) 

 Realignment of Carraig Aoibhinn (L-1028-1) and revised junction 

design at junction of St. Conleth’s Road (R-401-1) with Carraig 

Aoibhinn (L-1028-1) and Clonmeen Rise (L-5044-1) and associated 

works (roundabout / traffic light junction as determined by detailed 

design) 

 Realignment of access road (access road to R-402-1) and revised 

junction design at junction of Clonmullen Drive (L-50432-1), Clonmullen 

Drive (L-50431-1), Clonmullen Drive (L-50431-1) and access road to R-

402-1 (adjacent to retail premises) and associated works. 

 The provision of appropriate traffic calming measures at Clonmullen 

Drive housing scheme where necessary (arising out of Section 38 

Consultation) 

 The re-location of the existing entrance to the Coursing Club to a new 

location on the Dublin Road opposite Tescos Store. 

 Provision of road drainage within the scheme. 
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 Provision of access point onto the proposed road for Rosderra Irish 

Meats Ltd., 

 In-situ & precast kerb installation as required.  

 Provision of watermains along new carriageways as required. 

 Installation of new public lighting. 

 Construction of boundary walls, and fencing, where appropriate. 

 Provision of appropriate landscaping works. 

 Re-Location / diversion of existing public services and utilities where 

necessary. 

 Installation of new ducting to accommodate new services, where 

required. 

 Installation of white lines and road signage. 

 Associated ancillary works. 

 
 
4 Environment 
 
4.1 Screening for Appropriate Assessment (Habitats Directive) 

 
An Appropriate Assessment Screening has been carried out, in order 

to consider the possible nature conservation implications of the 

proposed development on the Natura 2000 network. 

 

The proposed development is approximately 4.1 km from The Long 

Derries SAC. The proposed works do not have potential for loss, 

fragmentation or disturbance of this site. 

 

The screening for Appropriate Assessment determined that there is no 

likely significant effect on the Natura 2000 network. A copy of the 

screening for Appropriate Assessment is included in Appendix 3. 
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Figure 6: Location of proposed development in relation to The Long Derries SAC 
 
 
 
 

4.2 Environmental Impact Assessment Screening 
 
The EIA Directive 85/337/EEC, as amended aims to determine the 

likely significant effects of a project on the environment. EIA Screening 

determines whether an EIA is required for a specified project. The 

proposed project was screened with reference to statutory thresholds 

and was found not to require an Environmental Impact Assessment. A 

copy of the screening for Environmental Impact Assessment is 

included in Appendix 4. 
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5 PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

 
It is proposed to commence the six-week public consultation period on 

Thursday 13th December 2018. Public information sessions will be 

provided as part of this procedure. 

 

 
5.1 Plans and Particulars 

 
For a period of 4 (four) weeks from Thursday 13th December 2018 to 

Thursday 24th January 2019 (both dates inclusive), plans and 

particulars of the proposed development will be available for inspection 

or purchase at a reasonable fee not exceeding cost of making a copy 

at the following locations: 

 Edenderry Municipal District, Edenderry Town Hall, Edenderry, 

Co. Offaly.  

 Edenderry Library, JKL Street, Edenderry, Co. Offaly 

 Offaly County Council Civic Offices, Áras an Chontae, 

Charleville Road, Tullamore, Co. Offaly. 

The plans and particulars will also be available to view on-line at 

www.offaly.ie 

 
 
5.2 Submissions or observations 

 
Submissions or observations with respect to the proposed 

development, dealing with the proper planning and sustainable 

development of the area in which the development would be situated, 

may be made in writing before 4:00 pm 8th February 2019:  

Mr Seán Murray, Director of Services for Roads, Water & Environment, 

Offaly County Council, Áras an Chontae, Charleville Road, Tullamore, 

Co. Offaly, or by emailing innerreliefemd@offalycoco.ie 

Submissions should be headed “Edenderry Inner Relief Road” 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.offaly.ie/
mailto:innerreliefemd@offalycoco.ie
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5.3 Notice of Proposed Development 
 
In accordance with the Planning and Development Regulations, notice 

of proposed development was placed in the approved newspaper 

Offaly Topic on 12th December 2018. Site Notices have been erected, 

a copy of which is contained in Appendix 1 of this report. A drawing 

illustrating the Site Notice locations is also included within Appendix 1. 

 
6 DRAWING REFERENCES 

 

 Ref. ERR-GC-LM Drawing 1A Location Map 

 Ref. ERR-LP Drawing 1  Proposed Layout Plan 

 Ref. ERR-LP Drawing 2  Proposed Layout Plan 

 Ref. ERR-GC-LM-TCS  Typical Road Cross-Sections 
 
(Note: Carraigeway & footway/cycleway widths may vary depending on 
detailed design and local constraints) 


