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COMHAIRLE CHONTAE UÍBH FHAILÍ 

 

MINUTES OF IN-COMMITTEE 

OF OFFALY COUNTY COUNCIL 

 

HELD IN ÁRAS AN CHONTAE, CHARLEVILLE ROAD, TULLAMORE ON 

MONDAY 12TH  JULY 2021 AT 2.00 PM 

 

 

PRESENT 

 

 

 

Cllr. D. Harvey (Cathaoirleach); Cllr. J. Carroll, C. Claffey, J. 

Clendennen, N.  Cribbin, E. Dooley, N. Feighery, E. Fitzpatrick, J. 

Foley, M. Hackett, J. Leahy, R. McDermott, F. Moran, S. O’Brien, P. 

Ormond, D. Owens, L. Quinn and K. Smollen 

APOLOGIES Cllr. T. McCormack 

IN ATTENDANCE 

 

Ms. A. Delaney, Chief Executive; Mr. T. Shanahan, D.O.S. (R); Ms. S. 

Kennedy, D.O.S. (R); Mr. S. Duclot (R); Mr. M. Connolly, H.O.F. (R); 

Mr. E. Fennell, S.E.O.(R); Mr. G. Bruton, Meetings Administrator; and 

Ms. L. Carbery, C.O. (R) 

 

LOCAL 

PROPERTY TAX 

2022 

The Cathaoirleach, Cllr D. Harvey, welcomed the members to the 

meeting. He noted that the Special Meeting was called to consider the 

revisions to the Local Property Tax (LPT) process and to consider the 

Local Adjustment Factor.  

 

Mr. M. Connolly, Head of Finance, drew the members’ attention to a 

presentation which had been prepared by the Finance Department in 

relation to the LPT process. He advised the members that the process of 

deciding the LPT has been brought forward in 2021 due to the re-

evaluation process being carried out by Revenue.  He also noted that it 

is a very important part of the budget process and driving capital projects 

across the county.  

 

He advised that if the LPT rate remained unchanged for 2022; and the 

remaining term of the Council, this would see an LPT income of €3.70 

million (€740k by 5 years) over the lifetime of the Council. This funding 

could be used to leverage central funding and could see an income 

stream of €14.0 million being available to support future development 

of the towns and communities across Offaly. He noted that the LPT 

process could see additional funding of €17.60 million being available 

for Projects of Scale in the county. 

 

He outlined the challenges facing the Council if the current LPT levels 

were not maintained, advising that there was little or no scope in the 

budget to fund additional local projects without additional external 

funding or a reduction in services. He noted the current deficit to the end 

of 2020 was €1.66 million, and advised that there was significant 

uncertainty in relation to the outturn for 2021 without Central 

Government support. He advised that there was very little additional 

rates income buoyancy expected in 2022, as the long term effect of the 

Pandemic continues to affect businesses. He also noted the likely impact 

of the successful revaluation appeals on rates income for 2022.                 
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He noted the likely decline on the other income streams e.g. Parking 

Charges income. He advised that most Government funding initiatives 

were now on a match funding model, and there was no scope in the 2022 

draft budget to allocate additional funding for schemes like the Urban 

and Rural Regeneration Development Scheme. 

 

He advised that any additional income generated through LPT would be 

ring-fenced for match funding purposes, with any unspent balance being 

accrued to the following years. He noted that the decision to vary the 

LPT rate was a reserved function, which was reviewed by the members 

each year. He noted that Progress Reports on the LPT Projects would 

continue to be presented to the Council.  

 

He outlined to the members the LPT Projects funded in 2020, including 

Birr Destination Town, Edenderry Masterplan and Tullamore Street 

Enhancement. He gave details of the proposed Projects to be supported 

by the LPT in 2021, including Kinnitty Oris, Edenderry Masterplan 

Phase 2 and Ferbane Rural Regeneration. 

 

He gave the members details of the statutory information that the 

executive was obliged to brief members on. He noted that one 

submission had been received as part of the Public Consultation process, 

which was completed on 9th July 2021. This submission had sought the 

members lower the LPT rate for 2022. 

 

He advised the members that a reduction in the LPT rate for 2022 would 

see the LPT payment reduce by 45c per week, for approximately 80% 

of the households in Offaly. He briefed the members on the revisions to 

the LPT Bands. He noted that households would have to complete a 

declaration process in relation to the values of their houses, and the 

effect of this process was unknown at this stage. He advised that based 

on current information available in relation to the values of houses 

declared by home owners, that it would appear that 96% of the properties 

in the county would fall into the lower 3 tax bands. The effect of this 

revision to the bands on households in Offaly would appear to be that 

most households would see a reduction in the LPT payment in 2022.  

 

In conclusion, Mr. Connolly advised that determining the 2022 LPT 

variation was a key decision point in drafting the 2022 budget and the 

current budgetary outlook was that resources were going to be very 

stretched to maintain the current level of services within the county in 

2022. He advised that maintaining the 2021 LPT rate in 2022 would 

continue to provide much needed match funding for capital projects of 

scale in the county. 

 

The Cathaoirleach joined with the members in thanking Mr. Connolly 

for his informative and comprehensive presentation. 

 

A number of members voiced their support for maintaining the LPT, 

acknowledging the crucial infrastructure projects that had been 

successfully undertaken and called for more investment in the rural 

towns and villages. They noted that following the re-evaluation of the 

bands by Revenue many homes may go into a lower bracket and they 
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This concluded the business of the meeting. 

 

MINUTES CONFIRMED:  ___________________________   ______________________________ 

               CATHAOIRLEACH          RUNAÍ 

 

20th September 2021 

sought clarification that if there is a fall in income, that the equalisation 

fund will provide the shortfall. The members called on continued 

discussions with Government to provide a long term funding plan to 

counteract the negative impact of de-carbonisation on the county.  

  

They raised queries on the rates provided by new wind farms and the 

figures for new houses that will now be included in the LPT. 

 

Mr. M. Connolly agreed with the members on their concerns that a 

significant number of houses will drop into lower band and he reiterated 

that the government have stated that no Local Authority will be worse 

off after the re-evaluation. He advised the members that the figures for 

new houses to become liable for payment of the LPT are not available 

as Revenue are still collecting the data. He noted that he is optimistic 

that the Government will provide an arrangement to assist with the 

budget but he pointed out that this has not been received in writing yet. 

He noted that the drop in bands will be good news for property owners.  

 

Mr. M. Connolly informed the members that no new major wind farms 

have come into the rate base and established wind farms are currently 

appealing their rates. He advised that Offaly County Council continues 

to stress the negative impact of de-carbonisation to the Government and 

the need for a long term solution to be provided.  

 

Ms. A. Delaney acknowledged that significant funding had been 

provided to the three main towns and that they will work with 

communities for projects in the smaller towns and villages and she 

agreed to keep the members updated.  

 

The members sought clarity on the €100k that is ring fenced from the 

LPT funds, the figures on compliance for payment of the LPT, and the 

payment of LPT  by Local Authorities for social housing.  

 

Mr. M. Connolly confirmed that the €100k is a matter for members to 

decide, but advised that it must be used to provide match funding for 

projects of scale, with Offaly County Council as applicant to central 

Government for these funds. He clarified that the Council was liable for 

LPT on its own housing stock but in the main these properties were in 

the lower band of the LPT and he agreed to seek clarity on the payment 

of LPT by Approved Housing Bodies.  

 

Ms. A. Delaney advised the members that the in relation to the payment 

of LPT, preliminary statistics released by Revenue show that there is 

89.4% compliance nationally and the figure for Offaly is 86.8%. 

 
 


